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PRESIDENT’S NOTE
Mental images are the substance of our memories, and the most 
powerful images are the first formed from new experiences, when 
we first stepped in for admission to Guntur Medical College. The 
reality is our College and the Hospital are drastically different today. 
Guntur Medical College and Government General Hospital are now 
the hub of a massive health care expansion that was undertaken by 
the Government of Andhra Pradesh with the central government 
recognizing GGH as the trauma center. The same is true of our Alumni 
Association. Those of us who have joined the GMCANA and who have 
participated formally in its activities and growth of the Association 
have built upon the foundation laid by our predecessors. Many of 
their hopes and dreams have come to fruition under their watch. As 
the Alumni Association has matured, generations of alumni have also 
reached a point in their lives and careers, where they can now focus on 
giving back to their alma mater for all that they were given.

The maturity of our College and the Hospital and its excellence are 
being matched by the recently announced GMCANA fundraising 
initiative that is coming to fruition in the name of PODILA PRASAD 
- GMCANA Super Specialty and Trauma Center. There is a great 
potential for the proper implementation of the care as this building 
is commissioned into operation. This will be a state of the art facility 
unmatched in its architecture and facilities in the entire state of Andhra 
Pradesh. This will literally transform the patient care for the needy 
and economically disadvantaged patients that live in our districts in 
Andhra Pradesh.

The fulfillment of your relationship with your alma mater will be made 
complete by your joining us in giving to our College and the Hospital. 
Without hesitation and without regard to the size of your giving 
potential, I invite you to complete the circle that you began on the 
day of your interview for acceptance to the College. Guntur Medical 
College and Government General Hospital needs your endorsement 
with your gift, and in reality, you need to fulfill your dream by the 
giving of those gifts.

Babu Sagireddy
P. Babureddy Sagireddy, Class of ‘83

“Philanthropy is almost the only virtue 
which is sufficiently appreciated by mankind.

                                                   -Henry David Thoreau
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REPORT FROM THE DESK OF CHAIRMAN 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES GMCANA

Dear Alumni;
I am very happy to report that your organization, Guntur Medical 
College Alumni of North America (GMCANA) is doing an 
excellent job and is in good hands. Various committees, in 
particular, the Building committee, the Finance committee, the 
Executive committee and our coordinators in India are working 
tirelessly, with great stamina and enthusiasm and it is not an 
exaggeration to say, working day and night. They are looking 
over with an eagle eye on various projects, the endowments, 
the auditorium, the educational supplies and donations like 
the books, the journals, the computers, the finances, the 
membership recruitment, the fund rising (I will come to that in 
a minute) just to name a few but the “ Podila Prasad GMCANA 
Super Specialty & Trauma center” at Government General 
Hospital, Guntur is the pinnacle of our organization now.
To refresh your memories, just few years ago, Guntur Medical 
College (GMC) and Government General Hospital (GGH) 
were in big trouble, threatened to loose its accreditation, and 
reduced medical college under graduate seats, possible loss 
of postgraduate training. The buildings, the classrooms, the 
laboratories, the museums are not the same as we know them 
once upon a time. Not only, there was no improvement but 
also there is degradation with no attention. The technological 
medical advances around the globe are phenomenal but our 
hospital being public and Government funded has not kept up. 
In fact, our Guntur Medical College was one of the highly rated 
and best colleges in our times and lot of students and staff alike, 
felt lucky to be associated with this college. Not any more.
We were lucky. We finished our education there under the 
wings of good teachers, educators, mentors and administrators. 
We joined the college when we were so young and naïve. 
We matured, progressed, learned and became professionals. 
By God’s blessings, we are all doing good and certainly, our 
college played a significant role in our well being today. Nearly, 
four years ago, when the situation was desperate, a kind donor 
by the name of Dr. Podila Venkata Prasad, (81) came forward 
with more than a million dollars to help. The leadership knew 
ahead, the hard task, the consumption of time, the tremendous 
commitment and had two options, one to ignore and move on 
or the second, to face the challenge. Not doing any thing may 
be the end, so the leadership opted for the challenge, trusting its 
members will rise to the occasion.
Over this period, after the beginning of the construction, there 
were more hurdles than expected.  Transfers and changes of 
people in key positions, never ending roadblocks, changing 
plans and costs, priorities of the Government are just a few 
to mention. A vision and a dream for an operational six-story 
building remains a dream unless some Angeles help and come 
to our rescue. I request you to be an Angel.
There are so many worthy causes and organizations in your own 
town and other places that you may already have committed. 
Today’s economic conditions, the future medical earnings, 
the taxes, may be a pull back to your giving mind. That is the 
reason why, I feel uncomfortable asking for money. 

However, the gratitude to the college, and saving the sinking ship,  
I believe merits, our efforts and donations alike. Many of you gave 
so much money in the past. You can take pride of your participation. 
Every single dollar you gave, was spent for the just cause. There 
were no administrative costs. 
Each floor, costs nearly one million dollars.  There is not enough 
money. We need about half a million dollars more, to finish 
Ground plus three floors of the project, not a complete project but 
a functional project. I am appealing to your good heart, to donate 
generously. Your donation is very important to the organization, 
but your participation is equally or more important. Your donation 
combined with others will have an enormous positive impact on 
the out come and success of this mission and you will certainly 
be recognized by GMCANA as well as GMC/GGH for your 
generosity. All donations are completely tax deductible.
I also recognize my own shortcomings. I wish, I know all of you 
personally; I wish I could call all of you and appeal to you. I wish 
I also know where you are, but I do not. There fore this one is my 
second appeal to you today. You can use your own imagination and 
plan.  Just to give you an idea, you can call your classmates, friends, 
family, alumni in town and else where, colleagues in your own 
specialty, approach pharmaceutical, equipment sales persons and 
so on. If all of us, the Board of Trustees, the Executive members, 
the Alumni work together, this journey to reach this goal will be so 
easy. Failure, with out effort, is insulting and is not an option.
There is some urgency. We need the donations now. So that, the 
GMCANA building committee in collaboration with the Andhra 
Pradesh Government can plan, call for bids, finish the commitment 
and hand over to the authorities by our Biennial meeting in 
September 2012. For additional information please see the donor 
contribution form at the end of the newsletter. Alternatively, attend 
General Body meeting in Santa Clara, CA in association with 
TANA, July 2011
Once again, I appreciate you reading this letter and rolling up your 
sleeves. With your love and generous support, this GMCANA, 
your organization, survived, prospered and shined!

Sincerely,
With warm regards,

Bhaskar
Bhaskara Murthi. Ponnuru (63)
Chairman, Board of Trustees GMCANA.
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PODILA PRASD - GMCANA SUPER SECIALTY & 
TRAUMA CENTER TOTAL DONATIONS COLLECTED
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Jayasree & Venkata Prasad Podila (81)  $1,057,000.00
Uma Devi Gavani (65)& Ramachandra Rao Kanuri $100,000.00 Jyotirmayi & Syamsundar Vemulapalli (83) $5,000.00
Umalakshmi ( 76) & Raja Kumar Thotakura (74) $100,000.00 Samrajyam & Ramachandra Rao Kolluru (68) $5,000.00
Vijaya (84) & Lalbahadur Nagabhairu (84) $50,000.00 Basava Purnaiah Kunamneni (62) $5,000.00
Nirmala Kumari Narla (64) $50,000.00 Padmavathi & Satya Prasad Tummala (76) $4,000.00
Lalitha Sree (71)& Bhaskara Murthy Ponnuru(63) $50,000.00 Aruna & Ramesh Kancherla (76) $4,000.00
Rama Devi & Bapuchand Aluri (81) $50,000.00 Sai Vijaya (76) & Siva Prasad Bellam (81) $4,000.00
Suneetha& Subbaraju Kosuru (79) $50,000.00 Satyavathi (76) & Venkateswara Prasad Atluri $4,000.00
Shalini (72) & Rajeswara Rao Patcha (68) $50,000.00 Pramila & Krishna Rao Gorrepati (75) $3,000.00
Swarajya Lakshmi (68) & Veeraiah Choudary Perni (64) $50,000.00 Sujana (90) & Chowdary Rayani (88) $3,000.00
Lakshmi (66) & Choudary Ganga $50,000.00 Jayalakshmi & Sudharam Idupuganti (68) $3,000.00
Durga Rani & Srinivas Pavuluri (81) $37,500.00 Sarojini (68) & Pratap Kurra $3,000.00
Kavitha & Lenin Pinnamaneni (66) $35,000.00 Swaroopa Rani & Krishna Babu Chunduri (67) $2,500.00
Gouthami & Nasaraiah Nallamothu (81) $34,000.00 Uma Devi & Venkateswara Rao Kata (60) $2,500.00
Kamala & Sriharidas Kanuru (60) $50,150.00 Vijayalakshmi & Narasimha Rao Vemula (67) $2,500.00
Jagadeesh Gaddipati (68) $25,001.00 Bindu & Srinivas Katragadda (81) $2,500.00
Bharathi & Babureddy Sagireddy (83) $25,000.00 Ammani (57) & Ghanteswara Rao Dasari $2,016.00
Swarajyalakshmi (63) & Nageswara Rao Latchamsetty(60) $25,000.00 Vijayalakshmi (64) & Premchand Bapu Arekapudi (62) $2,001.00
Bharathi & Satyanarayana Nelluri(81) $25,000.00 Lakshmi Kumari& Allamaneni Kaleswara Rao (72) $2,001.00
Lakshmi & Venkat Thota(79) $25,000.00 Aparna (86)& Sreemannarayana Murthy Vuppala $2,000.00
Venkatarama Prasad Paturu (79) $25,000.00 Subbarao Kunchala (65) $2,000.00
Jeevika Rani & Sri Krishna Murthy Talluri $25,000.00 Nagamani (68) Saikumar Padala $2,000.00
Saraswathi & Venkata Subba Rao Uppuluri (63) $25,000.00 Jyotshna (67) & Mohandas Narla $2,000.00
Bharathi & Sivasagar Gummadi (82) $25,000.00 Ramaseshu (67)& Chandrasekhar Rao Anne $2,000.00
Lakshmi& Muralikrishna Nalluri (81) $20,000.00 Janaki (71) & Vijaya Koka (67) $2,000.00
Anuradha & Ravi Kumar Vemuru(75) $10,000.00 Usha Rani & Sambasiva Rao Marupudi (68) $2,000.00
Suhasini(75) & Chalapathi Rao Gudipati (71) $10,000.00 Gayatri Devi ( 79) & Muralidhar Nimmagadda $2,232.00
Premalatha (65)& Premkumarchand Vindhya(65) $10,000.00 Bharathi & Murthy GK.Manne (62) $1,001.00
Ratna Kumari(67) & Syamsundara Babu Zampani (67) $10,000.00 Sumitra & Ramireddy Obula Reddy (62) $1,001.00
Lalitha (71) & Karlu Rambhala $10,000.00 Sucheta & Ramakrishna Rao Vege (65) $1,000.00
Jyotsna & Ravi Kumar Tripuraneni (71) $10,000.00 Geetha Bhavani Kandimala(94)& Suresh Arekatla $1,000.00
Usha & Venkataratnam Machiraju (62) $10,000.00 Jyothi & Lakshmi Prasad Gadde (62) $1,000.00
Rama Devi (68)& Venkata Rao Kondragunta (68) $10,000.00 Rama Devi (82) & Somasekhara Rao Bandi $1,000.00
Uma & Basavapunnaiah Ancha (82) $10,000.00 Indira & Sri Krishna Murthy Nuthi (58) $1,000.00
Sujata & Ramagopala Reddy Avutu(60) $9,101.00 Kamalasudha (67) & Butchi Babu Paidipati (64) $1,000.00
Padminipriya (84) & Prabhakar Tummala $6,000.00 Prasad N. Ankineedu (81) $1,000.00
Kedarnath Chintapalli (68) $5,400.00 Dilip Kumar Vasireddy (88) $1,000.00
Shoba& Sadasiva Rao Katta (75) $5,000.00 Suhasini Pinapati(68) &Jayakumar Pagadala  $1,000.00
Aruna & Suryaprakash Ganti (75) $5,000.00 Usha & Murthy S Vemuri (68) $1,000.00
Vijaya & Gowtham Mulpur $5,000.00 Jyothi & Lokeswara Rao Edara (76) $1,000.00
Lakshmi & Srihari Patibandla (75) $5,000.00 Vasundhara & Sitarama Rao Bobba (60) $1,000.00
Lakshmi(75) & Kumara Prathipati $5,000.00 Sudha Rani (68) & Sitarama Swamy Katrgadda $1,000.00
Sudha (65) & Babu Prasad (62) $5,000.00 Prabha & Sarma R.Kunda (65) $1,000.00
Shailaja& Srinivas Chintalapudi(85) $5,000.00 Nalini & Venugopal Devabhaktuni (76) $1,000.00
Jyoti (67) & Ramanarao Mettu (67) $5,000.00 Srinivasa Rao Chandragiri $1,000.00
Phani & Vijaya Prasad Tummla (71) $5,000.00 Padma & Ramakrishna Bandi (67) $1,000.00
Nalini (68) & Venkata Rao Tella $5,000.00 Vani & Prasad Ancha (72) $1,000.00
Nagamma (66)& Ramanadham Kilaru (64) $5,000.00 Vijayalakshmi & Ratnam Chowdary Chirumamilla (65) $1,000.00
Krishna Kumari (72)& Babu Rao  Kakani $5,000.00 Radha (64)& Bhujanga Rao Chintamaneni(60) $1,000.00
Sobha Rani (67) & Sudhakar Podila (71) $5,000.00 Kutumba Rao Veluvolu (66) $500.00
Prabhavathi (67) & Madhusudana Rao Ghanta $5,000.00 Rama & Sudheer C.Atluri $500.00
Usha Rani (71) & Vema Reddy Challa (71) $5,000.00 Shireesha & Lakshmana Das Narla (69) $500.00
Sulochana (67) & Ramarajabhushnudu Yalavarthi(67) $5,000.00 Padmaja & Ramakrishna Vennam (68) $250.00
Mahalakshmi (67) & Sambasiva Rao Kottamasu (64) $5,000.00 Lingamallu SK Cattamanchi $156.00
Vijaya & Maruthi Gottimukkla (71) $5,000.00 Gail Sockwell $70.00
Rama Lakshmi & Sayiji Rao Donepudi (67) $5,000.00  Sonya Wells $25.00
Ratna Kumari(66) & Hema Prasad Yadla $5,000.00  Elaine Perkins Baugh $20.00
Suneetha & Venkateswara Rao Dharmavarapu (80) $5,000.00 Terrie Fuller $20.00
Srikala & Lakshma Reddy Tiyyagura (83) $5,000.00 Cindy King $20.00

Interest Total $16,787.70
Total Donations for the Project Including Interest Earned $2,395,252.70
Total Spent for the Project as of 5/20/2011 $1,080,440.00
Total Available for the Project $1,314,812.70



PODILA PRASAD - GMCANA
Super Specialty & Trauma Center

AT GOVERNMENT GENERAL HOSPITAL, GUNTUR

Donor Contribution form 

GMCANA, as the sponsoring organization of this project, is also organizing fund development among its members for the 
project completion. GMCANA is an important component of this Public Private Partnership and as members of GM-
CANA; we are all partners of this project and every one is invited to take an active role by becoming a donor and help to 
complete this project on time. The following categories are identified for individual contributions. 
GRANd BENEfACTORS: $10,000 or Rs. 4,00,000 and above 
Names of all Grand Benefactors will be recognized on the “Wall of Recognition” permanently in the specific category. 
Donations significantly greater than $10,000 will be listed in separate categories. 
BENEfACTORS: $5,000 - $9,999 or Rs. 2,00,000 – Rs.3,99,999 
Names of all Benefactors are etched on the “Wall of Recognition” permanently in the specific category of Benefactors. 
DONORS: $2000 - $4,999 or Rs. 80,000 - Rs. 1,99,999 
Names of all donors are etched on the “Wall of Recognition” in the building permanently in the specific category of “Do-
nors” 
CONTRIBUTORS: $1,000 - $2,000 or Rs.40,000 - 80,000 
Names of all contributors will be recognized appropriately 
I am / we are excited to be contributing to the improvement of our alma mater by joining the Podila – GMCANA Project 
Partnership and would like to be:  (Circle one and specify the amount of contribution) 

    amount 
Grand Benefactor  $10,000 and above ______________   Naming Rights Program 

Benefactor   $5,000 - $9,999 ______________    Sponsoring area ____________________

Donor    $2,000 - $4,999 ______________    Floor _____________________________

Contributor   $1,000 - $1,999 ______________    Amount  __________________________

I/We would like this donation, for the amount of $____________________ recognized in the following name/s. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

last name   First name    Middle name             year Joined       

_________________________________________________
Spouse’s name 

Please make your tax-deductible donation check to 
GMCANA with a memo to “Podila GMCANA Project”. 

All checks are to be mailed to: GMCANA, 
2626 GrapevineTerrace, Fremont, CA, 94539  
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ELEVENTH ANNUAL GMCANA AWARDS
Ravikumar Tripuraneni (’71) Chairman, Endowment Committee

During the GMCOSA celebrations on the 13th of February 2011, the 11th annual GMCANA awards were presented to 
the following awardees. Our coordinators participated and distributed the awards. We would like to share the name of the 
awards and awardees.

Dr.Tummala Ramabrahmam, M.D, 
Memorial GMCANA Research Endowment Fund
2010 : Dr. Renuka I.V , Prof. & HOD, &
Dr. Sailabala . G, Professor of Pathology
Department of Pathology, $400
Sri Vasireddy Seetapati & Gowri Devi 
Scholarship Fund
2011 : Poornima K, Highest in EAMCET, $200
2011 : Ramya Hasini M – First in fi rst MBBS. $200

Smt Devabhaktuni Suguna 
Endowment Fund in Pathology. 
2011 : Aparanji G, $200

Anne Pedagopalarao and Nirmala 
Endowment Fund in Internal Medicine
2010 : Lakshmi Sirisha S - $200

Dr. Duggirala Bala Subramanyam 
Memorial Endowment Fund in Physiology.
2011 : Ramya Hasini .M, $200
Sri Thota Subba Rao & Smt Veera Raghavamma 
Endowment Fund.
2010 : Priyadarshini M – $200

Chandrakala, Kavitha & Rajyalakshmi 
Memorial Fund in Biochemistry - Class of 1988.
2010 : Rama Devi Ch, $200

Sri Nagabhushnam Goriparthi 
Endowment Fund in Obg & Gyn. 
2010 : Karthik M – 2004 batch  $200
2010 : Vijay Shailendra A – 2005 batch  $200

Gokaraju Hari Rao 
Endowment Fund in Anatomy
2010 : Gowri Naidu . P & Neeren R, $200
Dr. Kancherla Aruna Prasad 
Memorial Endowment Scholarship Fund.
2010 : Omkar Ayyappa D, $200
Sri Tummmala Ramakrishna Sastrullu 
Memorial Fund --$ 200
2010 : Rama Kishore Y, $200

GMCANA scholarships for academically bright 
and economically disadvantaged students.
2010 : Bhuvaneswari Devi B (2006 batch) 
           Reddy Harika (2009 batch) $ 250 each

Dr. Mandava Sreemannarayana Murthy, 
Memorial Endowment Fund : 
Dept of General surgery, $200

ENDOWMENT AWARDS

GMCOSA day was celebrated on February 13th 2011. This was 
started after garlanding the statue of Smt. Achanta Rukminamma 
under the leadership of the GMCOSA headed by its president 
Dr. M. Ramamohan Rao Retired Professor of Orthopedics, 
GMC. The 11th GMCANA endowment prizes were awarded at 
the GMCOSA function

Our coordinators in India met the New Principal of GMC Dr. 
K. S. Varaprasad in January 2011. GMCANA appreciates the 
services of Dr. K.S. Varaprasad, in helping to improve the 
facilities and education at our Alma Mater. Seen in the Picture 
Left to Right are Drs. G. Krishnamurthy, YVS Prabhakar, K.S. 
Varaprasad, D. Phanibhushan, P. V. Hanumantha Rao, V. Bala 
Bhaskara Rao

7



In Loving Memmory of 

DR. BHASKAR REDDY
TEACHER, GUIDING LIGHT, 

& AN ICON OF GMC

Dr.D.Bhaskara Reddy 
(1924 -2011)

Dr.Duvvuru Bhaskara Reddy (87) passed 
away in Hyderabad on Tuesday March 15th, 
2011. He was the Head of the Department 
of Pathology and Principal of the Guntur 
Medical college in 1970s Dr. Reddy held 
many important posts such as the Principal 
of Kurnool and Guntur Medical Colleges. 
He retired from government service as 
Director of Medical and Health Education in 
1982. Subsequently, he was appointed Vice-
Chancellor of Nagarjuna University, Guntur 
and Director of Nizam’s Institute of Medical 
Sciences. 
An excellent academician, he was the 
president of Indian Society of Pathology 
and Microbiology in 1978 and president of 
Indian Division of International Academy of 
Pathologists. He was a superb teacher and 
was well known for his punctuality and for 
his strict discipline in the medical colleges 
where he worked as principal. He attended the 
General body meeting of GMCANA at TANA 
meeting in Philadelphia in June 2001.

ALUMNI NEWS
By laws amendment in regards to the compliance offi cer

As per the IRS guidelines, non profi t organizations like ours needs 
to have a compliance policy and an offi cer in charge for this. So the 
appropriate additions are made to the bylaws and will be presented at the 
general body meeting to be held on 2nd of July 2011 from 4 to 6 PM, 
at the TANA Convention in Santa Clara. Dr. Ravi Tripuraneni (71) was 
unanimously appointed by the executive committee in a teleconference 
in January of 2011 as its fi rst offi cer.

Satya Bhanu Chaparala (75)
Srinivas Katragadda (81)
Satyanarayana Malur (72)

Nasaraiah Nallamothu (81)
Rajendra Bobba (85)
Chandra Koritala (79)

S. Murthy Badiga (75)
Prasad V. N. Kandula (78)
Lathamanjari Myla (83)

New life members at the 2010 Reunion

Dr. CMK Reddy, Class of 1958, a 
Distinguished Professor of Surgery 
was felicitated by Honorable Smt. 
Pratibha Patil, the President of India 
on May 4, 2011 for his outstanding 
professional contribution and 
community service particularly 
to Jain community over the last 4 
decades. GMCANA is very proud 
to share this accomplishment by our 
GMC Alumnus.

A tribute to Indian American 
cardiologist Dr Rao Musunuru 
was entered into the Congressional 
Record during the fi rst session of 
the 112th United States Congress 
on January 6, 2011 for his extensive 
community service and medical, 
scientifi c, humanitarian, educational 
and philanthropic contributions, 
by United States Representative 
Gus Bilirakis, Florida Republican. 
GMCANA congratulates Dr. S. 
Rao Musunru Class of 1968 for this 
achievement.
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BHARAT JYOTHI certifi cate of 
excellence award was bestowed 
upon Dr. K. Anjireddy by the 
Indian Internatinal Friendship 
Society. GMCNA congratulates 
him on the eve of this

GMCANA would like to recognize 
and congratulate, Dr. Tanneru 
Venugopal class of 1975, for being 
appointed as the Registrar of 
APUHS and for his commitment to 
improving Medical Education in the 
state of A.P.,

Chandrasekhar Chintapalli (81)
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On the auspicious occasion of the 
62nd Republic Day ceremonies in 
New Delhi, fi fty prominent NRIs 
from various fi elds and different 
countries received the HIND 
RATTAN AWARD. This award is 
given to Non resident Indians, who 
have transformed the economies 
and have come to occupy a place 

Class of 1985 celebrated their 
Silver Jubilee Reunion in 
July 2010. In memory of their 
reunion they have decided to 
renovate the Journal section 
in the library to pay homage 
to two of their classmates 
Raju and Laksmi, who passed 
away. This was inaugurated 
on 28th of December 2010 by 
Dr. Venkateswara Rao class 
of 1971, Principal of GMC. 
GMCANA appreciates their 
commitment to the alma mater.

Dr. Sriharidas Kanuru 
(60) has donated a lot 
of money and time to 
our Alma Mater and his 
commitment to the GMC 
& GGH is unconditional. 
He has been involved in 
multiple projects at our 
Alma Mater. Recently 
he has donated reference 
books and the shelf to 
the Library. This was 
inaugurated by Dr. 
Yalavarthi Ramaraja (67), 
when he was visiting India 
in December 2010.

Dr. Vemuri S. Murthy, 
Class of 1968, was 
given the “IAMA 
D i s t i n g u i s h e d 
Physician of the 
year 2010” award 
at a ceremony in 
Chicago. GMCANA 
is proud of Dr. Murthy 
and his passionate 
contributions to 
emergency Medical 
care and education 
and his involvement in 
SMILE, SHARE, AHA 
and other national and 
local organizations.

of pride in the countries of 
destination and have contributed 
very signifi cantly to knowledge, 
innovation and prosperity. Dr. 
Veeriah Choudary, class of 1964 
was one of the recipients of this 
award. GMCANA Congratulates 
Dr. Veeriah Choudary for this 
well deserved recognition.








     - Ramaraja Yalavarthi

HIGH LIGHTS OF 1971 BATCH 
RUBY JUBILEE REUNION 

( JAN 14-17, 2011)
Ravikumar Tripuraneni, MD 

True to its tradition of friendship and commitment to Alma 
mater the class of 1971, celebrated it’s Ruby Jubilee (40th 
year of joining GMC) Reunion in style at our own college 
campus. This follows our successful Silver Jubilee reunion in 
1996. A total of 97 alumni (record number) attended from all 
over the world including 30 from abroad (Sri Lanka, Libya, 
Middle East, UK and USA)  

The meeting started on January 14th with icebreaking at 
the GMCANA auditorium with the participants registering 
and mingling with each other and reminiscing the past. 
Inauguration of the event was followed by an exceptional 
entertainment program with our own batch mates performing 
a playlet “BHUR BHUVA SWAHA (BBS) and acronym 
for Bharya Bhaditula Sangham.  This was followed by the 
professional music program by the MAA TV singers,  same 
group that performed at the St. Louis Reunion.   

On January 15th a White coat ceremony was done at the 
entrance of Anatomy theatre with all attendees cloaked with 
white coats by our teachers Drs Ch. Nageswara Rao and NVS 
Choudary. Digital version of NADU NEDU II was presented 
with details of all alumni and their families along with 
introductions. There was a very stimulating philosophy lecture 
“Learn to unlearn” by Dr. V. Sivakumar, Prof of Nephrology 
from SIMS, Tirupati. The program ended with honoring 
teachers and cake cutting ceremony with 40 candles. A special 
train coach was arranged from Guntur to Visakhapatnam where 
over 60 alumni travelled to Araku valley for a two day trip 
which was refreshing. Several visits to the local attractions 
and a brief city tour of Vizag were wonderful. We returned 
back on board our special train coach to Guntur. Our hearts 
were heavy with feelings to leave our friends, but we are all 
going to “treasure for life” this wonderful experience.

CLASS REUNIONS

On the eve of our reunion USA alumni of class of ’71 
donated 50 Chairs to the reading room at GMC for 
the use by students, in memory of the 11 alumni that 
passed away. 

This was inaugurated on 21st of May 2011 by Dr. K. 
S. Varaprasad, Principal of GMC, also in attendance 
Dr. D. Phanibhushan, class of 1971, Superintendent 
GGH, GMCANA appreciates their commitment to 
the alma mater. 
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Announcing the Golden 
Jubilee reunion of class 
of 1962.
Class of 1962 will be having their 
Golden Jubilee reunion on 27, 28, 29th 
January, 2012. All of the alumni from 
their class are requested to attend and 
make it a huge success. Wish them all 
the best for their reunion.

For details please contact :- 
Dr. Mantena Narasaraju 9849989808
email: raju@mantena.com 

Golden memories of 1961 batch reunion by Dr. Velagapudi Bapuji Rao
After 2 years of meticulous planning by our 1961 batch colleagues Drs Ganeshwara Rao & Ramamohana Rao with assistance 
from their spouses & a few others residing in AP we had a splendid reunion on the 9th, 10th &11th of January 2011 at 
GMCANA auditorioum. About 90 of us from a total of 152 were able to attend. We were pleased to see a few of our friends who 
were not in good health, travelling in wheel chairs, thanks to the efforts of their spouses & friends. Since then Dr. K. Raghava 
Prasad passed away leaving us with treasurable memories. We honored a few of of our teachers such as Dr.K. Bhaskara Reddy, 
Dr. Satyabhama Reddy, Dr. .K. Sadasiva Rao, Dr. C.Mallikharjuna Rao, Dr. Sita Devi & Dr. M.Gopalakrishna during the 
function. The highlights of our reunion were a melodius Telugu Talli rendering with visual accompaniments, playlet” America 
Alludu”, dance by Dr. Sruthi, self introductions of all the delegates, visit to the bird sanctuary & amusement park at Hailands 
& a reception at NRI hospital. It was a thrilling experience that most of the entertainment was from our classmates. A well 
informative souvenir was published. Overall, it was a spectacular reunion as most of us haven’t seen each other for nearly 
forty five years. In spite of our respectable mid sixties age range we were able to recognize each other. Of course, after some 
initial hesitation and then parted with  golden memories reassuring each other that at least some of us would be able to meet 
again in the future!!



GMCANA celebrated the 12th Biennial reunion over 
the Labor Day weekend at the historic Union Station 
Marriott Hotel in St. Louis, from September 4-6, 2010.

The golf outing and the boat trip with the city skyline 
adored with the beautiful iconic St. Louis Arch provided 
a wonderful opportunity to mingle and share the past 
experiences with friends and family while enjoying the 
cool breeze from the Missouri river.

The CME lectures were interesting and drew the 
attention of everyone. Padmasri Dr. Bhupathi Somaraju, 
surprised every one with his humorous presentation. 
Dr. Gopichand Mannam reflected on the state of health 
care in our homeland. General body meeting was a 
great success gauging from the spontaneous response 
from the alumni with their incredible generosity. 
GMCANA coordinators Dr. P.V. Hanumantha Rao and 
Dr. YVS Prabhakar did a wonderful job of informing our 
members about GMCANA’s ongoing activities and their 
appropriateness to our Alma Mater. There were several 
donors who voluntarily approached our leadership 
throughout the reunion, to donate towards PODILA-
GMCANA Super Specialty and Trauma Center project. 
Our wonderful member directory 2010 was unveiled 
by Dr. Subramanyam Vadlamani of 1958 batch to great 
acclaim.

The evening program was very well coordinated and 
entertaining to all the attendees, judging from the number 
of people still in the hall till 12 midnight. All the speeches 
were short, sweet and to the point. Music entertainment 
by Maa TV singers was exceptionally pleasing.

Dr. Ramaraja Yalavarthi (67), with his usual sense of 
humor as the master of ceremonies kept the audience 
engaged and entertained throughout the evening. Several 
donors came forward with their generous contributions 
towards Podila GMCANA building project, Of note is 
the donation of $100,000 towards the project by Drs. 

Umalakshmi (76) & Raja Kumar Thotakura (74). Dr. 
Srihari Das Kanuru (60), Chairman Building Committee 
made an incredible pledge of donating $1000 every 
month until his retirement, and asked every alumnus 
who is in practice for over 10 years to donate at least 
$1000 towards the timely completion of this project in 
progress at GGH.

Our new executive committee had its inaugural meeting 
on Monday the 6th of September 2010 along with the 
board of trustees and the building committee members. 
The future course of events with a special emphasis 
on fund raising for the Podila-GMCANA project was 
discussed in detail. We were happy to have in attendance 
our coordinators from India Dr. YVS Prabhakar and Dr. 
P. V. Hanumantha Rao and GMCOSA past President Dr. 
Gopichand Mannam.

The turn out was excellent and beyond our expectations. 
This was possible from the special efforts of alumni 
leaderships from not only GMCANA, but also RMCANA 
and SMCANA. The venue was great, as were the 
arrangements by the organizing committee. Their hard 
work and attention to detail could be seen at every step.

This reunion was special because 25 years ago the 
GMCANA was registered in St. Louis. This felt like 
an adult coming back to its brithplace. This reunion 
was made memorable by a lot of our Alumni putting 
their hard work into planning this. Special  thanks 
to the local organizers Drs. Babu Rajendra Prasad 
Dandamudi, Ramarao Kaza, Lata Ravi, Venkateswararao 
Dharmavarapu, Bapuji Darsi, Ramakrishna Gondi, 
Rajyalakshmi Naidu, Sandhya Yanamadala, Srinivas 
Chilakamarri, Kurmanatha Rao Chadalawada, Rama 
Atluri, and Ramana Kolli without whose efforts this 
would not have been possible. All the attendees left with 
another memorable reunion. Looking forward to joining 
you all in the next reunion in 2012.

12TH BIENNIAL REUNION
Septmeber 4 – 6, 2010, St. Louis, MO
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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL BODY MEETING AT THE 
ST. LOUIS REUNION, SEPT 5, 2010

GMCANA 
GENERAL BODY MEETING - 2011

Our annual General Body meeting will be held on SATURDAY, JULY 2, 
2011 FROM 4-6 PM at the TANA convention that is being held in Santa 
Clara from the 1st through the 3rd of July. Smt. Galla Aruna Kumari, 
Honorable Minister for Mines and Geology, Government of Andhra 
Pradesh, will be the Chief Guest at the General Body Meeting. Please 
make your travel arrangements to accommodate time for this meeting.

The GMCANA general body meeting was held during the 12th Biannual reunion at St. Louis on Sept 5th 2010. 
President Dr. Satyanarayana Nelluri called the meeting to order at 1.45 PM. The general body was attended by about 
one hundred alumni. A moment of silence was observed to pay tributes to Dr. Gollapudi Gopalakrishna Murthy, 
(1957) MD, Phd. and Dr. Kongara Kodandaramaiah, (1917 – 2009) who was a beloved teacher to lot of our alumni.

The minutes from the general body meeting in July 2009 were motioned and seconded and received its final approval. 

Dr. Sriharidas Kanuru (60), chairman of the building committee and Dr. YVS Prabhakar, GMCANA chief coordinator 
in India, gave a detailed report about progress of the Podila Prasad GMCANA super specialty and trauma center. He 
apealed for more donations from the alumni to complete the project as planned 

Dr. Satyanarayana Nelluri (81) and Dr. P.V. Hanumantha Rao (GMCANA Coordinator in India) presented the 
activities of the organization over the past two years. This included audio visuals, Dr. Popuri Punnaiah Memorial 
fund, which included donation of digital camera, donation of nebulizers, donation of patient beds to GGH, 
Dr.Chalasani Memorial Project – Library Books donation, Dr.Gollapudi Gopalakrishna Murthy Memorial project, 
E-Library, providing continuous running water at the Pediatric unit in GGH. Dedication of Dr. Nutakki Recreation 
Center/Gymnasium to the GMC, Renovation of Physiology seminar room. Presented about the hemodialysis unit 
and the cardiac coronary angiogram project, the new public-private partnerships at the GGH.

Dr. Bhaskaramurhty Ponnuru (63), Chairman, Board of trustees, presented the trustees report. Dr, Ravikumar 
Tripuraneni (72), chairman of endowments committee presented the list of the  endowment awards. Dr. 
Venkateswararao Dharmavarpu (80), Treasurer presented the financial report for the year ending August 2010. 
Membership update was given by president Satyanarayana Nelluri (81).

As the meeting continued, the current state of the GMCANA auditorium was presented by Dr. Ramaraja 
Yalavarthi(67). He mentioned that the auditorium was self sufficient for the year 2009. He also mentioned that the 
leadership is critically considering the installation of an elevator in the auditorium.

Dr. Bapu Arekapudi (62), chairman of communications and web committee, presented the information about 
the website. Dr. Bhaskar Murthy Ponnuru (63), presented the nominations for the year 2010, there being no new 
nominations from the floor, the motion was carried to confirm the nominations. 

Then the president Dr. Satyanarayana Nelluri opened the floor for new business. Barring none the meeting was 
adjourned with a resolution to hold the next general body meeting at the TANA celebrations in July 2011.
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We  Proudly share with great joy, news of family events during the last year. We send our warm wishes to the 
parents, grand parents.

WEDDINGS  AND FAMILY EVENTS

15

Santhi Nalla, daughter of Kaladhar (75) and 
Manjula Nalla got married to Christopher 
Logel in Minneapolis on August 15, 2010. 
GMCANA wishes Santhi & Christopher 
best wishes and happy married life.

Vijaya Krishna Davuluri, son of Bhaskara 
Rao (60) & Ammaji Davuluri, got married 
to Bijal Doshi on the 7th of May 2011. 
GMCANA wishes Krishna & Bijal a 
happy married life.

Sandeep Mannava, Son of Uma (72) & 
Venkata Rao Mannava got married to 
Kathleen in March of 2011. GMCANA 
wishes Sandeep & Kathleen a happy 
married life.

Sagarika daughter 
of Lalitasree (71) 
& Bhaskara murthy 
Ponnuru (63) Chairman 
of board of trustees 
of GMCANA got 
married to Ajay Mehta 
in Houston, TX,  on 
February 12, 2011. 
GMCANA wishes 
Sagarika & Ajay best 
wishes and a happy 
married life.

Pooja Avula daughter 
of Surendra (80) and 
Sunitha Avula of 
Chicago, IL is going 
to be performing 
Bharatanatyam 
Arangetram, on July 3rd, 
2011 in Chicago, IL. She 
is disciple of Smt. Rupal 
Parekh. GMCANA 
congratulates Pooja on 
her Arangetram.

Rhiya Chloe Beckham, born on March 
13, 2011 in Los Angeles, CA to the proud 
parents Rupa & Gerry Beckham. She is the 
Grand daughter of Vema Reddy and Usha 
Rani Challa (71). GMCANA congratulates 
the family on their new arrival.

Santiago Kalyan Vasa, born on January 6th, 
2011 in Virginia. Grandson of Nirmala (71) 
& John Vasa and son of Frederick Manohar 
and Maria Jose. GMCANA congratulates the 
family on their new arrival.

Vishnu Winston Stansbury with his brother 
Devesh, born on Feb 28, 2011. Vishnu & 
Devesh are the grand sons of Maruthivara 
Prasad (71) & Vijayalakshmi Gottimukkala 
& son of Smitha & Brian. GMCANA 
congratulates the family on their new arrival.



CLASS OF 2005 CONVOCATION 
AT THE AUDITORIUM


