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President’s Note
Over the past few years, we have taken up several projects at GMC/GGH, some more
involved than others, like the construction of the GMCANA auditorium or the renovation
of lecture galleries. Occasionally, we may ask ourselves why we must take up these
classroom renovations or refurbish the specimens at GMC/GGH, when, as a public
institution, maintenance is the responsibility of the government. In these situations, when
the demand for services is higher than the available resources, the government cannot
always keep up with the constant needs of these public institutions.
Public-private partnership, which is the phrase and action of the moment, is a practice
that is being used to address shortages in numerous global arenas, including those
of medicine, business, academia, and more. Public-private partnerships are a global
necessity that are used not only by small institutions, like GMC/GGH, but also by great
philanthropists, who have created these partnerships to manage issues, like the global
immunization to eradication of infectious diseases around the world. Many of the
successes in these global projects are due to the private individuals and institutions that
assume an active role in public projects.
As a part of our public-private partnership, the alumni of GMCANA have set the
precedent at our college by constructing the GMCANA auditorium and undertaking the
construction of the Podila-GMCANA Superspeciality & Trauma Center at GGH. We must
uphold this precedent, as this partnership is both a necessity and an asset to the further
improvement of our institution.
The translation of our organization’s mission statement into achievable and important
objectives for our alma mater is the core and goal of this presidency. It is an honor and a
privilege to be a part of GMCANA at this important juncture. With sincere appreciation
of this opportunity,

				
				

Uma Devi Gavani, class of ‘65

gmcana auditorium... three years later
part is met by the income generated from renting out space for
outside functions.
GMCANA pays for some maintenance fees, including insurance,
generator and air conditioner maintenance, any structural
repairs, and more recently, for the demolition of dayyalameda,
in preparation for the parking grounds. The income from
the Auditorium Endowment Fund will help to maintain the
auditorium in the future, especially with any major repairs. It
will also ensure that we will never see the building fall into the
same disarray, as some of the buildings in GMC/GGH have, in
the past.
Demolished Dayyalameda area
The GMCANA auditorium was dedicated in January 2005,
during the Global Alumni Homecoming. This auditorium is a
true example of what we can accomplish when we come together
and have a goal in front of us. Our GMCANA auditorium has
set an example for others of what an alumni organization can
do for its alma mater. Some of you had the opportunity to
attend the dedication ceremony and others have visited the
auditorium since its dedication. Some of you, however, have
not yet had a chance to see the facility and may be wondering
how the auditorium is being used, how it is maintained, etc.
Here is a brief update on the GMCANA auditorium and its
developments in 2008.
The Utilization and Management Committee, consisting of nine
members, manages the GMCANA auditorium and its day-today issues. The committee members include: the Principal of
GMC, as Chairman, the Superintendent, as Vice Chairman, four
GMCANA representatives, including the president, as secretary
and treasurer, and two members representing GMCOSA and
Vice Chairman of NTR University of Medical Sciences, as
members-at-large. There is a government GO that appoints this
committee.
The leadership of GMCANA always envisioned a self-supportive
auditorium. We have, however, established an Auditorium
Endowment, through donations, made for the naming rights
of the guest suites for the maintenance of the facility, which
will be used until the auditorium becomes self-sufficient. The
auditorium requires Rs. 40,000 per month in maintenance
fees, including salaries for the employees and the cost of minor
repairs. At present, the electricity bill, the major expense, is paid
by the government, however, it is difficult to cover the price
during the summer, because of the higher cost created by using
the air conditioning in the CME room, which is regularly used
by students. In the past two years, because the AC is turned
on during hot summer months, the U&M Committee has
charged students with a nominal amount of money, in addition
to the government’s contribution to meet the cost. At present
the monthly maintenance cost of the auditorium for the most

The top priority of the auditorium is the educational and
entertaining activities of the students. As part of making the
auditorium self-sufficient, however, the committee now rents
the auditorium for limited outside functions that occur only on
the weekends. Since the dayyalameda is demolished and the
auditorium can be accessed from the outside, without going
through the college, we hope it will be used more frequently and
generate the income necessary for regular maintenance, as well
as pay for the use of the AC without any student contribution.

Currently, we plan to furnish the cellar of the auditorium, the
“ Nutakki Recreation Center”, with some seating and games so
that students can use it as a true recreation center. Plans are
under consideration to complete the parking space around the
auditorium and to finish work on the landscape. A gymnasium
for the students is also being considered, since receiving requests
from students and also to meet the requirement of the Medical
Council of India.
It is very satisfying to note that 33 educational activities
including lectures, workshops and seminars were conducted in
the GMCANA auditorium over the past twelve months. There
were several cultural functions, like concerts, lectures, and
dance programs, also held in the auditorium. All of us can take
great pride in the facility that we have made into a reality. We
must continue to help the auditorium achieve its full potential
and reach its ultimate purpose of being a landmark for our alma
mater.
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GMCANA projects AT GMC & GGH, 2007 – 2008
In our last newsletter, we shared some of the projects that began in the 2007 term. We are now pleased to give you the follow-up
information regarding those projects.

Renovation of Lecture Galleries
Through generous donations from our alumni, we were able to renovate 10 classrooms; some needed more work than others. Some
of the seating required replacement and other seats were simply refinished with a new stain. We have repaired the electrical wiring
and replaced some ceiling fans within the gallery. All the lecture galleries were repainted and all the floors were stained. Some of the
windows needed replacement, because of broken glass, and in a few areas water seepage was fixed and the damage that it caused was
repaired. It has been a very satisfying project with good feedback from both students and staff.
More specific changes, made to the lecture halls, are listed below.

Cooper Hall
Cooper Hall is now the best lecture gallery at GMC. This gallery now
has the capacity to seat 175 students. We have replaced the torn carpet
with tile and built a new dais. Additional lighting and ceiling fans were
added to the hall. With a new LCD projector, this hall is most used by
final-year students. We especially thank the donors from class of ‘64 for
their generosity
Renovated by these members from the class of’ ‘64:
Sambasiva Rao Kottamasu, Butchi Babu Paidipati,
Seetaram Ravipati, Subba Rao Chenumolu, Uday
Kumar Reddy Mullangi
LCD Projector donated by: Ramamohana Rao
Vadlamudi, class of ‘60

Microbiology Lecture Gallery
Renovated by: In memory of his classmate,” Rama Rao
Marri, class of ‘60” Ramamohana Rao Vadlamudi, class
of ‘60

Pathology Lecture Gallery
Old Anatomy Gallery
Biochemistry
Renovated by the class of ’81, in memory of their classmates: Lakshmi
Kumari Nuthakki, Madhusudhana Rao Manchineni, Nageswara Rao
Karlapudi, Padmalatha Mandalapu
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Physiology Lecture Gallery
SPM Lecture Gallery
Anatomy Demonstration Room 1
Anatomy Demonstration gallery 2
Renovated by class of ’80: Through the contributions made by
most of their class

Pediatric Project
Kanaka Durga (’71) and Santhi Swaroop
Vege (’68) donated fifteen beds to the
pediatric department, Which were in
immediate need.

Forensic Gallery
Renovated by Sriharidas Kanuru: By way of a
generous donation, for this and the many other
projects to which he contributed

Pathology Specimen Restoration
Pathology department at GMC has an exclusive
specimen collection, which needed restoration, with
replacement of preservative fluid and some cleaning.
GMCANA with your help was able to take up this
project and the pathology department is very great full
for saving these specimens.

Balasubramanyam Duggirala
Memorial Project
Family and friends of Balasubramanyam Duggirala (class of ’66) have
donated $1,101 in his memory, towards a BiPap machine (a non-invasive
ventilator) for the Fever Hospital. The total cost of this equipment was
$1,700; GMCANA contributed the remaining amount. This donation will
help in the future ventilation of asthmatic and other respiratory patients
who come to the Fever Hospital.
A dedication ceremony was recently held with his family in attendance.
GMCANA – June 2008
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new endowments & awards
Eighth Annual GMCANA Awards
We are pleased to announce the addition of a new endowment to the Department of Physiology. As a memorial and tribute, the family
and friends of Dr. Duggirala Balasubramanyam (class of ’66) have established the Dr. Duggirala Subramanyam Memorial Endowment
Fund in Physiology. An annual award from this endowment will be given to the student with the highest score from his or her final
physiology examination.
During the 61st College Day Celebrations at GMC on Feb 9, 2008, the 8th Annual GMCANA Awards were presented to the awardees.
Our coordinators participated and distributed the awards and we would now like to share with all of you a list of this year’s recipients.

Awardees for 2008
Dr. Tummala Rambrahmam Memorial
GMCANA Research Endowment Fund
2007 Dr. G. Krishna Murthy
Department of Microbiology, $400

Sri Tummala Ramakrishna Sastrullu Memorial Fund
2007 N. Satya Prasad, $200

Sri Vasireddy Seethapathi and
Smt. Gowri Devi Memorial Scholarship:
2007 Rekhapalli Rajasekhar, Highest score in 1st MBBS, $200
2007 Gaddam Prudhvi, Highest score in EAMCET, $200

Dr. Gokaraju Hari Rao Endowment in Anatomy
2007 Rekhapalli Rajasekhar, $200

Anne Pedagopala Rao and Nirmala Endowment Fund
2007 M. Ch. Apurupa, $200

Smt. Tulasi Mahalaxmi and
Sri Nagabhushanam Goriparthi Endowment
2007 C. Lakshmana Rao, $200 for gold medal

Smt. Devabhaktuni Suguna Endowment Fund
2007 Avuthu Sindhuri, $200

Sri Thota Subba Rao and
Smt. Veera Raghavamma Endowment
2007 P. Gayathri, $200

Dr. Mandava Sreemannarayana Murthy
Memorial Fund for General Surgery
2007 Surgery Dept, $200

Munnangi Radhika and Sreenivas Scholarship
2007 P. Rajanadha Reddy, $520

GMCANA Anesthesia Endowment Fund
2007 M. A. Chandra Kumar, $125
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GMC, RMC, and SMC
11th biennial reunion
Arrangements for our 11th GMCANA Biennial Reunion are
now in full swing. As in the past, Rangaraya and Siddhardha
Medical Colleges will join us in these celebrations, being held
Labor Day Weekend (August 30, 2008 –September 1, 2008) at
the Westin Park Central in Dallas, TX.
In a state known for its southern hospitality and its
“everything’s bigger in Texas” mindset, our local coordinators
are going to great lengths to arrange a wide variety of activities
for all ages. They want our alumni to experience that great
southern hospitality and they also want to keep everything at
the reunion large, demonstrating the fact that, in a grand state
like Texas, every thing is bigger. A few highlights from the
program include:

Golf Outing
Keeping with our new tradition, and because many of our
alumni are becoming keen golfers, we will start our reunion
the morning of Saturday, August 30th, with a few rounds of
golf. Fire Wheel Golf Course in Garland, TX is located seven
miles from our venue, Westin Park Central. For information,
contact Chandrasekhar Chintapalli at 201 562 6868 or Email
at cchintapalli@hotmail.com

Individual Class Reunions
Some of our alumni are planning milestone reunions with
their classmates, including the class of 1988, which is
planning their 20th reunion. Our convener, Narasimha Rao
Vemula, is arranging a real global reunion for the class of
1967, with classmates coming to Dallas from India, the UK
and many other countries.
You can also meet
members from your class, during the greater GMCANA
Reunion, and plan your upcoming landmark reunions.
Please contact our Conveners to reserve a room for your class
reunion.

Taste of Texas at South Fork Ranch
It may be the most famous ranch in America and has been
seen in most homes, throughout the world, as the ranch from
the television series “Dallas.” South Fork Ranch offers many
fun-filled activities, such as the exciting Texas Rodeo. The local
cuisine, a feast of Tex-Mex, will be a great reminder of the
Texas hospitality. On Saturday, as evening continues, it only
gets better with entertainment from Shiva Reddy, everybody’s
favorite mimicry artist from India. This event will be a
highlight at the reunion, so please send us your registration
forms to reserve seats for you and your family.

Grand Banquet
Sunday evening is always an elegant affair with cultural
activities and entertainment. We get to reminisce as we watch
the talents some of our fellow alumni. To end the evening,
music director and singer Anand, accompanied by Malathi,
will provide a concert with all your favorite tunes.

Exhibit Halls
Vendors, who have previously attended our reunion, are very
enthusiastic to return. Some new vendors have been added to
the event and will join the others in selling a variety of jewelry,
clothing and accessories. There will also be several medical
booth displays, including electronic medical records and
pharmaceutical companies. Additionally, there are plans for
museum and botanical garden tours for the spouses.

Hotel Reservations
Group hotel reservations have been arranged at the Westin
Park Central. To register for a room, you can call the hotel at
(800) 228-3000 or (972) 385-3000 and ask for the GMCANA
group rate ($89 per night). These special room rates are valid
from August 27th to September 4th for your convenience. As
these low convention rates are only available till August 18th,
we ask you to make your room reservations early.

Airline Reservations
Reservations for air transportation can be made at a group
discount of 5% off the lowest available fares. Contact
American Airlines at (800) 433-1790 and mention group
authorization number A7988AT, registered under GMC
Alumni of North America. These special rates apply from
August 26, 2008 to September 4, 2008.
Check our GMCANA website, www.gmcana.org, for updates
and additional information.
You can print the registration form from the website or
complete it online. We ask that you please make your hotel
reservations when you return the meeting registration form.
Join the celebration and have a great time with your friends
and family. We hope to see all of you at the reunion!
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GMCOSA –
Old students
association
In February 2008, at the annual general body
meeting of GMCOSA, elections were held for new
executive committee members for the 2008–2010
term. The following members were elected for the
upcoming term:
M. Gopichand
President

schedule of events
Tentative Schedule

Saturday, August 30th
Central Activities
1:00 – 5:00 pm
Registration
2:00 – 4:30 pm
Class Reunions

M. Rama Mohan Rao
G. Krishna Murthy
Vice Presidents

Other Activities
8:00 am
5:00 – 11:00 pm

Y. V.S. Prabhakar
V. Balabhaskara Rao
Secretaries

Sunday, August 31st

P. V. Hanumantha Rao
Treasurer
The CME program was held during the annual
meeting, with local and well-known state speakers
covering a variety of topics in lectures held over
the course of the meeting, which was well attended
by members of our general body. The talks and
topics that the members heard included the
following:
1. Physiology and Philosophy of Death
Dr. Shiv Kumar, Professor of Nephrology
at SIVMS in Thirupathi
2. Negative Pressure Therapy: A New Paradigm
in Wound Care
Dr. S. Amarnath, orthopedic surgeon
in Guntur
3. Laproscopies in Urology
Dr. K. Subramanyam, urologist in Hyderabad
4. Decision Making in Difficult Hypertensives
Dr. Raghu, cardiologist in Hyderabad
After the lectures, the meeting continued and
the executive committee discussed improving
communication between members. A few
great ideas came out of the meeting, including
a quarterly newsletter and a news distribution
system, which would be sent over email. The class
of 1976 also announced that they would donate
furniture to Dhanvanthari Hall and plan to later
equip the room with audiovisual equipment.
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11th biennial reunion
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Golf Outing
Taste of Texas at South Fork Ranch

Central Activities
7:30 am – 4:00 pm
Registration
8:00 am – 12:30 pm
CME Program
1:30 – 3:30 pm
Individual College General Body Meetings
GMCANA, RMCANA, SMCANA
4:30 – 5:30 pm
Group Photo Session
Other Activities
7:30 – 9:00 am
8:00 am – 5:00 pm
12:30 – 1:30 pm

Alumni Breakfast
Exhibits
Buffet Lunch

Banquet
6:00 - 7:00 pm
7:00 - 8:00 pm

Cocktail Reception
Presidents address GMC, RMC, and SMC
Convener’s Address
Keynote Speech
8:00 - 9:00 pm
Gala Banquet
9:00 pm - 12:00 mignight Entertainment

Monday, September 1st
8:00 am – 12 noon
10:00 am – 12 noon

Brunch
New Executive Committee Meetings

11th biennial reunion

registration

August 30 – September 1, 2008
Westin Park Central | 12720 Merit Drive | Dallas, TX 75251

Name___________________________________________________________

Circle one: GMC / RMC / SMC

Address_________________________________________________________

Year of Joining________________________

City_____________________________ State_________ Zip______________
E-mail___________________________________________________________
Phone_____________________________ Fax___________________________
Circle one: GMC / RMC / SMC

Spouse/Guest____________________________________________________

		
Year of Joining________________________

Other Guests (If children, please include ages)		
1_____________________________________ Age________

3_____________________________________ Age________

2_____________________________________ Age________

4_____________________________________ Age________
Payment postmarked:
By August 10
After August 10

Alumnus and Spouse (includes CME Registration)

$325

$375

$_____________

Alumnus only (includes CME Registration)

$225

$250

$_____________

Resident in Training and Spouse (with letter of confirmation)

Free

$25 each

$_____________

Guest / Visitor / Children

____ x $100

____ x $125

$_____________

(Children under 5 are free)

Dinner and Entertainment (Saturday)

____ x $50 per person

$_____________

Life Membership (If not a life member)

____ x $250		

$_____________

Additional Sponsorship of Reunion

q $250

q $500

q $1,000

		

q Other

		

$_____________

GRAND TOTAL

$_____________

Chek payble to: GMCANA

For more info please contact:

Hotel reservations:

Mail this form with payment to:

Narasimha Rao Vemula
ph 972-208-2776
email: nraovemula@hotmail.com

Call Westin Park Central
800-228-3000 or 972-385-3000

GMCANA
11th Biennial Reunion
c/o Sita Boppana
P.O. Box 830333
Richardson,TX 75083
ph 972 671 2883
email: drboppana@yahoo.com

Krishna Babu Chunduri
ph 817-545-3927
email:kchunduri@excite.com

Ask for GMCANA group rate
of $89 per night.
Rate only applicable for registrants
of convention.

Rajendra Prasad Sarvai
email: sarva51@yahoo.com
Srinivas Reddy Alla
email: srialla@yahoo.com
or visit us at www.gmcana.org
GMCANA – June 2008
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Donations
2007 – 2008

Endowments				
Rudrama Devi Duggirala
$3,000
Adinarayana Divakaruni
$2,000
Sarojini Kurra
$2,000
Rishimani Adusumilli
$1,000
Ramamohan Turlapati
$1,000
Krishna Duggirala
$500
Sarada Gullapalli
$250
Chandra Anne
$200
Venkat Malladi
$200
Rao.C.Kusuma
$101
Judy Conde
$100
Ruth Nunez
$100
Marna Ortiz
$100
Srinivas Kodali
$100
Ramaraja Yalavarthi
$100
Ramaseshu Anne
$100
Westeren Union
$100
Peggy Shaw
$72
Loretta Grrenidge
$50
Nan Wang
$50
Chan Sesion
$25
Adele Daab
$25
Radhika & Sreenivas Munnangi $520
		
General Donation				
Sriharidas Kanuru
$500

Nuthkki Recreation Center
Ravi Kumar Tripuraneni

$250

Pediatrics				
Sriharidas Kanuru

$500

Podila Prasad – GMCANA
Super Specialty and
Trauma Center
Podila Prasad
Uma Gavani

$250,000
$55,000

Silver Jubilee Patron
Swaroop Muppavarapu

$1000

Transcription 				
Savithri Bhamidipati
$50
Hemalatha Narra
$50
Murali Nalluri
$75
Satyanarayana Nelluri
$50
Raj Sarva
$50
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financial statement
January 07 – May 2008
Presented by Babureddy Sagireddy

Income & Donations			
CME Registration Fees
Nutakki Rec Center
Endowments and Scholarships
Pediatric Fund
Podila-GMCANA Center
SriDevi Memorial Fund
Lecture Gallery Renovation
General Donations
Advertising Fees
GMCANA Awards
Transcription Fees
Life Membership Dues
Silver Jubilee Sponsorship
Diamond Jubilee Sposorship
Dividend & Interest
Total

$800.00
$200.00
$21,101.00
$2,500.00
$305,000.00
$6,750.00
$29,851.00
$2,701.00
$500.00
$1,455.00
$275.00
$4,700.00
$501.00
$12,000.00		
$51,774.14
$440,108.14

Expenses			
Printing
Accounting
Rotary International
Pediatric Beds
AuditoriumRepairs & Gate Installation
Podila-GMCANA Project
Ventillator to ID hospital and Dayyalameda Parking Lot
Classroom Renovation & LCD Projector
GMCANA Awards
Note Book Computer
Wire & Fedex
Total

$7,926.34		
$3,888.36		
$5,500.00		
$2,000.00		
$3,000.00		
$12,400.00
$5,000.00		
$25,000.00		
$5,295.00		
$1,377.54
$97.83
$71,485.07

Account Balances			
CitiBank Money Market Account
$25,814.08		
CitiBank Checking Account
$11,317.19		
CitiBank Podila–GMCANA Project
$292,545.00
Life Membership Fund (A/C # 69F04D20)
$9,317.90		
Auditorium Fund (A/C # 695-04023)
$14,440.30		
General Fund (A/C # 695-04013)
$11,989.92
Endowment Fund (A/C # 69F-04D21)
$261,052.06
Total
$999,146.22
		
Dividends & Interest Details			
Endowment Fund (A/C # 69F-04D21)
$15,346.04
Life Membership Fund (A/C # 69F04D20)
$119,056.31
Citibank A/C
$679.98		
Auditorium Fund (A/C # 695-04023)
$166,365.15
General Fund (A/C # 695-04013)
$122,996.43
Total
$51,774.14
			

minutes of general body meeting
July 2007
The annual general body meeting of
GMCANA was conducted on July 7,
2007, during the TANA convention in
Washington, DC. With more than one
hundred twenty alumni in attendance,
the meeting was called to order. The
minutes from the previous general
body meeting, held in September 2006
in Orlando, were approved. After this
approval, the general body observed a
few minutes of silence in remembrance
of some of our recently deceased
members.
The meeting commenced with
the acknowledgement of two exceptional members of the organization. GMCANA was pleased to distinguish two of our alumni,
Prabhakar Tripuraneni and Chalam Kakarla, for the special recognition that they received from TANA for excellence in medicine for
2007. Sriharidas Kanuru, a member of the Board of Trustees, followed this recognition by presenting the trustee report.
The guest of honor and the Honorable Minister of Medical Education and Health Insurance of Andhra Pradesh, Mrs. Aruna Kumari
Galla, addressed the meeting and complemented GMCANA for our continued involvement and contribution towards the development
of our alma mater. The Health Minister, keeping with our public/private partnership, announced that the government would match
the generous donation from Podila Prasad with Rs5.crores. This money will be put toward the construction of the Podila Prasad
Millennium Super Specialty & Trauma Center at GGH, Guntur.
Several projects that recently started and others that were completed in the 2006-2007 term were recalled, before the leadership
began their discussion of future plans. These plans are focused on how we can best address the shortage of medical staff. One of the
proposals was to add trauma services to GGH, which could attract new patients, as well as new staff. The addition of trauma services
might also increase our eligibility to receive additional government funds.
As the meeting continued, the treasurer, Babureddy Sagireddy, presented the financial report for 2007 and highlighted the status of
different accounts. After his presentation, Ravi Kumar Tripuraneni, Chairman of the Endowment Committee, gave a report on newly
established endowments and presented
the list of 2007 GMCANA Awardees.
Finally, Rama Rajabhushanudu Yalavarthi
presented an update on GMCANA
Auditorium.
Before the meeting ended, members were
reminded that all alumni of GMC are
members of GMCANA and were asked to
take an active role in the organization. The
meeting was adjourned with a resolution to
hold the next general body meeting during
11th Biennial Reunion.
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GMCANA –
Rotary project 2008

call for
nominations

We are pleased to announce that the collaborative project between GMCANA and
the Rotary Club of Stockton, CA was completed in February 2008. The equipment
was formally donated to the superintendent of GGH, Dr. Krishna Rao, in the
presence of Rotarian PDG, Carolyn Jones, a trustee of the Rotary Foundation,
during her visit to the Guntur district. Several local dignitaries, GMCANA
coordinators, Sri Vadlamani Ravi, a member of the HDS, and the Rotarian, Mr. Anil
Harnathka, attended the dedication ceremony.

Nagarjuna R.Ponugoti, chairman of the
nominating committee, hereby calls for the
nominations to the following positions in the
executive committee for the
2008 – 2010 term.

The equipment, valued at Rs 16,18,875, was donated through this collaborative
project. The $5,500 in seed money for this project was provided by GMCANA,
matched by the Rotary Club of Stockton and then doubled by the International
Rotary Club. The following equipment was donated during the dedication
ceremony:
1. Olympus Make Colonovideoscope Rs, 8,50,000
2. Phillips Intellivue MP 20 Multi Channel Monitor with ECG
Resp/SPO2/Temp/IBP/ETCO2 Rs. 3,00,000
3. BPL make Three Channel ECG Machine CARDIART No.4 Rs. 1, 60,000
4. Manman Make Drill System for Orthopedics Rs. 75, 000
5. BPL Make Digital Video Colposcope with color CCD Rs. 1,75,000
6. Olympus Make Biological Microscope Rs. 65, 000
7. One manual ECG Machine to Fever Hospital Rs. 18, 000
Babureddy Sagireddy, treasurer of GMCANA, was instrumental in the initiation
and completion of this project, along with the cooperation of Anil Harnathka
and Ravi Kumar Tripuraneni. We hope that our collaboration with the Rotary
Club will continue in future and will give us the opportunity to further the causes
of our alma mater.

• Four Members for the Board
of Trustees
• President-elect
• Secretary
• Treasurer
• Seven Members for the
Executive Committee
All life members of GMCANA and membersin-training are eligible for a nomination. As a
non-profit organization, GMCANA requires
active participation from its executive
committee members, including such
activities as fund raising, project planning,
annual meeting planning, and overseeing the
various projects at GMC/GGH.
Our bylaws state that only life members
are eligible to vote and hold an executive
position. Any alumnus of GMC can become
a life member by paying one-time dues
of $250. Please consider becoming a life
member, if you have not already done so.
Please send your nominations to:
Nagarjuna Ponugoti
261 E Trailwood Dr
Terre Haute, IN 47802
You can also email the nominations to
nagarjunagmc@gmail.com or to
umagavani@aol.com. All nominations
should be received by August 20, 2008.
The nominating committee will give their
report at the annual general body meeting,
which will be held in Dallas, TX on August
31, 2008, during the 11th Biennial Reunion.
If necessary, an election will be held during
the meeting.
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In rememberance
We would like to call your attention to the members of our community who have passed away this year.

Dr. Pidikiti Lakshmana
Rao, Professor of Cardiology,
passed away on November 14,
2007 in Guntur. A generation
of medical students at Guntur
Medical College spanning from 		
1956 to 1986 have both admired
and been inspired by him.
Dr. Lakshmana Rao was born
in 1927 in Gundimeda in
Guntur District. He graduated
from Andhra Medical College
in 1952 and obtained his M.D in 1954. He was promoted to
Professor of Therapeutics & Principles of Medicine within
five years. He was selected by the National Heart Foundation
of America to undergo training in cardiology at The Johns
Hopkins University, and to work with Dr. Taussig of Blue Baby
Fame (Taissig Anostomosis). In 1976, he was elevated to the
rank of Additional Director of Medical and Health Services
to the Government of AP. He retired from this rank in 1986,
while serving as Principal & Professor of Cardiology at Guntur
Medical College. He continued his services to the profession
and community and was posted as officer on special duty
by the Medical University and Commissioner of AP, Vaidya
Vidhana Parishad, in 1987. He was instrumental in installing the
Coronary Care Unit (CCU) and Guntur Heart Association, the
beneficiaries of which are in thousands.
His discussions were extremely lively, scintillating and enriching
and his teaching method was extremely unique. He was the
most articulate spokesman of his time and he received accolades
for the scholarships and oratory art. We remember him as a
stimulating teacher, excellent physician, and a visionary by all
means.
Both friends and members of the medical community as a whole
will miss him.

In March 2008, Dr. K. R. R.
Mohana Rao, Professor of
Surgery and Vice Chancellor
of NTR University of Medical
Sciences, passed away in Guntur.
He held many key positions in
national, as well as international,
organizations.
He was born in 1922 in
Denduluru village in West
Godavari District. He received
his medical degree from Madras
University in 1947 and worked as an assistant civil surgeon and
also as an anesthetist. He later moved to King George Medical
College in Vizag and received his MS in 1958. He later worked
in Guntur Medical College and Rangaraya Medical College as
a professor of surgery. He accepted the position of Principal
of Siddhardha Medical College for a brief period. He was later
appointed to the position of Vice Chancellor of Nagarjuna
University and he remained there, until his retirement in 1986.
After his retirement, he maintained his presence at GGH, as
Professor of Emeritus in Surgery.
Dr. K. R. R. Mohana Rao was a member of many academic
institutions and committees, and he was recognized by
both national and international scientific organizations. In
recognition of his long and distinguished career, he was
awarded the National B. P. Roy Award and also an honorary
doctorate from Nagarjuna University.
His wife, son and two daughters survive him. His daughter and
son in law Nirmala (‘62) & Krishna Rao (‘58) Pinnamaneni has
donated to GMCANA auditorium in his name for ‘ KRR Mohan
Rao Seminar Hall” and also an Endowment has been instituted
in the Dept. of Surgery in his honor. He was not only a great
surgeon but also a great humanitarian
We extend our heart-felt condolences to his family and close
friends.

Dr. Duggirala Balasubramanyam, class of 1966. passed away on February 13, 2008 in New
York. He was born in Gudivada, Krishna District, in 1948. After graduating from GMC, he came to the
United States and completed his residency in internal medicine. He later received additional training
in rehabilitation medicine and worked at the Veteran’s Administration Hospital in Maryland. His wife
Rudrama Devi Duggirala (’68), also a GMC alumnus, son and a daughter survive him.
He was an excellent student and had a keen interest in basic sciences. In honor of his memory, his
family and friends instituted an Endowment in Physiology in his name, which will be awarded
annually to the student with the highest score in Physiology.
Our sympathies are with his family.
GMCANA – June 2008
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alumni news & NOTES
We share, with great joy, news of the children of our alumni. Recent weddings and births are great occasions for celebration.
We send our warm wishes to the newlyweds, the newly born and their proud parents and grandparents.

Marriages

Frederic Manohar, son of Nirmala (class
of ‘71) and John Vasa, married Maria
Jose on May 24, 2008 in Richmond, VA.
They are both engineers.

Prathibha Gundabolu, daughter of
Durga and Sambasiva Rao Gundabolu
(class of ‘71), married Siva Kumar
Veeramani on September 20, 2007 in
Newcastle, England. She is an intern in
medicine and he is surgical resident.

Roopa Akkineni, daughter of Mani (class
of ‘64) and Sudarsan Rao Akkineni,
married Josef Erlemann in Hyderabad,
India on December 14, 2007. Roopa is
following her cherished dream of teaching
and Josef is a businessman.

New Arrivals

Kieran Jake Beckham was
born on May 3, 2008 to proud
parents, Rupa and Gerry Beckham.
Congratulations to grandparents,
Vema Reddy and Usha Reddy
Challa (class of ‘71).

Vasudha Koganti, daughter of Padma
and Devendra Rao Koganti (class of ‘72),
married Shrenik Shaw on May 10, 2008
in Atlanta GA. Vasudha is a family practice
resident and Shrenik is a general surgery
resident.
Devesh Alexander Stansbury
was born to Smitha and Brian
Stansbury on October 12,
2007. Proud grandparents are
Vijayalakshmi and Maruthi Vara
Prasad Gottimukkala (class of ‘71).

Anita Prasad, daughter of Sudha ( class
of “65) and Babu Prasad (class of “62)
married Ramin in Hyderabad, India in
January 2008.Both are physicians.
Kanthi Paturu Reddi, daughter of
Sumathi Paturu (class of ‘71) and
Lakshmipathi Rao Reddi married
David Franklin Whitten on May 31,
2008 in Huntsville, AL.
14
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Aarti, daughter of Beena and Gopala Rao
Tatineni (class of ‘64) and granddaughter
of Dr. Nutakki Venkateswara Rao,
married Vamsi Mohan in Hyderabad,
India on February 24, 2008.

alumni news & NOTES
Reunions
The 50th reunion of the Guntur Medical College class of 1957 was truly an emotional experience for the alumni, when they met in
November 2007 in Guntur. All in their 70s, the alumni were very excited to see each other and remember their student days at the
college. They could not control their emotions when they met. S. Avulappa and D. Rama Murthy cried out, yelling “Entira Rampa,”
when Balarami Reddy Rampa from the United Kingdom arrived; the alumni have settled all over the globe and so they rarely see each
other. Some have retired from the profession, but others still practice in a small way.
The one person and the one institution that they will never forget are
Guntur Medical College and B. Janardhana Reddy, the principal during
their time as students. The reverence that the alumni have for their
teacher, Dr. Reddy, dominated the conversation at the reunion. As an
outsider, it looked more like a gathering and tribute to honor a great man,
than a reunion for the class of ‘57. “If Rama Sethu has the word Rama
written on every brick it constituted of, on every brick of GMC, BJR is
written,” said the 1957 alumni group. The majority of the group has
kept in touch with their friend, philosopher, and guide, as they prefer to
remember him. He was always much more than their principal.

SRI DEVI
MEMORIAL PROJECT

new life members
The strength of every organization stems from its
membership and GMCANA is no exception. Together
we can accomplish many more goals at GMC/GGH
with your support. We like to invite all of you to join
as life members by paying one-time dues of $250
by completing the registration form included in the
newsletter or you can down load it from our web site,
www.gmcana.org. We also like to ask you to update your
information on our web site if there are any changes.
We welcome the following alumni who became life
members in 2007 - 2008.

Alla Srinivasa Reddy		
Myneni Venkata Narayana
Atluri Prasad		
Ratakonda Sri Devi
Chinthalapudi Srinivasa
		
Vasireddy Hemalatha
Chennareddy Srinivasa		
Doddi Krishna P.
Devabhaktuni Yasoda
Edara Srinivasa
Gogineni Sree Lakshmi

GMCANA – June 2008
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