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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 
We are so glad you joined us for worship today. Yes, we’re talking to YOU! If 
you are new to our church, here are a few notes we hope help you feel at home: 

● ALL ARE WELCOME in our faith community: Whether you were in 
church last Sunday, last year, or this is your very first time; no matter who 
you are or what your life experiences are; no matter your background, 
address, age, or income. We’re glad you’re here! 

● In our Lutheran tradition, it’s all about grace! Everything begins with the 
freely given gift of God’s love for us and for all creation. We hope you 
find that reflected in our worship and preaching today. 

● In our Lutheran tradition, we think a lot about the words we use for and 
with God, and we tend to use a lot of words in worship. You are invited 
to participate by joining us in saying any part printed in bold and singing. 
Sit/stand where indicated if it’s comfortable for your body. 

● Please do not feel obliged to make an offering as a visitor. If you would 
like to give anyway, you can do so by putting your contribution in the 
offering plate or giving electronically (see our announcements for 
instructions). We know that financial offerings are only one way people 
give back to God. 

● Hymns can generally be found in the red hymnal in your pew, listed by 
number. Hymns are printed for you in large print bulletins. 

● All are welcome at the table of Holy Communion. If you have questions, 
please don’t hesitate to speak with our pastor before or after worship. 

● If you are new to us, and are so inclined, we would love to have your 
contact information. Please fill out one of the visitor cards found in our 
pew and put it in the offering plate. We promise not to spam you! 

● Our church isn’t open only on Sunday mornings! See the announcements 
for a hint of everything going on.  
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
Jesus sends out the disciples as laborers into the harvest. In baptism  
we too are anointed for ministry, sharing God’s compassion with our 
needy world. From the Lord’s table we go forth to proclaim the good 
news, to heal the sick, and to share our bread with the hungry. 
 

+ GATHERING + 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

GATHERING MUSIC – ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Welcome to our year of listening! 
At Augustana Lutheran Church we have begun a year of listening stretching from 
May 2026 to May 2027. During this year we are taking intentional time to listen 
more closely to the voices of God, one another, and our neighbors.  
 

In worship, this means spending time in quiet as we begin to center ourselves and 
prepare to listen for God’s voice. We will start with song, sit in silence, then be 
called to worship by the singing bowl (an instrument of prayer and meditation). Of 
course, during this time we anticipate some noise and wiggling from little ones. This 
is not a problem. We know that some are more comfortable with silence than others, 
and this experience will stretch all of us. If you need guidance to begin, consider 
placing both feet firmly on the floor, gently closing your eyes, and taking long, deep 
breaths. You may also choose a word (such as a name for God) to return to during 
the time of quiet whenever your mind begins to wander to other things.  
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You are invited to sing in dialog with the leader: 

 

We sit together into an extended moment of silence. The singing bowl calls us to worship. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 You are invited to stand as you are comfortable, and to face our baptismal font. 
P.   Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 
C.   Amen. 
 

P.   Let us confess our sin  
in the presence of God and of one another. 
  

Silence for reflection. 
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P.   Most merciful God, 
C.  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,  
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

P.   By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth, 
and through the death and resurrection of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
God forgives you all your sins. The God of mercy and might 
strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in eternal life. 

C.   Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN – Rise Up, O Saints of God!    (ELW 669) 
You are invited to join in singing and face the cross as it is carried in. 
Hymns are found in the red hymnal in your pew. 
 
GREETING 
P.   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C.   And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
You are invited to join in singing. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 P.   Let us pray. God of compassion, you have opened the way for us 

and brought us to yourself. Pour your love into our hearts, that, 
overflowing with joy, we may freely share the blessings of your 
realm and faithfully proclaim the good news of your Son,  
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord 

C.   Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

+ WORD + 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

PSALM – Psalm 100 
The psalm for the day is read responsively, with the congregation reading bold text. 
 

1 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all you lands! 
2 Serve the LORD with gladness;  

come into God’s presence with a song. 
3 Know that the LORD is God, our maker to whom we belong; 

we are God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture.  
4 Enter the gates of the LORD with thanksgiving  

and the courts with praise;  
give thanks and bless God’s holy name. 

5 Good indeed is the LORD, whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
whose faithfulness endures from age to age.  
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SECOND READING – Romans 5:1-8 
We are no longer God’s enemies but have peace with God because we were brought 
into a right relationship with God through Christ’s death. 
 

A.   A reading from Romans. 
1 Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have obtained access to 
this grace in which we stand, and we boast in our hope of sharing 
the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also boast in our 
afflictions, knowing that affliction produces endurance, 4 and 
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and 
hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been 
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given 
to us. 6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for 
the ungodly. 7 Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous 
person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually 
dare to die. 8 But God proves his love for us in that while we still 
were sinners Christ died for us. 

A.   Word of God, word of life. 
C.   Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
You are invited to stand as comfortable and  to sing to welcome the gospel.  

 

 
 

GOSPEL – Matthew 9:35—10:8 
Jesus demonstrates God’s mercy and power, accepting the unacceptable and curing 
the incurable. Even the dead receive new life. 
 

P.   The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
C.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

P.   35 Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and 
curing every disease and every sickness. 36 When he saw the 
crowds, he had compassion for them because they were harassed 
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his 
disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 
38 therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into 
his harvest.” 10:1 Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and 
gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to 
cure every disease and every sickness.  
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2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also 
known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee 
and his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and 
Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus and Thaddaeus; 
4 Simon the Cananaean and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed 
him. 5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: 
“Do not take a road leading to gentiles, and do not enter a 
Samaritan town, 6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel. 7 As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of 
heaven has come near.’ 8 Cure the sick; raise the dead; cleanse those 
with a skin disease; cast out demons.  

P.  The gospel of the Lord. 
C.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
Children are invited to come to the first pew for a teaching moment especially for them. 
 
 
SERMON 
HYMN OF THE DAY – There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy  
                                                                                           (ELW 588) 
You are invited to stand as you are comfortable and sing. 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
A.   With the whole church, we confess our faith: 
 

C.   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
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  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A.  Gathered together by the Holy Spirit,  

let us pray for the church and the needs of the world. 
A brief silence. 

 
Each petition ends: 
A.  God of grace, 
C.  hear our prayer. 
 
The prayers conclude: 
 

P.   Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken  

and unspoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. 
C.   Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

 



12 
 

PEACE 
We greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 
P.   The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C.   And also with you. 
You may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. Then please be seated. 
 
 
 
 

+ MEAL + 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
GATHERING OUR OFFERING 
We offer gifts of time, talent, and treasure to God in thankfulness for all that 
God gives us. Augustana and Grace Lutheran Churches are grateful for the many 
ways our friends give to the work of God in the world! 
 
OFFERING MUSIC 
As our financial offerings are collected, music is played.  
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OFFERING SONG – To God Our Thanks We Give    (ELW 682)  
Once the offering is collected, you are invited to stand as you are comfortable  
and join in singing the song through 2-3 times. 
 

 

 

 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
A.   Let us pray. Holy God…the leader continues… our Savior and Lord. 
C.  Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P.   The Lord be with you. 
C.   And also with you. 
 

P.   Lift up your hearts. 
C.   We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P.   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 
P.   It is indeed right…the pastor continues…  

and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
You are invited to sing.  

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P.   Blessed are you, O God…the pastor continues…now and forever. 
C.  Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
P.   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C.  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P.   Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 
C.  Thanks be to God! 
 

You may be seated. 
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HOLY COMMUNION 
All who are baptized or have communed before are welcome to take part in this 
holy meal. If you feel drawn to receive the bread and cup of Holy Communion 
today, you are welcome to receive it! Jesus has set this table just for you.  
An usher will show you when to come forward, and our communion assistants  
can show you what to do if it is your first time with us. If you prefer to receive only  
a blessing today, you may cross your arms over your chest when you come forward  
to receive a blessing from the pastor. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
You are invited to sing as Holy Communion is prepared and distributed. 

 
 
 

HYMN DURING COMMUNION – As the Grains of Wheat 
                                                                                             (ELW 465)  
 

 

When Holy Communion has concluded, you are invited to stand as comfortable.  
P.   The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,  

strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 
C.  Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A.   Let us pray. Compassionate God…the leader continues... 

now and forever.  
C.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+ SENDING + 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

BLESSING 
P.   May our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer 

☩ One God, 
bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 

C.   Amen. 
 
 
 

SENDING SONG – The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing 
                                                                                            (ELW 531) 

You are invited to sing and to face the cross as Jesus leads us into the world. 
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DISMISSAL 

A.   We share our mission statement: 
C.   As the body of Christ, we are called to love all, 

serve all, welcome all! 
 

A.  Go in peace. Serve The Lord. 
C.  Thanks be to God!  
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