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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 
We are so glad you joined us for worship today. Yes, we’re talking to YOU! If 
you are new to our church, here are a few notes we hope help you feel at home: 

● ALL ARE WELCOME in our faith community: Whether you were in 
church last Sunday, last year, or this is your very first time; no matter who 
you are or what your life experiences are; no matter your background, 
address, age, or income. We’re glad you’re here! 

● In our Lutheran tradition, it’s all about grace! Everything begins with the 
freely given gift of God’s love for us and for all creation. We hope you 
find that reflected in our worship and preaching today. 

● In our Lutheran tradition, we think a lot about the words we use for and 
with God, and we tend to use a lot of words in worship. You are invited 
to participate by joining us in saying any part printed in bold and singing. 
Sit/stand where indicated if it’s comfortable for your body. 

● Please do not feel obliged to make an offering as a visitor. If you would 
like to give anyway, you can do so by putting your contribution in the 
offering plate or giving electronically (see our announcements for 
instructions). We know that financial offerings are only one way people 
give back to God. 

● Hymns can generally be found in the red hymnal in your pew, listed by 
number. Hymns are printed for you in large print bulletins. 

● All are welcome at the table of Holy Communion. If you have questions, 
please don’t hesitate to speak with our pastor before or after worship. 

● If you are new to us, and are so inclined, we would love to have your 
contact information. Please fill out one of the visitor cards found in our 
pew and put it in the offering plate. We promise not to spam you! 

● Our church isn’t open only on Sunday mornings! See the announcements 
for a hint of everything going on.  
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Please Pray For: 
Spencer 
Ken 
Rocco–cancer 
Ryan 
Jerry–recovering from surgery 
Courtney–cancer 
Sister Nora 
Barbara  
Joel–cancer  
Larry 
Elizabeth–recurring cancer 
Rachelle 
Deb 
Jeanne–cancer  
Roy 
Jane–cancer 
The Steglemann family 
Military Service Members 

 
 
 

DONATE ONLINE 
If you would like to give to Augustana 
electronically, please scan the QR 
code using the camera app on your 
phone and select “General Fund—
Augustana Lutheran Church” from the 
drop-down menu. 
Thank you for your generosity! 

 
 

OFFICE 
1133 Kilbourn Street 
Elkhart, IN 46514 
574-294-3823 
secretary@augustana.comcastbiz.net 
augustanaelkhart.org 
 
OFFICE HOURS 
Monday ~ 9:00am-3:00pm 
Tuesday ~ 1:00pm-4:00pm 
Wednesday ~ 1:00pm-4:00pm 
 
STAFF 

 

Pastor 
Rev. Emily Trubey-Weller 
pastoremilytw@gmail.com 
 

Church Secretary 
Katie Robertson 
secretary@augustana.comcastbiz.net 

 

Accompanist 
Ethan Ford 

GET IN TOUCH! 

Worship Server Schedule 
Pastor – Rev. Emily Trubey-Weller 
Accompanist – Amy Shelley 
Assisting Minister – Maralee Macumber 
Lector – Maralee Macumber 
Acolyte – Leah Moyer 
Technology Server – Cayden Abner 
Ushers – Gunnar & Diane Erickson 
Altar Guild – Nancy Tinder 
helpers – Deb Rowland & Heidi Paston 
 

Children’s Church 10/18 
Stacy F. and Brian F. 
 

Children’s Church 10/25 
Jane W. and a friend! 
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Weekly Schedule 
Sunday, October 18, 2026 thru Sunday, October 25, 2026 

 

Sunday, October 18 ~ 11 AM – Worship with Fellowship in Narthex before & after 
  Pentecost 21         
 

Wednesday, October 21 ~ 4 PM – Middle School Youth Group at Grace 
                                        ~ 4:45-5:45 PM – Confirmation Class at Grace 
                                        ~ 6 PM – Bible Study at Grace     
 

Thursday, October 22 ~ 10-11 AM – God’s Gifts Pantry 
                                    ~ 4 PM – Holy Communion at Grace                                                                       
                                                                                                           

Sunday, October 25 ~ 11 AM – Worship with Fellowship in Narthex before & after 
  Pentecost 21         
 

Did you know: You can have your newsletter emailed or in hard copy! We want you to 
know about all the maaaany things happening in our churches, and that means we need you 
to read our monthly newsletter! You can receive it by email or in print through the mail.  
If you currently receive the newsletter by email only but would prefer print, just contact the 
church office and we will change your preference. There are also extra hard copies to be 
picked up at the church every month (at Grace in the narthex, at Augustana just inside the 
parking lot or sanctuary doors). If you haven’t been getting our newsletters and would like 
to, let us know and we’ll add you to the list. Thanks for keeping up to date! 
 

Our Annual Meeting is set for Sunday, November 22. Reports are due to the office by 
October 25th. 
 

Altar Flower update: $25 total We apologize for any confusion or miscommunication over 
the past few months as we have sorted out prices with Martins regarding altar flowers.  
The donation price to dedicate both vases is $25. If you have given $50 in recent months, 
please just let us know if you’d like us to credit you for another donation.  
Thanks for your understanding! 
 

Halloween Candy Donations needed! We will be passing out candy to trick-or-treaters on 
Halloween and could use your candy donations to supply the crowds! In addition, trick-or-
treaters will be given a flyer with info about upcoming events at Augustana. Based on last 
year’s numbers, we expect about 400 kids! Leave your donations at the back of the sanctuary 
next Sunday, October 25th. If you are interested in helping to pass out candy, please speak 
with Diane Erickson or Pastor Emily. Thank you! 
 

Hymn request boxes: Do you have a favorite hymn you just love to sing? Something you 
haven't heard in a while? Our Worship and Music Committee has put boxes at the back of the 
sanctuary in both of our churches to collect hymn requests. Just write the hymn name and 
number on a scrap of paper there and put it in the box. We'll collect the requests regularly.  
It might be a little while before you hear your request, as most of our hymns are selected by 
the committee well in advance, but we will make sure every request is included eventually! 
Now is an especially great time to get requests submitted for Advent and Christmas, as we'll 
be planning that before you know it.  
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish 
divine purposes. When the Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to 
give the emperor what belongs to him and to God what belongs to 
God. To gather for worship reminds us that our ultimate allegiance is 
to God rather than to any earthly authority. Created in the image of 
God, we offer our entire selves in the service of God and for the sake 
of the world. 
 

+ GATHERING + 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

GATHERING MUSIC – ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Welcome to our year of listening! 
At Augustana Lutheran Church we are amid a year of listening. During this year 
we are taking intentional time to listen more closely to the voices of God, one 
another, and our neighbors. 
 

In worship, this means spending time in quiet as we begin to center ourselves and 
prepare to listen for God’s voice. We will start with song, sit in silence, then be 
called to worship by the singing bowl (an instrument of prayer and meditation).  
Of course, during this time we anticipate some noise and wiggling from little ones.  
If you need guidance to begin, consider placing both feet firmly on the floor, gently 
closing your eyes, and taking long, deep breaths. You may also choose a word (such 
as a name for God) to return to during the time of quiet whenever your mind begins 
to wander to other things. 
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You are invited to sing with the leader: 

 
We sit together into an extended moment of silence. The singing bowl calls us to worship. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 You are invited to stand as you are comfortable, and to face our baptismal font. 
P.   Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth.  
C.   Amen. 

 

P.   Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts  
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
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P.   Most merciful God, 
C.  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,  
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P.   God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been 
saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C.   Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN – God is Here! 
You are invited to join in singing and face the cross as it is carried in. 

 
 
GREETING 
P.   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C.   And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
You are invited to join in singing.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P.   Let us pray.  Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. 

Created by you, let us live in your image; created for you, let us act 
for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

+ WORD + 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING – Isaiah 45:1-7 
The prophet announces that Cyrus the Persian emperor is the one the LORD has 
anointed to end Israel’s exile. The LORD makes this choice so that the whole world 
will recognize this LORD as the only God. Persia had a god of light and a god of 
darkness; the LORD claims sovereignty over both light and darkness. 
 

A.   A reading from Isaiah. 
 1 Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, 

  whose right hand I have grasped 
 to subdue nations before him 
  and to strip kings of their robes, 
 to open doors before him— 
  and the gates shall not be closed: 
 2 I will go before you 
  and level the mountains; 
 I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 
  and cut through the bars of iron; 
 3 I will give you the treasures of darkness 
  and riches hidden in secret places, 
 so that you may know that it is I, the LORD, 
  the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 
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4 For the sake of my servant Jacob 
  and Israel my chosen, 
 I call you by your name; 
  I give you a title, though you do not know me. 
 5 I am the LORD, and there is no other; 
  besides me there is no god. 
  I arm you, though you do not know me, 
 6 so that they may know, from the rising of the sun 
  and from the west, that there is no one besides me; 
  I am the LORD, and there is no other. 
 7 I form light and create darkness, 
  I make weal and create woe; 
  I the LORD do all these things. 

A.   Word of God, word of life. 
C.   Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM – Psalm 96:1-9 
The psalm for the day is read responsively, with the congregation reading bold text. 
 

1 Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
2 Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD; 

proclaim God’s salvation from day to day. 
3 Declare God’s glory among the nations 

and God’s wonders among all peoples. 
4 For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised, 

more to be feared than all gods.  
5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; 

but you, O LORD, have made the heavens. 
6 Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; 

power and splendor are in your sanctuary. 
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7 Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples, 

ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 
8 Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name; 

bring offerings and enter the courts of the LORD.  
9 Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; 

tremble before the LORD, all the earth. 
 
SECOND READING – 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul gives pastoral encouragement 
and reassurances to new Christians living in an antagonistic environment. 
Their commitment of faith, love, and hope makes them a model for other new 
Christian communities. 
 

A.   A reading from 1 Thessalonians. 
1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians  
in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:  
Grace to you and peace. 2 We always give thanks to God for all of 
you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 3 remembering 
before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and 
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, 
brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 
5 because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only 
but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; 
just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you 
for your sake. 6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord,  
for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy from the 
Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the believers in 
Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For the word of the Lord has sounded 
forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia but in every place 
your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to 
speak about it.  
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9 For they report about us what kind of welcome we had among you 
and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true 
God 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from 
the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. 

A.   Word of God, word of life. 
C.   Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
You are invited to stand as comfortable and  to sing to welcome the gospel.  

 
 

GOSPEL – Matthew 22:15-22 
After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with 
questions. First they ask if God’s people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like 
Caesar. 
 
 

P.   The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
C.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

P.   15 The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he 
said. 16 So they sent their disciples to him, along with the 
Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and 
teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show 
deference to no one, for you do not regard people with partiality. 
17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar 
or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you 
putting me to the test, you hypocrites?  
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19 Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a 
denarius. 20 Then he said to them, “Whose head is this and whose 
title?” 21 They answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them,  
“Give therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God 
the things that are God’s.” 22 When they heard this, they were 
amazed, and they left him and went away. 

P.  The gospel of the Lord. 
C.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
Children are invited to come to the first pew for a teaching moment especially for them. 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY – Take My Life, That I May Be 
You are invited to stand as you are comfortable and sing. 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
A.   With the whole church, we confess our faith: 
 

C.   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A.  Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, 

we pray for the church and the world. 
A brief silence. 

 

Each petition ends: 
A.  Hear us, O God, 
C.  Your mercy is great. 
 

The prayers conclude: 
 

P.   Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken 
prayers and those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C.   Amen. 
 
PEACE 
We greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 
P.   The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C.   And also with you. 
You may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. Then please be seated. 
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+ MEAL + 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

GATHERING OUR OFFERING 
We offer gifts of time, talent, and treasure to God in thankfulness for all that 
God gives us. Augustana and Grace Lutheran Churches are grateful for the many 
ways our friends give to the work of God in the world! 
 

OFFERING MUSIC 
As our financial offerings are collected, music is played.  
 

OFFERING SONG – Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful      
Once the offering is collected, you are invited to stand as you are comfortable  
and join in singing. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
A.   Let us pray. God of creation…the leader continues… 

through loving care for our neighbors. 
C.  Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P.   The Lord be with you. 
C.   And also with you. 
 

P.   Lift up your hearts. 
C.   We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P.   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 
P.   It is indeed right…the pastor continues…join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
You are invited to sing.  
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P.   O God most mighty…the pastor continues… 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. 

C.  Amen! 
P.   Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. 
C.  Amen! 
P.   Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. 
C.  Amen! 
P.   O God, you are Breath…the pastor continues…life in you,  

now and forever. 
C.  Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P.   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C.  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P.   Christ invites you to this table.  

All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
C.  Thanks be to God! 
 

You may be seated. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
All who are baptized or have communed before are welcome to take part in this 
holy meal. If you feel drawn to receive the bread and cup of Holy Communion 
today, you are welcome to receive it! Jesus has set this table just for you.  
An usher will show you when to come forward, and our communion assistants  
can show you what to do if it is your first time with us. If you prefer to receive only  
a blessing today, you may cross your arms over your chest when you come forward  
to receive a blessing from the pastor. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
You are invited to sing as Holy Communion is prepared and distributed. 
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HYMN DURING COMMUNION – All My Hope                                      

  
 

When Holy Communion has concluded, you are invited to stand as comfortable.  
P.   The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,  

strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 
C.  Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A.   Let us pray. Sustaining God…the leader continues... 

in whose name we pray, 
C.  Amen. 
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+ SENDING + 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

BLESSING 
P.   The Lord bless you and keep you.  

 The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C.  Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG – God of Grace and God of Glory 

You are invited to sing and to face the cross as Jesus leads us into the world. 
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DISMISSAL 

A.   We share our mission statement: 
C.   As the body of Christ, we are called to love all, 

serve all, and welcome all! 
A.  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C.  Thanks be to God!  
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