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September 2026 Gathering Highlights

Pine Springs Camp welcomed the presbytery for our September meeting led
by Vice-Moderator Rebecca Abbott in light of Moderator Owar Ojulu’s com-
pletion of his ministry at Lower Burrell’s Grace Community P.C. and the begin-
ning of his ministry at 1st Presbyterian Church of Ottumwa, lowa. After Execu-
tive Director Greg Davis’ welcome and the role was established, the Presby-
tery meeting began.

- Our mission commitment was embodied by (a) the traditional Mission Fair that
drew submissions from twenty-four churches; (b) the worship offering re-
ceived for Nepal through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance [PDA]; (c) the
Camp’s Executive Director Greg Davis’ report, including record-breaking par-
ticipants in summer camps this year; and (d) two opportunities for reflection
and mission during the meeting.

- Worship was spread among three parts during the meeting: (a) opening wor-
ship; (b) The Lord’s Supper prior to lunch; and (c) closing gratitude at the
conclusion of the day. Those were led by a worship team of nine assembled
by Norma Prina Murphy.

- Interim Executive Presbyter Lon Weaver assembled two opportunities for dis-
cussions structured around tables chosen by individuals. The topic of the
morning discussion was “Full Cycle Church”: it was based on the soon-to-be-
published book by Josh Erickson — an understanding of how congregations
soundly understand their strengths, challenges, and abilities to empower
one another that may be used by COM in the coming year. The topic of the
afternoon was modeling Civil Discussions on Political Elections: if there is no
civility in the church, where else?

- On behalf of the Budget, Finance, and Property Committee, the Interim Execu-
tive Presbyter presented the first reading of the 2027 Budget and responded
to questions.

- COM Chair Martin Ankrum announced the following: (a) the soon-to-be dismis-
sal of Rev. Owar Ujulu, if the way be clear; and (b) the 2027 recommended
effective salary increases.

- Finally, thanks for a great luncheon and baked goods from Ellie Davis!
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