St. William the Abbot
Roman Catholic Church

Welcome to St. William the Abbot

Twenty - Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 11, 2020
Rectory Office Hours

Parish Information

The Rectory will remain closed
until further notice. If you need
to contact the Rectory please
email your request.
information@stwilliam.org

Office: 516.785.1266
2000 Jackson Avenue
Seaford, NY 11783
stwilliam.org

Marriage Banns III
Ryan Murphy & Bridget Walsh
Cure of Ars, Merrick

SWA

"Many are invited, but few are chosen.”
- Matthew 22:14

Mass Intentions
Monday, October 12, 2020
Mary James
John & Violet Chisarik
Tuesday, October 13, 2020
John & Mary Marinello

Baptism

James Guzzardo

Catherine M. DiTaranto

Dominic A. Nocosia

Everleigh A. Marnalse

Let us welcome those children who were baptized this past weekend.

Mass Schedule

Wednesday, October 14, 2020
Domenico D'Armi
Thursday, October 15, 2020
Diane Lynn Petrouskie
Friday, October 16, 2020
Bishop James J. Daly
Hubert Lahey

Daily Mass
Monday - Friday 8:30am
Weekend Mass
Saturday 8:30am & 5pm
Sunday 7:30am, 9am, 10:30am, & 12pm

Saturday, October 17, 2020
Purgatorial Society
Stella Power

The Presider Schedule can be found on stwilliam.org.

Sunday, October 18, 2020
Nocturnal Adoration
People of St. William
David Wilcox Allison, Jr.
Stella Power
Vincent Flaherty

Pray for the Sick
Anne McNulty

Denise Kane

Lois Gallagher

Tom Quinn

Marie Herbert

Carol Calderazzo

Jerry Black

Miguel Cuascut

Pray for the Deceased
Gail McTigue

Ismael A. Escamilla

Jeffrey J. Baker

Douglas Collins

Ignatius J. Brancato

. Gissaro
Filomena

Frederick S. Distefan

Charlotte Anne Brancato

Thomas Ricciardelli

"The Mass Intentions are celebrated each day by a
member of the Clergy, in either a public Mass or
private Mass. Please be advised the current Mass
schedule may not allow the family to be present
for all Mass Intentions celebrated."

Life and Mission - Fullness of Life “Is” the Mission
It seems like each weekend we as priests are charged with incorporating a theme into our homilies and message to the People of
God. The saints, the rosary, Respect Life, the Missions, Vocations, Catholic Ministries Appeal, Retired Religious and Priests - all are
noble and important, and by your impassioned emails, I sense their importance to you as well.
In John’s Gospel, Jesus reminds us that He “came that we may have life, and life to the full.” That was and still is His mission, and
the mission of us all to communicate that to a world that is preoccupied by fear, anxiety, sin, disrespect, and disruption. October is a
month where the Church, society, and the world brings about a greater awareness and respect for the dignity of Human Life. We
see it when our athletes wear pink to honor the survivors and those who have died from breast cancer; we see discussions and
events surrounding the vulnerability of human life from conception to natural death with Supreme Court nominees, and it is present
in the devastation we have experienced as a parish with sickness and death from the Corona Virus.
The scriptures tell us in Psalm 139 that God was aware of each and every one of us at our conception, “truly you have formed my
inmost being, you knit me in my mother’s womb.” What a beautiful image we are given, that God knows us and journeys with us
throughout our life. As Catholics, we are “bar-raisers.” We do not minimize effort, meaning we do not look at what is the minimum to
“get into heaven.” We journey with a spirit of excellence as disciples and followers of Jesus. We are and have always been on the
forefront of science, education, social issues, and human rights. It is no different today in 2020.
I have found myself scratching my head when the media makes a huge deal about a single cell organism that reveals “life on Mars,”
or when we get excited about the latest “royal baby bump” awaiting a new heir to the British throne. These are fascinating and
beautiful tidbits of news, but where is the same coverage when there is another victim of gun violence or drug overdose in one of our
big cities? Or when another teen succumbs to suicide because of cyber bullying or body image shaming? Where is the media blast
covering our most vulnerable elderly being corralled (and forgotten) in nursing homes? Or individuals with special needs or those
struggling with mental illness who have had state and federal services removed, limiting them from living a full life with dignity? Or
the struggling couple or frightened mother who feel they have no other choice but to take the life of the baby growing inside them?
They feel helpless and hopeless, and are faced with the challenge of adding to the holocaust of abortion that has claimed the heart
beats of over 50 million babies since 1973 with the Roe vs. Wade Supreme Court decision. In all of these issues, we cannot pick
and choose how to Respect Life. (Hebrews 13:8)
As we acknowledge these very real struggles, we pray for God’s mercy for all those who have suffered so unjustly from the sins
against God’s love and goodness. How can we make life just a little better for those directly in front of us, or those connected to our
parish family? I have to say, even with some of the negative rhetoric and recent news blasts; in my time here, I have seen
enthusiasm and energy when it comes to the dignity of ALL Human Life. The expansion of services to those in need right here at
SWA, your generosity to Social Ministry and Outreach, diocesan programs of education and service to family and life issues, and the
incredible experience of the March for Life last January. You may have seen some of the new documentaries and movies that are
being made in support of defending and protecting life. Fullness of life is our mission.
The news outlets have the power to inspire or to discourage us. We do not speak enough of the miracles occurring here each day in
the celebration of the sacraments, the formation and education of our faithful, and the support and care for the material and spiritual
poor. In this Sunday’s Gospel, God invites us all to the wedding feast. We may be taken aback by the response of the king to the
guest who came to the feast underdressed; does God really care how we dress for Mass? Probably not - He rejoices that we are
here. But at what point in our faith journey do we care enough, or recognize the magnitude of the feast and relationship we have
been invited to? Our perception has to grow and develop. Our faith is no different from a living organism, which must grow and
transform or it will become stagnant and die. Together let us put on the lens of Life and Mission so we can see more clearly. This
will affect how we love our spouse, raise our children, serve in the parish, watch and listen to entertainment, how we vote, and in
general how we live our lives.
It is Jesus that leads us into the “fullness of life” – for ourselves and others. That is our Mission.
Thank you for your presence and generosity.
Peace,

The Bread and Wine used this week have been donated
in loving memory of

Gene Goettlicher
from Pat Goettlicher.

Rectory News
The Rectory is issuing Mass Cards, enrollment in the Purgatorial
Society, Memorializing the Wine, Host and Altar Flowers. Please
call the Rectory for more information (516) 785-1266.

Respect Life – Birthright
Pregnant? Need Help?
24 Hour Hotline – 1-800-550-4900

Food Pantry
Crackers
Razors
Shampoo & Conditioner
Paper Towels
Napkins

Food Donations
The food donations bins will no longer be located in the
Church. Please bring all donations directly to Parish Social
Ministry Office, the church no longer has donation bins. The
Social Ministry office is located South of the Church.
Monday - Friday
9:30am - 4:00pm
Sunday
9:00am - 12:00pm

“Even the weakest and most vulnerable, the sick, the old,
The unborn and the poor are masterpieces of God’s creation
And deserving of the utmost reverence and respect”.
- Pope Francis’ Day of Life Greeting

Light a Prayer Candle
Lighting candles has long been a
sacred ritual in all traditions, creating
precious moments in our own and
other people's lives where we pray
for loved ones, friends, and ask for
or give support.
Nassau County Bar Association is offering a free one on one
virtual counseling session October 26th – 30th for Bankruptcy,
Divorce & Family Issues, Employment, Mortgage Foreclosure,
Housing, Senior Citizen Issues, Landlord/Tenant and all other
areas of law. Registration is required (516) 666-4854.

Instant Coffee
Canned Corn
Canned Spinach
Bread Crumbs

Walkers & Rollators
If you or a family member are in need of a walker or rollator
please call Parish Social Ministry 679-8532 to arrange for
you to pick up or we can also deliver. We also have shower
chairs and sometimes we have wheelchairs.

Homebound
Do you know someone who is homebound or lonely? Please
let us know so we can reach out to them in the spirit of Christ.
Perhaps they need someone to food shop for them. Please call
(516) 679-8532.

LIVE-STREAMED MASSES
The Monday - Friday 8:30am Daily Mass and the Sunday
12pm Mass can be viewed on the parish website stwilliam.org.

Faith Formation
Jesus asked his disciples, “Who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter tells Jesus, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
That very question is presented to us today. We reflect upon who Jesus is to us and we wonder what God is like. When we look
at Jesus and get to know him, we get a glimpse of who God is and what he is like. This week our students are studying the many
ways God reveals himself to us, beginning with Creation and Sacred Scripture. When we look at a sunrise, the ocean, or hold a
newborn baby, we are filled with wonder and awe, realizing that our God is the source of our very being. Our students are learning
about God’s gift of Creation on age appropriate levels and are responding to God in thanksgiving with prayers and pictures. We
are very proud of their work and of their parents who are making faith a priority in their life and passing it in on to their children.

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS

Discovering the Virtues found within each of us

The Seventh grade students are currently working on a project, taking the virtues found in each of us and discovering the many ways
we can bring them to life. The students started with self-drawn hands in which they put words or phrases showing the good habits
they possess. Now we are examining the lives of the Saints and the virtues they possess. Learning about the lives of the Saints helps
our students to recognize their own particular virtues and the responsibility they have to use those virtues to serve others.

My Life in Numbers

Math being all around us, the seventh grade explored how math makes up their lives. The students started by exploring the number
of letters, vowels, and consonants in their full name as well as any nicknames. They painted a picture of themselves, helping their
classmates learn more about them in numbers. A great way to begin the school year, and to get to know more about each other and
their school community.

Feast of All Souls
On Monday, November 2 at
7:30pm, there will be a special
Mass in which the people whose
funerals were held at St. William
the Abbot this past year will be
remembered. All are invited to
attend this special Mass.

Low Gluten Hosts Available at Mass
For those who must avoid gluten in their diet, the parish has lowgluten hosts available for Holy Communion. If you wish to receive
such a host, please arrive prior to Mass and inform the priest and
he will place your host in a oyx.

CONTACT THE PRIESTS
Please send your email to priests@stwilliam.org
to contact Fr. Joe, Fr. James or Fr. Collins directly.

CONTACT THE PASTORAL COUNCIL
Please send your email to pastoralcouncil@stwilliam.org.

QUESTIONS FOR THE RECTORY
Please send your email to information@stwilliam.org.

CONTACT THE BUSINESS MANAGER
Please send your email to jgoldman@stwilliam.org.

QUESTIONS FOR COMMUNICATIONS
Please send your email to igomez@stwilliam.org.

CONTACT FAITH FORMATION
Please send your email to faithformation@stwilliam.org or
contact the office directly at (516) 679-9558.

CONTACT SOCIAL MINISTRY
Please send your email to socialministry@stwilliam.org or
contact the office directly at (516) 679-8532.

CONTACT MUSIC MINISTRY
Please send your email to mgeorgetti@stwilliam.org.

CONTACT THE SCHOOL
St. William the Abbot School
Office: 516.785.1266
2001 Jackson Avenue
Seaford, NY 11783
stwilliamtheabbot.net
(516) 785-6784

Reconciliation
Reconciliation will be held in the Church
Monday through Saturday 7:30 AM – 8:30 AM
and on Saturday from 3:45 PM – 4:45 PM.

Personal Prayer
In order to allow for quiet, personal prayer time, the Church will remain open
until 12:00 N Monday through Friday as of Thursday, October 1, 2020.
This will be suspended on days when we have scheduled Funeral Masses.

Eucharistic Adoration
Eucharistic Adoration will be held from 7:30 AM - 8:30 AM
every day, Monday through Saturday.

Rosary
The Rosary prayer time will be held
Monday - Saturday after the 8:30 AM Mass.

Miraculous Medal
Novena Devotions will be held on Saturday's at 8:15 AM.

St. Peregrine
St. Peregrine a prayer group for cancer victims, families, and their care givers.
The Peregrine Hour of Prayer is held on the
first Monday of each month from 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM.

