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§ The problem of identifying opioid-
seeking in the emergency department

§ Dr. Darin Neven, an ED physician 
came up with a program called 
Consistent Care to better help people 
get the care they need

§ There was some basic pilot data from 
his patients…

§ Did a simple analysis, and it appeared 
to have a clear impact… 

Opioids in the ED
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§ This community-academic partnership turned out 
to be enormously successful and discussions with 
the state began on how it might inform policy

§ We were then able to apply for funding from the 
CDC for a more rigorous evaluation

§ The project again included both a clinical outcomes 
component and a cost effectiveness component

Opioids in the ED
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§ This community-academic partnership continued to 
inform public policy and Dr. Neven became a key 
driving influence in the state

Opioids in the ED
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§ The partnership has led to several follow-on 
projects not specifically about opioids, but related 
to ED utilization for Dr. Neven’s group
-Being asked to conduct evaluations of several 

difference programs for a variety of entities

§ This serves as one example of how such a 
community-academic partnership can lead to big 
changes in our region and our state

Follow-Up Work
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Thank you for your attention
Contact:

Dr. Sterling McPherson
Associate Professor and Director, Elson S. Floyd College of Medicine

sterling.mcpherson@wsu.edu


