Important Senate and Assembly Bills to Watch
NYS Senate Senator Michelle Hinchey, Chair of the
Senate Agriculture Committee, has submitted two
bills of importance in protecting NYS agriculture.
Both of Senator Hinchey’s bills have companion bills
in the Assembly.
Senate S7677 / Assembly A9109 is the first
cumulative attempt to measure the effect of large
renewable energy installations on agricultural
acreage by modifying the language of ORES, 94-c,
. . . to the maximum extent practicable, avoid, minimize
and mitigate agricultural impacts of active agricultural
lands
(e) In its review of an application for a permit to develop
a major renewable energy facility, the office [ORES], in
consultation with the department of agriculture and
markets shall ensure that a critical mass of farmland
within the designated region is not threatened, ensuring
that no more than five percent of prime soils within a
regional economic development council region shall
have solar developed and ensure that solar
development shall not greatly hinder the amount of
farmland within New York state and/or be a potential
threat to New York's food security.
More detailed information on S7677/A9109 is available at:
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/s7677

Finally, the cumulative effects of large scale solar and wind on farmland is getting much needed attention!
Senate S7122 / Assembly A7696 also protects agricultural land by removing
it from NYSERDA’s Build Ready acreage for renewable energy projects.
The Bill constrains the NYS Energy Research and Development Authority in
how “build-ready sites” are identified and prepared for renewable energy
installations. NYSERDA has been directed to rapidly advance new BuildReady projects, prioritizing the development of existing or abandoned
commercial sites, brownfields, landfills, former industrial sites, and other
abandoned or underutilized sites for renewable energy projects.
The bill instructs NYSERDA to:
Locate, identify and assess sites within the state that appear suitable for the
development of build-ready sites with a priority given to previously
developed sites, provided that viable agricultural land shall not be deemed
suitable for the development of a build-ready site. In making such
assessment the authority shall give priority to
previously developed sites, existing or abandoned commercial sites, including
without limitation brownfields, landfills, former commercial or industrial
sites, dormant electric generating sites, or otherwise underutilized sites,
provided that the authority shall not deem any viable agricultural land to be
an otherwise underutilized site.

More detailed information on S7122/A7696 is available at:

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S7122

