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Shade Loving Plants - 

Many Gardeners think that a shady spot limits their plant choices, but mature trees, and shady areas provide new and exciting possibilities !!    Below is a list of a few of the possible plants that may be used … either Full Shade / Filtered Shade, or Afternoon Shade !! 
Tip:   When planting a shade bed...be sure you incorporate evergreen plants so you will have a framework, or anchor in the garden all year.   Then by adding a variation of  leaf textures,  colors, and  heights, accenting with annuals and perennials....you will achieve  a beautiful and interesting garden .....even in the shade !!!               

Agapanthus (Aft. Shade) 

Ajuga 

Aralia
Ardesia  

Asparagus Fern 

Aspidistra  (Cast Iron Plant)
Astilbe 

Aucuba

Azalea (Morning Sun)
Barberry - Golden 

Begonia – Green & Bronze Leaf ,  Dragon Wing,  Baby Dragon Wing, Big  

Bell Flower (Campanula) \
Bee Balm / Monardia

Bleeding Heart
Boxwood

Camellia 

Caladium  

Cardinal Flower 

Cast Iron Plant 

Chinese Fringe Flower (Morning Sun) 

Coleus 

Columbine 

Coral Bells (Heuchera) 

Elephant Ears

Euphorbia, Little Jo / Bonfire 

Euonymus Coloratus  (Purple Winter Creeper) 

Fallopia, 
Ferns
Flax Lilly (Dianella) 

Fothergilla “Mount Airy” 

Gardenias
Grasses / Ornamental
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Tip:   Garden Structures, such as a bench, arbor, obelisk, beautiful container …. or statuary add another dimension of visual interest to any garden or bed.    

Hollys -          Dwf. Burford 




                      Carissa 

                      Chinese 

                       Dwf. Yaupon 

                       Nelly R. Stevens 

                       Weeping Yaupon
Honeysuckle, Lemon Beauty 

Hosta 

Houttuynia
Huechera –  Beautiful combination with Hostas  

Hydrangea (Morning Sun)

Hypercum (St. Johns Wort)  Afternoon Shade  

Impatiens 

Itea 

Ivy - English 

            Variegated 

Lamium – White Nancy, Red Nancy, or Anne GreenWay 

Lenton Rose / Hellebores

Lirope – Green, Variegated 

Lobellia 

Lorapetulum

Lungwort (Pulmunaria) 

Lysmachia 

Tip:  Add Height:   Create layers to keep your garden interesting.  Many shade gardens feature relatively low perennials, ground cover, or shrubs.  Bridge the gap by using tall planters, pillars, or grow understory shade tolerant trees and shrubs of varying heights.   
Mahonia
Mazus 

Mondo Grass 

Nandinas 

Oxalis 
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Pachysandra 

Penstemom

Pink Splash

Pittosporum – Variegated (6-8’)  or   Wheelers Dwf. (3’)  

Podocarpus 

Potentilla 

Privet - Green Variegated 

Ruella, Blue, Pink, or White 
Sweet Spire, Henrys Garnet 

Spirea 

Torenia 

Turks Cap 

Turtle Head 

Veronica, Waterperry Blue 

Verbascum

Veronica

Viburnum 

Vinca (Ground cover) 

Violets
Weigelia  (Afternoon Shade)  

Yews  - Densiformus
Tip:  Disease and insects in a shade garden can be a problem.    DO NOT OVER WATER.   Many diseases occur in areas that are too moist.       Slugs and snail also may be a problem.  There are a variety of “Slug & Snail” baits that may be applied to the ground...OR  use pecan shell mulch to  solve this problem.

Shady / Part Shade Perennial Plants 

Spring Bloomers: 

Columbine - Tx. Gold 

Candytuft 

Coral-bells 

Flax 

Lamium

Lenten Rose ( Hellebores) 

Nana Coreopsis

Oxalis 

Spider Wart - Late Spring 

Violets 

Summer Bloomers: 

Cardinal Flower

Erysimum, Wallflower – Bowles Mauve

Lungwort - (Plumunaria) 

Bee Balm ( Monardia) 

Lysmachia, 

Lythrum 

Ruella   - Blue,Pink, White

Turks Cap
Penstemon 
Physostegia – Miss Manner 






                                     

Potentilla – Miss Wilmott 

Huechera  









Verbascum         

  Veronica
Foliage for Shade 

Elephant Ears (Annual)                                                          Lirope – Variegated or Green 

Caladiums (Annual) 





Ivy
Ajuga 







Aspidistra / Cast Iron Plant 
Ferns 


  




Sedges 
Ardisia 







 

Huechera








  Euphorbia, Little Jo    or Bonfire



            

Hosta  
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