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January Bible
Study Plan
January 6, 2019 ~
Epiphany of the Lord
Isaiah 60:1-6
Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12

"He who was seated on the throne said,
'I am making everything new!'"
~Revelations 21:5 NIV

January 13, 2019 ~
Baptism of the Lord
Isaiah 43:1-7
Acts 8:14-17
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
January 20, 2019 ~
Epiphany 2
Isaiah 62:1-5

Augustana Lutheran Church

1133 Kilbourn Street ~ Elkhart, IN 46514 ~ Phone: 574-294-3823
Website: www.augustanaelkhart.org
Email: secretary@augustana.comcastbiz.net

Tender Mercy: An Advent Reflection
by Robyn Sand Anderson

By the tender mercy of our God,
the dawn from on high will break upon us.
Luke 1:78

1 Corinthians 12:1-11
John 2:1-11
January 27, 2019 ~
Epiphany 3
Nehemiah 8:1-3,
5-6, 8-10
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
Luke 4:14-21

Tender mercy.

Those two words came to me the other night, when I wondered what I
would write for this Advent blog. I let the beauty of those two words wash
over me as I said each word with a pause after, so as not to rush the
beauty that lies within them. Tender. Mercy. The tender mercy of our
Deadline for items for the God. We don’t hear about that side of God very often and so this verse
February 2019 Augustana from Luke 1:78 stands out. It is hard to take in this extraordinary gift.
News is Thursday, January We cannot fathom it, really. But then. A baby was born to a common,
18th!
young girl named Mary. In this birth we are promised that “…the dawn
from on high will break upon us.”

For this January 2019
newsletter cover article,
please enjoy this blog post
from the ELCA website
[ blogs.elca.org ] under
Worship Blogs, dated
December 10, 2018.

As I wrestle with all that is happening in our country, the anguish of
those who have been separated from their children, the deceit and raw
grab for power by some, the disregard for certain groups of people, the
fomenting of hatred and violence, these words stand in deep contrast.
Some equate the words tender and mercy with weakness. But here we
see that in the midst of this turmoil, these words are strong with the
promise that God so loved the world that God chose to speak to us of this
Love in the form of a child named Jesus. And so we wait during this
[continued next page]
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Advent season, and we open our eyes, hearts, and minds to what God is telling us in this place
and time.
It is God’s tender mercy, not vengeful, not punishing, but a tender mercy that is bestowed on us
in our misery, in our sorrow, in our mistakes and blunders. And that Light will guide us and will
seep into our darkness from on high. For God so loves the world. We are not abandoned, but are
held in God’s tender mercy.
As we turn to one another this season, where can we show
the same to those we meet and know, to those who are
persecuted now, to this beautiful planet that God has given
us with all of its plants and animals? God promises we are
not alone in this, but that God’s Light is in, under, and over
us as we seek to speak a word of love, mercy, and justice
in the name of Christ Jesus.
By the tender mercy of our God,
the dawn from on high will break
upon us.
copyright Robyn Sand Anderson

Your Church Council
John Metz, Council President - (574) 302-0974 jmetz4123@comcast.net
Brad & Amanda Ganczak, Council Vice President - (574) 622-0035 ganczakone@comcast.net
Janet Ermis, Council Secretary - (574) 215-3723 jlermis55@gmail.com
Doris Koontz (574) 522-2161 djwk1950@comcast.net; A.J. Diller (815) 291-5474 ajdiller88@gmail.com;
Nichole Metz (574) 226-2777 nichole4123@comcast.net;
Deb Rowland (574) 596-2776 deborahsuerowland@gmail.com;
Brenda Miller (574) 848-5708 brenda@sewcreativethreads.com; Bonnie Rice (574) 264-0310

Generosity, of course, is relative.
Twenty dollars from one person is
very generous, from another, a mere
pittance. When it comes to church
support, therefore, that's why we are
asked not for equal giving, but for
equal sacrifice.
Only the giving individual -- and God - can judge when there is sacrifice.
Stewardship takes all of us into
account. The church doesn't just need
to receive money...you need to be
generous.
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God has given us time us time and energy. God calls us to
be stewards of these things.
How do we use our time and energy? Do we use them to
pursue the Kingdom of God or to advance ourselves in the
world?
Our use of time clearly reveals our priorities - what we
consider important.

from Stewardship
January 2019
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Augustana Lutheran Church
December 11, 2018
Church Council Minutes
Augustana Lutheran Church
December 11, 2018--Church Council Minutes
Present: John Metz, Deb Rowland, Janet Ermis, AJ Diller, Brenda Miller, Doris Koontz, Bonnie Rice,
Brad Ganczak, Pastor Dan Forehand, Randy Tinder and Kathy Nowak
Pastor Dan celebrated The O Antiphons to open the meeting.
Minutes from the November Council Meeting- John Metz asked if there were any questions or
concerns on the minutes. Janet Ermis moved to accept the minutes, Brad Ganczak seconded. A
unanimous vote carried.
Pledge/Giving and Treasurer’s report- John Metz asked if there were any questions or concerns
on either report. Brad Ganczak asked if there was any money left from the insurance settlement
of the damage in the robe room of the balcony, so he and Dave Ermis can finish the work there.
It was determined that there was money for them to do that. Janet Ermis moved to accept the
reports, Doris Koontz seconded. A unanimous vote carried.
Pastor’s report*Pastor Dan then gave his report to the council, including ‘Recent Accomplishments’
listing his worship schedule for the previous month, Affirmation classes taught at
Augustana, Pastoral Care visits and articles he had written. He noted that the book fairs are
now over and that there was not much interest. A reminder that 2019 giving envelopes are
now out for people to pick up.
*Congregational Council concerns: There was a good gathering at Augustana for the joint
council gathering on 12/2. A joint council retreat is being discussed for either the end of
February or the beginning of March. [It was decided to meet on March 1,2]
*He discussed the Augustana-Grace Conversations, and the need to look at giving temple
talks to both congregations.
*Pastor Dan also noted under ‘Wildly Important Goals’ the need to get a meeting on the
board for the Augustana Stewardship Team.
Finance Committee— Randy Tinder distributed the proposed budget and it was discussed and
the council voted [motioned by Brad Ganczak, seconded by Janet Ermis, and was unanimously
approved] to recommend the proposed budget to the congregation at the annual meeting.
Stewardship Committee— Pastor Dan noted that the committee needs to meet soon.
Parish Education Committee— John Metz did not have anything new to report.
Worship & Music Committee— AJ Diller noted that they had recently met and planned
Hymns and Lessons through Transfiguration Sunday.
Social Ministry & Evangelism Committee— Deb Rowland noted that a new young lady was
helping with Monday Night Meals, and a new guy will be starting next week.
Endowment Committee— Brenda Miller reported that the winter semester scholarship letters
were out and the committee would be meeting the end of December.
Memorial Committee— Janet Ermis did not have anything new to report.
Property Committee—Brad Ganczak spoke about the work to be done in the robe room of the
balcony.

[continued next page]
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Old Business:
* Updates on Augustana/Grace moving forward. Pastor Dan and the council members talked
about moving forward; the missions of Augustana and of Grace, the conversations needed, and
the next steps. There was discussion on the need to talk further with the congregations and
explain options. Pastor Dan said he would talk with the Grace council more about the season of
Lent and how the two congregations could come together for worship.
*The Annual Congregational meeting is scheduled for January 20, 2019. Pastor Dan asked the
council if they wanted him to be present for that.
New Business:
*Kathy Nowak informed the council that there had been a request from a non-member to use
space in the fellowship hall or basement for a bridal shower, and was this something that the
council wanted to allow. It was decided to not open the space to non-members.
*Kathy Nowak also asked if the church office could be closed New Year’s Eve so that she could
have an unpaid day off for an appointment. The council agreed.
Janet Ermis motioned to adjourn, Bonnie Rice seconded. A unanimous in favor carried.
Pastor Dan closed with devotions.

Top Reasons For Joining The Church Choir
- You're running out of clean clothes and the robe
saves on laundry.
- The church is usually crowded and you want to
make sure you always have a seat.
- You've just been selected for jury duty and you
want to get use to sitting with a large group of
people.
- The collection plate is never passed to the choir.
- There's a clock in the back of the church and you
want to know when one hour has passed.
- For years you have wanted to know who sits in the
back of the church but were afraid to turn around
and look.
- You've been known to nod off during the service
and don't want the minister/priest to catch you.
- The chairs for the choir are padded and are the
most comfortable chairs in the church.
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Find the garden vegetable
words in this puzzle and circle
them all.

KID’S PAGE

KID’S PAGE

Watermelon Garlic Nectarine Fig Grape Dill
Leek Chord Mango Carrot Kale Uglifruit
Eggplant Beet

Knock, knock. Who’s there? Annie. Annie
who? Annie body home?

Q: What is the difference between
Knock, knock. Who’s there? Ketchup.
a
schoolwho?
teacher
andwith
a train?
Ketchup
Ketchup
me and I’ll
A: The teacher says “spit your
tell you!
gum out” and the train says
Knock, knock. Who’s there? Isabell.
“chew,
chew!”
Isabell who?
Is achew,
bell working?
****

Q:

Knock,
knock.is
Who’s
there?
What
season
it when
youIva.
areIva

who? I’ve a sore hand from knocking!

on a trampoline?
Q: Who earns
a living driving
A: Spring
time! their
customers away? ****
do you make
A:Q:
A How
taxi driver.

an Octopus

laugh?
Q: What
stays in the corner and
A: With
ten-tickles!
travels
all over the world?
****
A: A stamp

Q: What sound do porcupines make

If you know a better fish pun. Let
when they kiss?
minnow.

A: Ouch!

JANUARY CRAFT:
SEPTEMBER
CRAFT:EGG
EGGCARTON
CARTONTURTLES
TURTLES
Materials: *egg carton *scissors *paint and paintbrush
*glue *a piece of colored felt *pom poms *googly eyes
April Craft: Goofy Grins
*embellishments such as: buttons, sequins, jewel gems,
Smiles
can be infectious,
stickers, etc. *fuffy paint or permanent
marker
especially when you
(for the mouth)
have a collection of
Instructions:
mouth
1) Cut turtle shells from an eggsilly
carton
and masks
paint to share.
them green or the color of your choice.
Colored Markers;
2) Cut four legs and a triangle Materials:
tail from felt.
Stock;
3) Glue the legs and tail to the Multi-colored
underside of theCard
turtle
shell.
Scissors;
Tape;
4) Add a pom pom for the head.
Thin Dowel
Rods
5) Decorate the shells using embellishment
buttons,
sequins, etc. You can also draw designs on
the turtle shell.
each,
use googly
markers
to and
draw
a mouth
on card
6)For
Glue
on the
eyes
draw
or paint
on thestock.
mouth.
Cut out the shape, then tape a thin dowel rod to the back.
~~ Share your new turtle friends with your family and friends! ~~
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Church News

Year-to-Date Noisy
Offering: $706.27

Sunday mornings after
services, join us for
coffee hour!

Please pick up your
2019 Giving Envelopes
Wednesday, January 2nd
at
Golden Egg

soon! They are in the
Fellowship Hallway.

All Are Welcome!

The Festival of Sankta Lucia

Fiscal Year-to-Date
Budget Requirement
Grace/Augustana Men’s Breakfast
Saturday, January 12th at 8:30am at
Perkin’s Restaurant

[as of 12/23/2018]

$184,713.43

$154,045.92

December
Monthly Budget

December Offerings to
General Fund

$17,180.48

$12,166.00

December
Weekly Budget

December Average
Weekly Attendance

$3,436.10

70

Confirmation Classes
Tuesdays from 7 – 8pm
January 17 – Ten Commandments 1 & 2
Where is God in my life?

Fiscal Year-to-Date
Offerings to General
Fund

January 29 – Ten Commandments 3 & 4
What matters to me?

[as of 12/3/2018]

[Fiscal Year runs Feb.1 thru Jan. 31]
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r 1/3

loski 1/3

rl 1/4

nn 1/5

ern 1/6

man 1/9

er 1/14

tz 1/18

s 1/18

Congregation Care

rthdays

Corner

bke 1/21

January Birthdays

AJ Diller 1/3

January Anniversaries

Michael Kibiloski 1/3

Michael & Staci Jeffirs 1/29

Kathy Garl 1/4
Brian Fann 1/5

Don't be afraid. Just stand still and
watch the Lord rescue you today.
The Lord himself will fight for you.
Just stay calm.

Barbara Kern 1/6
Chris Kauffman 1/9
Adam Miller 1/14
Doris Koontz 1/18
Staci Jeffirs 1/18

~Exodus 14:13,14

Harry Rombke 1/21
Olivia Miller 1/22

er 1/22

Kathy Miller 1/25

er 1/25

Ann Howard 1/30

rd 1/30

Russ & Pauline Anderson;
Jim & Judy Bower; Christy
Bradley; Dick & Mary
Cassel; Jeff Caton; Ann Checkley; Rich Cliett; Tyler
Conley; Cindy Creighton; Iris Curras; Gary &
Cathy Davis; Arlene DeWolf; Barbara Dills; Don
Duck; Christopher Dudley; Dee Fingerly; Sister
Nora Frost; John Foltz; Amy Garl; Howard
Holmes; Gina Iannarelli; Betty Iavagnilio;
Stephanie Iavagnilio; Betty Johnson; Jared
Kauffman; Sadie Knepper; Gayle Mallon; Diane
Mann; Amy Miller; Kathy Miller; Marie Moberg,
Janet Moyer; Gretta Peterson; Leah Reshan; Wini
Rogers; Jean & Harry Rombke; Jim Schenb; Juanita
Schumaker; Lyn Stevens; Thom Swanson; Debra
Trapp; Jill Turner & her family; Gene Williamson
++++++++++++++
To add someone’s name you may email requests to
secretary@augustana.comcastbiz.net or drop off new
requests to the church office.
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Altar Flowers for
January
Sundays in January are all still available:

Notice:

Beginning in January 2018 the sign up sheet for the altar
flowers will be in the church office. To schedule altar flowers
please contact Kathy in the office, or drop off an envelope with
requested date and payment.
Payment will be required before altar flowers are ordered.
Sorry for any inconvenience. Thank you.
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January 2019
server’s schedule

Assisting Minister:
John Metz
Communion Assistant:
Scott Watson

++++++

“To be a Christian without prayer
is no more possible
than to be alive
without breathing.”

Altar Guild:
Chris Mills & Dawn Mills
Coffee Hostess:
Bonnie Rice & Dee Smith

-Martin Luther

Counter:
Janet Ermis

January 6, 2019 – Epiphany of the Lord

Greeters: Ron Johnson & Brenda Miller
Ushers: Jay & Bonnie Rice
Servers: Liam Peterson
Lector: Lynn Winters
Nursery: Judy Duck
Sound: Chuck Miller

January 20, 2019 – Epiphany 2

Greeters: Gunnar & Diane Erickson
Ushers: Ron Johnson & Deb Rowland
Server: Brooke Watson
Lector: Melanie Watson
Nursery: Christine Jeffirs Moore

Sound: Keith Johnson

January 13, 2019 – Baptism of the Lord

Greeters: Mike & Linda Iavagnilio
Ushers: Dave & Janet Ermis
Server: Samantha Barker
Lector: Dawn Mills
Nursery: Emily Moyer
Sound: Mark Moyer

January 27, 2019 – Epiphany 3

Greeters: Brad & Amanda Ganczak
Ushers: Don & Dee Smith
Server: Jillian Scupham
Lector: Sr Nora Frost
Nursery: Nancy Tinder
Sound: Chuck Miller

Reminder: If you are unable to serve as scheduled, please find a replacement – and let the church office know who the replacement
is. Contact information: secretary@augustana.comcastbiz.net or 574.294.3823. Thank you.

Augustana News

Page 8

January 2019

January 2019

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the
new creation has come: the old has gone,
the new is here.”
2 Corinthians 5:17

Augustana Lutheran Church
1133 Kilbourn St. ~ Elkhart, IN 46514
Phone: 574-294-3823 ~ Website: www.augustanaelkhart.org
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

New Year’s Day
Church Office
Closed

Epiphany of the Lord 6

7

9AM-Worship at Grace
11AM-Worship/Sunday
School
After Service: Coffee
Hour

5PM-Monday Night
Meals

Baptism of the Lord 13

14

15

9AM-Worship at Grace
11AM-Worship/Sunday
School
After Service: Coffee
Hour

5PM-Monday Night
Meals

7PM-Confirmation
Class

20

21

9AM-Worship at Grace
11AM-Worship/Sunday
School
After Service: Coffee
Hour

5PM-Monday Night
Meals

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2

3

4

5

9

10

11

12

9AM-Breakfast
Club meets at
Golden Egg

8

8:30AMGrace/Augustana
Men’s Breakfast at
Perkin’s
Restaurant

7PM-Church
Council

16

17

18

19

22

23

24

25

26

30

31

.

Epiphany 2

Annual Meeting
[time TBD]

27

28

29

9AM-Worship at Grace
11AM-Worship/Sunday
School
After Service: Coffee
Hour

5PM-Monday Night
Meals

7PM-Confirmation
Class

Epiphany 3
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E-mail address: GraceLutheranElk@aol.com ~ Website: www.gracelutheranelkhart.org ~ Phone: [574] 294-1951 ~ Fax: [574] 522-5580

Grace Lutheran Church ~ 831 W. Marion Street ~ PO Box 851 ~ Elkhart, IN 46515

