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8:30 AM

MASS INTENTIONS

The presider schedule can be found on the parish website stwilliam.org

Pray for the Sick

MASS TIMES

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 10, 2021

Pray for the Deceased 

The Altar Candles and Sanctuary Candles used at
Mass this week have been donated in Thanksgiving

for Michael & Jackie Hayes (Liv)

The Altar Flowers used at Mass this week have
been donated in memory of 

From Christine Creech. 

Let us welcome those children who were 
Baptized this past weekend. 

Baptism

Manolo Martinez
Susan Mateiko

Mary Teresa Agolia
Adrienne Harker

For all you do for mom and me. 

Gerard Lanigan

From the Padovano Family. 

The Wine & Host used at Mass this week have been 
donated in memory of 

Gene Goettlich

From his wife Pat. 

Camille Laquidara James R. Newhook

Sunday,  October 10, 2021   
Claire Salmon 

Joan T. Desmond 
People of St. William’s 

Leon Pawelczyk 
 
 

Monday,  October 11, 2021 
Michael A. Hayes (LIV) 

         
 

Tuesday,  October 12, 2021  
Margaret Whyte 

 
         

Wednesday,  October 13, 2021
Michael A. Hayes (LIV) 

Thursday,  October 14, 2021
Michael & Jackie Hayes (LIV) 

 

     Friday,  October 15, 2021        
Collective Intentions

Bishop James J. Daly, D.D.,
Diane Lynn Petrowski,

William & Stella Power, 
Nicole Tedeschi, 
Joseph J. Bishop

                       
            

Saturday,  October 16, 2021 
Purgatorial Society  
 Collective Intentions 

David Wilcox Allison, Jr., 
Phyllis Pellegrino Drum, 
Josephine Rapanaro, 

Antoinette Scalamandre

Jesus looked at them and said, “For human beings
it is impossible, but not for God. All things are

possible for God.” - Mark 10:27

Ava E. Bonilla
Isla N. Brady

Michael R. Fleischer

Samantha M. Fleischer
Joseph P. Magliulo
Cameron A. Meyer



“From the beginning …” 

Matthew 19:8

We began our journey last week opening the discussion of Christian sacramental marriage.  We recognize that at the
Wedding Feast at Cana, Jesus raised the dignity of marriage to a sacrament.  For this discussion and always, we want
to begin our conversations with the presentation of God's original intent – “from the beginning” - how God presented
marriage with Adam and Eve before the Fall.  At the same time, we live in a world that is wounded and in constant need
of conversion and transformation. We know that through Jesus Christ and His church the relationship with God and our
neighbor is enhanced and can thrive.  It is through the holy Sacraments that we encounter God in these sacred and
ritualistic moments, God is truly made present.  A sacrament is never private or individualized, it always comes forth in
the context of the community witnessed by God, our loved ones, and a member of the clergy.  There is present
ritualistic forms, guidelines, and laws that have made the sacraments sustain a relevancy for 2000 years all based on
the foundation of Love, Sacrificial Love expressed most perfectly on the cross.  Because we are discussing Canon Law,
at times there are “churchy” or technical words that are used, but we are always discussing souls, beloved daughters,
and sons of God - invited and freely offered a relationship. 
 
As we continue to address marriage, we want to acknowledge that some of us are experiencing in our personal lives
directly or with people that we love situations that do not fit perfectly into the mold that Jesus and the Church present to
us as the ideal which leads us to happiness and heaven.  There is no one statement (or magic arrow) that clears up any
confusion or misinformation presented to us, or our loved ones from the past.  God is calling us to a deeper relationship,
and to look at our lives and journey to sainthood recognizing we are not there yet.  We are imperfect people, living in an
imperfect world, imperfectly.  These weekly letters are hopefully going to allow for conversations that can bring
ourselves or our loved ones closer to peace, unity, and when necessary, reconciliation.  

In this letter I will address the form and marriage process between a catholic and non-Catholic (unbaptized or other
Christian denomination).  My hope is to first present what the Church teaches as the correct form and ideal means to
the sacrament and journey to heaven.  In a world that sees almost 50% of all marriages ending in divorce, revealing
how challenging this state of life can be without God’s grace and mercy, or being on the same page of practicing the
faith.  The hope is to invite God in as the center and source of the vocation and journey to heaven.  Next week I will
bring forth the experiences of marriages that end in civil divorce, separation, non-sacramental marriage, and how that
affects us as baptized Catholics, and if /how that affects our practice of faith, or results in any possible consequences.  

When a Catholic and a baptized Christian (or even if they’re a non-Catholic) enter into marriage, it can still be a valid
marriage, according to the Canon Law of the Church, provided that the couple is free to be married (i.e., no prior valid
marriages), they understand the nature of Catholic marriage, and the Catholic spouse obtains from his/her bishop a
formal “permission” for the marriage.  If the wedding is celebrated at a non-Catholic church, the Catholic spouse must
obtain a “dispensation from canonical form” (i.e., a waiver of the formal requirements that the wedding occur in a
Catholic Church, the use of the ordinary marriage rite, witnessed by a Catholic priest, deacon, or bishop) from his/her
bishop.  

If the wedding is celebrated in the Catholic Church, the priest presides, and a non-Catholic minister can offer prayers
and ask a blessing on the couple. If the wedding takes place in a non-Catholic church, the minister presides, and a
priest/deacon may be present to offer a prayer and blessing.  The Catholic spouse is also under a serious obligation to
ensure that their children are raised within the Catholic faith, making a formal promise and the other spouse is made
aware of that promise.  Holiness is always the goal, and a married couple with religious differences can get there — and
be joyfully married as well — by helping and supporting each other.

A wedding between a Catholic and a non-Christian can be a valid bond if the couple obtains from the Catholic spouse’s
bishop a “Dispensation.”  The wedding can take place at a religious building other than a Catholic church (for instance,
at a synagogue), but a “Dispensation from Canonical form” is needed with the same requirements and expectations as
listed above in raising the children in the faith.  



In addition, the Catholic spouse is also under a serious obligation to ensure that their children are raised within the
Catholic faith — indeed, during one of your interviews with the priest/deacon or parish staff who is overseeing your
marriage preparation, the Catholic spouse must make a formal promise to that effect, and the other spouse must be
made aware of that promise.  The Sacrament of Marriage is a sacred event for both the couple and for the Church as a
whole, and spiritually, the Church itself is present at every wedding.  With rare exceptions, all the sacred events in the
life of the Catholic people are celebrated at a Church — at the sacred place that is the center of our life as a faith
community.  Think of how your heart warms as you enter St. William the Abbot – the cross, the statues of Mary and
Joseph, St. Angela, the stained-glass windows.  We know. This place is where Jesus Himself is really present in the
Eucharist in our tabernacle. The church building is also the place where past and future generations have and will
worship — so when we gather at SWA, we act in solidarity with our parish family present, past, and future.

Essentially, location has meaning, just as the words of the marriage vows have meaning. Sacred events belong in
sacred places, and secular events belong in secular locations.  The requirement of Canon Law reminds us of the
sacred nature of marriage, the special participation of God and His Church, and the place of every marriage in the life
of the Church. A catering hall/restaurant, the gazebo at Seaman’s Neck Park, Jones Beach, or city hall, are not sacred
places, however nice they may be — they are certainly not places where the Catholic people ordinarily come together
to worship God in the presence of Jesus and each other.  Thus, the right place for your sacred exchange of wedding
vows is a sacred place — in a church.

Now that we have established the form of Catholic sacramental marriage, some of you reading this may be thinking
that these scenarios are not how you or one of your loved one’s have experienced marriage.  I am hoping this may
allow for a conversation to address and possibly bring others to a greater understanding and if necessary to the
celebration of the sacrament of Holy Matrimony.  Please do not hesitate to reach out to me or one of the other priests
to walk you through any questions or concerns.  

As always, I am so grateful for your presence and generosity.

Peace,



Have a question for the priests? 

Rectory News

Join us online to view our live-streamed masses on the parish
website stwilliam.org.

Monday - Friday 8:30 AM 
Saturday 5:00 PM
Sunday 12:00 PM 

LIVE-STREAMED MASSES

St. William the Abbot desires to partner with parents and
young adults to reach the next generation for God’s Glory.
We have many Core volunteer opportunities, please email
priests@stwilliam.org if you wish to share your gifts with the
youth of our community. 

The Rectory is issuing Mass Cards, enrollment in the
Purgatorial Society, Memorializing the Wine, Host, Candles
and Altar Flowers. Please call the Rectory for more
information (516) 785-1266 or email
information@stwilliam.org

Memorializing

Stump the Priest questions can be
emailed to priests@stwilliam.org. 

Wedding Banns III

If there is an emergency in which you need to
contact a priest immediately, please call the 

Priest Emergency telephone - 516-312-7361. 

Emergency Line

Global Pandemic have your dog’s 
social life looking “ruff”? 

Take a walk with Father
James and Kolbe! All

dogs welcome! 
 

Email
priests@stwilliam.org to

schedule a walk.

The Church will be open for private
prayer Monday through Friday from 7:00
AM – 6:00 PM.  If there is something
taking place in the church such as a
funeral, wedding, class, parent
meetings, RCIA, etc., parishioners
should understand that they should not
remain in church during these activities.  

Private Prayer

Fellowship & Parish Events
Due to COVID regulations and food allergies, we ask that no
food or drink be donated for social gatherings on campus. If you
are interested in donating towards the cost of the Fellowship
Tent refreshments. Please email information@stwilliam.org 

Help Keep the Church Clean
We ask that those visiting the Church do not leave flowers,
religious cards, holiday cards, bibles, or religious artifacts
in the church, near the Religious Statues, or on the
Sanctuary. It is acceptable to discard these items or bury
them. 

Please do not leave any food
donations in the Church.

Bryan Tatelman - Hartford, CT
&

Taylor Winter - Holtsville, NY

Nicolas Argino - New York, NY
& 

Breanne Mannix - (SWA)

Kurt R. Walther - St. Frances de Chantal
&

Jacqueline Meyer - (SWA)

Brian Bobby - (SWA)
&

Lindsay Salt - St. Patrick's, Smithtown

Eucharistic Minister
If you are a registered parishioner who has received the
sacrament of confirmation and have a desire to serve God
in this way, we would love to have you inquire on how to
become a Eucharistic Minister. All interested parties are
encouraged to email us at priests@stwilliam.org to learn
more.

Email List
If you are not currently on our email list and would like to

receive email updates on parish news and the bulletin, in your
inbox please register on the parish website stwilliam.org.



Staying Connected
With St. William the Abbot visit us at stwilliam.org to view our
bulletin online, presider schedule, and see other parish
information.

 Facebook: Find us at:
 stwilliamabbot

 
 Instagram: Follow us:

 @stwilliamabbot
 

YouTube: Find us at:
YouTube.com — St. William the Abbot Church

Fellowship Tent of Meeting

In Exodus 33:7-11, the intimate prayer of Moses with God is
described. A designated place for prayer, a “tent of meeting,” was
set up outside of the Israelite camp. As Moses would enter this
tent, a “column of cloud” would descend upon it, signaling the
presence of the Lord, to whom Moses would then speak “face to
face, as one man speaks to another.” With their intercessor
standing before God, the Israelites would then begin to pray “at
the entrance of their own tents.”

We will begin to extend the opportunity to come together after
selected Masses each weekend just as the Israelites did with a
Fellowship Meeting Tent. The Fellowship Meeting Tent will take
place at two selected Masses each weekend. The selected
Masses will be announced in future bulletins and our social media.
Each week the tent will feature refreshments.

Fellowship Tent of Meeting Schedule 
Saturday, October 9,  5pm Mass 

Sunday, October 10, 10:30 am Mass

For those who must avoid gluten in their diet, the parish
has low-gluten hosts available for Holy Communion. If you
wish to receive such a host, please arrive prior to Mass
and inform the priest and he will place your host in a oyx. 

Low Gluten Hosts Available at Mass

At this time we are able to offer the sale of
individual missals for $10 per missal. Please
bring a check for $10 payable to St. William
the Abbot  or $10 exact cash to the rectory.
There will be no change for cash purchases.
We have a limited number at this time, so it is
a first come first served basis. 

Missals

Lighting candles has long been a
sacred ritual in all traditions,
creating precious moments in our
own and other people's lives
where we pray for loved ones,
friends, and ask for or give
support.

Light a Prayer Candle

US Army -
Capt. Caitlin M. Lee

Sgt. Brian Kirby
Major Eamon G. McArdle

Sgt. Donald Rogers
Major Christopher James Ustler

Major Kurtis Unger

Pray for those in the Military 

US Air Force -
Capt. Matthew B. Frasse
Tech. Sgt. Eric Meyers

AIC William Hughes
Tech. Sgt. Karl Muench

Major Thomas F. Shields

US Coast Guard -
Lt. James Knudsen
Daniel Timpanaro

LT. Commander Katherine Ustler
Frank Pristera

USMC - 
Lt. Kevin J. Butler

2nd Lt. Dana Duggan
L.Cpl. John Mosier

US Army - 
Sgt. Craig Bianco

SPC Anthony Caputo
Capt. Michael DiPietro

Capt. Michael Fitzgerald
Capt. Christopher J. Frasse 

Capt. Logan Lee
Lt. Col. John Kallo

Capt. Caitlin M. Lee

US Navy - 
Lt. Joseph Fitzgerald
Ian Bayer, Ensign 

Rebecca Bayer, Ensign
MMN2 Emily Partridge

Commander Michael Sean Slatley
Lt. jq Michael Napolitano



Faith Formation

Today we hear how Jesus was speaking to a rich young man and asked him to sell his nice things and to give all his money to
the poor and to follow him and his disciples, however the man got upset and walked away.  He was very rich and he probably did
not want to get rid of his nice things.  These are called material things and we must not hold onto material things as if they are
priceless.  Jesus is the one who is priceless.  He died and he rose from the dead to give us life and to have eternal life we must
help out who we can always and follow what God wants us to do.

The Faith Formation 7th and 8th Graders have started their classes and it began with Fr. Joe Fitzgerald having a Youth Mass for
them on Sunday, September 19th.  Fr. Joe Fitzgerald is teaching the students and we also have Facilitators who are helping out.  
Please note that a Youth Mass is on October 17th at 5pm in Church.  All 7th and 8th graders should attend.  2021 - 2022 School
Year: Registration for students is now CLOSED.  We appreciate your cooperation. Registration Placement Letters have all been
mailed out.  The Office hours are Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 9am to 3:45pm, Friday is 9am to 12pm. 
 Reminder – All parents and students must have their mask on before entering the Abbey, Church, and the School Building and
remain on.





Join us for 

Adoration in the Church

on every First Friday of

the month from 

9am - 5pm.

A “First Friday” is the first Friday of the

month and is often marked by special

devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus

since Jesus died for us and won our

salvation on a Friday.

First Friday's

St. William the Abbot RC Church

STWILLIAM.ORG





Food Donations
 

The food donations bins will no longer be located in the Church.
Please bring all donations directly to Parish Social Ministry
Office, the church no longer has donation bins. The Social

Ministry office is located South of the Church.
Monday - Friday 
9:30am - 4:00pm 

Sunday
 By Appointment Only

CONTACT THE PRIESTS

St. William the Abbot School  
 

Office: 516.785-6784
2001 Jackson Avenue
Seaford, NY 11783 

stwilliamtheabbot.net 
 

Please send your email to priests@stwilliam.org 
to contact Fr. Joe, Fr. James or Fr. Collins directly. 

Please send your email to information@stwilliam.org. 

QUESTIONS FOR THE RECTORY

CONTACT SOCIAL MINISTRY

QUESTIONS FOR COMMUNICATIONS 
Please send your email to igomez@stwilliam.org. 

Please send your email to socialministry@stwilliam.org 
or contact the office directly at (516) 679-8532.

CONTACT FAITH FORMATION 
Please send your email to faithformation@stwilliam.org 

or contact the office directly at (516) 783-2528. 

CONTACT THE BUSINESS MANAGER 
Please send your email to jgoldman@stwilliam.org. 

CONTACT THE SCHOOL 

CONTACT THE PASTORAL COUNCIL  
Please send your email to pastoralcouncil@stwilliam.org. 

Parish Social Ministry

Parish Contact Information

Food Pantry 

Canned carrots
Canned mixed vegetables

Women’s deodorant

Apple juice
Saltines

Ritz crackers

Refer a Friend in Need
Do you know someone in need of assistance?  Your Parish
Social Ministry offers confidential support and advice regarding
hardships experienced by adults and seniors who may be
struggling with sensitive issues.  We have access to relevant
state, local and charity-based programs that may help, and we
offer other services such as client advocacy and regular use of
our food pantry.  Partnering with our St. Vincent de Paul
conference, we help with budgeting, expense management
and building financial independence.  For more information call
the Parish Social Ministry office 516-679-8532.

Overdue gas and/or electric account?
HEAP is offering a one-time benefit available to their eligible
households that have an electric/gas account in arrears.   This
benefit is called “RAS” (Regular Arrears Supplement) and is
available from September 22, 2021 through September 30,
2022 or until funds are exhausted.  Applicants must meet
HEAP requirements and have a past-due utility bill in active
collections or facing termination of service.  Apply by phone at
800-342-3009 or in-person at the Social Services office.

HEAP Early Outreach
The Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) will open on
10/1/21 this year for ‘early outreach.’  HEAP can help pay your
energy bill using an income-based criteria to qualify. The ‘early
outreach’ group covers households that received a 2020-2021
benefit as well as households with seniors, children under
aged 6, and disabled persons.  Applications can be in person,
by mail, by fax or online via www.mybenefits.ny.gov.

Welcome Back Prayer 

Shawl Ministry!
This week the Parish welcomed back the Prayer Shawl
Ministry for their first meeting since the COVID pandemic
began in March of 2020, and what a turnout!  About 40
participants met to pray, knit, crochet and reconnect with each
other in service to those in need.  An example of faith in
action, this ministry continued to work remotely throughout the
pandemic.  They produced many beautiful items that will soon
be distributed to hospitals, homeless shelters, veteran centers
and even to our own parishioners that need a special delivery!
For more information call the Social Ministry office 679-8532.





5th grade began attending their weekly Mass today. After Mass, Father Joe spoke with the students and answered some of their
questions. Today is the feast day of St Francis of Assisi, and Father Joe shared a relic of Saint Francis as they left the church.

Mrs. Frank's 5th grade Science class is learning about our
dynamic earth. To understand topographical maps and
contour lines, they created landforms out of Play-Doh, sliced
them into layers, and traced each layer to create the
contours. Hands-on activities help students understand
difficult concepts. #wearestwilliams



On this Feast of St. Francis, Fr. Joe visited with
students to bless photos of pets, from dogs to
cats, to turtles and rabbits! #wearestwilliams

#rediscoverthesacred












