
Week of September 8th 

Welcome back to our second weekly newsletter! This week we will be covering clicker training, 

enrichment through treat foraging and last but not least, German Shepherds will be our 

featured breed. 

Clicker training: 

Clicker training is based on operant conditioning and relies heavily on the same principles as 

positive reinforcement. In fact, clicker training may be grouped in as a method of positive 

reinforcement, rather than as its own form of training. It relies on the use of a device to make 

a quick, sharp noise, such as a whistle or, as the name suggests, a "click" to signal the dog 

when a wanted behavior is accomplished. The advantage of using clicker training is that it 

signals the exact moment the desired behavior is finished and exactly what is being rewarded. 

Our trainers can then use the clicker to shape new behaviors and add verbal commands. 

First, the dog needs to be conditioned to know that a click means a reward is coming. Then the 

dog can associate a behavior with a click and a reward. Finally, the verbal command can be 

introduced to form a new association. 

This is a great method for learning new tricks, and it can help shape the basics into more 

complicated tasks. Many professional trainers use this method. While this is great for learning 

new behaviors, clicker training isn’t necessarily well-suited for curbing unwanted behaviors. 

When used alongside other training methods, it can be very effective in making sure you have 

a well-trained, well-behaved pup. 

Foraging enrichment: 

Wait, did you just say dog foraging behavior? Isn't foraging something animals such as cows, 

horses, and sheep do? Yes, but many canines in the wild are considered group foragers 

because they form social groups that allow them to engage in team-work to capture larger, 

dangerous prey. While this teamwork is helpful, the downside is that the canines must then 

compete for resources without spending too much energy fighting. This applies more to 

wolves, though. Domestic dogs are known for being scavengers more than hunters. Because 

we gracefully fill our pet’s water and food bowl every day, they don't have much to do with 

foraging for their food, except maybe following a trail of crumbs your kid left behind or 

patrolling under the kitchen table. 

Our team will be constructing enticing toys that will help stimulate and focus your pup's mind. 

We will be filing cardboard boxes with ink free shredded paper with treats hidden within it. 

Don't worry, it's okay if they eat a little paper        . This will not only satisfy your pup's desire to 

forage for food, but is also an outlet for chewing and your pup's natural drive to rip things up a 

bit, hopefully not your furniture.  



Shepherds: 

Shepherds are our featured breed of the week. Ben and I have a white shepherd who you may 

have seen last year but due to his age he stays at home now and naps on the couch all day, 

what a life. We thought we would honor our old boy by having his breed be the second 

featured breed.  

German shepherd dogs are, as their name implies, a breed that originated in Germany. They 

were developed beginning in the late 1800s by crossing various herding breeds. The breed was 

subjected to stringent selection and it progressed quickly. In the United Kingdom, the dogs are 

known as Alsatians because fanciers of the breed there wanted to protect the dog from anti-

German sentiments after World War I. German shepherd dogs were introduced in the United 

States by soldiers returning home from World War I. The breed caught the public eye because 

of movie stars Strongheart and later, Rin Tin Tin. By World War II German shepherd dogs were 

the military breed of choice. The first guide dogs were German shepherd dogs. Today, they are 

one of the most popular dogs in America. German shepherd dogs get along well with children 

and other pets if raised with them, but in keeping with their guarding instincts, they tend to be 

leery of strangers.The breed is considered to be smart and easy to train. German shepherd 

dogs are active and like to have something to do. They need ample exercise daily; otherwise, 

they can get into mischief or become high-strung. 

Hope you all enjoyed your long weekend! 

 



 

 


