
 

 Thursday, Dec. 22, 2022
 Rose Russo

 

Friday, Dec. 23, 2022
 Collective Intentions

Teresa DiLeo
Joseph Zorn

Michael E. Powers
Patricia Mink

 

 Saturday, Dec. 24, 2022
 John Scanlon (Church)
Grace Magrino (Aud.)

Michael Litras
Joanna Wilson

Suzanne Randazzo

Pray for the Sick

Pray for the Deceased

St. William the Abbot 

Daily Mass
Monday - Saturday: 8:30am

Roman Catholic Church

Weekly Schedule

December 18, 2022
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Weekend Masses
Saturday: 5pm
Sunday: 7:30am, 9am, 10:30am, 12n

Live-Streamed Masses
Monday - Friday: 8:30am
Saturday: 5pm
Sunday: 12n

Adoration
Monday - Saturday: 7:30am - 8:15am

First Friday of the Month: 9am - 5pm

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Monday - Saturday: 7:15am - 8:15am

Saturday: 3:45pm  - 4:30pm

Private Prayer
Monday - Friday: 7:15am - 6pm

Sunday, Dec. 18, 2022
 Marek Bak

Gus Interrante
Bridget Pulver

Anthony DiPadova
 

Monday, Dec. 19, 2022
Ann Zorn

 
Tuesday, Dec. 20, 2022 

 Collective Intentions
Francis & Ellen O'Brien

Ryan Lacertosa
Carmela Tisi

Donna Locicero
 

Wed., Dec. 21, 2022
Allison Basile

Mass Intentions

 Eric Thomas Guzzo
Kristin Valera-Goetze
Michael McGillicuddy

John Michael Primavera
John Reynolds

Ann Marie Canale 

 Michael B. Bartlett

Adrienne Harker 
Robin Julian

Lesa Laurence
Lea Meade

Keith Gorton
Richard Fedyk

...An angel of the Lord

appeared to him in a dream

and said, “Joseph son of

David, do not be afraid to

take Mary home as your wife,

because what is conceived in

her is from the Holy Spirit. 

 She will give birth to a son,

and you are to give him the

name Jesus, because he will

save his people from their

sins.”

Matthew 1:20-21

 

 Neil J. Conway

Wine and Hosts

Sanctuary Candle

The Wine and Hosts used at Mass this week have been
donated in loving memory of

Marie, James and Asumpta Parisi
with love from Nancy and Michael Haas

The Sanctuary Candle used at Mass this week has been
donated in loving memory of

Anthony DiPadova
from Lou and Pat DiPadova

 Frances H. Interrante
 John "Jack" P. Serio



Advent Week 4 – Ask for a Sign

Well, my sisters and brothers, we are one step, and one week closer to the Birth of Christ. Christmas is always packed with awe and
wonder – whether in our Catholic faith or in the secular world. This weekend’s readings are no different, they are filled with wonder,
signs, prophecies, and dreams. In the Fitzgerald house growing up we loved the TV Christmas specials, the classic records with
music, and tales, and stories of long, long ago. But probably my favorite thing would be when my mom or dad would read to us
bedtime Christmas stories. I did go to bed with sugar plums, and train tracks, and candy canes, and footballs, and full Christmas
stockings dancing in my head. But at the end of all those stories mom and dad would pray with us and reset what Christmas was all
about… the miraculous arrival of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

As we enter the Fourth Sunday of Advent, the Church has really gifted us with the full experience and long version of this season of
preparation. We get to light ALL the candles and they have illuminated the hope of Christ’s light to us all – and that is a good sign!!! 
 So often we are looking for signs – but we are not always aware – or paying attention to those happening right in front of us. I was
able to experience beautiful moments of grace with some of our 8th Grade students at the Radio City Christmas Spectacular, as well
as this week’s St. Lucy candlelight Holy Hour. I have seen the subtle sign of God’s presence in some of our catechists teaching faith
formation week in and week out, and how some of our parishioners pause with their family before the creche in front of the rectory.
We can get so caught up in the bad news being broadcast on the TV networks or look a little deeper and see how the Lord is trying
to break through.

I think at different points in our lives we do ask God for signs either for direction, confirmation of things, or for a surety of his
presence. I remember when I was thinking about becoming a priest I said, “God I’ll do this, I’ll give up everything and follow you, but
you need to give me some sign and make this clear for me that this is what you want me to do.” And He did in so many ways by
random people affirming certain God-given gifts and talents and revealing how they could “see” me serving the Lord. Where have
the signs been present in your life? Have you been so rushed that you have missed them – we have one week left before Christmas
– how will God pierce through what has become an unbearably busy and distracting time? I encourage you to pause and ponder.

Saint Joseph gives us an example to follow and be inspired by. First, it’s essential that we ponder the story as it happened and be
inspired by God’s individual plan by which He came to earth in the Incarnation and lived in a family – with Mary and Joseph. The
“righteous carpenter” from Nazareth becomes an inspiration for our own callings in life. Joseph inspires us to face any and every
mystery in life that we encounter with the utmost trust in God – always a tough one for me. But he shows us that God’s ways are
always far beyond our own vision and plans that we put forth. Very often in life, God will call us to walk an unknown and mysterious
path – and we may question or doubt that movement in our hearts. Was that really God’s voice and direction? Life does not always
make perfect sense from a purely rational perspective. Very often, we must allow our human reason to be informed and led by
God’s supernatural plan – to discern and listen to the Spirit and respond with God’s grace. For each of us, this mysterious path will
be different, as it was for Mary, Elizabeth, John the Baptist, and the Wise Men. But if we are to walk by the same faith that Saint
Joseph had, then we must always be willing to see the signs or dreams that the Lord may place on our hearts and allow God’s
revealing Word to clarify them.

My friends, as we begin the Fourth Week of Advent, we focus ever more directly upon the miracle that took place over 2,000 years
ago. The scriptures present us with the familiar words of the angel of the Lord who spoke to Joseph in a dream: “Joseph, son of
David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. For it is through the Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived in
her. She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”  The Lord beckons us too
– do not be afraid to take a step and grow in your faith – and more importantly to bring Jesus and the Holy Family into your own
homes. It means that we are to strive to live as Holy Families – to live as a contradiction to the noise and distractions of the culture.
To not be caught up in the commercialism of this time, but to make it a true season of light and hope centered around this Christ
Child. 
Saint Joseph recognized and read the signs, and simply responded “yes.”  Practically it did not make any sense – but his “yes”
changed everything – in his heart, his family, and ultimately the world. Be attentive this week to the signs of God trying to enter and
penetrate your heart with His love. I want to encourage you to be bold and ask for a sign from God, but then - be docile, ponder the
signs, and when the Lord presents Himself – simply make room for Jesus and the Holy Family to enter into your home!

Have a Blessed and Peaceful Week



Pray for Those in the Military 

USMC - 
First Lt. Dana Duggan

L.Cpl. John Mosier

US Air Force -
Capt. Matthew B. Frasse
Tech. Sgt. Eric Meyers

AIC William Hughes
 Major Thomas F. Shields

US Coast Guard -
Lt. James Knudsen
Daniel Timpanaro

LT. Commander Katherine Ustler
Frank Pristera

US Army -
Capt. Caitlin M. Lee

CW2 Brian Kirby
Major Eamon G. McArdle

Spc. Brian Reip
Sgt. Donald Rogers

Major Christopher James Ustler
Major Kurtis Unger

US Navy - 
Lt. Joseph Fitzgerald
Ryan Bayer, Ensign 

Rebecca Bayer, Ensign
STS1 Thomas Kerley
Lt. jg Michael O'Hara

MMN2 Emily Partridge
Commander Michael Sean Slatley

Lt. jq Michael Napolitano
Michael Vietri

US Army - 
Sgt. Craig Bianco

SPC Anthony Caputo
Capt. Michael DiPietro

Capt. Michael Fitzgerald
Capt. Christopher J. Frasse 

Capt. Logan Lee
Lt. Col. John Kallo

Capt. Caitlin M. Lee

Wedding Banns 
Banns III
Natalie Gramegna, St. William the Abbot
& John Carl Henderson, Holy Family, 

Baptisms
Please welcome the following children who were
baptized this past weekend:

Tyler Fox
Michaela Goldsmith
Charlotte Imbriano

Justin McCavanagh
Amelia Norris

Jack Sostowski
This week, you will light all the candles

 on your Advent Wreath

The Fourth Week of Advent: Love

Holy Father, thank you for the gift of your Son,
Jesus Christ, your greatest gift of love to your
people. Fill my heart with such love, opening

my heart to accept your great love for me.
Overflow my heart with your love, so I may

pour it out into the world.
 

Amen.







Advent Candlelight Holy Hour and celebration of the Feast of St. Lucy
Fr. Eric Fasano blessed the Bambinelli

at masses last weekend

Fr. Joe had a visit from our SWS Nursery and Pre-K students
and read "The Littlest Angel" to them

Our 8th Grade Boys took on St. Mary's

2nd Graders made birthday cards for
Baby Jesus in Faith Formation

This week at St. William the Abbot...





St. William the Abbot School
The Second Graders in Ms. Milteer's class are getting ready for Christmas. They completed their
Advent wreath and wrote what Advent means to them. Some children wrote about getting ready to
celebrate Jesus' birth while others wrote about going to Church and seeing the candles lit every
Sunday. Our Christmas countdown has begun!

Good Old St. Nick visited Mrs. Frank's class and dropped off some treats. Happy St. Nicholas Day!



Parish Social Ministry

 Thank You Adopt-a-Family Donors!

St. Williams CYO Sharks Donate
Christmas Stockings

Thank you to all of our parishioners that participated in this year’s Christmas Adopt-a-Family
Program.  Thanks to your generosity all of our families were adopted this Advent season! 
 Over the next week we will distribute the items collected to our families in need.  In addition,
your generous food donations will provide everyone with the items they need to make a
lovely Christmas dinner.  We are truly blessed to have the support of our Parish as we
minister to those in need, and we could not do it without your support!  God bless you and
your families!

The CYO Sharks swim team of St. William the
Abbot donated 48 Christmas stockings to the Social
Ministry, to be distributed to our homebound
parishioners and those in need.  Stockings
contained small gift items, snacks and even some
greeting cards from the Shark team members! 
 Thank you CYO Sharks for all of your effort to
create these special gifts for our parishioners in
need, we are so grateful!

Poinsettias for our Homebound
This week the Eucharistic Ministers delivered
poinsettias from the Parish to their homebound
parishioners for Christmas.  Each Homebound
Eucharistic Minister delivered a poinsettia to their
parishioner, including 26 deliveries at Cedar Cove
done by EM Keith Glastal and volunteer David
Lorenzo!  We are so grateful to all of the Parish’s
Eucharistic Ministers and volunteers for helping us
bring joy to the homebound this Advent season!

Christmas Gift Bag Donations
This week parishioner Nancy Roche donated 26 holiday gift bags
to the Social Ministry.  Bags contained treats such as baking
mixes, teas, ornaments, mugs, decorative housewares and
candy.  All were packaged in decorated Christmas bags and
ready to go out with our clients’ food pantry orders.  We are so
grateful to Nancy for her thoughtfulness and generosity!

Home Heating Assistance Available

Applications for obtaining HEAP benefits are
currently being accepted!  HEAP is the Home
Energy Assistance Program, which helps low-
income individuals and families pay for the cost of
heating their homes.  Eligibility and benefits are
based on multiple criteria such as income,
household size and heating source.  If you are
eligible, you may receive one regular HEAP benefit
per program year.  You could also be eligible for
emergency HEAP benefits if you are in danger of
running out of fuel or having your utility service shut
off.  For more information or to apply, visit
https://otda.ny.gov/programs/heap/

Looking to Donate Used Items?
We have updated the Parish Social Ministry section of
the St. William the Abbot Parish website.  We list multiple
donation resources locally for your furniture, clothing,
housewares and more!  Check us out at
www.stwilliam.org/social-ministry for more information!

Prayer Shawl Ministry
The next meeting of the Prayer Shawl Ministry will be on
Tuesday January 3rd.  The meeting will occur at 10am in
the Abbey.  This ministry knits and crochets lap robes,
blankets, hats, scarves, and other items for the sick and
needy of our community.  Yarn is provided, and new
members at any skill level are always welcome!












