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March 2026 Gathering Highlights

First Presbyterian Church of Irwin welcomed the presbytery for its March
meeting. It was led by Moderator Owar Ojulu and Vice-Moderator Rebecca
Abbott. After Elder Phyllis Neral’s welcome, and the role was established,
Presbytery joined in worship led by the Irwin worship leaders.

Our mission commitment was embodied by: (a) the worship offering -taken and
devoted to the people of Bethlehem who are still in the midst of hostilities; (b)
the Matthew 25 Team’s providing Jesus’ Sayings Yard Signs for purchase; and
(c) the report of Pine Springs Camp Executive Director Greg Davis’, including
the fact that registrations are already high and his gratitude for Redstone’s
support.

Treasurer Keith Langston presented his first report, after John Dickson’s retire-
ment and shift to Assistant Treasurer.

Committee on Ministry Chair Martin Ankrum offered his report, including the an-
nual Pastor Get-Away Retreat at Pine Springs, providing time for pastors to be
refreshed according to what is most meaningful for each person.

Committee on Preparation for Ministry presented Candidate James Vlosich and
moved that he be certified as ready for examination by a Presbytery for Ordi-
nation, pending a call. After an examination based on his Statement of Faith,
the Presbytery warmly voted to approve his certification. CONGRATULA-
TIONS, JAMES!

Interim Executive Presbyter Lon Weaver expressed gratitude for the range of min-
istries occurring at a particularly challenging time. He announced the presby-
tery’s receipt of a $30,000 Fit-for-the-Future grant from the Synod focusing on
innovations in ministry and shared by three churches in the presbytery. He
reported on presenting a paper/lecture by Zoom at a conference in Vienna on
March 21st. Finally, he exhorted the church to embrace its role as peacemak-
ers at a time of war.

In closing, Rev. Dawn Sherwood offered the Resolution of Thanks.
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