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Pray for the SickMASS TIMES

Twenty-fifth  Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 19, 2021

The Sanctuary Candles used at Mass this week have
been donated in loving memory of 

From Duplessis Family. 

The Wine & Host used at Mass this week have been
donated in celebration of the 50th Anniversary of 

From Loving Aunt Kay & Family. 

Pray for the Deceased 

Carol Rosenhagen

Adrienne Harker

Carolann Cippoletti

The Altar Candles used at Mass this week have been
donated in memory of 

The Altar Flowers used at Mass this week have
been donated in memory of 

Mary Teresa Agolia

Steve Eley

Joan "Lily" Brennan
Pascual Volpe

Barbara Richardson
Claire LLoyd

Dagmar Baldino

Alfons Merkle 

Sr. Annette McCartan RSM
Sister's of Mercy

Ronald Scaglia

From Robert & Hazel Fernandez.

Robert KandyBowics

From Sandy & Family. Sunday, September 19, 2021 
Joan Casey 

Daniel Buckley
People of St. William’s

Deceased Members of Kaley &
Varvaro Families, 

Regina & Salvatore LoStrappo
 
 

Monday, September 20, 2021 
Jake Henrick    

 
 

Tuesday, September 21, 2021 
Collective Intentions 

Donald Clark, Sue Kane, 
Brian Soto, Dr. William G. Corbett 

Wednesday, September 22, 2021 
Collective Intentions 
Robert Kandybowicz, 

Domenico D’Armi, 
Mary Kay Iffinger, 

Sheila Kitt 
 

Thursday, September 23, 2021 
Margaret Fehling, 

Anthony Fuina 
 
 

Friday, September 24, 2021 
Mr. Ryan Lacertosa 

 
 

Saturday, September 25, 2021
Purgatorial Society  
Catherine Magrino 

“Whoever receives one child such as this in my name,
receives me; and whoever receives me, receives not

me but the One who sent me.” - Mark 9:37



Who Is the Greatest?
 

Serena Williams, Muhammad Ali, Tom Brady, Janet Evans, Jim Thorpe, Babe Ruth, Wilma Rudolph, Pele, Bo Jackson, Billie Jean King,
Mikkel Hansen.

The G.O.A.T. (Greatest of All Time) Is an expression over the years that has gained traction as we look at some of the fascinating and most
amazing athletes of the modern era.  During the pandemic there was a television show called “The Last Dance,” it was a documentary about
Michael Jordan and his championship season of 1997-98 with the Chicago Bulls.  It showed an interesting perspective through the lens of
both the team and individual in arguably one of the best franchises and athletes of all time.  It was a great experience to look back almost 25
years ago at a gifted human being who entertained and wowed so many of us, but it also allowed for this generation to see his excellence on
the playing field.  Then the argument begins, who is the greatest?  It is not much different in the Gospel today, a discussion brews about who
is the greatest?  The debate continues.

But, in the Gospel today Jesus tries to break the cultural and social expectations and requirements that are often put-upon we humans.
There is a natural desire to strive for the best, and to be the best.  And we can see how the 12 disciples, and the many other followers of
Jesus who are able to participate in the ministry and mission of proclaiming the Kingdom of God could look at their own gifts and talents and
try to focus the spotlight on themselves.  But in typical Jesus fashion, he challenges those disciples back then and us today, to take the focus
off ourselves, and put it back on God.

We are told that Jesus: “took a child, and placed it in their midst, and put his arm around the child – ‘whoever receives one child such as this
my name, receives me; and whoever receives me, receives not me but the ONE who sent me.’”  I found it fascinating that Jesus chose “a
child,” not a ‘boy,’ or a ‘girl,’ but a child of God. Reminding you and I that we are favored and beloved children of God, and to always look
through that lens when we look at one another.  Dwelling within each of us is that powerful identity.  Yes, even with our brokenness and
sinfulness, to come outside of ourselves and be aware of God present in others.  When we see that we must live differently.  When we
cooperate with God’s grace and love, and then bring that into the world, our lives and the lives of others are transformed. Then the world
changes.  

It is so easy to get caught up in our own little world, and pretty small things can throw us off.  Losing a parking spot at the mall during
Christmas time, someone not using the directional signal while traveling on the Long Island roadways, when the line is long at your favorite
bagel or coffee shop, or the worst, when the Internet or cable is slow or out!  Oh, these first-world problems.  I love to watch our young
children, whether it be at the playground with my nieces and nephews, or most recently watching the children come back to school.  In
general, there is an awareness of the other, and in most cases if the child is focused, patient, kind, and a good sharer, it usually goes back to
the old saying, ‘the apple does not fall far from the tree.’ The opposite is true as well.  

I believe Jesus brought that child into the midst of all the disciples as a reminder for all of us to return to the innocence, awe, and wonder that
was so present when we were children. You have heard us speak about Re-discovering the Sacred.  When children walk into our church,
they still look up at the stained-glass windows, the candles, the statues, and even the beauty of the roof – saying “it looks like an upside-
down boat, Father Joe.”  The children are looking at us to lead them, and Jesus reminds us in the Gospel to return to the Sacred, to return to
a simpler and more innocent time; and to remember that we are seen, known, and loved by God.

I encourage to put yourselves in the Gospel and to think about this.  Obviously the 12 were adults and following Jesus, but how was it that
there was a child there?  I can only imagine that there were other families, and couples, and their children who were followers of Jesus.
Which means they brought their children to the Lord; it was a priority.  The last time I checked you can’t get a license until you are 17 or 18
years old.  Our children are involved in many activities, good activities, like sports, music and dance, martial arts, and gymnastics.  The kids
are not walking by themselves to the gyms, fields, studios, and playgrounds.  I often hear parents say how hectic and crazy their schedules
are from driving to all these activities.  I find it heroic and inspiring how dedicated you all are for your children and their activities.  But maybe
we can think about those families and parents in the Gospel who were wise, loved their children’s soul and future so much that they brought
them to Jesus.  It was there that Jesus affirmed the children, loved the children, calmed their hearts.  Is that not what we desire for our kids
and ourselves?  To hear you are Beloved, the Greatest.  But WE must make JESUS the focus and priority.

The list of athletes presented above is impressive in the world of sports. But at some point, those names either stepped off the field of play,
or will do that soon.  And then what? The debates will continue, the talk shows, the articles, and podcasts; all trying to identify who is the
GOAT.  Jesus shows us another way.  When you stay in the gaze of the Heavenly Father, we are seen, loved, and remembered.  The Hall of
Fame buildings in Canton OH, Cooperstown, NY, or Springfield, MA, will all go away one day, but our Hall of Fame, HEAVEN will last
forever.  Jesus reveals to us the way to greatness is to enter and to remain in His midst – as a child of God.

Thank you for your presence and generosity.

Peace,



Have a question for the priests? 

Rectory News

Join us online to view our live-streamed masses on the parish
website stwilliam.org.

Monday - Friday 8:30 AM 
Saturday 5:00 PM
Sunday 12:00 PM 

LIVE-STREAMED MASSES

St. William the Abbot desires to partner with parents and young
adults to reach the next generation for God’s Glory. We have
many Core volunteer opportunities, please email
priests@stwilliam.org if you wish to share your gifts with the
youth of our community. 

The Rectory is issuing Mass Cards, enrollment in the
Purgatorial Society, Memorializing the Wine, Host, Candles
and Altar Flowers. Please call the Rectory for more
information (516) 785-1266 or email
information@stwilliam.org

Memorializing

Stump the Priest questions can be
emailed to priests@stwilliam.org. 

Anointing of the Sick

Wedding Banns I

Anyone going to the hospital or
who has a serious illness can
receive the Sacrament of the
Anointing of the Sick, which will
be celebrated communally
immediately following the 12:00
N Mass on Sunday, September
26th.

The St. William Swim Team will be holding on-line registration
between September 12th and September 30th. Please go to
http://St-Williams-CYO sportssignup.com/  for sign up. All
new registering swimmers must prove their ability to swim a
non-stop 25yd. lap at practice. Registration fee $200.   

CYO Swim Team 

Let us welcome those children who were 
Baptized this past weekend. 

Baptism

If there is an emergency in which you need to
contact a priest immediately, please call the 

Priest Emergency telephone - 516-312-7361. 

Emergency Line

Global Pandemic have your dog’s 
social life looking “ruff”? 

Take a walk with Father
James and Kolbe! All

dogs welcome! 
 

Email
priests@stwilliam.org to

schedule a walk.

 Jeremy Coffin (SWA)
&

Jaclyn Annunziata Coffin  (SWA

Angelo L. Amato
Hannah A. Blanco

Samuel J. Casa
Charlotte DeMerie 

Colton E. Field
Liam M. Isler

John J. Maglio
Landon O'Gara

Emma G. Romano

The Church will be open for private prayer Monday through
Friday from 7:00 AM – 6:00 PM.  If there is something taking
place in the church such as a funeral, wedding, class, parent
meetings, RCIA, etc., parishioners should understand that they
should not remain in church during these activities.  

Private Prayer

Fellowship Tent 

Due to COVID regulations and food allergies, we ask that no
food or drink be donated for social gatherings on campus. If you
are interested in donating towards the cost of the Fellowship
Tent refreshments. Please email information@stwilliam.org 



Help Keep the Church Clean

We ask that those visiting the Church do not leave
flowers, religious cards, holiday cards, bibles, or religious
artifacts in the church, near the Religious Statues, or on
the Sanctuary. It is acceptable to discard these items or
bury them. 

If you are not currently on our email list and would like to receive
email updates on parish news and the bulletin, in your inbox
please register on the parish website. 
stwilliam.org

Email List

Staying Connected
With St. William the Abbot visit us at stwilliam.org to view our
bulletin online, presider schedule, and see other parish
information.

 Facebook: Find us at:
 stwilliamabbot

 
 Instagram: Follow us:

 @stwilliamabbot
 

YouTube: Find us at:
YouTube.com — St. William the Abbot Church

Fellowship Tent of Meeting
In Exodus 33:7-11, the intimate prayer of Moses with God is described. A
designated place for prayer, a “tent of meeting,” was set up outside of the
Israelite camp. As Moses would enter this tent, a “column of cloud” would
descend upon it, signaling the presence of the Lord, to whom Moses would
then speak “face to face, as one man speaks to another.” With their
intercessor standing before God, the Israelites would then begin to pray “at
the entrance of their own tents.”

We will begin to extend the opportunity to come together after selected Masses each weekend just as the Israelites did with a
Fellowship Meeting Tent. The Fellowship Meeting Tent will take place at two selected Masses each weekend. The selected
Masses will be announced in future bulletins and our social media. Each week the tent will feature refreshments.

Fellowship Tent of Meeting Schedule 
Sunday, September 26 - 9:00 am 

Sunday, September 26 -  12:00 pm

If you are a registered parishioner who has received the
sacrament of confirmation and have a desire to serve God in this
way, we would love to have you inquire on how to become a
Eucharistic Minister. All interested parties are encouraged to
email us at priests@stwilliam.org to learn more.

Eucharistic Minister

Music Ministry
 

St. Augustine says singing is praying twice. Interested in
doubling your prayer? 

Choirs are returning this fall! More info to come.

St. Pius X Residence Fund 

Today is the special collection for the retired priests of
our Diocese who are residing at the St. Pius X
Residence. 

St. Pius continues to provide extraordinary care for our
senior priests currently residing there full time and
numerous other priests who come to this facility on a
temporary basis as they recover from their illness or other
injuries. 

Even in retirement our senior priests retain their roles as
our shepherds, and St. Pius X enables these dedicated
men who live there to be fully engaged members o the
community. "Still on duty", they serve as teachers,
counselors, and spiritual leaders. 

A brochure explaining St. Pius X - its purpose and needs
highlighted - may have been mailed to you. If not, it can
be found in church today. Please consider making a
donation. Through your generosity, we can care for our
elderly priests in the manner best suited to their needs.

On behalf of all the priests serving the Diocese, along
with current and future residents of St. Pius X, thank you
for your concern and generosity.



Faith Formation

US Coast Guard -
Lt. James Knudsen
Daniel Timpanaro

LT. Commander Katherine Ustler
Frank Pristera

US Navy - 
Lt. Joseph Fitzgerald
Ian Bayer, Ensign 

Rebecca Bayer, Ensign
MMN2 Emily Partridge

Commander Michael Sean Slatley
Lt. jq Michael Napolitano

US Army -
Capt. Caitlin M. Lee

Sgt. Brian Kirby
Major Eamon G. McArdle

Sgt. Donald Rogers
Major Christopher James Ustler

Major Kurtis Unger

US Army - 
Sgt. Craig Bianco

SPC Anthony Caputo
Capt. Michael DiPietro

Capt. Michael Fitzgerald
Capt. Christopher J. Frasse 

Capt. Logan Lee
Lt. Col. John Kallo

Capt. Caitlin M. Lee

USMC - 
Lt. Kevin J. Butler

2nd Lt. Dana Duggan
Corporal Frank A Finochio

L.Cpl. John Mosier
 

US Air Force -
Capt. Matthew B. Frasse
Tech. Sgt. Eric Meyers

AIC William Hughes
Tech. Sgt. Karl Muench

Major Thomas F. Shields

Pray for those in the Military 

Today in the Gospel you hear how Jesus valued children and thought they were important.  Jesus is in all of us, so it does not
make a difference of your size, age, or color.  We are all loved by Jesus.  God created us all and we should be kind, caring and
loving to one another just as Jesus was to everyone.  People all over the world have and do the same things that we do here
in the United States.  There are sports, food, clothing, and many other things those other countries have just like us.  It may
look different in another Country, but if you look closely people are made the same way.  We all are no matter where you go.
People may not act the way that we would like them to be and that is when you need to pray for the person to become a better
individual.  God when he created us, he didn’t make one better than the other, he made us all equal.  We all have the same
blood just as Jesus.  If you think about it, we are all one, so be kind, caring and loving to one another. 

Peace…..

Faith Formation 7th and 8th graders and their families are asked to attend the 5pm Mass on September 19th in the Church.
The 7th and 8th Grade Pre-Confirmation Letter, that was emailed to the families on Wednesday, September 8th, will need to
be handed in to Fr. Joe Fitzgerald at the Mass.  After Mass the 7th and 8th Grade students will be able to get their Religion
Workbook.  The 8th grade classes 5:00 to 6:30pm and the 7:00 to 8:30pm begins on September 22nd.  The 7th grade
students will begin on September 29th.  





Food Donations
 

The food donations bins will no longer be located in the Church.
Please bring all donations directly to Parish Social Ministry
Office, the church no longer has donation bins. The Social

Ministry office is located South of the Church.
Monday - Friday 
9:30am - 4:00pm 

Sunday
 By Appointment Only

CONTACT THE PRIESTS

St. William the Abbot School  
 

Office: 516.785-6784
2001 Jackson Avenue
Seaford, NY 11783 

stwilliamtheabbot.net 
 

Please send your email to priests@stwilliam.org 
to contact Fr. Joe, Fr. James or Fr. Collins directly. 

Please send your email to information@stwilliam.org. 

QUESTIONS FOR THE RECTORY

CONTACT SOCIAL MINISTRY

QUESTIONS FOR COMMUNICATIONS 
Please send your email to igomez@stwilliam.org. 

Please send your email to socialministry@stwilliam.org 
or contact the office directly at (516) 679-8532.

CONTACT FAITH FORMATION 
Please send your email to faithformation@stwilliam.org 

or contact the office directly at (516) 783-2528. 

CONTACT THE BUSINESS MANAGER 
Please send your email to jgoldman@stwilliam.org. 

CONTACT THE SCHOOL 

CONTACT THE PASTORAL COUNCIL  
Please send your email to pastoralcouncil@stwilliam.org. 

Parish Social Ministry

Parish Contact Information

Italian salad dressing
Mayonnaise

Pancake syrup
Cookies

Mashed potatoes
Beef gravy

Hearty beef soups
Corned beef hash

Food Pantry 

Refugee Resettlement Assistance
 

There are services available through Catholic Charities for
those arriving as special immigrants from areas such as
Afghanistan, Cuba and Haiti.  Services include employment
assistance, job placement, access to SNAP/Medicaid and
English classes.  If you know someone that needs assistance,
please visit otda.ny.gov/programs/bria/providers or email
migration@catholiccharities.cc

Alzheimer’s Support
 

There are free support groups available for those impacted by
Alzheimer’s.  Sharing your experiences with others who
understand can help everyone that participates.  Topics
covered include understanding Alzheimer’s, new advances in
research, effective communication and healthy living for both
victims and caregivers.  Please call the Social Ministry office for
more information.

Bereavement Counseling
 

Could you or someone you know benefit from bereavement
counseling?  If you have experienced the loss of a loved one
and would be interested in attending a small group session for
support, please call the Social Ministry office.  Weekly sessions
will begin on October 6th and will take place at 11am on
Wednesdays for seven weeks.

Prayer Shawl Group 
 

Do you like to knit or crochet?  Join us in the Abbey for the
Prayer Shawl Group!  The first meeting will take place on
Tuesday, October 5th at 10am.   Ongoing meetings will take
place on the first and third Tuesdays of the month.  This
ministry creates beautiful items for those in need such as lap
robes and shawls for the sick, and hats and scarves for the
homeless.  We hope to see you there

Back-to-School Thank You!
 

Thank you to all our supporters for the many back-to-school
donations received this year!  As a result of your generosity,
we were able to help all our families’ students with their school
year supply lists.  God bless you all for your kindness, and
God bless all the students as they return to school this month!



GOLF OUTING
ANNUALANNUAL

ST.  WILLIAM THE ABBOT

HONORING MSGR.  ROBERT L .  HAYDEN

Eisenhower Golf Course
October 18, 2021

We are collecting items for the raffle that will be
held at the reception/dinner. 

Please consider donating a new unwrapped
product, a service, or a gift card.  

TV's
Bikes

Spa treatments
Electronics

Sporting Tickets
Memorabilia

Wine & Spirits
Sporting Equipment 

Some ideas ...

Please drop off all items to the Rectory labeled - Golf Outing Donation. 














