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February Bible
Study Plan
February 3, 2019 ~
Epiphany 4
Jeremiah 1:4-10
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Luke 4:21-30

"My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they
follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never
perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand."
~ John 10:27-28

February 10, 2019 ~
Epiphany 5
Isaiah 6:1-13
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Luke 5:1-11
February 17, 2019 ~
Epiphany 6
Jeremiah 17:5-10
1 Corinthians 15:12-20
Luke 6:17-26
February 24, 2019 ~
Epiphany 7
Genesis 45:3-11,15
1 Corinthians 15:35-38,
42-50
Luke 6:27-38
Deadline for items for the
March 2019 Augustana
News is Thursday,
February 21st!

Augustana Lutheran Church

1133 Kilbourn Street ~ Elkhart, IN 46514 ~ Phone: 574-294-3823
Website: www.augustanaelkhart.org
Email: secretary@augustana.comcastbiz.net

Greetings in Christ,
“After this the Lord appointed seventy others and
sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every town
and place where he himself intended to go.” – Luke
10:1
Have you ever been working on a project with a group of people and
thought to yourself, “I could really get this done a lot quicker if I just did
the work.”? Sometimes that might be true, but I do not think that
demonstrates how we are called to live. The disciples and followers of
Jesus were sent out into the world not by themselves, but always with
companions on the journey. Companions to help, companions with
complementary gifts, companions who they could share the good and
the bad with.

Many pastors serve congregations alone. They may have a supportive
spouse and there may be helpful people who serve as administrative
assistants, musicians, and custodians, but they are expected to be a
“jack of all trades,” and to be an “expert in every nuance of ministry.”
To be honest, that’s silly. Not only is it silly, but it’s not faithful to the
story of our faith that talks about the body of Christ and complementary gifts.
Part of what excites me about the conversations and work that Grace and Augustana have been
doing is the possibility to share resources, particularly staff. In the coming months, you’ll hear
about some exciting changes that will allow us to live more fully into this faithful concept.
[continued next page]
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On January 27th, Sister Nora Frost was installed as Deacon at both Grace and Augustana. She will
be helping with pastoral care, doing some teaching, and helping all of us to learn how to live out our
faith in our daily lives. I have been energized in my planning conversations with her and look
forward to the ways that she will help the people of Augustana and Grace grow in their faith, while
also providing more comprehensive and timely pastoral care for our homebound members and
those living in nursing homes.
We are also working with the Indiana-Kentucky Synod to jointly call a part-time interim pastor
whose primary focus will be on developing youth programming for the younger members of
Augustana and Grace. This individual will work to bring young people together around fellowship
activities, service, and growing in faith. The process has started and hopefully we will have an
individual in a few weeks.
And the work is not just done by Pastor Dan, Sister Nora, the new youth interim pastor, our
musicians, and other paid staff – but it’s work that we all do together. You have gifts. We hope
that you will share them with others. We hope that you will let your light shine and be the person
that God has called you to be!
Thank you for your partnership in this work,
and please feel free to contact me with any questions.
Pastor Dan

Your Church Council
Maralee Macumber (574) 262-0391
maralee.macumber@comcast.net;
Heidi Scupham (269) 641-5731
ascup@comcast.net;
Don & Dee Smith (574) 875-5823
DonSmith25@comcast.net;
Keith Johnson (574) 612-3042
keith@TKSteelinc.com;
A.J. Diller (815) 291-5474
ajdiller88@gmail.com;
Janet Ermis (574) 215-3723
jlermis55@gmail.com;
Doris Koontz (574) 522-2161
djwk1950@comcast.net;
Nichole Metz (574) 226-2777
nichole4123@comcast.net;
Bonnie Rice (574) 264-0310
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God's stewards are in the
world, but not of the world.
God's stewards recognize
that the Lord sets them
apart from the world and by
the transforming power of
the Gospel sends them into
the world to live out the
Gospel.

"Go bring to the needy sweet charity's
bread, for giving is living," the angel said.
"Must I give again and again?"
"Oh no!" said the angel, chilling me
through. "Give only 'til the Master stops
giving to you!"
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I-K Lutheran
Where God is doing new things
February 2019
“Who is my neighbor in a world in which I might spend more time connected relationally to
people on the other side of the globe than those across the street?”
[Dwight Zscheile]

On Christmas Day, I met for the first time our new neighbors who had moved into the
house next door almost three months earlier. They happened to be outside with their kids, testing
out a couple of Christmas presents, while I was walking our dogs. I was a bit embarrassed as I
approached them to introduce myself. I apologized to them for not meeting and welcoming them to
the neighborhood sooner. They were quite gracious, offered their own apologies, and we had a
delightful getting-acquainted Christmas Day conversation with each other.
As I told my wife, Janet, about the meeting afterward, I remembered an article I had read some months before, the
article from which the haunting question above comes: Who Is My Neighbor? The Church’s Vocation in an Era of Shifting
Community (Word and World, Winter 2017). 1 The author, Dwight Zscheile, is right: the shape and locus of human
community is shifting significantly in this country, probably in ways that the church has not yet fully realized or begun to
address.
Referencing the book, The Vanishing Neighbor, by Marc Dunkelman, Zscheile points out that:
Americans today spend more time with their intimates (immediate family and closest friends) as well as in an outer
ring of loose social ties facilitated by social media and the Internet around specific interests. What is disappearing is
the middle ring—traditionally the city neighborhood, village, or township where voluntary organizations like
congregations exist. Expectations for neighborliness have changed—from block parties and potlucks, sharing tools
and child care, to keeping to oneself and not interfering in your neighbor’s business. Adults involved in intensive
parenting spend more hours with their children, while these overscheduled children spend fewer hours roaming the
neighborhood with their peers. Americans look to their devices to connect with people on social media who may be
geographically far removed, ignoring the people next to them on the bus, street, or at the playground.
Not only does this shift suggest the loss of face-to-face (read: incarnational) relationships that can be nurturing and
supportive, it also means that “People can now largely avoid relationships with those of differing views.” This may well
be part of the reason that community in this country is so fractured and fractious…and/or part of the reason that we can’t
seem to find ways to live together in justice and peace, honoring differences and diversity, and working together for the
common good.
So, my little Christmas Day encounter with our new neighbors has left me wondering: In this time and place,
might we, the church, the body of the crucified and risen Christ, be called to intentionally and care-fully create face-toface space for genuine local community to emerge. Might the good news of Christ crucified and risen for the life of the
world be calling us to fill that “middle ring” of American life with confession, forgiveness, and reconciliation that leads to
radical welcome, bold inclusion, and life together that shines with the light of new, abundant, and lasting life for all?
After all, as Dwight puts it, “In a world of eroding, divisions, and fragile community, the church stewards a most
precious gift: God’s restoration to communion of those once estranged in Christ, who joins us in the local, particular, and
ordinary.”
Peace be with you,
Bishop William Gafkjen

1

A PDF of the article can be downloaded from https://wordandworld.luthersem.edu/issues.aspx?article_id=3966.
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Augustana Lutheran Church
January 8, 2018
Church Council Minutes

Augustana Lutheran Church
January 8, 2019--Church Council Minutes

Present: John Metz, Deb Rowland, Janet Ermis, AJ Diller, Doris Koontz, Nichole Metz, Bonnie Rice,
Pastor Dan Forehand (by telephone), Randy Tinder and Kathy Nowak
John Metz opened the meeting with prayer. (Pastor Dan was out of town but joined the meeting
via telephone).
Minutes from the December Council Meeting- John Metz asked if there were any questions or
concerns on the minutes. Janet Ermis moved to accept the minutes, Bonnie Rice seconded. A
unanimous vote carried.
Pledge/Giving report- John Metz asked if there were any questions or concerns on the report.
Nichole Metz moved to accept the report, Doris Koontz seconded. A unanimous vote carried.
Treasurer’s report- John Metz asked if there were any questions or concerns on the report. Janet
Ermis moved to accept the report, Deb Rowland seconded. A unanimous vote carried.
Pastor’s report*Pastor Dan did not give a regular report, but brought up new business of Sister Nora as
visitation Deacon (see below).
Finance Committee— Randy Tinder noted that the budget was ready for the annual meeting on
January 20.
Stewardship Committee— John Metz did not have anything to report, but talked about a
tentative date for Consecration Sunday.
Parish Education Committee— John Metz did not have anything new to report.
Worship & Music Committee— AJ Diller noted that they had recently met and planned
Hymns and Lessons through Transfiguration Sunday.
Social Ministry & Evangelism Committee— Deb Rowland did not have anything new to
report
Endowment Committee— Brenda Miller was not at the meeting.
Memorial Committee— Janet Ermis did not have anything new to report.
Property Committee—Brad Ganczak was not at the meeting.
Old Business:
* A reminder that on March 1st and 2nd there will be a joint council retreat for Augustana and
Grace.
* Grace and Augustana will be sharing Lent services this year, a schedule will be coming.
New Business:
*Sister Nora-Visitation Deacon. Pastor Dan informed the council that Sister Nora had expressed
some interest in serving both congregations helping with visitation and teaching. This would
free up the interim person to focus on youth and discernment for Augustana and Grace coming
together. Pastor Dan recommended $500 a month for her services from the “youth pastor” line
item of the budget. That would leave more than enough money still for the interim. The council
[continued next page]
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discussed this and then Janet Ermis motioned to offer this position, with that compensation, to
Sister Nora. Deb Rowland seconded it, and a unanimous in favor carried.
*Kathy Nowak asked about the giving envelopes that had not been picked up- she asked if it
was alright if she did not mail them out, citing the cost. The council agreed noting that perhaps
she could send letters to these people to keep in contact with them.
*Kathy Nowak asked about the Stewardship schedule and when Consecration Sunday would
be. John Metz said he would get back to her with that information.
*The council then discussed the annual meeting- including that reports are needed, the time,
and who will be on the ballot for council and endowment.
AJ Diller motioned to adjourn, Janet Ermis seconded. A unanimous in favor carried.
John Metz closed with devotions.

How to Get Into Heaven
A man dies and meets St. Peter at the Pearly Gates.
Peter says to the man, "Here's how it works. You need
to have one hundred points to get into heaven. You tell
me about all the good things you've done. They are all
worth a certain number of points. If your total is one
hundred or more, you can come in."
"Well," says the man. "I was happily married to the
same woman for 52 years. I never looked at another
woman. I was attentive and loved her dearly."
"That's great," says St. Peter. "That'll be two points."
"Hmmm," says the man. "This is going to be harder than
I thought. Well, I attended church regularly,
volunteered my time and tithed faithfully."
"Wonderful," says St. Peter, "That's worth another
point."
"One point!" says the man. "Okay, okay. I was involved
with a prison ministry for twenty-five years. I went
into the prison, at least monthly, and shared Jesus with
them."
"Wow!" says St. Peter. "That's another two points!"
"Only two points!" says the man. "At this rate, it'll be
only by the grace of God that'll I'll ever get into this
place."
"Bingo!" says St. Peter. "That's one hundred points!
Come on in."
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Augustana Lutheran Church
Annual Meeting Minutes 1/20/2019
Attendance was 32 members, so a quorum was reached. Janet Ermis greeted the members.
The first item on the agenda was electing three new members for the church council for the
normal three-year term, and one member to complete a two-year term for a member who
resigned. Also, to elect two new members for three-year terms on the endowment committee.
The ballot included, for council: Gunnar Erickson, Keith Johnson, Maralee Macumber, Don &
Dee Smith, and Heidi Scupham. And for endowment: both spots were open. After some
discussion Gunnar Erickson pulled himself from the council ballot and joined volunteer, Jerry
Duck, to fill the two endowment spots. This left four candidates for the four council spots, Keith
Johnson filled the two-year term, and Maralee Macumber, Don & Dee Smith, and Heidi
Scupham filled the three-year terms. Dave Ermis motioned to accept these results, Jerry Duck
seconded the motion, and the results were accepted with a majority vote.
Next on the agenda was the proposed 2019 budget. The question was raised on where in the
budget Pastor Dan’s salary would come from, the answer was under ‘pulpit supply.’ Jerry Duck
motioned to accept the proposed budget, AJ Diller seconded the motion, and the proposed budget
was accepted with a majority vote.
Next on the agenda were the Pastor and Committee Reports. Jerry Duck motioned to accept these
reports, Deb Rowland seconded the motion, and the reports were accepted with a majority vote.
There was no ‘Old Business’ reported.
Under ‘New Business,’ the items discussed were:
▪ The time line for the coming together of Augustana and Grace.
▪ The quarter-time person to help with ministry work for both Augustana and Grace- what
this person would do and why they are needed.
▪ Concern that people need to have more information given out to the congregation about
what is happening with Augustana and Grace.
The move to adjourn the meeting was made by Jerry Duck, Brad Ganczak seconded the motion,
and approved by a majority vote.
Respectfully gathered, organized, and presented by Brad Ganczak,
Janet Ermis and Kathy Nowak
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KID’S PAGE

Q: What did Tarzan say when he saw elephants
coming?
A: “Here come the elephants!”
Q: What’s the difference between
elephants and grapes?
A: Grapes are purple.
Q: Why are elephants so wrinkled?
A: Because they take too long to iron!

February Craft- Heartfelt Valentines
What You’ll Need:
o
o
o
o

Scissors
Glue
2” x 6” pieces of Kraft Cardstock
Colored Pencils

o
o
o
o
o

20 mm Googly Eyes
¾” Round Paper Punch
Adhesive Foam Squares
Ruler
Patterned Craft Paper

Make It:
1) Fold the cardstock in half length-wise. Punch a hole as shown with puncher; trace the hole
onto the inside of the card and glue a googly eye in this circle. Let dry.
2) Round corners of the card. Cut a tall heart shape from the patterned craft paper, about
1” x ¾”. Attach to right of the hole on outside of card with an adhesive foam square.
3) Write the word “you” next to the heart. Open the card and draw a funny face or
character around the googly eye.
Say “I Love You” with an adorable Valentine Day card made out of craft paper and googly eyes.
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Youth Fun!!

Lutheran Outdoor
Ministries Indiana-Kentucky

2019 Toboggan Weekend

CAVING RETREAT

LUTHERWALD
February 23-24

March 29-31, 2019
7:30pm Friday - 1pm Sunday
Lutheran Hills
Grades 5-8 * Cost $75
Come for a tour of Indiana Caverns, goat
milk ice cream, classic LOMIK campfires,
and devotions led by camp staff.
For Individuals or Youth Groups
Space is Limited
For more information see flyer on bulletin board in
Fellowship hallway.
Questions & Reservations:
Kathy@LOMIK.org 812-988-2519

Commitment/Consecration Sunday
will be February 10th.
At that time, we ask that you fill out
a commitment card for 2019
and place it on the altar, in the offering plate,
or mail it to the church office.
You are encouraged to not only pledge to the
"General Fund" but to, likewise, pledge to
"Monday Night Meals."
As you consider what you might give this year,
we should be mindful that God's generosity
is what calls us to be generous,
in response to all that God has done...
is doing...and will do for us!

Lutherwald's Toboggan Weekend is Saturday late
afternoon through Sunday morning retreat for middle
school and high school youth groups and their adult
sponsors. Cost is $35 per person and includes two
meals, snacks and Saturday night housing--cost for
tobogganing is extra.
The Toboggan Run at Pokagon State Park is a
1,780 ft. (1/3 of a mile) refrigerated twin track--no
snow or cold weather is needed for it to operate.
Cost: $7 per vehicle ($9 out-of-state) for entrance
into park and toboggan rental is $13 an hour (four
people per toboggan).
For more information and weekend schedule see
flyer on bulletin board in Fellowship hallway.

A First Communion class is scheduled for
Saturday, February 16th from 12:00-2:00pm
at Augustana. We will have snacks and talk about
what communion is, why it matters, and pray for
these individuals in their life of faith. If you or your
child or grandchild are interested please let Pastor
Dan know. There is no age requirement, as we trust
parents to have conversations with their children to
decide when they are ready. We do ask that a
parent, grandparent, or godparent attend with
anyone under the age of 16 – and you may bring
multiple people with you. Please join us!

NATIONAL LUTHERAN CHOIR
Holy Spirit Mass
Basilica of the Sacred Heart
University of Notre Dame
South Bend, IN
February 28, 2019 ~ 8pm

On Sunday,
December 30
after worship,
a coffee &
Cake
reception was
held for the
retirement of
Cheryl Kambs.

This is a Free Concert
Augustana News
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Church News

Year-to-Date Noisy
Offering: $30.00

Voting at the Annual Meeting

Sunday mornings after
services, join us for
coffee hour!

Wednesday, February 6th
at
Golden Egg
All Are Welcome!

New Council Members: Maralee
Macumber, Heidi Scupham, Don
& Dee Smith (3-year terms),
Keith Johnson (2-year term)
Endowment Committee: Jerry
Duck, Gunnar Erickson (3-year
terms)

Important Dates
Thursday, January 31st thru Friday, February 8th ~ Pastor Dan on vacation
Sunday, February 10th ~ Consecration Sunday and
Sledding at Ferrettie-Baugo Creek Park-5:30 to 7:30pm
Saturday, February 16th ~ First Communion Class at Augustana-12noon to 2pm
Saturday and Sunday, February 23rd-24th ~ Toboggan Weekend at Lutherwald
Thursday, February 28th ~ National Lutheran Choir “Holy Spirit Mass” at the Basilica of the
Sacred Heart – University of Notre Dame-8pm
Friday and Saturday, March 1st-2nd ~ Augustana Grace Council Retreat
Saturday, March 9th ~ Sewing Blitz at Faith Lutheran Church, Greene Road, Goshen9am to 3pm
Fiscal Year-to-Date
Budget Requirement

Fiscal Year-to-Date
Offerings to General
Fund
[as of 1/27/2019]

Grace/Augustana Men’s Breakfast
Saturday, February 9th at 8:30am at
Perkin’s Restaurant

$203,122.00

$164,632.92

January
Monthly Budget

January Offerings to
General Fund

$14,972.47

$8,981.00

January
Weekly Budget

January Average
Weekly Attendance

$3,743.12

50

Confirmation Classes
Tuesdays from 7 – 8pm
February 19 – Ten Commandments
5 & 6 How should Christians treat others?

[as of 1/27/2019]

[Fiscal Year runs Feb.1 thru Jan. 31]
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Congregation Care

Corner
February Birthdays

Birthdays

nderson 2/6

avis 2/10

sbaum 2/12

Davis 2/13

Russell Anderson 2/6

February Anniversaries
Gunnar & Diane Erickson 2/27

Gary Davis 2/10
Troy Nusbaum 2/12
Cathy Davis 2/13

upham 2/14

Jillian Scupham 2/14

Kindy 2/15

Michael Kindy 2/15

Cassel 2/17

Mary Lou Cassel 2/17

agnilio 2/18

Betty Iavagnilio 2/18

eorge 2/28

David George 2/28

Russ & Pauline Anderson;
Jim & Judy Bower; Christy
Bradley; Dick & Mary
Cassel; Jeff Caton; Ann Checkley; Rich Cliett; Tyler
Conley; Cindy Creighton; Iris Curras; Gary &
Cathy Davis; Arlene DeWolf; Barbara Dills; Don
Duck; Christopher Dudley; Dee Fingerly; Sister
Nora Frost; John Foltz; Amy Garl; Howard
Holmes; Gina Iannarelli; Betty Iavagnilio;
Stephanie Iavagnilio; Betty Johnson; Jared
Kauffman; Sadie Knepper; Gayle Mallon; Diane
Mann; Amy Miller; Kathy Miller; Marie Moberg,
Janet Moyer; Gretta Peterson; Leah Reshan; Wini
Rogers; Harry Rombke; Jim Schenb; Juanita
Schumaker; Lyn Stevens; Thom Swanson; Debra
Trapp; Jill Turner & her family; Gene Williamson
++++++++++++++
To add someone’s name you may email requests to
secretary@augustana.comcastbiz.net or drop off new
requests to the church office.

Augustana News

Altar Flowers for
February
February 3, 2019 - In memory of Lucile Frost
from Sr. Nora Frost
*****

All other Sundays in February are all still available
Notice:

Beginning in January 2018 the sign up sheet for the altar
flowers will be in the church office. To schedule altar flowers
please contact Kathy in the office, or drop off an envelope with
requested date and payment.
Payment will be required before altar flowers are ordered.
Sorry for any inconvenience. Thank you.
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FEBRUARY 2019
server’s schedule

Assisting Minister:
Keith Johnson
Communion Assistant:
Lynn Winters

++++++

“God shows his love
for us in that
while we were
still sinners,
Christ died for us.”
Romans 5:8

Altar Guild:
Doris Koontz & Dee Smith
Coffee Hostess:
Chris Mills
Counter:
Bonnie Rice

February 3, 2019 – Epiphany 4

Greeters: Ron Johnson & Gunnar Erickson
Ushers: Janet Moyer & Emily Moyer
Servers: Jack Watson
Lector: Scott Watson
Nursery: Nancy Tinder
Sound: Mark Moyer
February 10, 2019 – Epiphany 5

Greeters: Jerry & Doris Koontz
Ushers: Deb Rowland & Brenda Miller
Server: Lilly Ganczak
Lector: Heidi Scupham
Nursery: Jillian Scupham
Sound: Chuck Miller

February 17, 2019 – Epiphany 6

Greeters: Ed & Janie Williams
Ushers: Ron Johnson & Jay Rice
Server: Dorothy Moyer

Lector: Sr Nora Frost
Nursery: Emily Moyer
Sound: Mark Moyer
February 24, 2019 – Epiphany 7

Greeters: Don & Dee Smith
Ushers: Scott & Melanie Watson
Server: Olivia Knepper
Lector: Maralee Macumber
Nursery: Christine Jeffirs Moore
Sound: Chuck Miller

Reminder: If you are unable to serve as scheduled, please find a replacement – and let the church office know who the replacement
is. Contact information: secretary@augustana.comcastbiz.net or 574.294.3823. Thank you.
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give thanks TO THE LORD FOR HE IS
good: HIS love ENDURES forever.
PSALM 107:1

Augustana Lutheran Church
1133 Kilbourn St. ~ Elkhart, IN 46514
Phone: 574-294-3823 ~ Website: www.augustanaelkhart.org
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2

8

9

For God so loved the world
that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life.

4

3

Epiphany 4

9AM-Worship at Grace
11AM-Worship/Sunday
School
w/Noisy Offering
After Service: BP
Checks; Coffee Hour

5

5PM-Monday
Night Meals

6

7

8:30AMGrace/Augustana
Men’s Breakfast at
Perkin’s
Restaurant

9AM-Breakfast
Club meets at
Golden Egg

Stewardship
Emphasis Week 2
Epiphany 5

11

10

9AM-Worship at Grace
11AM-Worship/Sunday
School
After Service: Coffee
Hour

5PM-Monday
Night Meals

12

13

14

15

7PM-Church
Council

16
12Noon -2PM-First
Communion Class at
Augustana

Consecration Sunday
Sledding at FerretteBaugo Park 5:307:30PM
Epiphany 6

9AM-Worship at Grace
11AM-Worship/Sunday
School
w/Noisy Offering
After Service: Coffee
Hour
Epiphany 7

5PM-Monday
Night Meals

19

20

21

22

7PMConfirmation
Class

25

24

9AM-Worship at Grace
11AM-Worship/Sunday
School
After Service: Coffee
Hour

Augustana News

18

17

23
Toboggan Weekend
at Lutherwald

26

27

28
8PM-National
Lutheran Choir
“Holy Spirit Mass”
Basilica of the
Sacred Heart –
University of Notre
Dame

5PM-Monday
Night Meals
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Reminder;
Augustana and Grace councils will
have their Council Retreat on March
1 and 2 .
st

nd

February 2019
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E-mail address: GraceLutheranElk@aol.com ~ Website: www.gracelutheranelkhart.org ~ Phone: [574] 294-1951 ~ Fax: [574] 522-5580

Grace Lutheran Church ~ 831 W. Marion Street ~ PO Box 851 ~ Elkhart, IN 46515

