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Putting the ‘fun in fundraising’ Chamber

Merry Widows change lives while adding life to Mardi Gras
Andrew Wedgbury
Nevada City Advocate
On Feb. 18, Nevada City residents and visitors will once again
be enjoying the annual Mardi
Gras Parade and related festivities. Entertaining floats, marching bands, unusual costumes,
colorful beads and a Mardi Gras
Street Faire attract thousands
ready to celebrate “Fat Tuesday”
in the downtown area.
One of the most notable participants in this year’s parade
is the Merry Widows Society
of California, a group that first
marched down Broad Street in
1993 as part of Joe Cain Days.
In 2017, the philanthropic group

noted its 25th anniversary of celebrating the Mardi Gras tradition
and is widely recognized as the
initial creative force behind what
is one of Nevada City’s most
popular weekends.
The original parade, which
was more a march down the
sidewalks, included a group of
widows (dressed in black) celebrating the memory of Joe Cain,
a Mobile, Alabama, man credited with renewing Mardi Gras
celebrations that were suspended
due to the Civil War. Part of Mobile’s Mardi Gras festivities featured groups of women marching to his grave. By 1994, the
Nevada City “Widows” thought
See Merry Widows on back page

Tom Durkin
Nevada City Advocate
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Maryann Crabb, the president of the Merry Widows, enjoys a ride in
a Mardi Gras Parade in Nevada City. The group celebrated its 25th
anniversary in 2017.

Live music scene keeps rockin’
More venues are hosting more bands in the area
Andrew Wedgbury
Nevada City Advocate
It is well known there is an
abundance of gold in the foothills in the form of artists, songwriters, musicians, and bands.
In the Nevada City-Grass Valley
area alone one can find a variety
of live music ranging from metal
to alt-country, from electronica
to cover bands, and everything
in between. Established clubs
such as Cooper’s and The Crazy
Horse present a dizzying array
of local and out of town talent
offering something for fans and
dancers throughout the week.
Restaurants and lounges such
as the Golden Era feature artists
playing folk, jazz, and originals.
And if you’re looking for a

elects new
officers,
sets goals
for 2018
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My Dallas Teens bring a new vibe to the historic National Hotel in downtown Nevada City.

Visual artist Rahlene Weeden hosts
concerts at the Warehouse in
Nevada City.

slice of cutting edge music in
a small, intimate venue with
the artist only a few feet away?
You’re in luck, because our area
also has live shows at unique lo-

Dudes, Park St. Riot, My Dallas Teens and Slutzville (to name
just a few) can present new music and alternative material to
See Music on page 2
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cations that receive little publicity but are venues for new music
and artists. Groups such as Big
Whoop, The Fit, Everyone is
Dirty, Meri St. Meri, Beautiful

As the new members of the
board of directors of the Nevada
City Chamber of Commerce prepare to be installed at the 116th
Annual Installation and Awards
Dinner Feb. 3, the Advocate
conducted an informal survey of
new and continuing directors.
We asked the members who
responded to requests for interviews what their top agenda
items are for 2018.
“My
top
focus is the
Nevada City
Classic Bike
Race,”
reported
Matt
Margulies, the
newly elected Matt Margulies
president of
the board. “We have moved the
Nevada City Classic Bike Race
to the weekend following Father’s Day.”
Additionally, the race committee has added more events
than last year, said the owner of
Matteo’s Public on Commercial
Street. Margulies has served on
the chamber board for six years,
but this is his first term as president.
In addition to Saturday
sprints up Broad Street, this year
will feature a brewfest and street
party Saturday night before the
See Chanber on page 11
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Music: ‘It’s basically like a house show’ at Warehouse

Continued from page 1

dedicated fans at two venues
with distinctly different backgrounds—The Warehouse and
The National Hotel in Nevada
City.
Rahlene Weeden is a visual
artist and runs a vintage clothing
business from a converted warehouse/garage/artists space in Nevada City, commonly known as
the Warehouse. Besides her own
artistic endeavors and business,
she also enjoys putting on music
shows at her location under the
name Stardust Station.
“It’s basically like a house
show,” she said. “We do it with
donations, there’s no cover and
you pay what you can, and we
give that to the bands. I also
sell vintage clothing during the
shows as well.” On a recent Saturday night, the show featured
The Horoscopes, Oshkosh, Dirty
West, and Big Whoop.
The Warehouse is located on
Nevada Street in Nevada City
and is a multi-use structure that
is zoned residential/commercial.
But once inside it is more like a
large L-shaped living room with
the furniture moved around to
accommodate the crowd. As the
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Anne Thorsby of Big Whoop at The
National Hotel.

music started with The Horoscopes, there were about 40 people of all ages sitting, standing,
and moving to the music, with
more coming in.
“I do a show about once a
month, and sometimes take a
month off in between to have a
little respite,” said Weeden.
She emphasized that she felt
the shows were beneficial not
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The Horoscopes at the Warehouse.

only for new bands, but audiences as well. “That’s why we
do it; I like to offer a different atmosphere and setting for a show.
A lot of my friends play music,
so it’s getting them out there, and
it’s not playing in a bar. It’s more
intimate and personal.” Rahlene
has been putting on shows at The
Warehouse for about three years.
When she first moved to The

Warehouse, she had a house
warming with music, and it went
so well it led to requests for more
shows. “People started asking
me if they could play a show
there again, and I said let’s go
ahead with it.” Show attendance
at the Warehouse varies according to bands and weather, she
noted.
“We’ve had 50 to 100 people,

HILLS
BUSINESS DISTRICT

both inside and outside at times.
Sometimes in the summer we
have the bands play outside,”
she added.
When considering a music
“incubator” environment, the
Nevada City/Grass Valley area
has a long history of growing
and presenting local talent, as
well as bringing in influential
bands from elsewhere. Many
older locals remember clubs
like The Bank Club, Big Al’s,
Duffy’s Success, Wiley’s and
Framastanyl’s, where a variety
of original music from Matinee
Forever to Verbal Abuse could
be heard. Most of those clubs are
long gone, as well as many other
venues offering opportunities for
up-and-coming bands.
However, one historical and
unlikely establishment has taken
on the role of presenting highly
inventive music from lesser
known bands — The National
Hotel.
The bar/lounge area of the
National Hotel is not exactly
what you would expect as a venue for new music from bands like
The Fit, Bret Shady, Cave Clove,
Everyone is Dirty, Jenny Don’t
See Music on back page

Nevada City’s
Other Downtown
• Shops • Restaurants • Brewery

• Movies • Groceries • Personal Care
• Furniture • Martial Arts • Florist
• Auto & Lawn Maintenance • And More!

Attract more
shoppers to
your business
in 7 Hills!

Your ad could be on this page
for a low community ad rate.

Call (530) 559-6378
Nevada City Advocat e

3 | January 2018

COMMUNITY

PHOTO SUBMITTED BY KVMR

A broadcaster works in the studio for Nevada City’s KVMRx, which streams 24/7 and features
a wide variety of programming.

KVMRx is off the
dial and thriving
Andrew Wedgbury
Nevada City Advocate

You’ve probably seen them around
town – those rectangular bumper stickers
showing a Zap comics-inspired cartoon
character with a scream-induced extended
tongue. The phrase on the sticker – “Off
the Dial – www. KVMRx.org,” is appropriate. After a quiet launch in April,
KVMR’s new offshoot online music
stream, KVMRx, is now becoming known
for offering a broad spectrum of indie pop
and counter-programming as local DJs run
free with a concept that allows maximum
creativity.
KVMRx Music Director Sean DooleyMiller sees the new stream as growing
through a peer-to-peer basis.
“It’s more of a grassroots thing right
now as more people find out about it and
tell their friends about it,” he said. “We
haven’t heavily promoted it on KVMR,
and we want to pinpoint listeners who find
something they like and keep coming back
to it. It’s still kind of unidentifiable how
many people we are really reaching.”
At any one time, listeners can find a
varying menu of music, including big
band, reggae, R&B, indie rock, explicit
rap, local musicians, live recordings, comedy, and whatever other sounds the DJs
are into, making for a fun and slightly addictive listening experience. The stream is
on 24/7, with about 40 to 50 percent of that
time being made up of live programming.
The other 50 percent of the time is made
up of peer-recorded shows or music that
Dooley-Miller programs for automated
play.
Lending even more flavors to KVMRx
are the on-air personalities that DJs are
encouraged to invent. Miles Beyond, Tiny
Tim, Dingbat Superminx and Dippy Twinkletoes are just a few of the unique characters presenting their favorite sounds.
“You don’t have to be yourself on the
air for that show. You can be whoever you
want to be,” said Dooley-Miller. “Creating alternate personalities is just one of the
ways of using the medium to its fullest.
And I like the notion of putting your trust
in someone to take you somewhere.”
In addition, he noted that the way the
KVMRx shows are set up the content is
not restricted by many of the normal FCC
radio station guidelines.
“It’s really refreshing,” he said.
“There’s so many songs you really want
to play, but there’s that one f-word about

halfway through the song and you don’t
want to use the seven-second delay button,
you want to play the song in its entirety.”
Another liberating aspect of the new
stream is that there are no real interruptions in the flow of the shows.
“We don’t require anyone to do PSAs
(Public Service Announcements), or promos, and we don’t have any underwriters
at this moment. So, it’s at its truest form,
it’s free-form,” he said. “If you can show
me you can press the buttons at the right
time, you could have a show.”
KVMR holds training sessions for prospective broadcasters about once a year,
but Dooley-Miller and KVMRx have
done four since its inception in April.
“It’s more of a workshop on how to
do a radio show and a technically-oriented
hands-on course,” he said. “Getting comfortable with the mechanical side of your
brain so your creative side can flourish.”
He noted that he has about 20 to 30
DJs working right now. “It’s also giving a
chance to someone who might be working
Monday through Friday, maybe has a kid,
who is in that age bracket that doesn’t allow for a really intense radio course, or going through all the hoops that we normally
have. The notion of right away being able
to create something at a reasonable hour
is exciting.”
Live local music is also an important
part of KVMRx, with shows around town
being recorded and then broadcast at a later date. The station personnel will go out
to the gig and set up the equipment and
record it, with KVMR supplying a sound
board that can multi-track individual instruments for later mixing.
“The benefits of being able to do that
is you can pick out all the blemishes and
present exactly what you want to present.
You can really take your time with it and
a make a beautiful piece, and shine a light
on artists that aren’t that well-known,” he
said.
Future plans for KVMRx entail getting more live programming shows and
expanding the listener base.
“I would love to have more live broadcasts, that has been KVMR’s bread and
butter for the community,” Dooley-Miller
said. “And I would definitely like to get
more high school and middle school students involved, taking a crack at learning
the ropes at a station. Showing them that
the medium itself is not gone, it’s merely
evolving. They can make a whole new
story out of the medium.”
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Karen Newell Young
& Stacy Drake

Around
Town

Local snags ‘Lady Bird’ gig

Coral Cunningham, who grew up in
Nevada City and attended Sierra Mountain
High School Independent Study Program,
is a costumer who racked up her first film
credit with the phenomenally successful
movie, “Lady Bird,” directed by Greta Gerwig. The 27-year-old began taking classes
at age 15 in art history from Sierra College before moving to San Francisco and
attending City College of San Francisco
and studying the same field. She went into
commercial work when she moved to Los
Angeles and eventually, through hard work
and contacts, scored the “Lady Bird” gig as
a costumer only a year ago at age 26. “Art
history gave me an incredible foundation,”
she said. “I can go back to it for points of
reference for the design process or be able
to talk to creators and directors who want
something different.” As far as advice to
those starting out in the field of costume
work, she said it’s not for everybody. “It
certainly did not happen overnight,” she

Jonathan Meredith

Rod Baggett

said. “I worked a lot of jobs that were not
well paid and didn’t have much of a social
life. It takes time and my patience paid off.”

opening of The Magic Theatre, now named
The Onyx, which has added a new screening room, along with a remodeled concession stand and new restrooms. Co-owner
Celine Negrete said the opening is still
weeks away and she will not know the date
until the last minute. An open house will be
set for the Thursday before the Friday that
the first movie will begin in the new theater.
Films will be screened Mondays through
Fridays and two matinees will be added to
weekends. She asks that film lovers follow
the theater’s website (http://theonyxtheatre.
com) and Facebook (page www.facebook.
com/TheOnyxTheatre).

Unified in Song

In an unusual collaboration, Miners
Foundry presents The Foundry Sings
from 6 to 9 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 24.
Rod Baggett, choral conductor at Nevada
Union High School and Seven Hills Middle
School, joins multi-instrumentalist and local
singer Jonathan Meredith, to lead dozens of singers unified in song. The event
will gather people of all ages and ability to
share in the process of learning music and
performing. The event will be filmed and
posted on YouTube. For more information,
visit minersfoundry.org.

Onyx aims for early 2018 opening

Movie buffs are keenly awaiting the re-

e

Grass Valley Wedding Fair

Joy of Life Events will host this year’s
Grass Valley Wedding Fair at the Nevada
City Fairgrounds from noon to 4 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 21. The Fairgrounds’ Main Street
Center will be transformed into a showcase

Coral Cunningham
for some of the top wedding and event vendors in Nevada County. You will have the
opportunity to compare services, styles, and
prices. For more information visit JoyofLifeEvents.com.

Around Town

features news from local residents and
organizations. You can send news
of noteworthy achievements, honors,
awards and scholarships to
karen.newell.young@gmail.com
or stacy@nevadacityadvocate.com.
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The flu bug is here so get prepared
People often ask, “What
should I do if I feel like I am
coming down with the flu?” Here
are some things to consider.
Even though it sometimes
means different things to some
people, flu is short for influenza,
a contagious illness caused by a
specific group of viruses. Symptoms usually start suddenly and
include fever, coughing, a sore
throat, muscle aches, headaches
and fatigue.
There are yearly outbreaks
of influenza tend to occur in the
winter months in climates like
ours and at any time of year in
the tropics. It arrived in Nevada
County in December, early compared to last year when it did not
really get underway until March.
Influenza can be serious, especially for young children, seniors and those with other medical conditions. According to the
CDC (Centers for Disease Control), every year thousands of
people in the U.S. die from influenza or complications of it and
thousands more are hospitalized.
The good news antiviral medications are available to treat it.

Unlike antibiotics, which kill
existing bacteria, antivirals prevent viruses from multiplying.
To be effective, these medicines,
known as neuraminidase inhibitors, must be started early in the
illness, ideally within the first 48
hours. But they still can be helpful if started later, especially for
those at high risk for complications, which includes children
younger than 5, adults 65 and
older, and people with underlying medical conditions. Antibiotics are ineffective against viruses.
The list of underlying conditions to be concerned about includes diabetes, lung problems

California’s new cannabis law
will be the topic of the Nevada
County Law Library’s Noon
time legal seminar that goes
from noon to 1 p.m. on Tuesday,
Jan. 16, at Nevada County Superior Court in Nevada City.
Attorney Heather Burke will
present the seminar that will look

at the Medical and Adult-Use
Cannabis Regulation and Safety
Act and regulations implemented by the Bureau of Cannabis
Control, the Department of Public Health, and the Department
of Food and Agriculture.
The cost is $15 for the public
and $30 for attorneys, who will

Dr. Roger Hicks

To your health

such as asthma or COPD, heart,
kidney and liver conditions,
neurological conditions, and immunosuppression, whether by
cancer treatment or HIV infection. Pregnant women within
two weeks of delivery and those
with a body mass index of 40 or
more and nursing homes are also
at high risk. Treatment can mean
the difference between having a
mild illness or a severe one that
requires hospitalization.
Vaccines also are available to
prevent the flu. Because influenza viruses constantly change,
a new vaccine is developed annually and the effectiveness varies from year to year. This year’s
outbreak is caused mainly by the
H3N2 strain of the Influenza A
virus, and predictions are that
this year’s vaccine will reduce
the disease by only about onethird. This makes antiviral medications more important than ever.
Other things that can help limit
the spread of the flu are cough
etiquette (covering your mouth
and nose when coughing), frequent handwashing and staying
home from work or school when

Court to hold seminar on new pot law

receive one hour of MCLE credit. To enroll or get more information, call 530-265-7161 or email
Law.Library@nccourt.net.

you are ill and avoiding others
when they are ill.
Dr. Roger Hicks is the president of the California Urgent
Care Association and medical director for Yubadocs Urgent Care
in Grass Valley.
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Child of the Gold Rush’s final days

Opera star Emma Nevada died as bombs rained on London

Steve Cottrell

Our History
Darkest Hour, released in
December, is a film recounting
challenges Winston Churchill
faced shortly after becoming
British Prime Minister in May
1940.
London is a long way from
Nevada City but watching a
movie trailer on television the
other day reminded me of Emma
Nevada, the great opera soprano
–– born Emma Wixom in 1859 at
Alpha Diggings, a mining camp
above the town of Washington.
While still an infant, Emma’s
family moved to Nevada City.
And when only three, she made
her public debut singing the National Anthem in the basement
of the Baptist Church at Spring

and South Pine streets, (now a
private residence).
The family later moved to
Austin, in what became the state
of Nevada. Then, in 1872, teenaged Emma left Austin to enter
Mills Seminary in Oakland,
(now Mills College), graduating
in 1876.
She wanted to be an opera
singer, which meant extensive
travel throughout Europe. So as
she prepared her voice for the
stage, she also learned several
languages at Mills –– including
German, French, Spanish and
Italian.
Barely 21, she made her operatic debut on May 17, 1880, at Her
Majesty’s Theatre in London. For
the next two years she performed
throughout Italy, Germany and
Austria and in 1883 made her
much-anticipated Paris debut.
Before embarking on a 30-year
career that ended with a 1910 performance in Berlin, however, she
decided to have a stage name.
Since she was born in Nevada
County and spent her youth in Nevada City and Austin, Nevada, she
chose the name Emma Nevada.
After great success in Europe,

Emma Nevada (1859-1940)
spent part of her childhood
in Nevada City.
she made two tours of the United
States in the 1880s but neither
brought her to Nevada City. Fortunately, she came here in 1902 for
a sold-out Nevada Theatre recital.
During that 1902 visit she
was escorted to three houses the
Wixom family had lived in during
their residency here, including the
home at 528 East Broad –– known
today as the Emma Nevada House
Bed & Breakfast.
She concluded her Nevada City
performance with “The Last Rose
of Summer,” then dropped the rose
she was holding and walked off
the stage –– never again to visit
here.
Emma and her husband, Dr.
Raymond Palmer, had one child,
Mignon, born in Paris in 1886.
Mignon also became a noted opera singer, but never gained the
level of acclaim enjoyed by her
mother.
After several years in Paris,
Emma and Dr. Palmer moved to

The Retreat House at the Convent of Our Lady of the Cenacle outside Liverpool, England, where Emma Nevada died in June 1940.

On June 20, 1940, two days after Winston Churchill warned the
House of Commons of imminent German aerial attacks, Emma
Nevada died at a convent near Liverpool.
London, where they lived until
his death 1936. She then moved
to Hampstead, a London borough.
But when war broke out in Europe,
an ailing Emma Nevada –– a Protestant who converted to Catholicism in 1884 –– was brought to
the Retreat House at the Convent
of Our Lady of the Cenacle near
Liverpool in northwest England.

On June 18, 1940, Prime
Minister Churchill reminded the
House of Commons that England
was vulnerable to aerial attacks,
“which will certainly be made
very soon upon us by bomber
forces of the enemy,” adding, “I
expect that the Battle of Britain is
about to begin.”
He was right, of course. And
Liverpool, an important port city,
became a prime target for the
Luftwaffe.
As Churchill spoke to the
House of Commons that day,
81-year-old Emma Nevada lay comatose at the convent. Two days
later, as bombs fell on London,
the iconic child of the Gold Rush
died.
On June 22, 1940 –– the day
Emma was buried at the St. Peter
and St. Paul Churchyard in the
Liverpool borough of Merseyside
–– the Associated Press reported
on German bombing raids in and
around Liverpool, saying, “The
roar of violent explosions and the
scream of air raid warnings sent
residents into shelters today.”
The bombing also forced an
abrupt end to graveside services for a Nevada County native
daughter.
Emma (Wixom) Nevada, born
in a Nevada County mining camp
in 1859, was buried as Germans
dropped bombs on England. I
guess the Gold Rush wasn’t really
that long ago, was it?
Steve Cottrell is a historian,
former city councilman and mayor and a longtime Nevada City
resident. He now lives in St. Augustine, Fla. He can be reached
by emailing exnevadacitymayor@
gmail.com.
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New group takes fire
prevention to new level

Kent Rees

Firewise

A new organization has been
formed that promises to take fire
safety to a new level in Nevada
County. Firewise Communities is
composed of representatives from
each of our Firewise Communities
that work hard in their neighborhoods to promote safe practices
in a dangerous wildfire environment. As part of a well-respected
national movement, the Firewise
Communities are trained and supported by the Fire Safe Council of
Nevada County.
With a seat at the table in our
Coalition, all Firewise Communities can now speak with a unified,
independent voice to tackle fire
safety problems that cut across
the entire county. This Coalition,
growing in leaps and bounds, is
currently made up of 45 Firewise

Communities. Some are big such
as Alta Sierra and Lake of the
Pines and some are small such as
road associations and tiny neighborhoods tucked away in the
forest. Nevertheless, their total
geographical footprint is huge, encompassing nearly 50,000 people.
That’s nearly half the population
of Nevada County.
Our initial Coalition meetings
tell us we have much in common even though our groups are
spread over a wide region. We are
reminded of the recent horrific
fires in Napa County and Southern California, as well as those
closer to home. These events give
us renewed focus on early warning systems, safe access, property
clearance, getting emergency help,
tapping into local resources, and
this is just the beginning.
The dangerous interface between people and wildlands is getting the best of us. Even a recordbreaking rain year did not stop
California from having a recordbreaking fire year. We agree that it
can no longer be business as usual
and need to try new things involving new players who see that fire
is everyone’s fight, not just the
work of the fire departments and
organizations such as the Fire Safe

Council.
The Coalition has started to
take on challenging issues. We are
determined to improve evacuation
protocols and emergency warning
systems so that people can get out
of their residences safely and efficiently, reducing the risk of entrapment and death. We are working to
improve property clearance laws
and ordinances to include more
robust inspection, follow-through
and enforcement, and we are starting with appeals to state government. We are working to partner
with real estate interests in Nevada
County to upgrade client information about defensible space requirements prior to the close of a
transaction, eliminating the gaps in
knowledge that can leave people
vulnerable in a changing wildfire
environment.
Speaking with a forceful voice,
the Coalition of Firewise Communities recognizes that we must
make fire safety a priority and
bring together the whole community around the idea of beating
back the serious fire threat. We
will never be completely safe, but
we can take immediate steps to become a lot safer.
Kent Rees is the chair of the Coalition of Firewise Communities.

Grass Valley Chamber Board of Director Susan Rice Chair presents the chamber’s Business of
the Year award to Ray Byers Sr. and Ray Byers Jr.at the organization’s annual Officer Installation
Breakfast on Dec. 7.

Byers Enterprises named Grass
Valley’s business of the year

Byers Enterprises received
the Greater Grass Valley Chamber of Commerce’s 2017 Business of the Year award at the
organization’s annual Officer
Installation Breakfast on Dec. 7.
“Byers Enterprises has been
an important part of our community for many years,” said Susan
Rice, the chamber’s board director. “The Greater Grass Valley
Chamber of Commerce wanted
to recognize Byers for its 30

years of contributions to our local economy and its continued
dedication to local philanthropy.”
Rod Byers Jr. said the business was honored to receive the
award.
“This was a very proud and
humbling morning,” he said. ‘I
am so proud of our team and the
work we have been able to do
here in Nevada County.”
“We like to joke about the
choice to be in Nevada County

as ‘the pine cone tax’ but we
wouldn’t trade the quality of life
here for anything,” Rod Byers
Sr. added. “Thank you Greater
Grass Valley Chamber of Commerce for offering such a tremendous base for Byers Enterprises
to grow for 30 years and for this
unexpected honor.”
Past award recipients include
Beam Easy Living Center, SPD,
and Sierra Nevada Gold magazine.

Reach new customers in Roseville,
Marysville & Sacramento

TO ADVERTISE
Nevada City
Advocatee

E-mail: Stacy@nevadacityadvocate.com

or call Stacy at 530-559-6378

8 | January 2018

COMMUNITY
Habitat to hold two meetings
Nevada County Habitat for Humanity will hold
application
informational meetings at 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, Jan. 10, and at
1 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 13, at
Grass Valley United Methodist Church at 246 S. Church
St.
Those who attend either
session will learn about the
affordable-housing program

and if they qualify for it. The
basic qualifications include
a demonstrated need for
housing, a willingness to
partner with Habitat and
contribute sweat equity, and
documentation of income.
For more information,
visit nchabitat.org. To reserve and confirm attendance
at the meetings, call Shauna
McKenna at 530-274-1951.

Successful clothing drive
Debbie Grant and Carolyn Reck of Grass
Valley Periodontics gather items for Project
Warmth, a United Way of Nevada County
initiative that collected more than $4,000
worth of coats, warm hats, gloves and socks
for local residents. Dr. Navneet Arora of
Grass Valley Periodontics alone donated
more than $1,000 worth of new jackets.
Businesses throughout the area participated
in the collection drive.

GRASS
VALLEY
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Realtors • Wineries
Books • Home Decor
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Vietnam vet to perform at Fringe Festival
‘Return to the Scene of the Crime’ one of 40 shows at 10-day event
Last year, David Kleinberg
went back to Vietnam for the
first time in 50 years to visit
where his buddies died in a bunker he should have been in and
to perform his acclaimed oneman show about the war – “Hey,
Hey, LBJ!” – under threat of arrest from the Communist government.
“I was up every night at
3 looking for the first flight
home,” Kleinberg says. “The
feelings were so intense. I really
came to Vietnam to do the play,
but the past overwhelmed me.
And I didn’t come to the country
to write a sequel to ‘LBJ,’ but
that’s what ended up happening.
Kleinberg’s new solo theater
work – “Return to the Scene of
the Crime” – makes four appearances at the UU Community
of the Mountains as part of the
Nugget Fringe Theater Festival,
which runs with 40 shows and
120 performances from Jan. 18
to 28 at six venues in downtown
Grass Valley.

David Kleinberg, at Cu Chi as an Army combat correspondent
in 1960.
Kleinberg was an army combat correspondent for the 25th
Infantry Division at Cu Chi, 30
miles northwest of then Saigon.

He was in Bangkok on R&R on
April 10, 1967, with nine days
left before returning home when
the rocket hit his bunker at Cu

Chi, killing and wounding all his
buddies.
“Back then every night back
in at Cu Chi, we always used to
talk about two things – how f----d up the war is and how we’re
all just counting the number of
days until we can go home.”
When Kleinberg returned
from Vietnam, he joined the anti-war movement.
In the new work, David goes
back to Cu Chi. “I wanted to go
stand behind my typewriter,” he
says, “and look at the pictures
of my mom and my dad and
my sisters and brother. But, of
course, it’s all gone. Instead Cu
Chi is just a tourist site where
visitors can walk through ‘Viet
Cong’ tunnels that have been
built to accommodate the size of
western tourists.
“A lot of magical things
happened during this journey,”
Kleinberg adds. “Did I get to
perform ‘LBJ’ in Ho Chi Minh?
Did the communists intervene?
See Kleinberg on page 10
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Kleinberg: To do four shows

Continued from page 9
What happened on my visit to Cu Chi? Did
I find the house and alley way where I lived
for three months in Saigon while editing
the 25th infantry division newspaper?”
Kleinberg says you’ll have to catch one
of the shows to find out, adding only that,
David Kleinberg returned to Vietnam
in 2017. Here, he enjoys a large bowl
of soup that cost $1.25.

“When I did ‘Return’ in Washington, the
DCist theater critic wrote that ‘Return’ was
“riveting . . . the last 15 minutes . . . astonishing.”
“Return to the Scene of the Crime” will
be shown at 8:30 p.m. on Jan. 20, 7 p.m. on
Jan. 21, 8 p.m. on Jan. 26, and 2 p.m. on
Jan. 28 at 246 South Church St. in Grass
Valley. For ticket and more information
about the festival, visit nuggetfringe.com
or call 530-366-5888.
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Chamber: Installation
Dinner set for Feb. 3
Continued from page 1

58th running of the race on
Sunday, June 24, he said.
Margulies explained the
race date change was to attract
more people to the “best yet”
Nevada City Classic. He said
the Father’s Day holiday itself
and the Father’s Day Bluegrass
Festival drew too many people
away from the second-oldest
bike race in the country.
Other directors

Carissa Stroh

been serving on the chamber
board for six years.
The owner of Asylum Down,
Yabobo and California Gold
revealed what she has learned
from her service with the chamber:
“You know, you may have
been here all these years in your
community, but when you’re on
the board of directors, you really start to feel such a strong
connection to the people around
you.
“It’s a great learning experience,” Peterson said.

“I was surprised to be elected,” laughed Barbara Johnson, Homer
who owns, with her husband Nottingham
Installation dinner
Ken, the Madison House bedand-breakfast on Broad Street.
The 10 new directors and this year’s
Johnson said she was surprised, be- chamber community award winners will
cause she’s only lived here four years. be honored Saturday, Feb. 3, at Miners
Nevertheless, she has a clear vision of Foundry. Cocktails are at 6 p.m. and dinwhat she wants to accomplish with the ner is a 7 p.m.
chamber.
This year’s new Nevada City Cham“My agenda is to assist and cooper- ber of Commerce directors, in addition to
ate as much as I can to help the chamber Johnson, Nottingham, Stroh and Tanner,
achieve its goals,” she said.
are:
“If Nevada City prospers, we all pros• Matthew H. Haas, associate member
per. That’s my motto,” Johnson added.
• Hilary Hodge, Sierra Commons
Newly elected director Homer Not• Tom Coleman, The National Hotel
tingham is a classic chamber booster.
• Linda Hansen, Nevada City
“I will strive to show others the fun
Chocolate Shoppe
and fellowship chamber members have
• Gretchen Bond, Miners Foundry
with one another,” said the owner of Vital
• Teresa Berliner-Mann, J.J. Jackson’s
Energy Arts.
The winners of the chamber’s comFurthermore, “NC Chamber partners munity awards for 2017 are Pascale Fusswith a number of organizations that of- hoeller, Elza Kilroy Award for outstandfer products and services that can support ing community service; Barbara Tanner,
businesses,” Nottingham noted.
the Dr. Leland and Sally Lewis Visual
Carissa Stroh, general manager of Fri- Arts Award; Sierra Stages, the Dr. Leland
ar Truck’s Restaurant, also knows what and Sally Lewis Performing Arts Award;
she wants to accomplish during her first Rebecca Coffman, the Stan Halls Architerm on the board.
tectural Award; Music in the Mountains
“As a director, my goal is to continue Young Composers Program, the Live
moving Nevada City forward while not Music Award; and Dan Reinhard Masonlosing sight of our history and unique cul- ry, the W. Lon Cooper New Construction
ture,” she said.
Award.
Stroh added, “My only agenda is to
The Annual Nevada City Chamber of
make sure our decisions are working to- Commerce Installation and Awards Dinward that goal.”
ner is open to the public. Tickets are $50
Elected as an associate member of the and can be obtained by calling the chamchamber this year, Barbara Tanner is fo- ber at 265-6174.
cused on “promoting economic prosperity for the business community … (while)
Tom Durkin is a freelance writer and
maintaining and preserving the charm of photographer in Nevada County. Contact
Nevada City.”
him at tdurkin@vfr.net or www.tomdurLike Margulies, Peggy Peterson has kin-writer.net.
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Merry Widows: Raised Music: The National
music scene thriving
$80,000 for scholarships
Continued from page 1
philanthropy and the spirit of
Mardi Gras was a good mix for
Nevada County. Each member
portrays a different fictional widow of Joe Cain, with names such
as Sugar Cain, Xyla Cain, Lana
Cain, and Candy Cain – you get
the picture.
“In the early days it wasn’t
really a parade, and we hadn’t
thought about how to contribute
to the community,” said Maryann Crabb, president of the Merry Widows. “It was just a chance
to have fun with some friends.
But as part of the Joe Cain Society we were required to do something to benefit the community.
We actually started by helping
fix up cemeteries in Nevada City.
Then one of our founding members, Gina Thompson, came up
with a proposal to start a scholarship fund for single parents.”
The scholarship fund raising
remains the most important function of the Merry Widows today.
The group has used its humorous
annual newspaper, The Merry
Widow Gazette, to raise over
$80,000 through the years for
about 70 low-income, single-parent families. Many generous donors and advertisers are always
ready to help support the paper.
“At the Sierra College Scholarship Awards ceremony, it’s
heartwarming to see our recipients’ children. They look so
proud when they see their parents receive recognition for doing so well in school,” she said.
“And our financial aid allows
these hardworking students a
chance to spend more time with
their children.”
There have been 41 members
since 1993 that have taken their
place as part of the 12 Merry

PHOTO SUBMITTED BY MERRY WIDOWS

Current Merry Widows, front row, left to right Maryann Crabb, Jonathan
Meredith, Miriam Morris, Ellen Dana, in back, Jodine Noel, Debbie Hake,
Mary Ellen Sorci, Sue Coziah, Adriana Kelly and Kathy Wedgbury.

Widows, but the element of fun
and camaraderie remains constant. “We haven’t changed that
much. As our motto says, we still
put fun in everything we do,”
Maryann said. “We put the ‘fun’
in fundraising.”
One look at The Merry Widow Gazette and it is apparent
how much fun the Widows can
have with various subjects. With
a colorful cover usually created
by cartoonist Bob Crabb, the
paper is packed with humorous
stories, photos, gossip, recipes,
history, and of course, pictures
of the Widows. The 2017 issue
featured a “Sirens of the Sea”
cover, a theme from the Constitution Day Parade. On occasion, the group will also march
in that annual parade, bringing
attention to current issues. For
the 2017 parade, the Merry Widows had a message of “Get Your
Tails to The Voting Booth,” and
the members donned elaborate
mermaid and aquatic sea creature costumes.
“The Mardi Gras parade is
the main event for us,” Maryann
said, “but when the spirit moves

us, we participate in the Constitution Day Parade.”
One of the most popular aspects of the Mardi Gras Parade
is the handing out of beads. The
Widows enlist the aid of an available friend or husband to roll
a large wheelbarrow down the
street full to the brim with hundreds of colorful bead necklaces.
The Widows walk on either side
of the street giving out beads
and smiles and receiving many
in return. In the wild and wooly
“old days,” beads were thrown
to the crowd, along with jets of
water and prizes, but it now has
become a safer event for all ages.
Now that 2018 has arrived,
Maryann is hopeful that the
Merry Widows can reach the
$100,000 fundraising mark and
continue its mission of helping single parents reach their
academic goals. Members of the
Society look forward to having
a good time in the Mardi Gras
Parade each year, but know that
the real enjoyment is in helping
students with a scholarship.
For more information, email
maryanncrabb@yahoo.com.

The Prosecution and Assassination of Jean Paul Marat as
Performed by the Inmates of the
Asylum of Charenton Under the
Direction of the Marquis de Sade
will be shown on three weekends
from Jan. 26 to Feb. 10 at Nevada Theatre in downtown Nevada City.
The play by Peter Weiss is a
co-production by Nevada City
Live! and The UpStart Theatre

Company, a new organization.
As its lengthy title notes, the
production concerns the assassination of Jean Paul Marat, a
leader of the French Revolution
famously murdered in his bath
by former lover Charlotte Corday. The Marquis de Sade was
incarcerated at Charenton for
12 years and wrote and directed
plays performed by the inmates
there. A chorus of inmates per-

form double roles — as inmates
of the asylum and as historical
characters played by the inmates.
The UpStart Theatre Company production is directed
by Danny McCammon and designed by Pam Hodges, with
musical direction by Paul Emery. For ticket and more information, visit paulemerymusic.
com or upstarttheatrecompany
.com

Mary Brave Eyes, a social
justice play that has a cast of 16
kids, five adults and one dog,
and a crew of 25, will be shown
at Off Center Theatre as part of
the Nugget Fringe Theatre Festival that goes from Jan. 18-28 in
Grass Valley.
From the Fringe Festival,

the play will tour eight middle
schools in Nevada County. An
educational Talk Back session
is scheduled after each assembly where the young cast will
discuss bullying issues with students. Lyman Gilmore, Ready
Springs, Nevada City School of
the Arts, Magnolia, Grass Valley

Charter, Union Hill, Seven Hills
and Yuba River Charter School
are all part of the tour.
For ticket and more information about the play, visit nuggetfringe.com. For more information on the school tour and
anti-bullying sessions, email
janineandgalen@gmail.com.

Upstart Theatre to hold debut production

Cast to tour schools after Fringe Festival
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Continued from page 2
and the Spurs, and others. The
décor is right out of the 1800s,
from the dim lighting to the polished bar to the martini shakers
on the wall. It has a long history
of karaoke (Friday and Saturday
nights), jazz (Sunday nights) and
a regular DJ. And now, alternative music on a frequent but unscheduled basis.
Tom Coleman, owner of the
National, was approached by
Jason Graham from Big Whoop
about doing a show in the
lounge. Coleman has had bands
and various music at the National since 1979, and thought it was
a good idea. “He came to me and
asked about doing a show, and I
checked with our karaoke guy to
make sure he wouldn’t mind the
night off, and it went from there.
Jason was the first, and now others are calling about shows. It’s
not regularly scheduled. I get a
call asking about a certain date,
and if it’s ok, they book a month
in advance and use the internet
to publicize it,” he said.
Graham has been a musician
in Nevada County for 23 years
and has been putting on shows
for many years. “Tom has always been pretty willing to do
anything anyone wants at the
National,” he said. “All one has
to do is show the initiative to
produce a show.” He has done
about 15 shows at the National
in the past year, and believes the
opportunities for original bands
have gotten a little better in the
past year. “There was a big lull
there for a bit when a couple of
venues closed, changed hands,
or stopped doing live music.”
Response to the shows has
been good, said Coleman. “I’ve
had all positive feedback to the
shows. The only negative comments I’ve heard is because I’m
not having karaoke. And that’s
not anything negative towards
the bands.” Music is a big part of
the National schedule, he said. “I
try and have bands, if we have
them, on Wednesdays and Sundays, and a jazz band on Sunday
nights. And then the first Sunday
of every month in the lobby we
have a group of 15-20 musicians
– strings, violins, bass, guitar –
just show up and have a good
time playing a sort of Cajun/
bluegrass music together,” he
added.
Listening,
photographing
and participating in this local
music scene is photojournalist
(and ardent pop philosopher)
Mike Meals, a true music lover
who sees hundreds of shows
per year. He is an avid supporter of live music and a frequent
visitor to the Warehouse and the
National, as well as Cooper’s,
Crazy Horse, McGee’s, the Haven, Elixart, the Stonehouse, the
Brass Rail, Center for the Arts
– anywhere that’s offering live
entertainment. It is not unusual
for Mike to see shows in the Bay
Area, Sacramento, and Grass
Valley all in the same weekend.

“The National is an intimates space with low lighting,
it’s very atmospheric with the
whole historical environment,”
said Meals. “It’s become an important music venue for the days
of future punk rock’s past,” he
said with a smile. He said he
has seen an interesting variety
of musical styles come through
the turn-of-the-century room.
“Post punk alternative rock, altfolk, electronic, some hard rock,
bands like My Dallas Teens and
Big Whoop, plus there’s visiting
bands that will play shows with
local bands.”
One of the unique aspects of
the National according to Meals
is the availability of the room for
mid-week shows. “If somebody
gets a bead on a band that’s on
tour between, say, Santa Cruz
and Portland, and need some extra income, they’ll book them in
on a weeknight along with whatever local band is available. It’s
a good venue for an emergency
pop up show,”
Meals noted that the National, as well as The Warehouse,
the Unchurch, and others, are
good places for bands that have
a limited fan base but a good
friend base. Self-promotion,
word of mouth and social media
can bring in enough people for a
decent crowd at both rooms. He
said there are a handful of promoters around the area that put
together shows for the bigger
venues and stages such as Center
for the Arts and Miners Foundry
and expect to draw a certain demographic for each venue. However, attendance for shows at
smaller venues such as Off-Center Stage, the National and The
Warehouse can be unpredictable
for many new artists that are just
honing their sound.
“Some bands are now really
developing their own style and
playing with a lot of passion,
like Shotgun Sawyer or The
Bootlegs. They are in a group of
local bands that I think are very
worthwhile but up until now
they’ve had a limited audience.
But now that’s growing just by
the nature of how they are developing. They’re also playing out
of the area a lot now, and if you
see them live you’re just going
to go and tell other people about
it.”
While it is impossible to fully
cover the ever-changing music
scene in our area, it has become
obvious that there is no lack of
local talent bubbling and circulating in venues small and large.
Depending on the night, show
goers can go from an ethereal
alt-punk sound at the National to
being slammed by a metal band
at Coopers to sweaty dancing to
a funk band at the Crazy Horse.
And while you’re at it, why not
stop in for an amazing solo act
at one of the many restaurants?
It all adds up to the continuing
rediscovery of true gold in our
area through the support for new
artists and sounds.

