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Lesson Focus: Graphic Notation

Children learn to read long before they can, well, literally read, by recognizing that
one thing can be a symbol for something else. An infant may learn that a bottle
means food. Hearing the same lullaby music each night can gently send a bedtime
signal to a toddler. And those three little lines that appear on a parent’s forehead
symbolize “uh-oh” to a preschooler who used permanent marker to decorate the
couch.

At Kindermusik, we know learning how to recognize and read signs and symbols
correctly takes practice and is an early step to knowing the letters and
corresponding sounds of the alphabet. Each week in class, we use music to give your
child a fun, age-appropriate way to practice. We call it graphic notation. In “The
Elephant and the Waterfall,” we explore graphic notation or the relationship
between printed symbols and the associated sounds, when your child sees a picture
of a large dot and hears or plays a loud, short sound or sees a picture of dashes and
hears or plays quiet, short sounds. Both music and reading literacy depend upon
your child’s ability to make those connections.

Everyday Connection: A picture is worth a thousand notes. Put on your favorite
Kindermusik songs and draw pictures together to represent what you hear. Ask
your child to talk about each creation, including color choices. Bring to class to share
or post on our Facebook page.
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