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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR KEN 
September 2020 
 
Dear Christ Lutheran Family: 
 
“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.”  (II 
Tim 4:7)    Paul confesses his perseverance to his friend, Timothy.   Earl Willer, the 
chaplain at St. Luke’s Hospital in Toledo, Ohio, once shared the story about Dr. 
Solander, a Swedish naturalist who accompanied Captain Cook’s expedition to 
find the North Pole.  The explorers were suddenly surprised by a cold south wind 
while still some distance from their camp.  Dr. Solander called the members of 
the party together and said, “I have had some experience of this in my own 
country, but you have had none.  Our lives are in danger.  We must resolutely set 
our faces to get back to the encampment, and with never a stop, for the 
danger lies in falling asleep.”   “But we will get horribly tired,” protested 
Lieutenant Hodder, the leader of the party.  “Can’t we stop now and then and 
rest?”   Solander sharply retorted, “I warn you, Hodder, that the men, as their 
blood grows cold, will ask to be allowed to rest.  Do not permit it for a moment—
urge them with blows, with the bayonet, if necessary!  Remember, the wish to 
stop is the first symptom of the blood refusing to circulate.  To yield to it is death!” 
 
The explorers made it safely back to camp.  All of them.   I have been with the 
members of Christ Lutheran now for five months!  Hard to believe!  I was 
encouraged by attendance in the 60’s when I started last March but COVID 
forced us to discontinue in-person worship for two months.  When we cautiously 
opened the doors again, we greeted 12 worshippers.     But attendance rose to 
22 on a couple of Sundays and reached 24 on August 23!   Wow!  We’re 
packing them in!  (tongue in cheek)    
 
My plan is to continue to test the waters and see if Christ Lutheran has potential 
to grow its ministry.  Working with your dedicated council, Barb McAlister, Jim 
Jung, Charlene Seltz, Dorothy Gramstad, Lois Greene and Mary Anne DiGrazia 
we have begun to embark upon some ideas to stimulate growth.   
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
The council has decided to reinstate a strong visible Lutheran presence in 
Englewood in order to draw in those in the area who are attracted to a church 
which manifests a traditional Lutheran tradition.  The community demographics 
indicate that 50 per cent of our neighbors are older citizens and the other half 
are younger families, some with children at home.  The trend for the next ten 
years is about the same, with only a slight increase in the number of younger 
families.  Once we have “regrouped,” we will need to proactively welcome and 
reach out to the younger families.  It will take some creative thinking.   Of course, 
we will welcome anyone who enters our doors.   We are not dismantling the 
“Pray Ground” in the back corner of the sanctuary. 
 
We have also freshened up our evangelism trifold, thanks to Sharon Graves and 
Bob Pape, members of Emmanuel in Venice, who have loaned their desktop 
skills to come to the aid of Christ Lutheran.  We will include a copy of the new 
trifold with the bulletin soon.   Perhaps you will identify a neighbor or friend to 
whom you could give it.   In addition, Bob Germain, also a member of 
Emmanuel, is leading the effort to update our webpage.    But all of us will have 
to put our shoulders to the millstone.  All of us need to get the word out that 
Christ Lutheran is a friendly community that celebrates with those who are joyful 
and consoles and  listens to those who need encouragement.   Some of you 
have supplied me with names and contact information for folks who have 
supported Christ Lutheran in the past.   I am diligently trying to track down 
anyone who might just need a little encouragement to come and give us a try 
some Sunday.   Our numbers might be small but so were the number of Jesus’ 
disciples.  I am looking forward to greeting returning snowbirds this fall.   We 
should not allow ourselves to get discouraged. 
 
There are several forms of the Christian cross.  The crucifix reminds us that Jesus 
suffered for our sins.   The empty cross reminds us that death could not hold 
Jesus who rose from the dead.   The Christus Rex (Christ the King) cross reminds 
us that Jesus was victorious over sin, death, and the devil.   So will the church be 
victorious.  So will we be victorious.  Let us face and turn into the wind!  Like Paul, 
we will fight the good fight!   
 
Your friend on the journey, 
Pastor Ken 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

BAPTISM 
On Sunday, August 30, 2020, we celebrated the baptism of Madison Rae Brew,  

daughter of Ryan and Casia Brew, and granddaughter of Melissa Brew. 
We commend little Madison into the loving protection of our  

gracious Savior who names her on this day.   
By the power of the Holy Spirit, the seed of faith will be sown in her heart. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 
The following will be completed on Wednesday,  
September 2 and forwarded to you at that time.  

 Thank you for your understanding. 
 

ATTENDANCE and FINANCIALS  – AUGUST 2020 
 
COUNCIL KEY POINTS 
The roof is finished!  Thanks to all who donated towards this most necessary 
property maintenance improvement.  To facilitate all Ministry Team Event 
Requests to be approved by Council, a form has been developed and 
approved.  Forms will be available in the church office.  Thanks go out to 
ambitious Council members and congregants, who are moving forward on 
improving property facilities and grounds.    
 
Respectfully, 
Charlene Seltz, Council Secretary    
 
CONGREGATIONAL CARE MINISTRY KEY POINTS  
As COVID-19 restrictions continue to remain in effect, Pastor Ken Lentz continues 
to do all private home visits at this time.  Village on the Isle (VOTI) unfortunately is 
still on lockdown.  Congregants continue to receive greeting cards and calls to 
express our caring, loving and connectivity at Christ Lutheran Church.  If anyone 
would like to donate cards or stamps to the Congregational Care Ministry, 
please place them in Gloria Leonard’s box in the Narthex.  No Christmas cards 
please and thank you!  
 
In His service, 
Charlene Seltz, CCM Team Leader   
 
SOCIAL MINISTRY TEAM KEY POINTS 
The Social Ministry Team did not meet in July and our August meeting will be 
reported in the October CLC News. 
 
Get ready...get set...”GOD’s WORK. OUR HANDS” Sunday is September 13.  Our 
service project this year will focus on ENGLEWOOD HELPING HAND.🖐   On that 
Sunday, Mark Rennie, President of the Board of Directors, will share a few words 
about the continued work of Englewood Helping Hand (EHH) in our community.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 EHH provides food and life essentials to many in need in our community.  Christ 
Lutheran Church has worked in partnership with EHH since its inception in 1983. 
 Christ Lutheran was one of the founding churches.  EHH is in the advanced 
planning stages of a much needed new building, a building with running water 
and facilities.  Mark will also share visuals and building plans and be available for 
questions after church on the patio.  You may ask, “How can I use my HANDS to 
help? 

 

🖐PRAY🙏for EHH and the people in need in our community 
🖐COME to worship on September 13 with thankful hearts 
🖐DONATE food and personal care items-let’s overflow our Little Red Wagon 
🖐MAKE a monetary donation...Special Donor Envelopes will be available 
🖐LEARN more about the mission of ENGLEWOOD HELPING HAND 
 

Looking forward to CELEBRATING, SERVING and WORSHIPPING with YOU! 
Peace and Joy! 
Carol 
 

WORSHIP & MUSIC MINISTRY TEAM KEY POINTS 
The Music and Worship Committee did not meet in August and will cancel 
further meetings until after the first of the year due to COVID and various illnesses 
of our members. 
  
The replacement of new communion rails is in the works and is due to be 
installed before the end of September.  Angie Ziegler volunteered to replace 
some of the carpet in many areas on the altar which had been damaged with 
the removal of the railings and choir pews.  She used leftover carpet, glue and 
scissors . . . a monumental time consuming job expertly done.  Thank you 
Angie!!!  
  
The Kyrie and Hymn of Praise were brought back into the worship service and 
gratefully accepted by the congregation. The kitchen cleaning day in the 
Fellowship Hall brought only two volunteers; however, they masterfully organized 
and straightened, and the refrigerator was emptied and cleaned out.  We still 
have a lot of thorough cleaning to do.  The next cleaning day will be in the 
kitchen area of the office on September 12 from 11:00 - 1:00.  Hopefully we will 
have a better turnout. 
   
A contract has been signed to have the two double doors and one single door 
of the Fellowship Hall that face the parking lot sanded, prepped and painted  
dark brown with new weather stripping.  
 
Thank you to all of you who have volunteered in bringing Christ Lutheran back 
to life in the most basic, yet necessary, way. 
  
Respectfully, 
Lois Greene, Chair 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

WE STILL NEED YOU !!! 
This month is Saturday, September 12 at 11:00 am 

We are looking for volunteers to help clean and organize our facility on the 
second Saturday of each month at 11:00 am (for 2 hours or less) until all areas 

have been addressed.  Supplies will be furnished.    
See Lois Greene for details on all of the above. 

 
 
 

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR ARE TO THE GLORY OF GOD 
If you would like to purchase flowers for the Altar, it’s very simple . . . 

Please fill out the applicable date box of the “Flower Book” in the Narthex.  The 
cost is only $15.  Use an envelope in the pew and mark ALTAR FLOWERS on it.   

Thank you for contributing to our worship.  
 
 
 

CLC MINISTRY TEAMS NEEDED 
According to the Constitution, the following ministry teams are also 

required and are not currently active at CLC: 
 

          Audit 
         Christian Education 
         Evangelism (Outreach) 
        Fellowship 
       Financial 
 

            Memorial Garden 
            Nominating 
           Personnel 
          Property 
 

If you would like to volunteer to be on any of these ministry teams,  
please contact any Council member or Pastor Ken. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS  
 
  27 Gloria Leonard 
 

If your birthday is not listed, and you would like to be please notify Ginger. 
 

 
SEPTEMBER WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES                                  
  
 

                  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Kurt and Ines Kallmeyer 
September 7 

 
Ron and Sharon Tessmer 

September 13 
 
 
I

 
If your wedding anniversary is not listed, and you would like to be please notify Ginger. 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Blank forms are available in the office 
EVENT REQUEST FORM 

Date: 

Ministry Team Information: 

Team Leader Email Contact Phone # 
   

General Information: 

Event Name: 
 

Date and Time:   

Event will be held in: 

   

Purpose (Outreach, Fellowship, Education, etc.): 
 

 

Materials Needed:   

 

 

Brief Description of Event: 

    

    

    

    

  

  

  



 

 

 
THRIVENT T-SHIRTS 

These T-Shirts are available in the Narthex (various sizes). 
Donations are appreciated. 

 
 
 

CHRIST LUTHERAN FAMILY: 
WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU 

 
Remember,  

if you have an interesting article,   
an inspirational storyS,  

a moving experience, or a touch of humor 
which you would like to share, we would love to hear from you. 

 
*** 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God Bless You and Your Loved Ones, 
Ginger 


