


Chairman’s Message

Dear Friends,

It gives me immense joy to welcome you once again through the pages of Nivritti - Nabapatrika, our
annual publication accompanying the celebration of Durga Puja 2026. What began as an idea to
capture the spirit of our community has, within a short time, become a cherished platform for sharing
our

stories, creativity, memories, and cultural heritage.

This year holds a special place in our journey as Indian Cultural Connection Essen e.V. celebrates

its 3rd Durga Puja in Essen. Looking back at how far we have come, | feel a deep sense of gratitude.
Each year, more hands have joined in preparation, more families have participated, and more
friendships have been formed. What we create together is much more than an annual festival - itis a
community that continues to grow around shared traditions and a sense of belonging.

Durga Puja reminds us that traditions remain alive when they are practised, shared, and passed on.
For many of us living far from the places where we grew up, these few days bring familiar sights,
sounds, rituals, food, music, and emotions back into our lives. At the same time, it gives our children an
opportunity to experience and understand the traditions that are part of their heritage, while sharing
them with friends and the wider community here in Germany.

Our celebration would not be possible without the extraordinary commitment of our members,
volunteers, participants, artists, well-wishers, donors, sponsors, and friends. Every contribution
matters - whether it is arranging the Puja, preparing food, decorating the venue, performing on stage,
helping behind the scenes, supporting us financially, or simply joining the celebration with enthusiasm.
To each of you, | offer my sincere gratitude.

Through Nivritti - Nabapatrika, we hope to preserve some of these moments beyond the five days of
celebration. Every article, photograph, artwork, memory, and contribution becomes a small part of the
story we are building together - a story that future generations of our community can look back upon
with pride.

As ICC Essen continues its journey, | hope we remain a community that is open, inclusive, respectful,
and connected - proud of our Indian roots while building meaningful bridges with the society we call
home. Culture has a wonderful ability to bring people together, and | believe this will always remain at
the heart of Indian Cultural Connection Essen e.V.

On behalf of Indian Cultural Connection Essen e.V., | warmly welcome you and your families to our
3rd Durga Puja and Autumn Festival 2026. May Maa Durga bless us all with strength, wisdom,
happiness, and harmony, and may the bonds of our community grow stronger with every passing year.

Subho Durga Puja 2026 to all!

With warm regards,

Abhishek Ghosh

Chairman

Indian Cultural Connection Essen e.V.
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Durga pujo doodle

- Sohini Maiti
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Penned by Ashis Chatterjee
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- Kolkata

Pillars of the Soul

The richest wealth is Wisdom
The strongest weapon is Patience
The best security is Faith
The greatest tonic is Laughter
and surprisingly all are Free

Anwita Patra
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Durga Puja Zeitung

-Abhyuday Das, 10 years
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A day with a crocodile

-Saanvi Ghosh, 10 years

On a sunny morning, | went for a walk near the river. Suddenly, | saw a V-shaped snout
pointing right at me. After a few seconds, | realised it was a crocodile. | jumped and fell onto

the ground.

The crocodile came closer to me and said, “Don’t be afraid. | won’t harm you.”
| was so surprised to see a crocodile talking to me.

“You are a crocodile! How can you talk?” | asked.

“Yes, | can talk,” the crocodile smiled.

“What do you want from me?” | asked.

“I don’t want anything from you. | just want to be your friend,” he said.

“How can you talk, and who are you?” | asked.

“I was a human swimming in this river when suddenly | touched a yellow tang fish. | didn’t

know it was magical. My name is Connor;” said the crocodile.
“Are you happy to be a crocodile?” | asked.

“Actually, no. But | know where the yellow tang lives. First, | need to give you some scuba-
diving equipment,” said Connor.

After a while, we went to Connor’s house and got the equipment we needed. We scuba-
dived to the yellow tang’s house and knocked on the door.

The yellow tang opened the door.
“Greetings, Connor!”

“Why did you do this to me?” asked Connor.
“Because | didn’t know that | was magical from the day | was born!” said the yellow tang.
“So, I... uh... um... am really sorry!”

After some time, | said, “Connor, it’s getting late. My parents are worrying about me.”

“Bye, Connor!” said the yellow tang.
“Bye!” said Connor.
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Connor and | swam back to the surface. We sat down beside the river.
“I never got your name,” said Connor.

“m Scarlett, but | have to go now!” | replied.
“Will you come back tomorrow?” Connor asked.

“Yes!!!” | replied.
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Rihaan Ganguly, 9 years

Shatarupa Ganguly
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The Road to My Old Nest

-Priyanka Ghosh Das

Beneath many skies, | learned to
roam,

an uncaged bird, yet dreaming
home.

The world grew wide, my wings grew
strong,

yet still the old hearth calls me
home.

| have wandered where the wild
winds lead,

through distant lands and skies
unknown;

yet memory keeps its quiet creed—
that roots remember what wings
outgrow.

The world turns strange, its seasons
wane;

melancholy softens joy and pain.
Still, hope walks gently by my side,
through every shore, through every
tide.

For home is not where weary wings
alight,

nor where the world bids us belong;
it is the hush within the heart that
knows our name,

and keeps it long.

And though | wander, free and far,
beneath a thousand skies and stars,
my heart still knows, as hearts will
do—

the little nest where | once grew in.
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From India to Essen: A Little Piece of Home
- Abhishek Ghosh

Sometimes, we don't realise how much a place means to us until we leave it behind.

As children in India, festivals simply happened around us. We never had to create them.
The streets changed, the house became busy, new clothes appeared, familiar music
filled the air, and friends and relatives were suddenly everywhere.

We never thought that one day we would miss these ordinary moments so much.
Life brought us thousands of kilometres away. We came to Germany, built careers,
made friends and raised families. Slowly, an unfamiliar city became familiar.
Essen became home.

And yet, when Durga Puja approaches, somewhere inside us, we become children
again.

We remember the people, the sounds, the excitement—and sometimes the people who
are no longer there to celebrate with us.

Perhaps that is why we try so hard to create a little piece of that feeling here.

An empty hall slowly fills with decorations, music, food and familiar faces.

Children run around while parents are busy.

Someone is looking for something that has gone missing.

Someone is laughing.

Someone is stressed. Nothing is perfect.

But then you look around the room and, just for a moment, India doesn't feel so far
away.

And then you see your children.

For many of them, Germany is home. The Durga Puja we remember from our childhood
exists only in the stories we tell them.

We cannot give them our childhood.

But we can give them their own memories.

Maybe they will remember dressing up for Puja. Maybe they will remember performing
on stage, sharing food or running around with their friends while we kept telling them to
behave.

And perhaps, many years from now, when we are older and they have families of their
own, one of them will say:

“l remember Durga Puja in Essen. We used to celebrate it together every year.”

Maybe they will not remember who organised it.

Maybe they will not remember whether everything went according to plan.

But hopefully, they will remember how it felt.

To belong.

To be surrounded by people who cared.

To know that Germany was their home, while India was also a part of who they were.
That, perhaps, is why we do all of this.

We came to Germany carrying memories of the home we left behind.

Now, together, we are creating the memories our children will one day carry with them.
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- Paromita Paul
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Abhyuday Das, 10 years - My idea of an adventure in a small comic

presentation.

Inspired from The Diary of a wimpy kid /Gregs Tages Buch. Created through Adobe Scan.

Vie letzte Woche vor den
Herbstferien war richtiq aufregend
Unsere Schule hatte ein
Fufballturnier, und ich wollte
unbedingt mitspielen,

Am Montaq hatten wir das
erste Training. Unser Trainer,
Herr Weber, war streng, aber
nett. Er erklarte die Taktik und
teilte die Mannschaften ein.

Am Dienstag hatten wir das
nachste Training. Ich war super
motiviert und Ubte nach der Schule
roch ein bisschen mit meinem Freund
Leon auf dem Bolzplatz.

Endlich! Wir spielen
Ich 2eige allen, §-3-3. Passt qut
was ich kann! ouf und bleibt

.
~

Am Freitag war das grofe Spiel
gegen die Parallelklasse. Ich war
etwas nervos, aber auch sehr

aufgeregt.

Tch durfte tatsachlich von Anfang
on spielen! Tn der ersten Halozeit
lief olles gut. Wir fuhrten sogar
mit 2:0. Zch hatte ein paar tolle
Passe und fihlte mich richtig stark.

Tn der zweiten Habzet wurde es |
spannend. Die andere Mannschaft
gab nicht auf. Kurz vor Schluss

bekamen sie einen Freistof.
Bitte, bitte...

lass mich heute
spielen!

Die letzten Minuten waren richtig ‘q\ui dem Heimweg war ich etwas

hektisch, Jeder kampfte. Und dann -

enttauscht, aber auch stolz. Ich hatte
Pfeife! Das Spiel war vorbei. 2:2.

ein tolles Spiel gemacht, viele neue
Freunde gefunden und viel gelernt.

Nachstes Mal
schaffen wir es
bestimmt!

l, ey y ) o 7 \\ I 432 P;‘-{:‘M

Und ich weip jetzt schon: Denn Fulball ist micht nar ein Spiel.
Egal, ob wir gewinnen oder Es ist ein Abenteuer -

verlieren ~ wichtig ist, dass wir und ich freue mich schon
als Team zusammenhalten. auf das nachste!

Es war knapp...
aber wir haben
alles gegeben!

FuPball ist
einfach die
beste Sache!
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Arnesh Dey, 11 years

AarushiDey = =

Indian Cultural Connection | ICC Essen e.V. /”




3 F’b1 fiaa T 913 ot ot

5 rehearsal, 55 3151, =7 S=ICqE 2Tt
— &N i T

T IR SIRA6T @ 78 @3 5|

FlT, AT, T, IS, appointment—olFoIF FUF (T QF0! TYR CIN A RO JF 2T,
JIco3 AR 1|

g #[cei wIsice IO calendar A WRPIF 2T 1

a3 351 WhatsApp-a message WsE—

“Natok-a3 rehearsal 3@ QA BF FII?”

|

I IERE—T TR

TR (AT NI 8 weekend-SE 5{a WE WE IR BF I |
JITS JI6P AR |

BT WA AIBH ACZ|

@S NF MIRA| @S JAIBEF| &S musical instrument ISR | BT IITST WA N (Of
FHICo @ | Adult group song Wtz| Opening ceremony-v A9 WIR|

T O 6 9FOd Y J9F Q0! idea frrea—

“Couple dance 91 99 *F? 90’s songs!”

|dea-B STCS W

BIF9IF rehearsal B 27|

“q3 step-ad *IF N @M 1?7

“1 feress!”

“JfN S Tifeg, FFT QN gefte Teg!”

e @ couple as I7F Ky s Sixa o foret, @61 90’s Bollywood song Qa1 351_
o I e —

TG left WK right oS @ifers Fooief wWicg|

CIY 218 W=y 916 353 3 T

K stage-a YO (rd (S JATSS NI a1 rehearsal-Q FoIF I I EA—

“a1F last time 17

[N SR S, last time $48 last time 7]

TIFAT WI(g IBIIF preparation|

“BIoI6! QI I

“Qq 11”7

“sI9GT practise FE=?”

“wﬂ””

“aBIF 3fF?”

“PI III”

“Instrument-Bf practise FICo X SI!”

“I know, Mama!”

8 ATHIER fiig G713 93 BT T stage-A S5 W IR IIIo! I, SIF 9T T instrument
IS, BT W AN IGT QFTOIK ool i3 @ rehearsal-a3 597 &8t tension-3
LRI
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T N A Sify—

“Jrz! Q6 RS e FIfF?”

I Tt G13 P AT T AT BATS (915, IO stage (A3 ITo—
“I told you, Mama!”

IGM SIRNS T Y ST I

Natok-ad rehearsal-a dialogue aws 5|

Stage-q S 351 FF 3T—

A line-Bt i fae1?

73 9F-13 second-AQ actor-a3 @It @ STEIFT6! WG, 7F BIET WL ATGTT 5|
B A5 actors-J Siida—

TG0 AfSax Faca q1| 7653 IF I G FIRA|

BIIFF 21T (A S Y I @ Q¥F G061 dialogue It id JICS Sig) AN track-a v o]
7 2ol ¢ |

[N backstage-a BT fFe34157 e

abB13 teamwork|

a3 & SN group song-ad rehearsall

GG IR, “WIEIIIF beginning A |7

&S lyrics oiad]|

&S fated scale gorcaq|

I O AT Y WA AT N SNISTIF 219 351 ficesst acaa—
“TEAT @4 line-a onfg?”

B8 WPHIGIE, AGDIEH T 13 QFICH stage-a WIS J1pg 3 2@ I
O OHFIE perfect T A1)

g 12 imperfect-B13 WEE|

SIFT W A Jhe1 #{Csid preparation-3 AR

2P (A RN I g9 IR I,

“q G IR 2"

IR IR RAIT6 GRET ARS TG @ a9 Jifpoy<f o T 2, (el T 33|
Y B IfeT—

“ifG AIPT A Q3 TSI 21T Feol NG Apr 9 f&ifas 931”

Ol HIF (1S &N AIGT 1

JNETE K AT AN 7713 |

T TATS AATS (T rehearsal-t A @ CiwRiot, OB message, 9B “WIGT AIKF I, “ieT
R, “WT QIR B’ —7 1T 3T T

Natok 19|

RIGEQEI!

15 1|

JBIR performance 19|

Opening ceremony-8 -1¥|

Stage-ad WiteT face T

J1fG e oIt 7061 I, “QIF @G AN SANS ST |

g 6! TUT8 &FIAMS @ (73 hall-a% 2/t |
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BT 1T *IFS perfect step, perfect dialogue It perfect note-ad FAT YI @1 I A 1|
T A rehearsal-ag |

9 dialogue-a3 217 Q@ WARF YT T oI’

BT “Qd practise FII 1|7

Couple dance-a3 &13 left-right Il

I stage A @ AT (13 A3 &I—

“FE JCA?”
TIF TOE AN T1-3 I 91 (1, fSor foow Tetbl @4 F1K3 S|
YOI |

I WNAT professional actor, singer It dancer F3|

T 3 57 TG, T [Feorm 318 SR TRAAF QA 9FG QPP AT @ IE AIFAGT 97
cofs FEfE|

T G2 IS TACO! TS BF 38T WA HICN3 N TS BF 36 |

AN GITHI X1t TT—AAN “rehearsal FE?” message-BIto3|
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/ Debraj Ghosh, 11 years

Riyanshi Das, 11 years

Arush De
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Aarit Chakraborty, 12 years

|.|\ |1| -"ﬂ.-;_ln\’ ﬂ,l rﬁl l"rll'f;;l..r"?Ilh 1%1‘}"::

Abhyuday Das, 10 years
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Kiyan Mukherjee, 8 years

TKIY AN
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Papia Chatterjee

WTSISI0oA i -3 ((Geiy w4rm)

-Arnwesha Jana

HATSIANCTITQT AT, TGS I3,
CoNPAT PIo-TGT Sre v ey Fr|
e TRATE Y, Aife 5- aFerEagsifewti|
TGRITIARFIR TP QI GRS, |
HOIE R Frer 2@ Tgq wAfef|
TQINNR BSX (@I (ift HSToNG ;
Q3 AT I 113 RifaicTss|
SIS FEF &I SHAFA &0 9,
SMSRSGHTAT IACH 3 (Of NSIANG?
A R, A 9T, W & TIE 3T,
Yo SR A O, R (808 2 0o ol
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Papia Chatterjee

| I=rBraeT veaiea wsftopcsl|
BT meIG Sex SO b, fFoe 916 550G | 3691
@ &7 #frenfo =t “=MBraet mefes 2o I fof,
I STEAT 5958 ST Sio1RAT Wead 2ico| 5 356 3o
IR AT =T (ST |
a3 g eI Arpamreta 6 43 [Rrayro| Ffes @iz @,
TR g T IS 0ol e, 4w gIg<et, 2=, Fra,
3R 3onr Sif B9 @ #ifia Tt 1 © TR FATO™
T 2R | 12 JIf6 2R @2 NI A @ SIpamrerq
ofF s, a3zea 3fSart a Ifar siner 1|
a3 AR 9 Frens g SR &FEr-
5. PISI TS 7T THARS | ST JWRY TIT (A3
2AfSar tofia e u 73|
2. AfSTF BrAbE QAT FAGINT WHSF 2T QIR OIS
Ffox TeEAcT A 3 58T FIRS Fow o =7
0. QI FIFF ST 8 WEAMT| FIOF & QAN G
(PGS ATSTICT 2
8. g IfGa 7ot oJranm coresra 8 ReTs s wieg| @fsy
T (SISt B 8 T IR T 3T M|
¢. a3fb Worg WG S Ttz a3 {7 9 st ©|
ISP AT BN QAT BT 29T @ 1 3| G e
a3 ARAE @3 TRV 93 7@ AT T3 &F @ [pasi
FASTAAIR W@ G 7sf1 TSI T FOrN S g
8 TfGE Wite g 51| 3 +If{7T 93 9198 &= a1 7511 & 3y
T <G /AR S RIS #{TST FE AT
Qo] e g+ T @1 T "5 NI ST
TN @3 o1 B shrexr 2371 T [Rvrsias 33oios wedt e
LI ABIK AF AP QF 4[ET GTOPT WIY A7 AT T&
IEE|
@oifer JorIa IR 91, qEfS st (st 3 ey
TR FACOT I fORCT Sl AR
9B (TR A @ 2R-G ¢rear 3c Gift WK f[See
IS 0o QT & 7T |

S 9fo eI ER o st 2 FfRSE
Ao W 2A1f| a6 g QBB Y & e ke
O © @FET @ QFBT FROTG T (ST IACR GIOT
Y @IATSIEE IR S5co A1 71

et o sif<ex|
BTG A1 BTt WIGCETH (jungle owlet) T TG Trotet
Trecets(barred jungle owlet)| Scientific a1y afsifewr
QGBI (Glaucidium radiatum)| aft SR @16 37,
20 IfSfAGI g Fr=FIfE| aft resident bird, @i «aft
AT 2N 77| S0, FTHI, S SO SANITICT
f3fST Wpee onem T

I ST WIS (S QT TSI S5 A M| Dry
deciduous forests, moist deciduous forest,
woodland, forest edge Q@8 QT @A T | QT AIBIE
(25 318 @1 75 predator| Beetle, grasshopper,
locust, (=15 56, (=21B #if, T4aa 1 @G e Q3T
[CISRIGH

a3 It eI Fe S ST B8 @1 Y| 96
TE perch Q ICT BIFART 7% B, B2 251 A6
Jffore faces RIFF 4@ | Q3T 675 (©1F 8 FHIF I
@ siferm Aes| Wi @ T crepuscular| S QT STo7yef
AOHT! T WS T MEIR (68 FIFIRT Q@] Q3R
IYAG LIS ({JIM3 JGT A

a3t fcerorg It &y *nfior Sod e tofy @ a1
STLIATS ICTT S1T2T (@67 a7 fSog 6T s | sk,
March-May a3 3 S15T Q1 IS 2A1CG|
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Glimpses of Kumortuli
-Srijani Panda

In the winding lanes of Kumortuli, the arrival of Durga Puja begins long before the drums of the
festival are heard. Here, amidst the scent of wet clay and the soft glow of workshop lights,
artisans bring Maa Durga to life—layer by layer, stroke by stroke. Their hands shape not just clay,
but the fierce grace of her eyes, the serenity of her face, and the quiet power of her presence. For
generations, these craftsmen have devoted themselves to this sacred transformation, turning
earth into the goddess who will soon enter countless homes and pandals across Bengal. In every
curve, every brushstroke, and every carefully painted eye lives a devotion that is deeply intimate
and rooted in the soul of Bengal. In Kumortuli, the spirit of Durga Puja is born in clay, long before
it fills the streets with light, music, and celebration.
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FATOI—aF GHE! I6TAfeTTl

-Srijani Panda

As the sun sets over the Ganges,
the Second Hooghly Bridge and
drifting boats become silhouettes
against Kolkata’s golden horizon.

Victoria Memorial glowing
beneath the night sky, its white
marble rising in quiet grandeur
over Kolkata.

Kolkata’s iconic yellow taxi—a
timeless symbol of the city’s
character, charm, and nostalgia
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Gourav Halder & Rakasree Ghosh

M T I ol =
| e A S at b

Lauterbrunnen _Valley, Switzerland

Innsbruck, Austria
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Hintersee, Bavaria, Germany

@ @goingoffmap

Innsbruck, Austriaes
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QFAN, AFG &

- A ALY

(5)
TIFREBI aFEBRE I R o ARE?” aFG @iRs O et 7| It o7 HEBREER| 21t
Fm ciEice @l
ATCITIR (AP AT forESe, Srfg)’
ciftafes I@F 0| T BT WEIME 27 I DARPED fwd gt 16 47 er@gei™
QOIS ST /|
G006 T o AT WIGIRNCe! 2| TINT JACTRIER B! | <t SINFI9G 3w fARfEors @S
IR FER, ACR IR I CITYReod fasoia afew Ao
Feram A QR @«
AFINET T 08T AFONERT GTNELE| AENHE FASE Ao IR ARSI TE&RI T,
AT WIS W9, TKSIIK Aoifeget| sSTAfviEs IR 2@8 Jrid Gr3wa 3G @«
FIfS aRERee|
QROIA I - RGN @oitoNlty, 9f (rafe i placrs I3 @ e/
AT - oI W ol | ArERas 399G, o e, [geam ang’|
TNGTEITASIIFE A< I -B13 Wt RAFIATG|
T 7 @7 I+,
— RIERS, Srqgeren, WEIE, & ... Wi 5y A9, FrerE?
?Aft I,
— X1, (VIR BISI! IS @A (B2
T 251 A fH I,
— T! @IUF G Iy
It Joi6 @1 T,
— AACEA? HN T B N WP o138 @ @l
T @7 T8 e,
— B13 (Of (BN A0 A Tty
#I<ft = o A o= I97,
— & R U I re @31 57 e QI TG Srorelf gEs| T 58 @ $5 3@
T BTG @I 73 211 Hiow I+,
— 51| O QF0! PL...

— I [?

— IS QISATH ISTF N3 (BINID (G T |

sI<ft JofF @1 I,

— QN GIPCeT SR ST mpI = FIf5?

PG BT YO1H3 ROT SI|

B3R BT D IR 2IGra| SR o IRT @IBISE Foore == g e Tiftes Jtex
BIERISIE]
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ez sifim R 2@ 9@ @ 96| [RET 43835 e @aa@q Jed gof &0 |
HFTFGE, IFTI NS, T ALK, TQATNF, FHT-HesT ARG AG! WioaT [ st
@ T g Fiftad|

YT MAISER TRIB IR ABT AT BRI G|

BI@A S e z@fas Ssaice IIgenios ot AfSHIas aFEite Jars Hefead
oid| s SEfrgmEs T3 Ok 999 ISR NG GF (e TQaGid 3F I AFfofdo
AR JSA3 |

RAAMEIRRBZS ST WEAT ANGANF| FASOR JB IWl, RNEEI BT (I, G Gl
JASE FAIR IR IT TRIGIE! O 3@ PG| ITAES 2 SO SR 38TITST
@G TS 127 STILBE| XRIBETTET Joo! IJB 99, WK AW oot [Foias q7/faTew sy,
ST 3061 IS, 7@ TS A1 AT AfSTEs @aet siwrt ==201F fdewas ene (off FEE|
SIS O! o TN I 97, WK (RIBSFTH| aF6! CNIF €1, (2G JIeF, (AT T
FAFO! | AT USIE P @AIEET QFOILT (Al TN RS (G B (G
AfAIETEH SIfPE AT | O I 2T, (GG @IS Ttex, @IE ol facer IfEoreg|
Fior g6l @ 93t RBIfeaEmg 4@ qOIm IR ©SEHHERSTSIT | @16 ITE @F
SIITSIFO!l WF TII0T ARHIET @ 1, SIS GF QP S|

TS QFIIT I WREA AT o1<f1 a99 AR Fo71 T Ao fFm @i @ERER AR I
TGO AN B3 B Q3 (FG I @F I FI1S ST Hiws 9 oo [, 9 TB7
frarsi

o0l foet | I3 T IR GBI X1, WiF ©IF 05 e foe 9@ [swo!|

Q0! TG 13 P SIS I,

— Y Qo AN T A GRS @R A1, FrersE $iee srersif eNE sl

#I<ft 7 =T FIAT AIGA|

— 31, ¥ 18| Y wsAfg|

R Fer2 o171 o117 Frer sfew A9 9@3 & 9 ) wiET [fsw e e Jcet e
@1 I 91 ol

I3 B3 MR 7T(7| AFIF T B T 15 T ST TR FI WG JRF It 7 —
OO WS f[dSH, WS A7 IE Qx|

T @73 Ty Rrziar ey siwen @ [acg| Gt 539 g 2191, ©F #4111 Say wieersst s3fgs ¢
A<t gEITo ST W 9T IFERI @ (97| ST 360! IF Wiy 5 71, S I e
{11 sfrg 3o wite v e oiF+w &7 #I 9= i e =l

T Q0T (74, A 3foxears oot A @ S@ 2Acerg| AT W (e WEYE Gl @
SIS (7| I QPP AR N R 217 Tay sniwel $& T | ST 26 @O G IF I
I<ft a1 & q@ BT AT S 21 |

()
TSI I gH 8 o987 e oifve (rasiceia 8B1 vo| ATeady oIerolibs 5o
3R FIHIRPE i Wieco! T TS|
“si<ft ST (S 2BIF JHES 300 &I
2B A T T oIPIE | T SroiE! [, “9% SIeroiis? WFHAE NSG...”
et 3576, “oiie RNIT6 IcoIe0 WRNT WLLB! @OIER| S, T JEW R @ A&
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J3EOLTS AT AFIE| Ao IRT I I QF61 Moaol| sfrafammicgs [Redar @
T4

ST AR WP QAR ARRIN| JoTTs w6 @ 7 2BfS ot
ZOIIATE WICIR T (O ATEI (AT 1IN BRI To0g| S I3 9T WipieT qw T
PO |
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QIR IFTBABE WO ARE? v:00-9F (G, ¢ @IET 1 g 1=y afbus @ 55t grev:zo
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A<t JHOIE F (0T FTAS S|

TR (5171 BTG QATNUHIS 5CZ, Bl WIS WSO (OFd &I (SIS | TIBICT
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RItod ANEEE e, s S|
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(SOIBINIBS T TS|

SRfsgror B3 B 6 @ eiEs 280 &0 STaNe! @RIERS| SR N 3o
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OTRIFIRZ FIT T WHLBIEHE (970, Of ToET @637 | Ji5Y, WS, Tgoror J4-
ST IS 79T @ [Nexzmafs i seem |

W EINGTETBIA BT 251 (GOT GIAART (GET TN, Bl 2¢| ANITHEIA S O3 s
85l STRANSENRT FoIBIA| T2 AT AT ATARIGI G A3 JSAINDS B &S
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With warm regards,

Debaditya Mukherjee

Vice Chairman

Indian Cultural Connection Essen e.V.
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Together, we build a stronger community. Your support matters!
Please support us here.
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https://www.paypal.com/donate?token=TeenJal82L2RAp-5A5BpCbzIl0kApWTfJOb2wS_-S4GbvouC8HOlLyBvsvz8B8LGDLb64YleVr6DjMvn
https://iccessen.de/support-us
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	Dear Friends,
	Subho Durga Puja 2026 to all!
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	Durga pujo doodle
	অভিমানী শরৎ
	Penned by Ashis Chatterjee
	Pillars of the Soul
	শারদ আকাশে মুগ্ধ বাতাসে
	মা তুই নেই আমার পাশে
	আমার আনন্দ হবে না ভাগাভাগি
	কার সাথে করবো রাগারাগি
	সুদূর এসেনে করছিস মজা
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	Anwita Patra
	The richest wealth is Wisdom
	The strongest weapon is Patience
	The best security is Faith
	The greatest tonic is Laughter
	and surprisingly all are Free
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	Durga Puja Zeitung
	A day with a crocodile
	On a sunny morning, I went for a walk near the river. Suddenly, I saw a V-shaped snout
	pointing right at me. After a few seconds, I realised it was a crocodile. I jumped and fell onto
	the ground.
	The crocodile came closer to me and said, “Don’t be afraid. I won’t harm you.”
	I was so surprised to see a crocodile talking to me.
	“You are a crocodile! How can you talk?” I asked.
	“Yes, I can talk,” the crocodile smiled.
	“What do you want from me?” I asked.
	“I don’t want anything from you. I just want to be your friend,” he said.
	“How can you talk, and who are you?” I asked.
	“I was a human swimming in this river when suddenly I touched a yellow tang fish. I didn’t
	know it was magical. My name is Connor,” said the crocodile.
	“Are you happy to be a crocodile?” I asked.
	“Actually, no. But I know where the yellow tang lives. First, I need to give you some scuba-
	diving equipment,” said Connor.
	After a while, we went to Connor’s house and got the equipment we needed. We scuba-
	dived to the yellow tang’s house and knocked on the door.
	The yellow tang opened the door.
	“Greetings, Connor!”
	“Why did you do this to me?” asked Connor.
	“Because I didn’t know that I was magical from the day I was born!” said the yellow tang.
	“So, I... uh... um... am really sorry!”
	After some time, I said, “Connor, it’s getting late. My parents are worrying about me.”
	“Bye, Connor!” said the yellow tang.
	“Bye!” said Connor.
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	The Road to My Old Nest
	-Priyanka Ghosh Das
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	প্রত্যাশী হয়ে বসে জানালায়?
	দুহাত বাড়িয়ে বৃষ্টিকে ছুঁই,
	তার ওড়নায় মন ডানা মেলে,
	মুঠোয় ধরে আনি মেঘটাকে।
	মন কি ব্যাকুল প্রত্যাশায়!
	চলো না, উড়ে যাই একসাথে দুজনেই,
	মেঘকে ছুঁয়ে আবার
	বৃষ্টি হয়ে নেমে আসি,
	আমার মনের কোণের
	নিভৃত জানালায়!!!
	পুজো এলো পু্জো এলো,
	বেজায় খুশি মন
	কি করবো, কি পরবো
	ভাবছি সারাক্ষণ।
	ষষ্ঠীতে 'এসেন' যাবো,
	সপ্তমীতে 'কোলন'
	অষ্টমীতে 'ডুসেলডর্ফে'
	করবো যে ভ্রমণ
	নবমীরটা ভাবা হয়নি
	দশমীর টা জানি,
	ওদিন নাকি নাটক হবে
	এলিয়েনরা এসেন আসবে
	বউ বলেছে, মিস হবেনা
	একটা প্রোগ্রাম ও বাদ যাবেনা
	তাইতো বলছি ভাই,
	চলে আসুন সবাই,
	এবারের পূজোতে
	প্রবাস জীবনটাকে
	একটু নতুন করে নেচে গেয়ে কাটাই...
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	From India to Essen: A Little Piece of Home
	Sometimes, we don't realise how much a place means to us until we leave it behind.
	As children in India, festivals simply happened around us. We never had to create them.
	The streets changed, the house became busy, new clothes appeared, familiar music
	filled the air, and friends and relatives were suddenly everywhere.
	We never thought that one day we would miss these ordinary moments so much.
	Life brought us thousands of kilometres away. We came to Germany, built careers,
	made friends and raised families. Slowly, an unfamiliar city became familiar.
	Essen became home.
	And yet, when Durga Puja approaches, somewhere inside us, we become children
	again.
	We remember the people, the sounds, the excitement—and sometimes the people who
	are no longer there to celebrate with us.
	Perhaps that is why we try so hard to create a little piece of that feeling here.
	An empty hall slowly fills with decorations, music, food and familiar faces.
	Children run around while parents are busy.
	Someone is looking for something that has gone missing.
	Someone is laughing.
	Someone is stressed. Nothing is perfect.
	But then you look around the room and, just for a moment, India doesn't feel so far
	away.
	And then you see your children.
	For many of them, Germany is home. The Durga Puja we remember from our childhood
	exists only in the stories we tell them.
	We cannot give them our childhood.
	But we can give them their own memories.
	Maybe they will remember dressing up for Puja. Maybe they will remember performing
	on stage, sharing food or running around with their friends while we kept telling them to
	behave.
	And perhaps, many years from now, when we are older and they have families of their
	own, one of them will say:

	“I remember Durga Puja in Essen. We used to celebrate it together every year.”
	Maybe they will not remember who organised it.
	Maybe they will not remember whether everything went according to plan.
	But hopefully, they will remember how it felt.
	To belong.
	To be surrounded by people who cared.
	To know that Germany was their home, while India was also a part of who they were.
	That, perhaps, is why we do all of this.
	We came to Germany carrying memories of the home we left behind.
	Now, together, we are creating the memories our children will one day carry with them.
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	দুধ মাছ
	- Paromita Paul
	উপকরণ
	প্রণালী
	১. মাছ মাখিয়ে রাখা
	২. মাছ হালকা করে ভেজে নেওয়া
	৩. দুধের ঝোল তৈরি
	৪. মাছ দিয়ে দেওয়া
	৫. ঝোল একটু ঘন করা
	৬. দমে রাখা
	দিদার টিপস
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	Arnesh Dey, 11 years
	Aarushi Dey
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	এই ক’টা দিনের জন্যই তো অপেক্ষা
	কিছু rehearsal, কিছু হাসি, আর আমাদের পুজো
	— বৈশাখী দে ঘোষ
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	Debraj Ghosh, 11 years
	Riyanshi Das, 11 years
	Auro Biswas, 4 years
	Arush De
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	Aarit Chakraborty, 12 years
	Abhyuday Das, 10 years
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	Ahiri Sarkar, 8 years
	Kiyan Mukherjee, 8 years
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	-Arnwesha Jana

	Papia Chatterjee
	       ||হাটখোলা দত্তবাড়ির দুর্গাপুজো||
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	Glimpses of Kumortuli
	-Srijani Panda
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	কলকাতা—এক টুকরো নস্টালজিয়া
	-Srijani Panda
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	Gourav Halder & Rakasree Ghosh
	Hallstatt, Austria
	Hintersee, Bavaria, Germany
	Innsbruck, Austria
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	একসাথে, একটু দূরে
	- কলমে  রামধনু
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	পুনশ্চ:
	বাঘদাদা, রাগ কোরো না। লেখাটা AI লিখেছে, আর নামটা উত্তরাধিকারসূত্রে পেয়েছি। আমার কোনওটাতেই কোনও হাত নেই। ধরলে সুন্দর পিচকারিকে ধরো।মুখপোরাটা এমনিতেই চাকরিটা খেতে চলেছে!
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	ফিরে দেখা
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	Together, we build a stronger community. Your support matters!
	Please support us here.
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