
Working Together for 
Economic Prosperity



Education Attainment Drives Economic Prosperity

Source: American Community Survey, Bureau of Economic Analysis



Rising Above Finger-Pointing



Commitment 
from D3 

Leadership 
Council and 

secured 
funding

Ratification of 
Regional 

Strategic Plan & 
final action plans

Public unveiling 
of Talent 

Compact and 
release of 

organizational 
action plans

















Four Priority Areas & 17 unique strategies











Action plans as tools for strategy implementation





Strategy 5.2: Expand First-in-the-Nation Regional Debt-
forgiveness Compact
• Launched multi-institutional, regional 

Debt-Forgiveness Compact in 2019

• Though African American students 
account for 21% of the total stopped 
out population, they account for 45% of 
the stop-outs with financial holds. 

• Looking to expand number of 
participating institutions and develop a 
more robust reciprocity arrangement. 



Strategy 6.1: Double-down on the number and quality of 
community-linked adult student navigators in the region

• Nearly 700,000 adults in 
the region with some 
college, no degree

• Agnostic advising to 
support adults in starting 
or returning to college

• Align with community 
organizations for support



• Detailed report on key data: 
 Leaky talent pipeline
 College readiness
 College completion
 Employment trends and earnings

• 2021 Report includes COVID impacts on education and 
unemployment

• Cross sector of stakeholders speak to the data and successes 
and opportunities

State of Education – events and reports



Meghan Schmidbauer
mschmidbauer@detroitchamber.com

mailto:mschmidbauer@detroitchamber.com
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