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Yuba Bus charters a new path
Shuttle service
gets traction in
its second year
Stacy Drake
Nevada City Advocate
While on a family outing
to the Highway 49 Crossing of the South Fork of the
Yuba River, a comment born
out of frustration about the
lack of safe parking near
the river by Kathy Dotson
spawned an enterprising

idea.
The question of “why
isn’t there a shuttle service to the river?” was
addressed by her husband,
Brett, who would partner
with Dave Preston, aka
“Preston,” in 2016. They
purchased a 20-passenger
ADA compliant shuttle
bus and then designed the
exterior with a simple,
clean look that reflects
the community and the
river. The Yuba Bus was
born.

See Yuba Bus on page 12

Madelyn Helling
creates a legacy
of giving back
Karen Newell Young
Nevada City Advocate

PHOTO BY STACY DRAKE

Dave Preston and Brett Dotson stand in front of the Yuba Bus parked on Coyote
Street in Nevada City where regular pickups to the river will take place.

Elementary school gets new tenant
Growing Sierra
Academy moves
to Nevada City
Andrew Wedgbury
Nevada City Advocate
The Sierra Academy of Expeditionary Learning (SAEL)
graduating class of 2018 will
be the first for the school at its
new location, the
former Nevada
City Elementary
School in Nevada
City. Now housed
in portable buildErica Crane
ings near Silver
Springs High School in Grass
Valley, the Expeditionary Learning (EL) school will occupy the
venerable 1930s building by
July.
Students and staff are excited

Nevada City Elementary School was dedicated in 1938.
about the upcoming move, but
none perhaps more than Principal Erica Crane.
“It’s such a great opportunity
for the kids,” she said. “The idea

Making
a name
for herself

of a full school, with our own
classrooms, auditorium, our own
space, that is such an excellent
position for us.”
SAEL recently signed a 10-

PHOTO BY ANDREW WEDGBURY

year lease with the Nevada City
School District for the use of the
NCE campus, which formerly
housed the Yuba River Charter
See School on back page

When she was growing up in
North Dakota, Madelyn Helling
used books as her magic carpet
ride. Those pre-Internet stories took her to big cities, exotic places and
a home beyond
her small-town
roots.
It was a
long way from
Bismarck
to
Nevada
City. Madeyln
E v e n t u a l l y , Helling
she
became
something of a local folk hero,
lending her name to our county
libraries, as well as to the promotion of much of their history and
educational efforts.
After she retired as county librarian in 1991, she spent much
of her time volunteering for an
assortment of nonprofits, including the League of Women
Voters, Nevada County Narrow
Gauge Railroad Museum, Nevada County Historical Society
and the American Association
of University Women. She still
does.
Now, she has time to read all
the books she wants. Although
her reading habits have always
been the same, she says – lots of
books and lots of community involvement.
See Helling on page 13
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Council considers busking ordinance

Steelin’ Dan,
Rayos to play
Street musician wants licenses issued in Nevada City
at benefit
Tom Durkin
Nevada City Advocate
concert in GV

From the ages 18 to 28, Janssen Kuhn busked for a living
from Portland, Oregon, to freezing subway tunnels in New York
City.
Now 34, Kuhn plays his violin (not a fiddle) on the sunny
corner of Broad and Pine streets
in downtown Nevada City.
These days, he busks “for fun,”
although he still enjoys the coins
and bills tossed into his violin
case.
Since he is one of the better
known – and best dressed – local buskers, Kuhn has become
something of an advocate for local street performers’ rights and
responsibilities.
On March 14 during the
public comments portion of
the Nevada City Council meeting, Kuhn proposed that the
city adopt a busking ordinance.
Sometimes, transient buskers do
not respect the rights of established local buskers, he told the
council.
Furthermore, he explained

PHOTO BY TOM DURKIN

Busker Janssen Kuhn plays on in downtown Nevada City as a passer-by donates a dollar under the watchful eye of
Kuhn’s dog, Rex.

competition for busking spots intensifies in September and October when trimmigants (itinerant
marijuana trimmers, often from
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other countries and cultures) occupy Nevada City and compete
with local buskers.
By law, the council could

not discuss or vote on Kuhn’s
suggestion, but Mayor Duane
Strawser affirmed the council
See Busking on page 15

HILLS
BUSINESS DISTRICT

A benefit concert for Music
& Memory, which helps those
with Alzheimer’s, will be held
at 8 p.m. on Saturday, April 7, at
The Center for the Arts in downtown Grass Valley.
The concert will feature the
tribute band Steelin’ Dan and The
Rayos, a local band Proceeds
from sponsors and donations at
the event will be used to expand
the Music & Memory program
at Nevada County memory care
communities.
The concert is sponsored by
The Center For The Arts and
Tuneswork, a Sacramento based
non-profit that raises money for
therapeutic music programs. It
is also supported by Eskaton,
Partners In Care, Sierra Nevada
Memorial Hospital and KVMR
radio.
For ticket and more information, call 530-274-8384 or visit
centerforthehearts.org.

Nevada City’s
Other Downtown
• Shops • Restaurants • Brewery

• Movies • Groceries • Personal Care
• Furniture • Martial Arts • Auto Repair
• Auto Parts • And More!

Attract more
shoppers to
your business
in 7 Hills!

Your ad could be on this page
for a low community ad rate.

Call 530-277-1880
or 530-559-6378
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(L -R) Krissi DeKowzan, Rebekah Martino, Tasa Proberts, Heidi Gross and Karen
Leigh Sharp are performing in Sweet Nothin’s at Off Broadstreet Theatre in downtown Nevada City.

The magic remains
for Off Broadstreet

Theater has been doing its way for 30 years
Andrew Wedgbury
Nevada City Advocate
For almost 30 years, Off Broadstreet
Theatre has entertained crowds at its
home, hidden away on Commercial
Street. The brainchild of Jan Kopp and
John Driscoll opened on Sept. 22, 1989,
and has now produced more than 60
original shows that have built a large and
loyal following.
Originally the site of the Magic Theater movie house at 305 Commercial St.,
Kopp and Driscoll opened their venue
after only a few weeks of preparation,
renovation and rehearsal. Since those
simple beginnings, Off Broadstreet has
developed into a prime Nevada City attraction.
“We had decided we were going to
do ‘Dress Rehearsal,’ which we had
done over at the old York Street Blues,”
Driscoll said. “We started working on
that at our house, with the cast in our
pool house. We had issues and delays
about getting in the building, but when
we finally got in here at the beginning of
September, we had 18 days to completely gut it, renovate it, build a stage, put up
lights, a director’s booth and a dressing
room, and open with ‘Dress Rehearsal
II.’ ”
Over the years the couple has hit on
a successful combination of music, comedy and memorable characters that has
led to many sold out shows. “We try and
put out an honest product that entertains
people,” he said. “And more and more
when people are leaving after a show,
they say ‘thank you for being here. We
look forward to this every time we have
visitors from out of town. We bring them
here because it always feels good.’”
A big part of the intimate feel of Off
Broadstreet is not only its small size,
but also Kopp and Driscoll themselves.
Before every show the couple circulates
through the theater, visiting just about
every table and personally greeting patrons. At the end of the production, they
and the cast are at the front door, meeting
customers and thanking old friends.
“Another thing that’s so neat about it
is that because people come regularly,
and it’s a small venue, they’re seeing
people they’ve seen before, so it’s like

a party with your neighbors at Jan and
John’s house,” Driscoll said.
The current production at Off Broadstreet is called “Sweet Nothin’s,” starring Karen Leigh Sharp, Krissi DeKowzan, Tasa Proberts, Rebekah Martino and
Heidi Gross. The musical revue, another
original by Kopp and Driscoll, explores
“The Year of the Woman” through songs
that span decades with close harmony
vocals by the cast and a comedic script
about a political fundraiser.
Driscoll explained that every show
that they write comes from a different
place and that for this show they saw that
with women gaining more recognition,
and Off Broadstreet having a history of
an entertainment “underdog,” a seed for
a show had been planted.
“A kind of ongoing theme for many
of our shows is being the scrappy underdog,” he added. The new show features
an all-female cast, many of whom have
never been on stage at Off Broadstreet
before.
“They’re telling the story of the evolution of women in our society from the
1960s through the present through song.
They’re putting on this fundraiser for a
woman, Elizabeth Estrada, who’s running as an independent for the Third
Congressional District in L.A., and it’s
all about women coming into power,”
Driscoll said.
As a humorous aside, he said he
thought that if the grandmothers were
in charge of things, there would be a lot
more communication, leading to a safer
and more humane place. “Women collaborate, and that’s what we need.”
The evolution of each script is different, and while some that the duo writes
are entirely put together before working
on rehearsals, this one was unique. For
“Sweet Nothin’s,” they first looked at the
songs that tied into the message of women’s evolution, then got together with the
cast to see how they worked together.
Three of the actors Driscoll had never
worked with before, so chemistry was
important. From that point, lines were
written that most suited the actors and
their characters.
“We wanted to see what natural gifts
that they brought to the character as a
See Off Broadstreet on page 13
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Miners Foundry helps them find their voice

Community sing event looking for its next pop-up choir
Tom Durkin
Nevada City Advocate
On the evening of Jan. 24 about 150
mostly strangers gathered in Miner’s
Foundry Stone Hall to sing Crosby, Stills
& Nash’s iconic song “Teach Your Children.”
After a few rehearsals and four recording takes later, the choir of mostly amateurs celebrated a clean take of the song
in impressive three-part harmony.
“It took us less than two hours to put it
together,” said Rod Baggett, grinning like
the Cheshire Cat from Alice in Wonderland. Baggett directed the “pop-up” choir.
“We didn’t know what to expect,” admitted Pamela Meek, board member of
Miner’s Foundry, but, “It still exceeded
our expectations.”
The first Foundry Sings was so successful that three more are planned for
this year, Meek said. The next community
sing is set for Wednesday April 11.
And the next song is?
“It’s a semi-secret,” Baggett grinned.
Then he admitted, “I have to figure out
what it is.”
Meek said it hasn’t been decided yet
whether to announce the song in advance
or let it be a surprise to people.
No experience required
“You don’t even have to be able to
read music,” said Meek. “This is perfect
for people who like to sing in the shower.”
“Everybody sings,” affirmed Baggett,
the longtime choral director for Nevada
Union High School and member of the
Sierra Capella choir.
The only “audition” is “Can you hit
this note?” Meek explained. She said this
is how Baggett breaks the choir into “low,
middle and high” groups for the threepart harmony.
Baggett noted that he and multi-instrumentalist Jonathan Meredith collaborated
on the arrangement.
During the event, everyone was, literally, on the same page. The singers all got
the same lyric sheet with the three parts
clearly marked.
“I rehearsed each group for about 10
minutes,” he said.
Then he blended the groups, complete
with the soul-stirring counter melody. It’s
obvious from the celebration on the YouTube video that they knew it when they
nailed it.
The group rehearsals and four com-

Cutline

Cutline
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Rod Baggett directed a “pop-up” choir of about 150 people on Jan. 24 at Miners Foundry in downtown Nevada City. He will
direct the next Foundry Sings on April 11.

Take a look and listen

A video of The Foundry
Sings can be found
at youtube.com/
watch?v=3ROhY3VpnPg.
For more information on
the event, call 530-2655040 or visit miners
foundry.org

plete takes gave videographer/editor
Janapriyan Levine the opportunity to get
enough footage to create the masterful illusion of a multi-camera shoot with his
single camera.
The multiple takes “ allowed me to get
close ups and move through the crowd,”
Levine said. “I look forward to watching
this evolve.”
A dream comes true
“We only sold about 30 tickets in advance,” Meek recalled, but on the night of
the event, “they just started streaming in!”
The Foundry asks for a $10 donation
to participate, so advance tickets weren’t
really necessary – but that may change in
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SUBMITTED PHOTO

Everybody was on the same page at the initial The Foundry Sings in January.
the future. The maximum capacity of the
acoustically ideal Stone Hall is 300.
Both Baggett and Meek said they expect more people to attend the April 11
community sing.
As they we’re leaving, “people kept
telling us, ‘Thank you for doing this!’”
Meek said.
Although The Foundry Sings is a collaborative effort – including fellow board
members Paul Matson, Mark Warner,
Gladys “Glady” Birdsong and Cameron –
the idea has long been a dream of Meek’s.
“For years, the idea of an old-fashioned
gathering of people a la Mitch Miller has
percolated in the margins of my mind,”
she wrote Jan. 10 in her initial invitation
to the first Foundry Sings event.
“After joining the Miners Foundry
Board of Trustees, I pushed for a fundraiser of the singalong kind. You could
say it became my mission. Nothing fancy,
no auditioning, no need to be able to read
music,” she wrote.
Having established that The Foundry

Sings promises to be a reliable fundraiser,
Meek said the proceeds (after expenses)
will be devoted to overdue deferred maintenance of the Foundry.
However, in addition to the benefit
to the Foundry, both Meek and Baggett
emphasized the sense of community the
event builds.
“It’s not a big deal to come alone,”
Meek said, because “instantly you belong
to a group.”
Baggett said he hopes more men and
young people will join in the next Foundry Sings.
“It’s fun,” he grinned.
The April 11 community sing starts at
6 p.m. with a social time where people
can get to know each other, as well as
buy food and drink at the no-host bar. The
singing begins at 6:30 p.m.
Tom Durkin is a freelance writer and
photographer in Nevada County. Contact
him at tdurkin@vfr.net or www.tomdurkin-writer.net.
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Featured Quilter Jan Christensen will display her rendition of the Indian Springs
Winery label at the “Springtime in the Pines” Quilt Show in Grass Valley.

34th annual quilt show
to be held on May 5-6
The Pine Tree Quilt Guild will hold
a “Springtime in the Pines” quilt show
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on May 5-6 at
the Nevada County Fairgrounds in Grass
Valley.
Jan Christensen is the featured quilter at the 34th annual show and will be
displaying her fabric rendition of the Indian Springs Winery label. In 25 years of
quilting, she has made hundreds of quilts
and wall hangings and won dozens of ribbons honoring her workmanship.
Owners of pre-1960’s vintage quilts
are invited to bring them for a professional appraisal, either written ($85) or
verbal ($25). Appointments can be made
by emailing ptqg@comcast.net or calling
530-575-8433.

Admission is free to the Crafters Boutique and Quilters Café in the Northern
Mines Building. The Boutique offers
handcrafted items made by Guild members. The Café sells lunch, drinks and
homemade desserts.
Winners will take home the colorful
Opportunity Quilt or one of many overstuffed baskets of quilt supplies. The
Country Store has previously owned sewing items for sale and vendors will offer
a wide variety of quilt-related products.
Door prizes will be given away throughout the show.
Admission is $8 with free parking and
a free shuttle between buildings. For more
information about the show and guild activities, visit pinetreequiltguild.com.

The Friends of the Nevada County
Libraries will hold its monthly book sale
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday, April
7, at the Doris Foley Historical Library at
211 N. Pine St. in Nevada City.
The April sale will feature a large selection of beautiful coffee table books.
Thousands of other paperbacks and hardbacks also will be available. Most cost

between 50 cents and $3. Proceeds go
toward library materials, programs and
equipment.
Gently used books can be donated at
any Nevada County library branch or outside Raley’s grocery in Grass Valley. For
more information, call 530-265-1407 or
email friends@ ncfol.org.

The complexities of joint ownership
will be the topic of the monthly Noon
Time Legal Seminar that will be held
from noon to 1 p.m. on Tuesday, April 17,
at Nevada County Superior Court in Nevada City.
Attorney Dylan Hendricks will present the seminar that focuses on reasons
for joint ownership; legal obligations and
pitfalls of joint ownership; alternatives to
joint ownership to allow multiple individ-

uals to transact business with respect to
an asset; alternatives to joint ownership to
facilitate probate avoidance; and management and buy/sell agreements.
The seminar, hosted by the Nevada
County Law Library, costs $15 for the
public and $30 for attorneys, who receive
one hour of MCLE credit. To enroll, call
530-265-7161 or email Law.Library@nccourt.net and arrive 15 minutes early for
registration.

Library to hold used book sale

Joint ownership topic of legal seminar

Your ad reaches day-trippers
from Roseville, Yuba City
Marysville & Sacramento!

For advertising call:
Heather Phenix at 530-277-1880
or Stacy Drake at 530-559-6378
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UC conceived in 1853 in Nevada City
A meeting of the minds led to the creation of state university system

Steve Cottrell

Our
History

In May 1853, in a woodframe Congregational Church on
a lot where the Baptist Church is
now located on Main Street, a
handful of Congregational and
Presbyterian ministers gathered
in Nevada City for a convention.
Before adjourning, they unanimously resolved that a public
university should be established
in the new State of California.
Henry Durant, a Congregational minister who attended
the Nevada City session, took
the resolution to heart and soon
opened Durant’s Academy, a
boy’s high school in Oakland.
The school was soon renamed
Contra Costa Academy and, in
April 1855, chartered as the College of California. Two years
later, after deciding to expand
and relocate the campus to the
northern edge of Oakland, the
college began acquiring several
large, contiguous parcels.

On April 16, 1860, trustees
of the College of California met
at what is now called Founders’
Rock (at the corner of presentday Hearst Avenue and Gayley
Road in Berkeley) to inspect
and dedicate the school’s future campus. And when Trustee
Frederick Billings looked west
toward the Golden Gate that day
and referenced a 1726 poem by
George Berkeley containing
the line, “Westward the course
of empire takes its way,” a new
town was born.
In 1867, after acquiring several hundred acres, the College
of California donated its downtown Oakland buildings, furnishings and real estate to the
State of California – provided
the state established a full-curriculum public university on the
college’s newly-acquired property in Berkeley.
Culmination of the goal set
in Nevada City in 1853 was finally realized when the University of California was founded in
March 1868 with Henry Durant
as its first president.
Classes continued to be taught
at the Oakland campus, but in
1873 the first graduating class
(12 men) received diplomas in
ceremonies held at Berkeley.
When the university’s charter
was written in 1868, trustees affirmed that all past graduates of
the College of California were to
“rank in all respects” as gradu-

Cutline

Cutline

Henry Durant, first president
of the University of California,
attended a meeting of clergymen
in Nevada City in 1853 that
led to establishment of the
university in 1868.

Martin Kellogg became pastor
of the Grass Valley Congregational Church in 1857 and
served as president of the
University of California from
1893 to 1899.

ates of the University of California. Without a doubt, then, what
happened here in May 1853 was
the beginning of a 15-year gestation period, and Henry Durant
was at the helm from the day of
conception until the university’s
birth.
Although not present at the
1853 meeting of clergymen in
Nevada City, 29-year-old Martin Kellogg arrived in Nevada
County in 1857. After graduating valedictorian of his 1850
Yale class and attending Union
Theological Seminary in New
York City, he was ordained and
sent to California as a mission-

ary pastor assigned to the Grass
Valley Congregational Church.
In 1860, however, Henry Durant convinced Kellogg to join
the College of California faculty. Then, in 1868, when the
University of California was
established and Durant named
president, Kellogg was appointed professor of Latin and
Greek. Two years later, he was
appointed Dean of the Academic
Senate – second-in-command to
university president Durant.
Durant remained president
until 1872 and was mayor of
Oakland when he died in 1875.
Professor Kellogg continued

to teach classic languages at the
university and in January 1893
was named president, serving
until 1899. It was during Kellogg’s presidency that Phoebe
Hearst, widow of former Nevada
City miner George Hearst, funded an international search that
led to a comprehensive architectural plan for the campus.
Following his retirement,
Kellogg and his wife made a trip
around the world before returning to their Berkeley home. The
former Grass Valley pastor was
then appointed Professor Emeritus of Latin and taught at the
university until shortly before
his death in the summer of 1903.
Benjamin
Ide
Wheeler,
(1854-1927), who succeeded
Kellogg as president of the university, said, “From the very beginning of the university in the
form of the little college in Oakland, (Kellogg) was more intimately connected with the full
life of the institution than any
other man.”
Fellow Congregational pastors Henry Durant (1802-1875)
and Martin Kellogg (1828-1903)
are buried at the Mountain View
Cemetery in Oakland.
Steve Cottrell is a historian,
former city councilman and
mayor and a longtime Nevada
City resident. He now lives in
St. Augustine, Fla. He can be
reached by emailing exnevada
citymayor@gmail.com.

League to hold candidate forums
Candidates in four elections
are expected to participate in an
Election Forum Series that will
be held on Thursday evenings
at the Rood Center in Nevada
City. Each forum starts at 6:45
p.m. with an introduction about
County Voting Changes (CA
Voters Choice Act).
The public is invited to attend and will have the opportunity to question the candidates.
The forums are being held by
the League of Women Voters of

Western Nevada County. The
election is June 5. The schedule
for the forums is:
• Clerk recorder and district
attorney from 7 to 9:15 p.m. on
April 5;
• U.S. House of Representatives, District 1, from 7 to 9:15
p.m. on April 12;
• Board of Supervisors, District 3, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. on
April 19;
• Nevada Country sheriff
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. on April 26.
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On the trail of the area’s old trains
Man’s lifelong
passion results
in a new book
Karen Newell Young
Nevada City Advocate
Andrew Brandon has heard
train whistles blowing for most of
his life. As a child, he lived across
the street from a rail yard and
watching trains with his mother
fostered a lifelong passion for the
rails.
He dedicated a recent book
about Nevada County railroads to
his father, who until his death four
years ago inspired his son’s hobby
by taking him to railroad shows
and other events that captured oldfashioned trains and tracks.
“As I got older, my dad kept up
with my interest,” Brandon said.
“One of the books he gave me
when I was about 4 years old was
about the narrow gauge rail- roads
of the West.” He still has those
books.
“My dad played a very important role in maintaining my interest in the hobby.”
He was only 10 years old when
he joined a railroad history club
in Northern California. He met
the former restoration manager of
the current Nevada Country Narrow Gauge Railroad, who needed
“able-bodied people to help build
track and recreate what became
the museum on 5 Kidder Court
in Nevada City. Brandon has volunteered for the Nevada City railroad museum since the building
was dedicated in 2001.
“I have always been a fan of
local history, but I enjoy the restoration and museum work as well,”
said Brandon, who has just written a book to be released April 9
about local railroads. “Railroads
of Nevada County” covers the
beginning of the Central Pacific
Railroad, which established a
construction camp, now known as
Truckee, after the completion of
the Transcontinental Railroad.
“Railroads of Nevada County”
tracks the history from the beginning of early trains that served the
expanding populations and industries of the Gold Rush-era boomtowns of Nevada City and Grass
Valley.
As the Gold Rush fueled other
industries, including lumber, construction, transportation and commerce, the importance of trains
became ever more prominent.
Brandon has studied the history of railroads and volunteered
at the NCNGRR since he was a
teenager
“I frequently go to state archives researching railroads of the
West,” Brandon said. He has met
countless experts in early railroad
history.
Brandon has lived in Nevada
County for 10 years. He works
in information technology for
Telestream and moved here from
Auburn. As a member of the Nevada County Historical Society,
he is also an archivist and head of

All Aboard!

“Railroads of Nevada County
is dedicated to my father,
Richard Brandon, who helped
stoke my love of railroads
from a young age. His encouragement and patience for my
hobby fostered a lifelong love
affair for the railroads in our
area.”
– Andrew Brandon
volunteers for NCNGRR.
One of the challenges in researching railroad history is the
dearth of historical documents.
“Trains were an important lifeline of transportation,” Brandon
said. “Unfortunately, there were
not a lot of public documents at
the time. I do a lot of work from
online resources and the old-fashioned methods, reading old newspapers.”
He added that the bulk of his
photos come from his own archive
at home. He serves on the Southern Pacific Narrow Gauge Historical Society and in 2009 he helped
launch a website dedicated to researching narrow-gauge railroads
around the Pacific Rim.
Richard Brandon, top, author of
“Railroads of Nevada County,”
published this month by Arcadia
Publishing. Right, crew with
locomotive No. 3 in Truckee,
around 1915. Bottom, crew of
locomotive No. 4; far bottom: a
train loaded with a traveling circus derailed in September 1893.

Andrew Brandon and two
other authors—Art Sommers
and Roger Staab” who wrote
“Railroads of Placer County—will speak from noon to 2
p.m Saturday, April 21, at the
NCNGRR. The three authors
will discuss their work, share
history covered in their books,
and answer questions from
those in attendance. Books
will be available for purchase
and the authors will be happy
so sign copies. Refreshments
will be served and docent-led
tours of the museum will be
available.
PHOTO BY KAREN NEWELL YOUNG
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Karen Newell Young
& Stacy Drake

Around
Town

Rotary winners
The five Nevada County Rotary clubs held their first Community Awards Ceremony in
March at the Nevada County
Fairgrounds, naming three winners who received honors for
their individual contributions.
Honored were David Jones, citizen of the year; SPD Markets,
the Lowell Robinson Business
of the Year; and, Marty Lombardi, volunteer of the year.
Jones is both a Gold Country Kiwanian and a Rotarian.
At the event, he talked about
getting involved with Kiwanis
and Rotary because he does not
have children of his own and
through these organizations and
the Friendship Club he can make
a difference in the lives of kids.
SPD Markets opened in 1959.
The three founders – See, Painter and Dilly – formed the name
of the market that has become
well known for community support.
Lombardi, president of the
Friendship Club and his wife,
Kathleen, moved to Grass Valley
upon their retirement in 2013. He
is passionate about Grass Valley
and immediately got involved
in the community. He currently

PHOTO BY FRED CLAESSENS

Honorees at the Rotary Community Awards in April included, left to right, Marty Lombardi, volunteer
of the year; Ben Painter representing SPD Markets for Lowell Robinson business of the year; and
David Jones, citizen of the year.
serves on the Board of Directors of Sierra Nevada Memorial
Hospital Foundation, Nevada
County Italian Cultural Foundation, and is a mentor at Nevada
Union High School. He and his
wife have six children and nine
grandchildren.

Big Brothers, Big Sisters
A benefit fundraiser for Big
Brothers, Big Sisters will be
held from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, April 28, behind SPD in
Nevada City. For a $10 suggested donation per box, personal
correspondence will be securely
disposed of and your garage or
attic free of mounds of old paper. All proceeds benefit Big
Brothers, Big Sisters. For more
information, call 530-265-2059,
visit bigsofnc.org or call Suze

Pfaffinger at 530-913-7893.

Memorial event
A memorial called “Under
the Lights One More Time” will
be held for Justin Gardner and
Tyler Nielson at 7 p.m. Friday,
April 6, at Nevada Union High
School. The two boys were
killed in an auto accident on
March 25. Many restaurants in
town have expressed a desire
to cater and provide light refreshments after the event so
there will be tables set up for
that. The Nevada Union Junior
Miners are providing coffee and
hot chocolate as well. There will
be speakers and a candlelit ceremony. For more information,
call Jody Lynn Osceola at 772214-4247.

Habitat announces its new executive director
Lorraine Larson is the new
executive director of Nevada
County Habitat for Humanity,
according to the Board of Directors. She replaces Debbie Arakel
Sheppard, who after working for
the nonprofit for 10 years previ- Lorraine
ously announced her decision to Larson
leave on April 15.
“We are pleased to have selected a candidate
with the skills and experience necessary to lead our
organization into a bright future, and one who is intimately familiar with our Habitat, our operations,

personnel, volunteers and supporters,” the board
said in a press release.
Larson, who has been Habitat’s associate director, was promoted after the Board of Directors formed an ad hoc committee in January and
launched a search for a new executive director. She
began her new job on April 1, overlapping for a
short period with Sheppard.
“We invite our Habitat family and local community to join us in congratulating Lorraine as
she assumes her new responsibilities in April,”
said John Scott, the president of the Board of Directors.

Increase
your
reach!

We reach readers along
the I-80 corridor to the
Capitol building and in
Yuba City & Marysville.

For advertising call
(530) 277-1880 or
(530) 559-6378
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English language tutor training set for April

Nevada County’s Partners in English Language Learning is now looking for additional mentors for its program.

Partners in English Language
Learning (PiELL) will hold a
two-day volunteer training session in April for those interested
in providing one-on-one tutoring
to adults who want to improve
their English skills.
Tutors are required to committ
to a minimum of one hour a week
at a time and place that is convenient for the tutor and student.
No formal teaching experience is

necessary, and English is the only
language required. PiELL provides tutor mentors, semi-annual
tutor get-togethers to exchange
ideas and access to a resource library.
The training is being offered
on Saturday, April 14, and Saturday, April 21, and volunteers must
attend both days. For more information, call 530-265-2116, email
admin@piell.org or visit piell.org.

Shops • Gifts • Restaurants • Home Decor • Clothing• Groceries
Books • Yoga • Jewelry • Bakery • Music • Health • Beauty
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Don’t let allergies put Pregnancy massage
a damper on spring training session to be held

Dr. Roger Hicks

To your
health

Even though it means the end of ski
season, I love spring, when the rivers are
full, the meadows are green, and the flowers and trees are in blossom. These are
welcome sights for many people after a
long cold winter, but for allergy sufferers
the change of seasons can mean the start
of weeks or months of discomfort.
If you find yourself experiencing watery eyes and a stuffed-up nose at the
same time each year, you very well may
have a condition called allergic rhinitis.
Other symptoms include sneezing, runny
nose, itchy eyes and nose, postnasal drip
(mucous draining down the back of the
throat), sore throat and cough. Allergic
rhinitis can also cause fatigue, irritability,
reduced performance at school and work,
and depression.
Even if you have been lucky enough
to be allergy free through childhood and
adolescence, you can develop allergies at
any age. And you won’t be alone - experts estimate that somewhere between
10-30 percent of children and adults in
America suffer from allergic rhinitis.
Allergies develop when the immune
system of a person prone to allergies is
triggered by exposure to antigens, which
are molecules from certain substances.
The most common things that cause allergies are dust mites, animal hair and dander, molds, and pollens. Allergy sufferers
produce IgE antibodies and inflammatory blood cells when exposed to one of
these antigens. They combine and release
inflammatory chemicals, primarily histamine, the cause of most allergy symptoms.
Allergic rhinitis comes in two flavors:
seasonal, also known as hay fever, and
persistent. Whether a person has yearround or seasonal allergies depends on
the cause. Animals and dust mites can be
around us anytime, whereas pollens are

present only at certain times of the year.
In our area, a common cause of seasonal
allergies is cedar trees, which bloom and
release their pollen only in the winter.
Features of allergies and the common
cold overlap and determining which is the
cause of your symptoms can be a challenge, but here are some guidelines:
• A cold generally lasts five to ten days,
the virus is more likely to strike in fall or
winter. On the other hand, allergy symptoms last for as long as you are exposed,
which could mean weeks, an entire season, or for some people all year.
• Tell-tale signs of a cold are fever and
muscles aches. Allergies generally do not
cause fevers or muscle aches and pains,
while a cold, which is a viral infection,
can do so.
Be it a cold virus or an allergy, relief
can come quickly with the correct diagnosis, making it easier to enjoy all that
spring has to offer. Figuring out what you
are allergic to is important so that you can
take steps to avoid or reduce your exposure.
For example, if you are allergic to cats,
stay away from cats and places where they
live. If you have seasonal allergies, use air
conditioners and air filters during periods
of peak symptoms, close the windows at
home and in your car, and stay indoors
when possible. Showering before bed to
remove allergens from hair and skin can
help reduce contamination of the bedding.
Over-the-counter saline sprays and rinses
can be used to wash allergens from the
nasal lining after outdoor exposure. And,
there are alternative and complementary
therapies, such as acupuncture, Ayurvedic
and herbal remedies that can help.
If you still have symptoms, many times
an over the counter steroid nasal spray,
with or without a non-sedating antihistamine, can offer relief. If that doesn’t do
the trick, or become severe, a trip to an
urgent care facility such as Yubadocs may
be in order.
A director of the Urgent Care Association of America from 2011 to 2017, Dr.
Roger Hicks served as the Association’s
treasurer and then secretary. He is a
founder and current board member of the
Urgent Care Assurance Company, a malpractice company specializing in urgent
care. He is the founding President of the
California Urgent Care Association. He
is also the founding president of the South
Yuba River Citizens League and served on
SYRCL’s Board of Directors for 30 years.

Join the Advocate team
The Nevada City Advocate
has immediate advertising sales openings
for committed individuals.

• Great full-time or part-time independent contractor position
• Generous commission
• Make your own hours
• Fun, fulfilling work helping business owners promote
their events and business
• Sales experience preferred

Please e-mail your resume to:
stacy@nevadacityadvocate.com

Chula Gemignani will hold a five-day
prenatal training session in two separate
weekends that begins on April 20 at the
Cedar Ridge Center in Grass Valley.
She invites body workers, doulas and
registered nurses to the 40-hour training
session in prenatal, labor support and
postpartum massage. Designed to keep
pregnant clients safe and well cared for,
advance training in pregnancy massage
is recommended to supplement the brief
study completed in massage school. A
prenatal massage specialist can offer a
prenatal client a great deal more in terms
of assessment and care.
A deep knowledge of fascial work and
a structural approach to bodywork helps
support the prenatal clients as their bodies integrate through the physiological
changes experienced during pregnancy.
Along with sharing her method in this
class, Chula carries the wisdom her mentor, Carole Osborne, a renowned prenatal massage specialist, and passes on the
structural approach to prenatal bodywork,
using safe and effective methods.
Chula aims to send students off with
a vital skillset accessible to them. She remembers when she massaged pregnant clients with only the basics under her belt and
does not wish that for any practitioner or
client. She teaches that a deeper bodywork
approach does not need to be compromised
during a normal pregnancy. Her wish is to
pass on the wisdom and confidence that a
prenatal massage specialist can offer in excellent prenatal bodywork while knowing
the signs of pregnancy conditions, complications and contraindications so limitations can be made when needed.

Chula Gemignani of Healthy River Massage
in Nevada City works with one of her clients.

Chula has massaged thousands of bodies and souls for 15 years and been a pregnancy massage specialist since 2009. She
has helped many mothers bring healthy
children into our community. Her unique
style has sustained a thriving practice.
She incorporates many modalities and is
widely known for her structural massage
technique, Dynamic Fascial Response.
She is now writing a book that she hopes
to publish this year.
The training session will be held from
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on April 20, 21 and 22 and
May 5 and 6. This training is approved
by the National Certification Board for
Therapeutic Massage and Bodywork and
is DONA approved. The CMTC to this
date does not accept CEs, however, many
states do and the class is approved by
many of them. Check with your state licensing board or governing agency to see
if CEs will be useful to you. Preregistration is required. For more information or
to register, email chulagem@gmail.com.
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Yuba Bus: Will have pick-up service in Nevada City
Continued from page 1

But that was only the beginning of their journey.
They then met with
Nevada County officials,
SYRCL, Bear Yuba Land
Trust, the State Parks division, Nevada City’s city
planner, the California
Highway Patrol and the local sheriff, police and fire
districts to learn if they had
met all the requirements
needed to offer a shuttle
service to the South Yuba
River State Park and state
Highway 49 Crossing.
They were excited and
looking forward to a robust
2017 summer season.
But they then hit a bump
in the road in the form of the
state’s Public Utilities Commission, which requires a
Charter and Shuttle license
that would take nine months
of constant work and monitoring to receive. Finally, in
October 2017, they were allowed to roll. But since the
sun had set on the summer,
they wanted to find a way
make the most of the offseason.
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The Yuba Bus parked at the drop off point at the Highway 49 Crossing at the South Fork of the Yuba River.

So, they reached out to
SYRCL and offered their
bus to help with the Nevada
City nonprofit’s river cleanup events. They also provided a shuttle service for
this year’s Wild & Scenic
Film Festival, taking moviegoers between Nevada City
and Grass Valley.
Through all their stops
and starts, Brett and Preston
found time to step back and
look at the bigger picture
and fine-tune their business
plan.
“The aim of our service
has always been to promote
safe and responsible recreation. We will hand out
biodegradable bags to all
passengers when they leave
the bus at the river so they
can pack their trash back
out. We make it an experience and do the tour guide
presentations about the area
as people are being shuttled
around.” Brett said.
“The visitor population

PHOTO SUBMITTED BY YUBA BUS

Cutline

PHOTO BY STACY DRAKE

Preston and Brett stand inside their 20-seat, ADA compliant bus. Preston does the driving. Brett is the
tour guide.

to the Yuba has doubled in
the last five years, so we
promote being good river
stewards to make our Yuba
River safe and enjoyable for

locals and visitors alike.”
Preston added. “Brett does
the on-bus entertainment. I
do the driving.”
They also sit in on the
Nevada County Board of
Supervisors River Safety
Committee and work with
the Parks Service and county supervisors to make the
river safer for visitors.
For river-goers, Nevada
City is designating a pick-up
location for Yuba Bus passengers in front of the Nevada City Chamber of Commerce building at Robinson
Plaza on Coyote Street.
Tickets for a round-trip ride
are available online and at
Harmony Books next to the

Chamber office. Hours for
the shuttles will be Thursday through Sunday from
9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. with the
last shuttle to the river leaving at 4 p.m. and the last return trip at 5:30 p.m. There
will also be pick up points at
the Inn Town Campground
and the Rood Center.
The circuit will run every
hour on the hour for pick-up
to the river and every hour
on the half hour to return
from the river. They also
offer family, children and
senior discounts and sell
weekly, monthly and season
passes.
Aside from river and in-

See Yuba Bus on page 15
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Helling: Library was named after her in 1991
Continued from page 1
Her community involvement was recognized in grand
fashion in 1991 when Nevada
County’s new library was built
at the same time as the Nevada
County Government Center was
being erected north of the city.
The15,000-square-foot facility
was dedicated on Oct. 20, 1991
– the last large building completed at the site. It was named the
Madelyn Helling Library.
But it all began with books.
“I found the Bismarck Public Library when I was young,”
Helling said. “I went from A
to Z, from children’s to adult
sections. The local library developed my love of books. My
mother said ‘you ought to be a
librarian, you always have your
nose in a book.’”
She loved many kinds of
books as a child, including those
on travel.
“I have all those wonderful
memories of traveling when I
was younger,” Helling said.
She still remembers a quote
she read in Reader’s Digest.
“When you get old what you’ve
got left are memories. “It’s up to
you to build up good ones.’”
Although she began a career
with United Airlines in reservations, she eventually studied at
UC Berkeley and went to work
for the San Francisco Public Library as the administrative assistant. The small-town life drew
her to a job for the Nevada County library in 1974, replacing Judith Schugren in the fall of 1974.
“I wanted to live here for the
job… it wasn’t far from San
Francisco and it was charm-

Off Broadstreet:
Current show
runs until April 28
Continued from page 3
person. Then I write the character along those lines, so they are
basically playing themselves,”
Driscoll added.
After 30 years, over 60 shows
and the downtown fire of 2002
that burned Friar Tuck’s and their
theater to the ground, Kopp and
Driscoll have not only developed
a winning entertainment formula
(did I mention the delicious desserts?) but continue to be excited
about what they are doing and
where they are doing it.
“It’s great to be here, doing
something you love. We’re usually not in the shows anymore, so
when the show is over, we stand
in the back and it’s like we’ve
done a really successful sermon,
and now people are leaving the
church,” Driscoll said.
Sweet Nothin’s opened on
March 23 and continues until
April 28. For ticket, schedule
and more information, visit offbroadstreet.com. email obs@
offbroadstreet.com or call 530265-8686.

The Madelyn Helling Library, located north of Nevada City, celebrated its 25th anniversary in 2016.

A sign on the Nevada County
library honors Madelyn Helling,
who was hired as the county
librarian in 1974.
ing and small,” Helling said. “I
liked the whole tone of the town.
It was new for Nevada County.
It only became a county library
system in 1972, and I was only
the second librarian. Figured I
could only go up from there.”
Helling has received several
Citizen of the Year Awards from
the Nevada County Historical Society and Nevada County Board
of Realtors. She volunteered for
the Nevada City Chamber of
Commerce for 20 years, earn-

ing the Nevada City Chamber of
Commerce Kilroy Award.
“I was so lucky to have served
under a good board of supervisors,” Helling said. She credits
former board member Skip Lusk
(Nevada County architect) and
Gene Albaugh (former Nevada
County executive director) in
helping the county fund and
build the library.
The six-year construction process was completed in 1991. The
late county manager Albaugh,
said she waited so long for the library during its construction that
she deserved to retire two years
after her appointment as county
librarian.
Since moving away from
San Francisco, she has always
lived in Nevada City. Considering how active she has been as
a community leader, Helling is
fairly private. She never married
and refuses to cite her age.

NevadaCityAdvocat e.online

“The problem with telling
people your age, is that people
make assumptions about you,”
she said. “People may think I’ve
slowed down. Not the case.”
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U.N. Association explores social media hacking
Tom Durkin
Nevada City Advocate
If you were one of the 50
million people targeted in the
Facebook/Cambridge Analytica
scheme, you probably received
deceptive or outright false information about the 2016 presidential candidates and the election
process, according to Katherine Scourtes, the newly elected
president of the Golden Empire
chapter (Nevada County) of the
United Nations Association USA
(UNA-USA).
Part of the mission of UNAUSA is to make global issues
relevant to our local community,
she said.
Tuesday, April 17, the UNAUSA monthly meeting gets relevant with an informational presentation on what the Cambridge
Analytica (CA) privacy/data
breach means to you – and to our
democracy, Scourtes announced.
The Zen Tech team of Paule
Castro and Glen Farr from community radio KVMR will provide examples of the personality
types targeted by the CA process.
They will also show how
Russian disinformational propaganda was – and still is – exploiting social media platforms
to mislead voters and/or inflame
societal discord, Scourtes said.
“The Zen Tech team will
share what means are available
to limit your exposure to unauthorized use of your personal
data,” she stated.
The April 17 meeting starts
at 5 p.m. with a social gathering
and potluck snacks at the Unitarian Universalist Community of
the Mountains (UUCM) at 246
South Church St. in Grass Valley. The UUCM UN Association
is a co-sponsor of the event.
The meeting gets down to
business at 5:30 p.m. with a 30to 45-minute presentation by

PHOTO BY TOM DURKIN

Katherine Scourtes, president of the Golden Empire chapter of the United Nations Association – USA,
presented the origins of the Syrian conflict to guests at the Feb. 20 meeting. The next UNA-USA gathering is scheduled for Tuesday, April 17, at the Unitarian Universalist Community of the Mountains in
Grass Valley. The topic will be the political hacking of social media.
Castro and Farr followed a 15 to
30-minute question and answer
session.
Starting in March, the joint
UNA-USA and UUCM-UNA
meetings began convening at
5:30 p.m. instead of 3:30 p.m.
“We wanted to make it easier for more young people and
working professionals to
attend,” Scourtes explained.
The UNA-USA mission is
strictly apolitical, she insisted.
It’s simply a forum to inform interested citizens of what is happening in world affairs.
At the February meeting, the
primary topic was explaining
the history and current events

of what is happening in the extremely complex and bloody
conflict among the Syrians, Syrian rebels, Turks, Kurds, Iraqis,
ISIS, Israelis, Russians and the
United States.
Scourtes recounted the historical roots of the conflict, and
Dave MacLeod of the UUCMUNA board described the ruthless crossfire war currently devastating the Mideast.
In honor of the National Women’s History Month, the March
meeting was devoted to human
rights in general and women’s
rights in particular. Specifically,
the topic of discussion was the
positive and increasing impact
educated women are having on
the world of science, technology,
engineering and mathematics
(STEM), Scourtes reported.

As it did in the March meeting, the April gathering is offering free literature. The 70-yearold United Nations “Universal
Declaration of Human Rights”
and “The Convention of the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women”
will be available.
Additionally, the American
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU)
has provided three, pocket-sized
“Know Your Rights” information cards.
Besides the free monthly
meetings, the Golden Empire
chapter of the UNA-USA and
UUCM-UNA actively support
UNICEF (United Nations International Children’s Emergency
Fund) in separate fund-raising
events
Although it is the second larg-

est component of the UN, UNICEF is not directly funded by the
UN, Scourtes revealed.
UNICEF relies on voluntary
contributions from governments
and NGOs (non-governmental
organizations), she said.
UNA-USA is an NGO, and
Nevada County’s Golden Empire chapter has teamed up with
other Northern California chapters to raise the $30,000 necessary to fund a school classroom
in a refugee camp in Kenya
for the next 10 years, Scourtes
said.
“And we’ve raised another
$8,000 toward a second school
classroom,” she added.
While many may consider
the United Nations a distant and
largely ineffectual organization,
the U.N. is the “only gravitational center” for global solutions,
asserted Board Member Helen
Williamson at the Feb. 20 meeting
“There are so many misconceptions about the U.N.,” Scourtes agreed.
For instance, the widely misinterpreted Agenda 21 of the
U.N. is not an evil conspiracy,
Scourtes told the Advocate Feb.
24. It’s simply a 178-nation
agreement to leave to our children a livable, better world.
“It has no force of law,” she
said.
As flawed as it is with
193-member nations and territories, the U.N. is the world’s best
hope for global solutions to war,
famine, poverty, health, education, human rights and the environment, she argued.
“The U.N. is not perfect,”
Scourtes concluded, but, “it’s
just our best hope” of promoting
peace, ending famine, sustaining our environment, improving
world health and saving our children.”
Tom Durkin is a freelance
writer and photographer in Nevada County. Contact him at
tdurkin@vfr.net or www.tomdurkin-writer.net.

15 | April 2018

COMMUNITY

Yuba Bus: Working on
shuttle service for bicyclists
Continued from page 12
town special event excursions, Yuba Bus
is available for private party charters to
San Francisco Giants games, wine tours,
craft beer tours and weddings. According
to Preston, there are over 250 weddings
in the area each year. Yuba Bus provides
ongoing pick up and drop off services
between local hotels and wedding venues like Miners Foundry in Nevada City
and the Empire Mine and Foothills Event
Center in Grass Valley.
Preston and Brett are now working
with local bicycle enthusiasts to establish a shuttle service from Tour of Nevada City Bicycle Shop in Nevada City
to the Harmony Ridge mountain biking
trails. They will also offer a shuttle service circuit for one-way downhill riders up to White Cloud, Scott’s Drop and
Hoot Trail.
“We want to give back and be a partner with our community for providing
safe and responsible enjoyment of all our

area has to offer,” Brett said. “The fact
is our Yuba River is now known to everyone; it is no longer our local secret.
We make sure through all our charters and shuttles to the river and elsewhere that our passenger’s experience is safe and fun. When we do
craft beer tours we make sure all passengers are not driving upon return
and that they have someone to
pick them up. That is how important our passengers safety is to us,
even after they have left the bus.
We intend to be an asset to our community for years to come.”
A Crowdfunding account will be
made public in May to help pay for a second vehicle – hopefully electric.
For more information about Yuba
Bus and its services, visit yubabus.com,
email info@yubabus.com or call 530517-8272. You can also follow them on
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram @
yubabus.

Continued from page 2
would put it on a future agenda for discussion. He commented that the council
might want to include a busking ordinance in conjunction with a similar need
to regulate pop-up food vendors.
Deputy City Clerk Loree’ McCay reported March 20 the busking ordinance is
tentatively scheduled to be on the agenda
in late April.
In a subsequent interview, Kuhn said,
“I’m hoping for at least some rules.”
For instance, he said a modest licensing fee of perhaps $18 would weed out
“bad actors,” such as panhandlers making
more noise than music. Licensing serious
buskers would improve the quality of music, he reasoned.
The reception to Kuhn’s proposal has
been lukewarm.
“I have no issue with folks paying for
music and having a guitar case open for
donations. If the music is good, we all
benefit,” Council Member Evans Phelps
said in an email.
Phelps added, however, that she didn’t
see any urgency for an ordinance when
the council is dealing with higher priority
issues like cannabis, homelessness, lack
of parking, finding a new police chief and
other concerns.
Lt. Paul Rohde of the Nevada City Police said, “I don’t really view buskers as a
problem.” Besides, he added, busking is a
free speech right protected under the First
Amendment.
Longtime local musician Kelly Fleming said that he busked his way through
Ireland in his youth, but he’s never had
to busk in Nevada City because he gets
enough indoor gigs. (He’s practically a
fixture at the “guitar bar” in Friar Tuck’s
restaurant.)

Fleming had mixed feelings about a
busking ordinance. “It’s a slippery slope,”
he cautioned.
Nevertheless, Fleming is a strong proponent of busking. “It gives the town color – and I’ve heard some of the best music
I’ve ever heard on the streets.”
Itinerant buskers Zackery Hoopergarner and Jon Monargent arrived in town
about six months ago – and have no intention to leave anytime soon.
“Nevada City is a very special place,”
said guitarist Hoopergarner. “People are
so open and receptive.”
Monargent, on digeridoo and beat box,
stressed that they hope their music is “giving back to the community” for welcoming them as street musicians.
Both agreed they had no problem with
the idea of being regulated by ordinance.
For almost a decade, the highly popular Ruckrich Family Band of Grass Valley
has been successfully busking in Nevada
City.
Although the family band – fronted by
musical prodigy D’Jango, now 13, and
his little sister Jasmine, 9 – is currently
on a busking tour of Spain and Southern
France, father Phil Ruckrich said in an
email, “During the street fairs, we often
draw large crowds complete with dancing children who love to put their parents
money in our case.”
Regarding the ordinance, Ruckrich
said, “I respect Janssen and consider him
a colleague. I imagine he has shared some
good ideas with the city. We will be home
in early April, and I would be happy to
contribute to the discussion at that time.”
Tom Durkin is a freelance writer and
photographer in Nevada County. Contact
him at tdurkin@vfr.net or www.tomdurkin-writer.net.
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Choir to
perform
May 5
The annual spring concert
of the Grass Valley Male Voice
Choir that features songs by
Gershwin, Rogers and Hammerstein, Irving Berlin and Andrew Lloyd Webber will be held
at 2 p.m. on Saturday, May 5, at
Sierra Presbyterian Church.
The musical timeline for
“Broadway Memories” begins
with a choir favorite, “Stouthearted Men” from the 1927 play
“The New Moon,” and finishes
with a medley of hits by Frankie

Valli and The Four Seasons from
the 21st century musical “Jersey
Boys.” Male voice arrangements
of favorites such as “The Sound
of Music” and “New York, New
York” will be included.
The Male Voice Choir is the
direct descendant of Cornish
miner men’s choirs that sang in

Grass Valley for more than 90
years. Eleanor Kenitzer, who
revived the Cornish singing
tradition in 1990 with the Cornish Carol Choir, is the founder
and director of the group. Choir
members are a non-auditioned
group of 45 men from all walks
of life. New members are al-

ways welcome.
Commitment to the community is a core value of the choir,
fulfilled by its revenue-sharing
partnerships with local nonprofits. Concert ticket revenues
are shared with groups such as
Knights of Columbus, Habitat
for Humanity, Friends of Hos-

pice and churches, which earn
money by selling tickets.
This choir typically sells out
its concerts, so early ticket purchase is recommended. Tickets
are $20 and available at The
Book Seller in Grass Valley or
by visiting GVMaleVoiceChoir.
org.

School: Sierra Academy expects 220 students this year
Continued from page 1
School.
Crane said that there wouldn’t
be any major renovations as the
facility is in good condition.
“We also want to make sure
we honor the history of the building,” she said. “We feel good being in there and how old it is. It’s
awesome.”
When SAEL moves into the
school it will have about 220 students and expects to have 30 college-bound graduates this year.
Last year, there were 13 graduates. Crane noted the school is
steadily building its student base
and community outreach. Having the new campus and being
able to put down roots will also
help to bolster recruitment efforts, she said.
SAEL is a tuition-free, project-based, college preparatory
charter high school that partners
with the national organization
EL Education. Its mission is “to
create classrooms where teachers can fulfill their highest aspirations, and students achieve
more than they think possible,
becoming active contributors in
building a better world.”
Using a whole school approach, the curriculum immerses students in a combination of
hands-on college prep academics with embedded service, fieldwork and adventure. Teachers
create semester-long units of
study called Expeditions.
“We’re a charter school that’s
using the EL model that’s nationally recognized and is project-based and has a very clear
vision and mission,” Crane said.
“We’re an entity that is focused
on this model’s practices backed
by a lot of research and heart and
soul, and what those practices
can mean for kids.”
As part of the program, the
school partners with community
groups and projects so students
get hands-on experience and
learn to contribute to the benefit of the community. Work in
the field with an Expedition can
take students and teachers from
the Yuba River to Sacramento,
and even overseas – all with the
objective of the student learning

through doing while in service to
the community.
As SAEL continues to grow,
Crane noted, they are seeing
students come from schools
from throughout the area, as
well as some whose families
have moved here for just the EL
school.
“We’ve had a family move
here from Arizona, another from
Chicago, just so their students
can attend the school,” she said.
“It’s unique that you can have
a K-12 Expeditionary Learning
experience here, with Grass Valley Charter just down the street.
It’s a mix, and a lot of word of
mouth between students, parents, community partners and
information on line.”
Tami McVay’s daughter, Carly, is an SAEL senior who will
graduate this year.
“She started her first day of
school in kindergarten at NCE,
and now her last day of high
school will also be at NCE,” McVay said.
Choosing SAEL came about
after a school assembly for
eighth graders at Seven Hills
School.
“Different schools … gave a
synopsis of what they offered.
SAEL was in the top three, and
then I went to an information
night for the program. And what
Carly liked about it was the involvement in hands-on learning.
She determined she did better in
a hands-on project-based environment.”
Tami went on to say that her
daughter had always enjoyed the
bike shop at Seven Hills and the
field trip to Sacramento’s Loaves
and Fishes organization to donate the repaired bikes.
“She was really touched by
that, and then she came to SAEL
and got to go to Panama and help
build a road and a tilapia pond
for 10 days. She discovered for
herself that this is how she learns
best.”
“They’re being good humans,
and just being who they are,
that’s what I appreciate about it,”
said McVay.
For more information on
SAEL, visit sierracademy.net

Students get hands-on experience in the classroom and in the field.

Thirty SAEL graduates are expected for 2018.
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