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Resolution on Spectrum Policy 
 
 

WHEREAS, our country, and the world generally, are rapidly becoming dependent upon broadband 
technology; and 
 
WHEREAS, high tech, broadband and telecom constitute 1/6 of the economy and produce over 70% of 
new jobs;1 and 
  
WHEREAS, in his 2010 State of the Union Address, President Obama established a national goal of 
broadband availability to 98% of the public by 2015;2 and 
 
WHEREAS, by stimulating investment in broadband infrastructure, the federal government can fulfill 
President Obama’s goal and, by doing so, create the nation’s largest public works project since the 
Interstate Highway System was built in the 1950s; and 
 
WHEREAS, a growing cadre of minority owned contractors specialize in broadband system design, 
deployment, management, and retail sales, and will participate in infrastructure buildout of fiber and 
wireless.  These companies will deliver sizeable infusions of capital to minority communities; and 
 
WHEREAS, broadband infrastructure construction is the greatest producer of secure, good paying jobs in 
urban communities.  National broadband infrastructure construction will engage hundreds of thousands 
of skilled, semi-skilled and unskilled jobs doing everything from laying fiber in the ground, installing cell 
transmitters and satellite dishes, to securing permits, designing networks and maintaining construction 
equipment.  People of color predominate in several broadband construction occupations; and 
 
WHEREAS, African Americans are among the nation’s leading broadband consumers.  According to the 
Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies, African Americans are more likely than White Americans 
to go online to search for ideas for potential online businesses and information on jobs, religion, and 
government programs3; and 
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WHEREAS, according to the Pew Internet & American Life Project, sixty-four percent of African 
Americans have adopted wireless Internet, as compared to 57 percent of White Americans4; and   
 
WHEREAS, according to Nielsen, minorities are adopting smartphones at a much higher rate than White 
Americans5; and 
 
WHEREAS, as the demand for wireless broadband exponentially increases, the Federal Communications 
Commission has conservatively estimated that we will deplete our spectrum resources in the immediate 
future6; and 
 
WHEREAS, increasing spectrum for mobile broadband service has become a critical issue because 
broadband is the economic engine of our increasingly digital society and wireless broadband has 
successfully set the foundation to bridge the racial digital divide7; and 
 
WHEREAS, the National Organization of Black Elected Legislative Women (NOBEL Women) recognizes 
the opportunity to use wireless to close the digital divide and create jobs and, therefore, that there 
should be more focus on efforts to expand the availability of spectrum for commercial wireless 
deployment and use. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that NOBEL Women believes that spectrum policy which ultimately 
encourages universal broadband deployment, adoption and informed use should be the nation’s highest 
broadband priority; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that NOBEL Women urges the Obama Administration and the Federal 
Communications Commission to act promptly to implement reverse auctions for commercial wireless 
spectrum, including voluntary auctions for DTV spectrum, unencumbered by conditions that would 
constrain infrastructure construction and job creation. 
 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that NOBEL Women will send a copy of this resolution to the President of the 
United States, Members of Congress, FCC Commissioners, and the Director of the Department of 
Commerce’s National Telecommunications and Information Administration. 
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