
Sunday, Jan. 8, 2023
 People of St. William's

Rita & Mauro DiBartolomeo
Francis Maiorino

Collective Intentions
Adriana Perruccio

Elizabeth "Betty" Marsillo
Thomas J. Ryan
Michael Powers

 
Monday, Jan. 9, 2023
 Collective Intentions

Patricia Mink
Michael Ryan

Alfredo Taddeo
Margaret Pruyn

 
Tuesday, Jan. 10, 2023

Helen Critelli
 

 

Wed., Jan. 11, 2023
Domenico D'Armi

 
Thursday, Jan. 12, 2023

 Sr. Teresita Catalano
 

Friday, Jan. 13, 2023
 Frank Pittelli

 
 Saturday, Jan. 14, 2023

 Purgatorial Society
 Collective Intentions

People of St. William's
Johnston Family

Frank Pittelli
Marie C. Parisi

Pray for the Sick

Pray for the Deceased

St. William the Abbot 

Daily Mass
Monday - Saturday: 8:30am

Roman Catholic Church

Weekly Schedule

January 8, 2023
 The Epiphany of the Lord

Weekend Masses
Saturday: 5pm
Sunday: 7:30am, 9am, 10:30am, 12n

Live-Streamed Masses
Monday - Friday: 8:30am
Saturday: 5pm
Sunday: 12n

Adoration
Monday - Saturday: 7:30am - 8:15am

First Friday of the Month: 9am - 5pm

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Monday - Saturday: 7:15am - 8:15am

Saturday: 3:45pm  - 4:30pm

Private Prayer
Monday - Friday: 7:15am - 6pm

Mass Intentions
 Yolanda M.Wilson

 Jim Pecoraro

 Vincent Rapacciuolo
John Reynolds

Eric Thomas Guzzo
Nancy Priola

Kristin Valerga-Goetze

After Jesus was born in

Bethlehem in Judea,

during the time of King

Herod, Magi from the east

came to Jerusalem and

asked, “Where is the one

who has been born king

of the Jews? We saw his

star when it rose and

have come to worship

him.”

Matthew 2:2

Wine and Hosts

 Sanctuary Candle and Altar Candles

The Wine and Hosts used at Mass this week have been
donated in loving memory of

Michael Sicignano
 from Peter and Maria Paguaga

The Sanctuary Candle and Altar Candles used at Mass
this week have been donated in loving memory of

 Michael Sicignano
from Susan Amrhein

 Marion Ambrosio

 Joey DiCarlo
Brayden George Centeno

Lesa Laurence
Keith Gorton

Jack Sheehan



Epiphany 2023 - The Magi Have Arrived !!!

I had a little bit of fun this Christmas season while decorating the environment of the Church with the progression and movement of
the three kings and the camel across the sanctuary.  Some of you noticed and saw how they traveled from the front “eastern” part of
the sanctuary, and today, when you look in the Crèche, you will see that the Magi have finally arrived.  We are told that these “Wise
Men” have come from the east following a star that would lead them to the newborn king.  Jesus, the savior, born from the womb of
the young Jewish girl from Nazareth, and yet the Son of God did not only come for the people of Israel - represented by the
shepherds.  Although the Jewish outcasts were the first to arrive at the manger, we know that this Messiah has come for all of
humanity, and that is represented by the Magi.  Which of course, is the great epiphany, the great news revealed in the journey of the
Magi, that we celebrate this Sunday.

“We have seen His star… and have come to worship him.”  What kind of people were these Wise Men? Those who look to the skies
with hope, and great humility at the awe and wonder of God’s creation.  They were in search of something more for their lives, their
families, and their future.  Life can bring many diversions and distractions, and yet something held these pilgrims to stay focused on
this supernatural guide.  In our journey, we can be distracted by flashing lights and loud noises, but the Magi give us the example to
search for the True Light that will point us in the direction of LOVE.  Sometimes we encounter voices and signs that can easily divert
us from the path and direction that God has for us. Even when it seems to make sense - to go to the castle, the king, the chief
priests, scribes, and magicians in the center of Jerusalem – God’s ways are not our ways.  The Magi encountered firsthand the pride
and ego of the so-called established leadership under Herod’s watch – but they were all prevented from seeing and hearing how the
Lord was quietly breaking into the world.  

What lens are we looking with? Do we expect loud explosions of ministry and programs, events and past anniversaries to be the
center and focus of our faith journey?  Remember the Three Kings humbly went to the King of Kings – presented their gifts, and then
went away very differently.  The Herods, and the chief priests, and the Pharisees were all expecting a Messiah to enter in with great
fanfare – “flashing lights and eruptions” – but we are told he was born in a stable, in an animal feeder.  The Holy Family: Jesus,
Mary, and Joseph, met people individually - one by one; the inn keeper, the shepherds, the townspeople, and especially the Magi –
and after that encounter, they went home a different way.  Yes, the scriptures tell us they returned a different geographical way, but
also renewed, transformed, hopeful, and loved.  They met love, and then they brought love to others.   

The Epiphany for Saint William the Abbot Parish in 2023 is that we also arrive with our gifts and talents before the Lord, but need to
ask how we can share them, and offer them back. The Epiphany for you may be a new way to support the Parish Social Ministry –
calling or visiting our homebound, regular food or financial donations.  It may be to attend one of our Parish Adult Faith Formation
sessions, and to grow a bit in your understanding of the scriptures, the Church’s teaching, or other spiritual treasures.  The year
2023 may be the year you entrust your children to St. William the Abbot School – one of the great faith and educational centers on
the South Shore of Long Island for almost 70 years.  Or is there a ministry the Lord may be calling you to be a part of, or to pray into
and possibly begin that has never been offered here?  With Jennifer Lynde as our new Director of Music, you may be hearing the
Lord nudging you for the Adult Choir, the Bell Choir, or for some of our youth and teens to share their talents of voice and
instruments in a Youth Choir.  These are all possible signs and stars that God has placed before us in order for us to LIVE
Stewardship – to share our time, talent, and treasure. 

This past week Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI’s funeral was in Rome. I looked back at many of his writings through the years and was
moved by this statement about the Magi. “They also knew that it is not with any kind of telescope but rather with the profound eyes
of reason in search of the ultimate meaning of reality and with the desire for God, motivated by faith, that it is possible to meet him,
indeed, becomes possible for God to come close to us.  The universe is not the result of chance, as some would like to make us
believe.  In contemplating it, we are asked to interpret in it something profound; the wisdom of the Creator, the inexhaustible
creativity of God, his infinite love for us.”  When we experience that LOVE – we become full of love, and then must share it with
others.  My prayer for us as a parish, is that will be able to do just that – each week, each day in the celebration of the Eucharist will
become an opportunity to not only meet the Lord, and the Holy Family, but to receive Him and to become a Holy Family.  Then, like
the Magi – to go home renewed – a different way - and to tell others of who we have seen, who we have met – not rules or
guidelines to follow – but a person – Jesus – who offers to us a relationship, His Friendship, His Love!

Thank you for your presence and generosity.

Peace,



Pray for Those in the Military 

USMC - 
First Lt. Dana Duggan

L.Cpl. John Mosier

US Air Force -
Capt. Matthew B. Frasse
Tech. Sgt. Eric Meyers

AIC William Hughes
 Major Thomas F. Shields

US Coast Guard -
Lt. James Knudsen
Daniel Timpanaro

LT. Commander Katherine Ustler
Frank Pristera

US Army -
Capt. Caitlin M. Lee

CW2 Brian Kirby
Major Eamon G. McArdle

Spc. Brian Reip
Sgt. Donald Rogers

Major Christopher James Ustler
Major Kurtis Unger

US Navy - 
Lt. Joseph Fitzgerald
Ryan Bayer, Ensign 

Rebecca Bayer, Ensign
STS1 Thomas Kerley
Lt. jg Michael O'Hara

MMN2 Emily Partridge
Commander Michael Sean Slatley

Lt. jq Michael Napolitano
Michael Vietri

US Army - 
Sgt. Craig Bianco

SPC Anthony Caputo
Capt. Michael DiPietro

Capt. Michael Fitzgerald
Capt. Christopher J. Frasse 

Capt. Logan Lee
Lt. Col. John Kallo

Capt. Caitlin M. Lee

St. Peregrine Prayer
 Hour

The Saint Peregrine Prayer Hour
will be held on Monday, Jan. 9th
from 2:00 - 3:00 PM in the church.  

St. Peregrine is the patron saint of those suffering
from cancer.   Future prayer hours will be held on
the first Monday of each month.  Cancer victims,
families and their care-givers are all invited to
come and pray.

Pillar of Hospitality
The Magi gave Jesus the gifts of gold, frankincense and
myrrh.  Jesus told us that what we do for the least of our
brothers and sisters we do for Him.  So, this week, what
gifts will you give to Jesus through your hospitality to
others?   

 Year-End Tax Statement
Please note that year-end statements for your taxes will
not be automatically mailed out.  They may be obtained
by request from the Rectory.  Please call 516-785-1266
or email information@stwilliam.org. 

VISIT  SMILE.AMAZON.COM
TO SET 

ST.  WILL IAM THE ABBOT
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH AS

YOUR PREFERRED CHARITY
AND AMAZON WILL  DONATE A

PORTION OF YOUR
PURCHASES BACK TO US AT

NO COST TO YOU!

SHOPPING ON
AMAZON PRIME?

POPE EMERITUS
BENEDICT XVI

" O N E  W H O  H A S  H O P E  L I V E S  D I F F E R E N T L Y . "

1 9 2 7  -  2 0 2 2



Faith Formation
The young adults of our parish are diligently preparing for their Confirmation in the Spring. This past week, the level 8 students in
our Faith Formation program readied themselves for their preparation interviews. While knowing information from worksheets is
important in their development, our ultimate goal is for the students to nurture a deeper understanding of their faith and our parish.

To the parishioners of St. William’s:

My country of origin is Ghana, where I began my education and formation for the priesthood. But, after my bachelor’s degree in
Philosophy, I had the privilege to complete my studies at the then St. Anthony’s Theological Seminary in Rensselaer, Albany, New
York.

After ordination, my first appointment was as a Teacher and Formator for 6 years in the Minor Seminary of my home diocese, Cape
Coast. Then, for another 6 years I served as the Pastor of St. John the Baptist Parish, Saltpond.

Following that, I was appointed as the Executive Director of the Centre for Human Development (CEHUD) - a national project of
the Ghana Catholic Bishops’ Conference for 7 years.

Then, with the permission of my Bishop, I pursued a 2-year Higher Diploma in Liturgy at the Pontifical University, Maynooth,
Ireland; and continued to the US to do a Master’s in Counselling and Spiritual Care at the Fordham University in the Bronx, New
York.

Back home, I served as the Director of the Pastoral and Liturgy Offices as well as a Lecturer and Formator at the St. Peter’s
Regional Major Seminary, Cape Coast.

I wish to note that it was during my last year at Fordham, when I first had the privilege to serve in the Diocese of Rockville Centre
as an Associate Pastor at Our Lady of Lourdes Church, West Islip.

And many years later having miraculously recovered from a stage-fourcolon cancer, I was assigned as a chaplain -courtesy of the
DRVC Health Services – to the Stony Brook University and Brookhaven Memorial Hospitals a year each respectively.

For the past 4 and half years now as a permanent resident with the blessing of my bishop for health reasons, I have been serving
as the chaplain of the MercyOne Medical Center in the Archdiocese of Dubuque, Iowa.

And now at the request of my Bishop I am here with the kind permission of Bishops John Barres and Richard Henning to assist Fr.
Joe your dynamic Pastor to provide priestly service to you God’s faithful and good people of Saint William the Abbot Seaford. And
to say the very least, I count myself very blessed to be here.

Welcome Fr. Raphael!

We are blessed to have Fr. Raphael with us for the next few months, as well as Fr. Anil Rego, who will also be with us through January 19th.





St. William the Abbot School

Introducing…the SWS Cheer Team! Go Wolves! 

Prior to break, students visited the Innovation Center and had fun participating in different Christmas-
themed STREAM challenges in the Msgr. Hayden Innovation Center. Some of the activities this week
included snow ball launchers, Christmas tree towers, packages that protect candy canes, and devices
that silence jingle bells.



 Notes of Gratitude

Parish Social Ministry

Extra Grocery Bags? Pantry Needs

 Canned Chili
 Canned Mixed 

Vegetables
Sugar

 Macaroni & Cheese in
Microwave Cups
Hearty Beef Soup
Saltine Crackers

If you have extra grocery or shopping bags at home,
please consider donating them to the Parish Social
Ministry.  We are in need of bags for sending food home
with the families we serve.  Bags with handles and re-
usable bags are particularly appreciated.  Thank you for
your support!

Please enjoy these excerpts from the thank you letters we received from our families regarding Christmas. 
 It has been your generosity and support that made it all possible, and we are truly grateful!

Emergency Rental Assistance Program
Are you or someone you know behind on rent payments?  You can still apply for emergency rental assistance
through the below links.  Programs may close as soon as Jan 15th, so please apply as soon as possible! 
 Submitted applications should temporarily stop any eviction proceeding until a final ERAP decision is reached.
• The Town of Hempstead ERAP Program is accepting applications.  For more information, call (631) 435-4710 or
email hempsteaderap@lihp.org. 
• The Town of Oyster Bay ERAP Program is accepting applications.  For more information, call (631) 435-4710 or
email oysterbayerap@lihp.org. 
• For other Long Island towns, apply through the New York State website: Emergency Rental Assistance Program
OTDA (ny.gov). 
• The Department of Social Services has programs available to provide help with receiving shelter or rent arrears
to prevent homelessness.  Please visit https://otda.ny.gov/workingfamilies/dss.asp to find the contact information
for your local Department of Social Services. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry
The next meeting of the Prayer Shawl Ministry will be on Tuesday January 17th.  The meeting will
occur at 10am in the Abbey.  This ministry knits and crochets lap robes, blankets, hats, scarves, and
other items for the sick and needy of our community.  Yarn is provided, and new members at any
skill level are always welcome!








