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September 6th, 2020      The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Milan, WI 
St. John Ev. Lutheran Church, Edgar, WI 
 
Text: Matthew 18:1-20 

In the Name of the Father and the T Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  

 

 Antinomianism is a theological term that means “against the Law”.  It does not pertain to unbelievers, but to 

Christians who think they do not have to follow God’s Law anymore.  God’s Law is written on our hearts from the 

moment of conception and we rebel against it with our first breath.  As toddlers we learn to walk and talk and we also 

begin to lie.   During the Enlightenment there developed this idea of an “age of innocence”, when young children were 

perceived as sinless, because people thought incorrectly, that you had to learn how to sin.  So children started to be 

treated differently, even in church, because they were wrongly assumed to be “innocent”.  But parents out there know 

better.  There is nothing quite like having a cute little two-year-old, covered with cookie crumbs, look you square in the 

eye and say they did not take the cookie.  It is shocking for new parents to come face to face with the reality described in 

Holy Scripture:  This adorable little child is a sinner.  It seems God was right all along. 

 

 Children are sinful from the moment of conception, but that doesn’t mean they don’t have help sinning along 

the way.  They also learn to sin from us:  From parents, from siblings, from TV, from friends, from the sinful world in 

general.  There is an entire army of people teaching our children things they should not do, and very few people 

teaching them what is good and God pleasing.  If you never pick up a Bible at home, if you never pray with your children, 

if you come to church less frequently than you wash your car, then what lessons are you teaching your children?  Are 

you following the word of the Lord given to Moses in Deuteronomy 11? “You shall teach them to your children, talking 

of them when you are sitting in your house, and when you are walking by the way, and when you lie down, and when 

you rise.” (Deut 11:19) Or are you teaching children the things they should not be doing? 

 

 Our reading today from Matthew 18 is downright scary to contemplate.  Our Lord said, “whoever causes one of 

these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his 

neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe to the world for temptations to sin!  For it is necessary that 

temptations come, but woe to the one by whom the temptation comes!” (v.5-7)   Jesus is talking about us adults who 

lead children to sin, through our words and actions and – just as importantly - by our inaction.  This admonition is not 

just directed at parents.  Whether you have eight children or none at all, you still set an example for the younger 

generations.  Those who set bad examples – who cause these littles ones to sin – will be judged for harming their souls, 

for leading them astray into spiritual or physical harm.  We are our brother’s keeper, and our spouse’s keeper, our 

children’s keeper, and our nephews and even the little kid next door. 

 



2 
 

 How are we leading the younger generation?  This is tied to the Decalog, to God’ Law given to us through Moses.   

Jesus summarized the Ten Commandments like this:  Love the Lord your God with all of your heart, soul and mind and 

love your neighbor as yourself.  Sadly, too many Christians have become antinomians, thinking the Law of God no longer 

applies to them, that they can do whatever they want because they are forgiven by the blood of Jesus.  They think they 

have a spiritual “Get Out of Jail Free” card, so they continue to live sinful lives as if Jesus didn’t die for them, actively 

planning to sin again and again.  This disregard for God’s Law shows utter contempt for the sacrifice of Christ upon the 

cross.  Paul warned about this very thing in Romans 6:  “Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound?  By no 

means!” (Romans 6:1-2) 

 

The most basic way we teach our children to sin is by not going to church.  When we prioritize everything else 

above worship of the Triune God, we are teaching our children that our religion is not important.  We teach them that it 

is an optional pastime, like fishing or playing golf, that you can do or not do, depending on your mood or the weather.  

But God says that we are to honor the Sabbath day by keeping it holy and that we are to gather with our brothers and 

sisters in worship and not neglect them.  In the Small Catechism, Luther explained the Third Commandment like this:  

“We should fear and love God so that we do not despise preaching and His Word, but hold it sacred and gladly hear and 

learn it.”  People lament that the church is shrinking, that 40 years ago there were many more kids in church.  Where did 

those kids go?  They believed the lie that church is not important, that worship and faith are not linked together.  And 

those children, now adults, are teaching their children the same thing. 

 

 I doubt we have very many murderers in our congregation… at least, murderers in the eyes of the State of 

Wisconsin.  But in God’s eyes, we are all guilty of murder, because we are all guilty of hatred and anger.  Jesus said, 

“Everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgement.” (Matt 5:22)  What do we teach our children 

about anger?  A yelling match with our spouse teaches them that anger is okay.  We curse at the television while 

watching the news or while our football team is losing, showing anger for people we don’t even know and will never 

even meet.  We teach them, through our bad examples, that committing murder in the heart is acceptable behavior.  

 

 The world teaches that sexual promiscuity is the norm.  TV and movies teach our children that pre-marital sex 

and cohabitation – that is, shacking up – are normal steps before marriage.   This is, the world says, a trial period that is 

not only acceptable, but necessary if you want a happy marriage.  You don’t have to listen to God’s warning against 

defiling the marriage bed.  Instead, listen to TV, listen to your friends, listen to your own lust.  While your children soak 

up these lessons from our godless culture, what are we teaching them?  Are we taking the time to tell them that sex 

outside of marriage is sinful?  That cohabitation is doubly sinful, because it wraps the sin of fornication in a lie that living 

together is okay? 
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 Do we teach our children to be generous?  Do we teach them to support the church by explaining to them that it 

is important to tithe?  Do we teach them that the pastor and his family need to be loved and supported?  Do we give 

generously of both our time and our money to help those less fortunate, like the victims of Hurricane Laura in Louisiana 

and Texas?  Or do we ignore those who have lost everything so that we can buy things we don’t need, accumulating 

goods that moth and rust destroy?  When we chase after mammon, when we make the accumulation of stuff our 

priority, it is no different than teaching our children to bow down to a golden calf. 

 

  No, we don’t like this teaching of Jesus because we are all antinomians and the Law here smacks us in the face… 

and it stings.  But there is also Gospel here, because Jesus teaches us what amazing love God has for every one of us, 

regardless of age.  The Greek word used in verse two is paidion, which means “infant or young child”.  Not a teenager, 

not a middle schooler, but a small child.  The Son of God thinks little kids are important.  That is why the Church has 

historically Baptized children:  Because God tells us to bring the little children to Him, so that they can be born from 

above and have faith kindled in their hearts through His saving action.  Jesus says that their faith is so important that He 

died for them, too.  Instead of teaching children that Jesus is their buddy, teach them that Jesus is their Savior, their 

rescuer and defender.  Teach them that Jesus is their God.  If they want to know what Jesus looks like, don’t grab that 

coloring book and don’t tell them Jesus is just a feeling in their heart.  Point them to the cross so they know about the 

real God and what He has done for them and for you. 

 

 After we teach our children the Law, we must nor forget to share with them the Gospel.  We tell them that no 

matter how many times they mess up – and they will – Jesus will never let them go.  He cleaned up their mess, just like 

Mom and Dad sometimes have to do.  But unlike Mom and Dad, Jesus will never get fed up and say “Clean it up 

yourself.”  Jesus says “I will always do what you cannot.  I wash you clean and you will stay clean forever.” 

 

We are to teach everyone, regardless of age, about Christ Jesus and what He has accomplished for us.  We are to 

love them by teaching them to love Church, where the Triune God comes to us, where heaven touches earth here in the 

Divine Service and God’s gifts are poured out on us through the Means of Grace.  And we are to model humility, chastity, 

kindness and forgiveness so that they will follow our example and not the world’s.  Children learn to understand God’s 

forgiveness because they understand your forgiveness.  They learn to understand God’s love because they understand 

your love.  We are mirrors for them.  We reflect either the light of Christ or we reflect the darkness of world, one or the 

other.  Hold up the mirror of God, both for the sake of their souls and for your own. 

 

In Jesus holy name, amen.   

Rev. Schopp 


