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The season of Lent began on Ash Wednesday, February 18, and will end on
Easter Sunday, April 5.  Most Christians in one way or another celebrate the
forty days preceding Easter (not including the Sundays in Lent)
commemorating the time that Jesus took to prepare himself in the wilderness
for his earthly ministry.  The experts think that the origins of this pre-Easter
season have to do with a day-long fast before Easter in the early church.  By
the fifth century, all Christians observed Lent by fasting, breaking away from

sinful habits, exercising virtues, giving alms, getting “right” with their neighbors, and forgiving those who
had offended them.  But Christianity has always insisted that the most important observance of Lent is
one’s preparation for the celebration of Easter.  

In other words, Lent is a time dedicated to a happy ending.  The solemnities of Lent have no meaning
apart from the joy to which its days advance.  Easter is the solution of a problem to which Lent directs
us.  It’s usually called “sin.,” a condition referenced in our colonial days when the New England Puritan
primer declared, “In Adam’s fall we sinned all.”   The observances of Lent, at least theoretically, are
intended to move us from the denial of our separation from our Creator to honest recognition of our use
of free will to reject God’s intent that we love others as we love ourselves.  When we reach that moment
of clarity, we are ready to hear the solution to our problem, namely, the death and resurrection of Christ
by which we are freed from our enslavement to sin, death, and the devil.

Easter reminds us that we do not have to earn, or take, our salvation but that we receive our freedom. 
As Luther put it, “we are free from the condemnation of the law, but free to love others without concern
for our own just condemnation.”  Paul called it the “abundance of grace.” (Romans 5)   So let’s put a little
Lent into our lives.  On Wednesdays during Lent at 5 p.m. we will meet to share a simple meal together
and hear some of our brothers and sisters in the faith share their faith journeys.  Maundy Thursday and
Good Friday services (April 2 and 3) begin at 3 p.m. and a fish fry will take place on Good Friday after
services in the Fellowship Hall. 

So let’s put a little “Lent” into our lives.  Let’s prepare our hearts and minds for the big celebration on April
5.

Your brother in Christ,
Pastor Ken

     



 Music and Worship 

Pastor noted the death of our dear committee member Gail Pedersen. 
She will be sorely missed in so many areas of our worship life, not the
least of which as former organist of 30+ years and choir director. A
memorial service will be at Christ Lutheran Church on May 12th.

CONCERTS
                 

On March 8th at 3:00 our Organist will present his second free concert demonstrating his incredible talent
and our wonderful new pipe organ.  A donation basket will be placed in the church.  A reception will follow
in the Fellowship Hall by Angie and Louise Glose and helpers. A printed program will be provided at the
door.   Richard will be compensated.  
                  

RETIREMENTS

Joyce Hanisits has resigned as Leader of the Altar Guild and Jodie Rock has taken it on.  Going forward,
church secretary Nancy Frey will order supplies for the Guild when informed by Jodie.  
                 

Lois Greene announced that at the end of December 2026 she will be retiring from her position of Leader
of Music and Worship after 6 years.  She has offered to train a replacement for the entire year of 2026
to make a smooth transition.  Members are encouraged to find a replacement
                       

LENTEN DINNERS

On each Wednesday during Lent (5) soup and bread and butter will be provided by various teams at 5:00
during a brief prayer and devotion by Pastor. When all have eaten, volunteers have been asked to speak
of their religious journey. 
                   

EASTER

1. Palm Sunday is March 29th. Nancy will order the palms and Greeter will distribute to each person
entering the church for service. 

                     

2. Holy Thursday April 3rd, there will be a communion service at 3:00 at the end of which the altar
will be stripped reverently by volunteers and the processional cross draped in a black veil in
preparation for Good Friday the following day. 

                   

3. Good Friday – April 4th – there will be a non-communion service at 3:00 with appropriate hymns
and devotions. 

 
4. EASTER SUNDAY – April 5th, 9:30 communion service. “Hallelujah, he has risen indeed!!!” 
                    

5. Don’t forget to sponsor a Easter Flower. 

The next Music and Worship meeting is tentatively scheduled for March
31st and subject to change.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Lois Greene 
Leader Music and Worship 



OUTREACH MINISTRY TEAM
ENGLEWOOD HELPING HAND (EHH) - - Thank you for donating food and personal

care items to EHH! It is wonderful to see our Little Red Wagon full! EHH is located on
the campus of Englewood Methodist Church, 700 E Dearborn St. and is open to clients
on W and TH, from 8am-1pm. It is exciting to see the building addition progressing.
Thank you to our February volunteers: Larry and Roseanne Froemming, Joyce Hanisits, Carol
Rice, Jim and Brenda Sahlstrom and Kat Smith. If you would like to volunteer as a pantry
worker, please let Carol know.

Greeting Cards-We thank Ellen Novotny for continuing to send notes and cards to our
members.

LENTEN SOUP & BREAD SUPPERS - The Outreach Team was pleased to host the

first of our 5 o’clock Wednesday Soup and Bread Suppers. 31 attended and
enjoyed visiting, sharing a simple meal and learning from Joe Caputo about his
life and faith journey. Thank you, Joe! Also, thank you to all involved in setting

up and preparing the meal!
                

QUILTING AND KNITTING  - Please join us for a time of Christian fellowship,

fun and service…no skills necessary. We meet in the Fellowship Hall from
9-noon every Wednesday. All willing hands and hearts are welcomed and
needed. Our quilts are donated to Lutheran World Relief and sent
throughout the world at times of disaster. 
Beautiful knitted and crocheted Prayer Shawls and Lap Robes are donated

locally. If you know someone who would be blessed by a prayer shawl or lap robe, please let
Pastor Ken or Carol Rice know.

Our QUILT and PRAYER SHAWL BLESSING SUNDAY was on January 25. 80 quilts and many
prayer shawls filled the sanctuary. They will bring love and comfort to people in need. Our
completed quilts were boxed and delivered to Emmanuel Lutheran Church on February 6, ready
for their journey to bring hope and love to those in need throughout the world.
                     

THRIVENT  - Are you a Thrivent member? Please remember to direct your Choice
Dollars each quarter. Christ Lutheran is blessed to receive these gifts. Also,
please consider applying for a Thrivent Action Grant (value of $250) to support a
special project for our church and/or the community. Most Thrivent members can
qualify for 2 grants per year. Grant requests can be initiated by calling Thrivent or
by going online. Need a project idea? The Outreach Ministry Team will help.

                                                  

KIDS’ NEEDS of ENGLEWOOD  - We continue to collect new and gently-used
clothing for Englewood area elementary, middle and high school students, ages
5-18. These donations can be placed in the Kids’ Needs collection box in our
narthex..

       



TROSHUK FAMILY   - Pastor Ken and Ellen N. visit the Troshuks on many Saturdays for stories,

games and language lessons. Please continue to support our Ukrainian family with your prayers,
including prayers for immigration relief and world PEACE!??
                

                         

*The next Outreach Ministry Team will be on TH, March 12, at 11am in the office meeting room
                  

Peace and Joy!
Carol Rice for the Outreach Ministry Team Pastor Ken, Ellen Novotny,  Pastor Linda Fernandez
and Kat Smith

  

Things you need to know!
If you are planning to bring baked goods to church for fellowship after service, please
text or call Angie Ziegler at 941-525-7829

Joyce Hanisits, council rep to Fellowship Ministry

NEW CLC PHONE  directories (orange cover)
are available.  Again, please let us know, via e-mail, a note,
phone call, or carrier pigeon, etc. if your information needs
updated. PLEASE, if you have changed or there is an error,
please let us know.   We can’t express how important it is to
keep us up to date by  sending us any NEW info at
office@christlutheranfleng.org  telling us to add or correct
your e-mail. And remember, penmanship counts ... if I can’t
read it . . . guaranteed it will be 100% incorrect. 

Christ Lutheran Church Privacy Statement  . . . 
The Church Directory of Christ Lutheran Church is provided to the
members for the purpose of conducting church business only. The
church Directory is not for sale and use of the information;
including names, telephone numbers, emails or web addresses for
purposes other than church-related business is strictly prohibited. 



Christ Lutheran Men

     March 2026
Men’s Ministries, 

Men’s fellowship

The Men of Christ Lutheran Church meet in Christian Fellowship to share and serve
our Lord and our Church. All Men are welcome and encouraged to join with us. 

Isaiah 6:8 

"Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.
(KJV)”

                              

Meeting Dates and Times.
The Men’s Group meets bi-weekly on Thursday 9:00am in the Church Conference
Room (Please note that due to special events, only one meeting in March.) 

Next Meeting: Thursday, March. 19th, 9A.M.

An Opportunity to Serve:
ROADSIDE CLEAN-UP: CLC Men, will be facilitating roadside clean-up on SR 776
and invites the entire congregation to join us in this important community service
event. We will meet at 9am, at church on March 7th and 14th to beautify our local
highway. Families are welcome.

                                

MEN'S GROUP TO SPONSOR LENTON SOUP SUPPER on Wednesday, March
4th. Please plan to arrive at 4:00pm to set up and to stay to clean-up afterward.  CLC
Men (and their families will provide delicious soup, bread and beverages. Please
coordinate with Bob Cosler (703-864-8809) if you plan to bring food. We're expecting
more than 30. 

                                  

SET UP FOR RICHARD BENEDUM ORGAN CONCERT, March 8th. 2:00pm.  We will
set up tables and arrange chairs and assist with food layout.

                         

Join this active group for coffee, sweets, devotion and fellowship on 

Thursday, March 19th at 9:00am

Mark Baker & Bob Cosler



If your birthday is not listed, 

and you would like it to be,  

please contact the office, 

via e-mail at . . .
office@christlutheranfleng.org  

to share your special day

March

David McGhee 03/02

Tom Maschhoff 03/05

Ingrid Dixon 03/11

Barbara DeBoer 03/14

Ella Santos 03/17

Jean Miller 03/17

Macie George 03/18

Jenny Warring 03/20

Kathleen Ross 03/24

Carolyn Clark 03/25

Mary Addison 03/26

Thomas Arzsz 03/28

mailto:office@christlutheranfleng.org


Lenten Soup Supper Invitation

Join us for our Lenten Soup Suppers each Wednesday evening during
Lent at 5:00pm in our Fellowship Hall.

We’ll share a simple meal of homemade soups and bread, followed by a
brief time of reflection.

This is a wonderful opportunity to gather in fellowship, embrace the spirit
of simplicity, and prepare our hearts for Easter. Let’s walk this Lenten

journey together—one bowl at a time. All are welcome—bring a friend, and if you’d like, bring a
soup to share!  The following soup was so delicious that it was requested to be put into the
newsletter. Enjoy! Lemon Chicken Orzo Soup

2 T. EVO oil, + extra for serving 1 med. Fennel bulb OR 3 stalks celery

1 med yellow onion, chopped chopped (about 1 ½ cups)

¾ t.  ground coriander 1 ¼ t. kosher salt, divided, + more to taste

8 c. low sodium chicken broth or stock 2 boneless, skinless chicken breasts

1 c. orzo (1 ¼ lb. trimmed & cut in half lengthwise)

a c. tahini, optional ¼ c. fresh dill - chopped + more for garnish

1 lemon zest (grated from fresh) ¼ c. fresh lemon juice

freshly ground black pepper for serving

1. Sauté the vegetables: Heat the oil in a Dutch oven over medium heat until shimmering. Add the
fennel or celery, onions, coriander, and ½ t. of the salt and cook until softened and nearly
translucent, about 5 mins.

2. Poach the chicken: Add the broth, chicken, and the remaining ¾ t. salt. Increase the heat to high
and bring to a simmer. Turn off the heat, cover, and let stand until the chicken is cooked through.
10-15 minutes. It should reach an internal temp of 160ºF.

3. Shred the chicken: Transfer the chicken to a plate and let it sit until cool enough to handle. Using
two forks or your hands, shred the chicken into bite-sized pieces.

4. Meanwhile, cook the orzo: Return the soup to a simmer over medium-high heat. Add the orzo
and simmer until tender, 11-13 minutes, stirring occasionally to prevent sticking.

5. Season the soup: Take the soup off the heat and stir in the tahini, if using, dill, lemon zest and
juice, and shredded chicken. Season to taste with salt and pepper. 

Serve drizzled with EVO oil and sprinkle with lots of black pepper and extra fresh dill.

Refrigerate leftovers in airtight container for up to 5 days. The orzo will absorb broth as it’s
stored, so you may need to add more broth when you reheat it.  Freeze for up to 3 months. For
best results freeze without the orzo, tahini, lemon and dill, adding them when you reheat the
soup. 

238 Calories – 8g fat – 14g carbohydrates – 29g protein

10 mins. Prep time   –   25 mins. Cook time   –   6-8 servings



Temple Talk is a spiritual message delivered during a worship service, often

by a respected member of the congregation, focusing on personal

experiences and the presence of God in their lives and are designed to

convey inspirational messages that reflect the speaker's spiritual journey

and how their faith has influenced their life. In this article we have two

members of Christ Lutheran Church who have shared their journey. Enjoy.

Andy Egeland

Good morning, Lord, please let my words be acceptable to you and let them enlighten and bring joy
to our congregation. My name is Andy Egeland, I am a steward of Christ, a father, a husband, a
commercial fisherman, a Florida man and the son of a son of a sailor.

I grew up in Alaska where my dad was a commercial fisherman, and my mom was a teacher. I
moved to Florida 30 years ago (if you can believe that!). I have 4 children and have been married 3
times. I am wondering why Pastor Ken asked me to do this talk. I have put much time and thought
into what to say today. What will impact the listeners? It’s not often we get to talk in front of so many
like minded people of God. I do feel blessed to have this opportunity. I am also nervous and
confused. However, you cannot worry and pray at the same time, I choose prayer. I pray God has a
plan for me. God is never wrong.

I pray a lot as a fisherman. If we could live in prayer we would be in a constant connection with God.
As a commercial fisherman we have the oldest job on the planet. God provided us fish since
creation, maybe day 3 or 4! He doesn’t make it an easy job, and a lot could go wrong. When God
graces us with a good day and all things are in order we go fishing. 

To fight a fish is the biggest thrill, to lose a fish is the biggest disappointment. For some it’s the
experience of the fight, for me it is much more. We need to put fish in the boat to survive. The only
way that happens is through the grace of God. Sitting in this church we are all fishermen and we
need to put fish in the boat. As fishermen we experience many ups and downs. We have calm sea
and turbulent tides. Calm seas don’t make good sailors. We must always have Faith over Fear!

It’s the struggle that lets us know joy. Kids are proof of that! Each fish I catch I get to struggle with
and get to thank God afterwards. If I lose the fish, I must thank God for the opportunity and ask for
another one. I have also learned to take what the good Lord gives me. Be happy with what you got.
True living is through Christ. I think the world can be broken down into 2 things Good and Bad. If it is
good it comes from God. If it is bad, it does not. Fish come from God. Love comes from God. Our
planet and world come from God There are many struggles in life, but our joy is in the Lord. The
struggle is real and we must embrace it and grow from it.

A day not long ago when I was having difficulty understanding why things are the way they are I
decided to take a walk on the beach. On this particular day it was very windy, blowing 40 mph out of
the North. The waves were 10 feet tall. It was so windy that the sand looked like snow. There weren’t
many people on the beach that day. I walked into the wind for about an hour. Each step was a
struggle with my head down and my eyes almost closed the whole time wondering why. Why are all
the things in my life the way they are. I reached a point where the beach finally disappeared into the
waves. I had to turn around. When I did life became easier, it was no longer a struggle. I felt as if I
was floating down the beach. I was able to open my eyes without being blasted with sand. My walk
back was invigorating; my steps were easy. I felt like a kite soaring down the beach. When I got back
to my truck, I realized my troubles and worries were still there but if I put them at my back things
would become much easier. God is like the wind; he is the wind. If you go against God every step is
a struggle but if we go with God, we can almost float.

I would like to make a pledge now before God and the congregation to use my blessings and talents
to bring people closer to God. We are sponsoring a fish fry on Good Friday April 3rd. Which happens
to also be Pastor Ken’s birthday! We will have our Good Friday service at 3 pm. Directly followed by



the fish fry at 4 pm. If you plan on attending, please sign up and let us know how many people so
that we have enough fish.

We will also have a sign-up sheet if anyone would like to volunteer to help. This is a free will offering
and all are welcome so please come and bring a friend. Spread the word and Be the Light! Thank
you.

Bob Cosler

Good Morning, I’m Bob and I’ve been asked to share my Stewardship Journey today in the hope that
you will review your journey as well.

Up until about 20 years ago I was a “pay the price of admission” Christian. I contributed an amount
that seemed reasonable to me as a price for my attendance at a worship service. As a child and a
young man, I attended church very  regularly and was aware that making an offering was a regular
part of the service. I knew that buildings and utilities and services cost money and I was willing to
give  an amount that would cover my fair share of the expense of the event. I suppose II saw myself
as a consumer of religious services. Years passed, and when I went to church, I gave and when I
didn’t go, I didn’t give.

Then one day, God gave me an opportunity to wake up. I was going through one of those painful
transitions in life that many of us have experienced. And, I had just gone through a period of what I’ll
call “conspicuous consumption”. I bought a lot and gave a little. But, with my disposable income cut
by 60%,  I found myself renting a very modest home that had been abused by renters and owners
alike. It had style but was the shabbiest of sheik. However, (and you know God planned this) it was
within easy walking distance of a very active Lutheran Church. I began attending,  and as my
involvement with that congregation increased so did my recognition that God had  real and well-
defined expectations of  what caring for people and property, and utilization of time, talents and
treasure, should be. 

Now, I’ve never been a rigid, stick-to-the-budget person. But what I am good at is pigeon-holing
resources prior to getting my grubby little hands on them. So I began by making sure that I made an
offering every single week, even when I wasn’t there by arranging  for automatic deductions from my
checking account. Back then, it wasn’t as easy as it is now, with apps like PayPal and Zelle and
Google Wallet at our disposal. And, you know what I noticed?  I didn’t notice any significant  financial
hardship!   So I increased my giving, truthfully as sort of a test of God’s abundance. Still, no
noticeable effect! The money was gone before I could decide what else to do with it. I also became
aware of  ways tin which I was not an especially  good steward of time and talent either. I also notice
a  strange feeling of warmth and peace that stayed with me when I shared my time, God-given
talents and treasure.  

In 2009,  I moved and God again put me  near to a very active and loving Lutheran congregation  at
Galilee Lutheran in Pasadena Maryland. But I had made a yearly commitment to the previous
congregation. I wondered, could I complete that commitment and take on a new one as well?  I’m
here to tell you that when you give God gives back.  

During a Sunday morning sermon at Galilee, the pastor shared a story entitled A Handful of Rice.
The story tells about how the people  of Mizoram, a Northeastern state in India, practice a tradition
called Buhfai  ot,  “one handful of rice at a time”. These VERY poor people set aside a portion of rice
at every meal for God. When they collect enough rice they donate it to their local church which then
sells the rice to generate income. Pitiful right?  Meaningless, seemingly!  Really?  To be sure it was a
meager beginning. The sale of rice in 1914 brought in $1.50 US. BUT they have continued and 
eventually raised $1.5 million to support missionaries and local ministries.

Now that I’m retired, I can spare more than a handful of rice. I can share my time and talents as well.
BUT I can do more.  Join me, won’t you? Even if it’s only a handful of rice.



February Attendance Giving

02/01 75 $3,359.00

02/08 87 $3,943.00

02/15 85 $2,353.00

02/18 Ash Wed 31 $654.00

02/18 Bread & Soup 31 $0.00

02/22 93 $2,721.00

402 $13,030.00

 
               

                        

Please assist the church by
completing a survey for each
member in your household. The
information in the survey is a
very valuable tool to Christ
Lutheran Church. It allows us to
know which of our members
would be good on which
committees, who is willing to
serve in which areas, and which
of our members have talents
that can be shared with the
church. This may involve
education, training, and practice
in various fields, always with the
intent of glorifying God. It's
been many years since we did
our last survey and it is
important to have up-to-date
information about the gifts God
has given to each of us to use
for His glory. As each has
received a gift, use it to serve
one another, as good stewards
of God’s varied grace. This
survey can be picked up in the
Narthex and returned at your
earliest convenience. Forms are
available in the church office.
Thank you!



3/01 WORSHIP SERVICE 9:30AM 

2 DANCE 2 B FIT 9:30-10:30AM / ADVANCE TAI CHI 2-3:00PM / VENETIAN HARMONY 6:30-9:30PM

3 BOOGIE CHAIR 9:00-10:00 AM   / BRIDGE CLUB 12:00 - 5:00 PM

4 QUILTING 9:00 - 2:00PM 

5 COUNTRY LINE DANCING 9-12:00 PM /  BRIDGE CLUB 12:00 - 5:00PM

6 TAI CHI 10:00-11:00AM /  BRIDGE CLUB 12:00 - 5:00 PM

7 LEMON BAY PLAYHOUSE VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION PARTY 

8 WORSHIP SERVICE 9:30AM / ORGAN CONCERT 3:00PM

9 DANCE 2 B FIT 9:30-10:30AM /  VENETIAN HARMONY 6:30-9:30PM

10 BOOGIE CHAIR 9-10:00 AM / BRIDGE CLUB 12:00 - 5:00 PM   / CHURCH COUNCIL 1:00PM

11 QUILTING 9:00- 2:00PM 

12 COUNTRY LINE DANCING 9:00-12:00 PM / 11:00AM OUTREACH / BRIDGE CLUB 12:00 - 5:00

13 TAI CHI 10:00-11:00AM /  BRIDGE CLUB 12:00 - 5:00 PM

14

15 WORSHIP SERVICE 9:30AM 

16 DANCE 2 B FIT 9:30-10:30AM /   VENETIAN HARMONY - 6:30 - 9:30PM

17 BOOGIE CHAIR 9-10AM /BRIDGE CLUB 12 -5 PM 

18 QUILTING 9:00- 2:00PM 

19 BRIDGE CLUB TOURNAMENT 9:00 - 5:00 PM 

20 BRIDGE CLUB TOURNAMENT 9:00 - 5:00 PM

21 BRIDGE CLUB TOURNAMENT 9:00 - 5:00 PM

22 WORSHIP SERVICE 9:30AM 

23 DANCE 2 B FIT 9:30-10:30AM /  ADVANCE TAI CHI 2-3:00PM VENETIAN HARMONY - 6:30 - 9:30PM

24 BOOGIE CHAIR 9:00-10:00 AM / BRIDGE CLUB 12:00 - 5:00 PM 

25 QUILTING 9:00- 2:00PM 

26 COUNTRY LINE DANCING 9:00-12:00 PM / BRIDGE CLUB 12:00 - 5:00 PM 

27 TAI CHI 10:00-11:00AM /  BRIDGE CLUB 12:00 - 5:00 PM / 2:00PM NEW MEMBER CLASS

28

29 WORSHIP SERVICE 9:30AM 1:00PM DINNER CHURCH MEETING            

30 DANCE 2 B FIT 9:30-10:30AM /  ADV TAI CHI 2-3:00PM   /  VENETIAN HARMONY - 6:30 - 9:30PM

31 BOOGIE CHAIR 9:00-10:00 AM / BRIDGE CLUB 12:00 - 5:00 PM 







Classical & Sacred

Organ Concert

featuring

Richard Benedum
Sunday, March 8, 2026

3:00 PM
                

Christ Lutheran Church

701 North Indiana Avenue

Englewood, Fl 34223
Lite reception to follow

Donations Greatly Appreciated


