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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 
We are so glad you joined us for worship today. Yes, we’re talking to YOU! If 
you are new to our church, here are a few notes we hope help you feel at home: 

● ALL ARE WELCOME in our faith community: Whether you were in 
church last Sunday, last year, or this is your very first time; no matter who 
you are or what your life experiences are; no matter your background, 
address, age, or income. We’re glad you’re here! 

● In our Lutheran tradition, it’s all about grace! Everything begins with the 
freely given gift of God’s love for us and for all creation. We hope you 
find that reflected in our worship and preaching today. 

● In our Lutheran tradition, we think a lot about the words we use for and 
with God, and we tend to use a lot of words in worship. You are invited 
to participate by joining us in saying any part printed in bold and singing. 
Sit/stand where indicated if it’s comfortable for your body. 

● Please do not feel obliged to make an offering as a visitor. If you would 
like to give anyway, you can do so by putting your contribution in the 
offering plate or giving electronically (see our announcements for 
instructions). We know that financial offerings are only one way people 
give back to God. 

● Hymns can generally be found in the red hymnal in your pew, listed by 
number. Hymns are printed for you in large print bulletins. 

● All are welcome at the table of Holy Communion. If you have questions, 
please don’t hesitate to speak with our pastor before or after worship. 

● If you are new to us, and are so inclined, we would love to have your 
contact information. Please fill out one of the visitor cards found in our 
pew and put it in the offering plate. We promise not to spam you! 

● Our church isn’t open only on Sunday mornings! See the announcements 
for a hint of everything going on.  
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Please Pray For: 
Ken  
Sister Nora 
Barbara  
Joel, Barbara’s son-in-law–cancer  
Deb  
Roy 
Jane–cancer 
Katie 

Elizabeth–recurring cancer 
Rachelle–lung cancer treatment 
Courtney–cancer 
Military Service Members 

DONATE ONLINE 
If you would like to give to Augustana 
electronically, please scan the QR 
code using the camera app on your 
phone and select “General Fund—
Augustana Lutheran Church” from the 
drop-down menu. 
Thank you for your generosity! 

 
 

OFFICE 
1133 Kilbourn Street 
Elkhart, IN 46514 
574-294-3823 
secretary@augustana.comcastbiz.net 
augustanaelkhart.org 
 
OFFICE HOURS 
Monday ~ 9:00am-3:00pm 
Tuesday ~ 1:00pm-4:00pm 
Wednesday ~ 1:00pm-4:00pm 
 
STAFF 

 

Pastor 
Rev. Emily Trubey-Weller 
pastoremilytw@gmail.com 
 

Church Secretary 
Katie Robertson 
secretary@augustana.comcastbiz.net 

 

Accompanist 
Ethan Ford 

GET IN TOUCH! 

Worship Server Schedule 
Pastor – Rev. Emily Trubey-Weller 
Accompanist – Bill Niederer 
Assisting Minister – Nancy Tinder 
Lector – Nancy Tinder 
Server – Leah Moyer 
Technology Server – Randy Tinder 
Ushers – Deb Rowland 
Altar Guild – Heidi Paston & Deb Rowland 
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Weekly Schedule 
Sunday, July 26, 2026 thru Sunday, August 2, 2026 

 

Sunday, July 26 ~ 11 AM –  Worship with Fellowship in Narthex before & after 
  Pentecost 9          
 

Wednesday, July 29 ~ 6:30-7:45 PM – Bible Study with the Chosen at Grace     
 

Thursday, July 30 ~ Noon – Lunch Bunch at Baker’s Nook Café  
                              ~ 4 PM – Holy Communion at Grace 
                                 

Sunday, August 2 ~ 11 AM – Worship with Fellowship in Narthex before & after 
  Pentecost 10         ~ 1st Meal-a-Month after worship 

 Join us for 1st Mean-a-Month after worship next Sunday, August 2nd.   We will have pulled 
pork sandwiches and chips. Please bring a side dish or dessert to share. There is a sign-up 
sheet in the back of the sanctuary. 
 

The Bi-Annual Giving Statements are ready! Please pick yours up in the narthex today.   
 

We need additional persons to step up as: Assisting Ministers, Lectors, Servers, and 
Technology Servers. Please talk with Pastor Emily if you would be willing to serve in one or 
more of these ways. 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the 
treasures of faith. In today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday images that 
reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that becomes a sheltering home, 
yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net that gains a 
great catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign, the great 
surprise is that God’s grace finds us first! 
 

+ GATHERING + 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

GATHERING MUSIC – ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Welcome to our year of listening! 
At Augustana Lutheran Church we have begun a year of listening stretching from 
May 2026 to May 2027. During this year we are taking intentional time to listen 
more closely to the voices of God, one another, and our neighbors.  
 

In worship, this means spending time in quiet as we begin to center ourselves and 
prepare to listen for God’s voice. We will start with song, sit in silence, then be 
called to worship by the singing bowl (an instrument of prayer and meditation). Of 
course, during this time we anticipate some noise and wiggling from little ones. This 
is not a problem. We know that some are more comfortable with silence than others, 
and this experience will stretch all of us. If you need guidance to begin, consider 
placing both feet firmly on the floor, gently closing your eyes, and taking long, deep 
breaths. You may also choose a word (such as a name for God) to return to during 
the time of quiet whenever your mind begins to wander to other things.  
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You are invited to sing in dialog with the leader: 

 
We sit together into an extended moment of silence. The singing bowl calls us to worship. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 You are invited to stand as you are comfortable, and to face our baptismal font. 
P.   Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation.  
C.   Amen. 
P.   Let us confess our sin  

in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
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P.   Most merciful God, 
C.  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,  
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P.    By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth, 
and through the death and resurrection of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
God forgives you all your sins. The God of mercy and might 
strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in eternal life. 

C.   Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN – Gather Us In          
You are invited to join in singing and face the cross as it is carried in. 
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GREETING 
P.   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C.   And also with you. 
                                                
KYRIE 
You are invited to join in singing. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P.    Let us pray.  Gracious God…the pastor continues… 

treasure the way of your kingdom. In Jesus’ name we pray, 
C.   Amen. 

Please be seated. 

+ WORD + 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING – 1 Kings 3:5-12 
Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, God 
gave him what he asked for: wisdom to govern the people well. 
 
 

A.   A reading from 1 Kings. 

5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, 
and God said, “Ask what I should give you.” 6 And Solomon said, 
“You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father 
David because he walked before you in faithfulness, in 
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you, and you have 
kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son 
to sit on his throne today. 7 And now, O LORD my God, you have 
made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am 
only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in.  
8 And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have 
chosen, a great people so numerous they cannot be numbered or 
counted. 9 Give your servant, therefore, an understanding mind to 
govern your people, able to discern between good and evil, for who 
can govern this great people of yours?” 
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10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 God said to 
him, “Because you have asked this and have not asked for yourself 
long life or riches or for the life of your enemies but have asked for 
yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12 I now do 
according to your word. Indeed, I give you a wise and discerning 
mind; no one like you has been before you, and no one like you shall 
arise after you.” 

A.   Word of God, word of life. 
C.   Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM – Psalm 119:129-136 
The psalm for the day is read responsively, with the congregation reading bold text. 
 

129 Your decrees are wonderful; 
therefore I obey them with all my heart. 

130 When your word is opened it gives light; 
it gives understanding to the simple. 

131 I open my mouth and pant because I long for your commandments. 
132 Turn to me and be gracious to me, 

as you always do to those who love your name.  
133 Order my footsteps in your word;  

let no iniquity have dominion over me. 
134 Rescue me from those who oppress me, 

and I will keep your commandments. 
135 Let your face shine upon your servant and teach me your statutes. 
136 My eyes shed streams of tears, 

because people do not keep your teaching.  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
You are invited to stand as comfortable and  to sing to welcome the gospel.  

 

 
 

GOSPEL – Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that 
“the kingdom of heaven is near!” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that 
explore the implications of this announcement for people’s lives. 
 
 

P.   The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
C.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

P.   31 Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of 
heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his 
field;32 it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is 
the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the 
air come and make nests in its branches.” 
33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like 
yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour 
until all of it was leavened.” 
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44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which 
a man found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that 
he has and buys that field. 
45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of 
fine pearls; 46 on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold 
all that he had and bought it. 
47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into 
the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48 when it was full, they drew 
it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out 
the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come 
out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into 
the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. 
51 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.”  
52 And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has become a 
disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household 
who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 

P.  The gospel of the Lord. 
C.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
Children are invited to come to the first pew for a teaching moment especially for them. 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY – Open Your Ears                                                               
You are invited to stand as you are comfortable and sing. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
A.   With the whole church, we confess our faith: 
 

C.   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A.  Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, 

let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 
A brief silence. 

 

Each petition ends: 
A.  God of grace, 
C.  hear our prayer. 
 

The prayers conclude: 
 

P.   Grateful for your abundant provision  
and trusting in your goodness,  
we cast all our cares upon you,  
through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. 

C.   Amen. 
 
PEACE 
We greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 
P.   The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C.   And also with you. 
You may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. Then please be seated. 
 
 
 

+ MEAL + 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
GATHERING OUR OFFERING 
We offer gifts of time, talent, and treasure to God in thankfulness for all that 
God gives us. Augustana and Grace Lutheran Churches are grateful for the many 
ways our friends give to the work of God in the world! 
 
OFFERING MUSIC 
As our financial offerings are collected, music is played.  



 

17 
 

OFFERING SONG – To God Our Thanks We Give      
Once the offering is collected, you are invited to stand as you are comfortable  
and join in singing the song through 2-3 times. 

 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
A.   Let us pray. Holy God, gracious and merciful…the leader continues…  

our Savior and Lord. 
C.  Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P.   The Lord be with you. 
C.   And also with you. 
 

P.   Lift up your hearts. 
C.   We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P.   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
P.   It is indeed right…the pastor continues…join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
You are invited to sing.  

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P.   Blessed are you, O God…the pastor continues…now and forever. 
C.  Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
P.   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C.  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P.   Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 
C.  Thanks be to God! 
 

You may be seated. 
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HOLY COMMUNION 
All who are baptized or have communed before are welcome to take part in this 
holy meal. If you feel drawn to receive the bread and cup of Holy Communion 
today, you are welcome to receive it! Jesus has set this table just for you.  
An usher will show you when to come forward, and our communion assistants  
can show you what to do if it is your first time with us. If you prefer to receive only  
a blessing today, you may cross your arms over your chest when you come forward  
to receive a blessing from the pastor. 
 

 
LAMB OF GOD 
You are invited to sing as Holy Communion is prepared and distributed. 
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HYMN DURING COMMUNION – We Eat the Bread                                           

 
  
When Holy Communion has concluded, you are invited to stand as comfortable.  
P.   The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,  

strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 
C.  Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A.   Let us pray. Compassionate God…the leader continues... 

now and forever.  
C.  Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+ SENDING + 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

BLESSING 
P.   May our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer 

☩ One God, 
bless, heal, and hold you  
today and always. 

C.   Amen. 
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SENDING SONG – Be Thou My Vision  

You are invited to sing and to face the cross as Jesus leads us into the world. 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

A.   We share our mission statement: 
C.   As the body of Christ, we are called to love all, 

serve all, and welcome all! 
A.  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C.  Thanks be to God!  
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