state Service Dogy

Dr. Diane Villa founded Silver State
Service Dogs with her cofounder and
sister, Mrs. Teresa Keller. Dr. Villa, is
also an Associate Faculty in Residence
at the University of Nevada Las Vegas'
department of Psychology. Her story
begins about 20 years ago, when she
and Mrs. Keller began breeding
competition Labradors for dog shows.

However, when her son was
critically injured in Iraq in 2005, she
started on a path of service to other
veterans and their families. Dr. Villa
and the rest of her family stayed with
her son at the hospital and saw how
he and other patients suffering
physical and emotional injuries
struggled to recover.
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Grateful to have her son back and Dr. Villa and her cofounder
moved by the suffering of the other personally oversee the care and training
patients, Dr. Villa began volunteering  of each service dog. The organization
to help families of deceased service breeds and trains about one to two
members. However, she wanted to litters annually, and she insists that there
intervene before a veteran was lost, is no cost to veterans.
and not after. So, in 2016, after “We raise the funds ourselves and it
volunteering at other nonprofits fora  can be expensive,” Dr. Villa said. “But
while, Dr. Villa told her cofounder that worthwhile -- | mean, when you see the
they should start their own service veterans and their dogs, it's incredibly
dog agency. rewarding.” $m§

“One day, | was talking to Terri, and
| said, ‘Let's just do it,” “So, we just
went and formed a nonprofit, and the
rest is history.” Thus began the journey
that is now Silver State Service Dogs.

Dr. Villa envisioned a two-fold
mission: serving veterans and
incorporating UNLV students through
service work and internships. The
opportunity to give back was a
powerful incentive to take on the
challenge, she said.

"l wanted to help veterans and
make opportunities for my students,"
Dr. Villa said. "An internship gives
students someplace to practice their
skills and gain real-world experience."



https://fb.me/e/W5KbmSFd
http://pawpartnersunleased.org/
mailto:volunteer@silverstateservicedogs.com

