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Generations of music
Foggy Mountain
owner ready to
sell business her
mom helped start
Andrew Wedgbury
Nevada City Advocate
For over 40 years, musicians
of all ages and abilities have relied on Foggy Mountain Music
in Grass Valley for a variety of
instruments, supplies and lessons. Housed in a building built
in 1867, the store is jam-packed
with everything from guitars and
drums to violas and electronics. Lessons are available in an

assortment of instruments, including harp, and repairs can be
had on amps, speakers, woodwinds, guitars and all manner of
stringed instruments.
But now, after four decades of
serving the musical community,
owner Mary Ellen Sorci has decided to retire and put the business up for sale.
“After 44 years of owning
Foggy Mountain Music and being the sole proprietor, I really
should probably think about getting off my feet, be able to sleep
See Foggy Mountain on page 14

Narrow Gauge
Railroad Museum
keeps on chugging
Karen Newell Young
Nevada City Advocate

Foggy Mountain Music owner
Mary Ellen Sorci stands with Jona
Richardson, the winner of a new
Fender acoustic guitar at the store’s
parking lot party on Sunday, June 3.

Voices from the past
PHOTO BY ANDREW WEDGBURY

Choirs bring ancient
Compline chants to
Nevada City
Michael Young
Nevada City Advocate

Life in this new millennium
is a constant barrage of stimulation.
We spend our waking hours
connecting through the Internet,
talking on cell phones, glued to
the TV. We spend an eternity
driving in traffic, taking meetings, stressing over projects. It’s
no wonder that when the day is
finally ending, we are a twisted
bundle of nerves. How to get to
sleep?
May we suggest going back a
couple of millennia?

A mixed choir of men and women chanting in a darkened Trinity Church are, clockwise from lower left: Mike Bloebaum, Matt
Reynolds, Jordan Thomas-Rose, Allan Haley, Jeff Reynolds, Anna Reynolds-Trabucco, Jean Reynolds, Kelly Cherry, Bill Trabucco

It’s called Compline, a corruption of the Latin “Completorium,” or the completion of the

A dream
stays on
track

waking hours. It’s the seventh
and final chant of the day, traditionally sung in the monasteries

by the monks, and later by nuns
in convents, as they ready their
See Compline on page 10

As if Nevada City were not
quaint and historic enough, the
Nevada County Narrow Gauge
Railroad Museum provides a
pocket of historic charm in the
heart of the city.
Chugging through surrounding forests and the Inn Town
Campground, the museum’s railbus’s take riders from the museum to the Northern Queen Inn,
which was instrumental in helping bring the narrow gauge back
to life – partly for the enhancement of its property as well as
owner Roy Ramey’s interest in
all things steam-operated.
The museum takes visitors
back to childhood memories of
locomotives, iron horses and
history steeped in the heyday
of what was once the primary
mode of transportation before
airplanes knocked trains off their
tracks.
The Nevada County Narrow
Gauge Railroad & Transportation Museum holds the mystery
and magic of yesteryear, with artifacts of childhood recollections
spread throughout the building –
capturing memories of whistles
blowing through backyards and
locomotives screaming in and
out of stations throughout the
country.
Since its inception in 2001
See Museum on page 16
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A crowd lining Broad Street roars as Justin England crosses the finish line to win
the Nevada City Bicycle Classic men’s professional race in 2008, the second time he
claimed the crown. Other top professionals who have raced at the Classic include
Lance Armstrong and Greg LeMond.

Nevada City Classic Bike
Race set for June 23-24
Karen Newell Young
Nevada City Advocate

58th Annual Nevada City
Classic Bike Race

This year’s Nevada City Classic Bike
Race will incorporate several new twists
in the hopes of enlivening the tradition.
This year marks the 58th anniversary of
the cycling classic, the second oldest continuously running race in the country.
For the second consecutive year, the
course will follow the original route designed in 1961 by event founder Charlie
Allert.
A date change, meanwhile, will allow
spectators to attend other events on Father’s Day, the traditional race day. But in
recent years the holiday had become too
jammed with other events, such as family
celebrations and community picnics.
Race organizers have several snags to
smooth out before the June 23-24 event.
The date change allows the Chamber of
Commerce, which sponsors the event, to
address a number of issues that were identified as factors for dwindling community
support and engagement as well as falling
race participation,” the Chamber said in
a press release. These include attracting
visitors to businesses and churches.
“Last year we had the lowest participation ever,” said Duane Strawser, the
race director. We replaced the marketing
director because of a lack of marketing
exposure last year.”
The course has also changed for the
first time in many years, Strawser said.
This year, the course will turn left on
Broad Street, head up on Pine Street and
proceed up past the courthouse. Strawser said the shorter course enhances the
safety of the race and enables more businesses to stay open.
In conjunction with the bike race, the
Nevada City Classic Brewfest will be
held from 6 to 9 p.m. on Saturday, June
23, at the Three Folks Brewery & Bakery parking lot at 211 Commercial St.,

Nevada City.
Featured will be craft brews from regional breweries, including Three Folks,
Ol’ Republic, Grass Valley Brewing
Company, Auburn Alehouse, Crooked
Lane Brewery, Fifty-Fifty Brewing and
Sierra Nevada Brewing Company.
There will be unlimited tasting, music,
food and fellowship.
Advance tickets can be purchased at
the Chamber office, 132 Main St., Nevada City. For more information, call
530-265-2692.
Other activities included in the weekend include the Nevada City Mile – a
running race on Sunday that takes place
on the same route as the bike race.
Updates are still being added to the
race events. For more details, visit nevadacityclassic.com.

Booktown Books is continuing its celebration of 20 years in business by having a “Giant Deck Sale” in July. Books
on every subject will be on sale and displayed on the deck at the front entrance.
There may be bargains inside the store as
well and don’t forget to check out their
Rare Book Room while there.

Booktown Books is a co-op of independent booksellers at 107 Bank St. in
Grass Valley. For more information about
the sale or business, visit booktownbooks.com or call 530-272-4655. Business hours are Monday through Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sunday from
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sponsored by the Nevada City
Chamber of Commerce
Date: Sunday, June 24
Time: First race starts at 11 a.m.;
times for individual ranking races can
be found at nevadacityclassic.com.
Where: The start and finish are at
North Pine and Church streets

Brewfest

Sponsored by the Nevada City
Chamber of Commerce
Date: Saturday, June 23
Time: From 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: The parking lot of Three
Folks Brewery & Bakery, 211 Commercial St., Nevada City
What: Tastings of craft beer from
regional breweries

Booktown Books celebrates 20 years
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Movies Under The Pines ready to shine
Nevada City Film
Festival to show three
films at Pioneer Park
Andrew Wedgbury
Nevada City Advocate
Grab your favorite blanket
and lawn chair because the Nevada City Film Festival will once
again present Movies Under The
Pines, an outdoor cinema experience for the entire family held at
Pioneer Park bandshell. Scheduled for June 16, July 28, and
Aug.18, the Saturday night event
is in its sixth year and is part of
the festival’s 17th year of film
activities. The festival itself runs
from Sept. 7 through 14.
According to Festival Director Jesse Locks, the idea
for Movies Under The Pines
(MUTP) started with a desire to
capture a new audience of film
lovers and let them know what
is going on with the film festival.
“We thought it would be a
great way, to do an outdoor film,
and it hadn’t really been done in
our community before,” she said.
MUTP has now grown in
popularity and attracts filmgoers
from Sacramento, Reno and beyond who want to experience a
good film in a beautiful outdoor
setting.
“It really is something quite
special to sit out in the field in

Movies Under The Pines will be held on June 16, July 28, and Aug. 18 at the Pioneer Park bandshell in Nevada City.
Pioneer Park under the stars and
watch a movie,” Locks said.
The films scheduled for
MUTP are well-known audience favorites. For June 16,
“The Great Outdoors” will be
shown. July 28 will screen “Ka-
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rate Kid,” and for Aug. 18 the
comedy “Best in Show” will appear. Attendance estimates for
the event range from 250 to 550
people per screening, depending
on the time of year.
Locks explained that even
though the Nevada City Film
Festival (NCFF) has always
been family-friendly and offers
children’s films and activities,
the nature of independent film
and cinema can be a bit more
challenging.
“That was one of the decisions behind MUTP as well, to
offer more family-oriented programming.”

Before each screening, NCFF
curates a special pre-show that
includes screening local filmmakers’ works, movie trivia with
fun festival prizes, and other
events specific to each film.
“We try and look for films
that are celebrating an anniversary, for example, ‘Karate Kid’
is having a reboot of that film,
and we thought that would be
fun to show the original on a
big screen – it’s pop culture and
people are talking about it now.”
There will also be a karate
demonstration before the film,
and for “Best in Show” there
will be a dog show. “We just

PHOTO BY KIAL JAMES

try and make it as communityoriented and as fun as possible,”
Locks said.
Movies are shown with a
state-of-the-art 40K lumens projection system on a large 16-foot
by 9-foot screen with a powerful
sound system to create an outdoor movie theater on the grass.
“It’s very important to us to
make it a professional event,”
Locks said.
Beer, wine, soft drinks and
ice cream are available for purchase, and outside food and nonalcoholic drinks are allowed. In
addition, MUTP is working with
BriarPatch Co-op to offer preordered picnics.
“You can order a picnic ahead
of time, pick it up, and bring it
out to Pioneer Park,” she said.
Gates open at 7:30 p.m. and
the films begin at sunset, which
depending on the time of year
can be between 8 and 8:30 p.m.
Tickets are $7 for general admission. For more information, visit
info@nevadacityfilmfestival.
com.
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Library offers busy
summer program for kids
The Nevada County Community Library is diving head first into its Summer
Learning Program with activities to keep
children reading and learning all summer.
“The most exciting part of my job is
coming up with creative and new ways to
get kids playing, reading, learning, and
having fun in the library,” said Rachel
Schneider, youth librarian at the Grass
Valley Library. “And I think we have really gone above and beyond this year to
provide some amazing things for kids and
teens.”
The theme of this year’s program is
inspired by the nature that surrounds Nevada County. Kids and teens are invited
to “Read the River” with events that focus
on nature, getting outdoors and the river.
The Nevada County Community Library’s partners this summer include
Conservation Ambassadors, Sierra Harvest, South Yuba River Citizens League
(SYRCL), and Wildlife Rehabilitation
and Release.
The program kicks off Saturday, June
9, at the Grass Valley Library with a party
and a visit from Mad Science Sacramento
who will perform experiments using fire
and ice. The Summer Learning Program
ends Saturday, July 28, with a Finale Party performance by Puppet Art Theatre Co.

at the Madelyn Helling Library in Nevada
City. The libraries will provide interactive
programs throughout the summer such
as a Unicorn Party, a Bus Storytime (in
partnership with Gold Country Transit
bus), watercolor river art, a cosplay party,
messy art parties, a cupcake competition,
Exploring with Robots, and weekly concerts hosted by InConcert Sierra.
In addition, the library will have a
learning challenge for pre-readers, independent readers and teens. Everyone who
signs up for the program will receive a
free book donated by the Friends of the
Nevada County Libraries and a learning
log. Those interested can sign up at any
library branch throughout the summer.
Once completed, they can return the reading logs to their nearest library by July 27
and receive free ride passes for the Nevada County Fair as well as an entry into
a raffle for prizes that include a drone, a
3D Art Pen, a Sphero robot and tablet,
toys, and gift certificates.
For more information about the summer program, contact the Grass Valley Library by calling 530-470-2695 or emailing rachel.schneider@co.nevada.ca.us or
the contact the Madelyn Helling Library
by calling 530-265-1541 or emailing lisa.
nowlain@co.nevada.ca.us.

Fiddle camp ends with concert

Grammy-nominated artist Bruce Molsky will be among those performing on
Saturday, June 23, at Pioneer Park in Nevada City at Alasdair Fraser’s Ceilidh
in the Park Picnic Concert. The show features more than 200 performers and is
the final act for the 2018 Sierra Fiddle Camp that starts on June 16 and is held
at Shady Creek Conference Center in North San Juan. Tickets are $20 for adults
and $10 for children 12 and younger. For ticket and more information, call 530477-0708.
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Nevada City man authored 15th Amendment

Approved in 1870, it extended voting rights regardless of race or color

Steve Cottrell

Our
History

Previous history columns
have explained how in 1878 U.
S. Senator Aaron Sargent from
Nevada City introduced the exact words later ratified as the
19th Amendment to the Constitution of the United States,
and how his wife, Ellen, was a
women’s suffrage leader until
her death in 1911. We have also
written about a statue of the Sargents due for unveiling in 2020
by The Famous Marching Presidents of Nevada City.
But Sargent wasn’t the only
Nevada City pioneer to author a
Constitutional Amendment.
When Nevada was admitted
to the Union in October 1864,
William Morris Stewart –– a Ne-

William Morris Stewart, (18271909), Nevada County’s second
district attorney, was assigned
to write what became the 15th
Amendment to the Constitution
of the United States.

As chairman of the Senate
Judiciary Committee in 1868,
Roscoe Conkling of New York
asked Bill Stewart to prepare
language for a proposed 15th
Amendment.

vada City miner-turned-lawyer
who served as Nevada County’s
second district attorney and California’s fifth attorney general ––
was named to represent the new
state in the U. S. Senate. Then, in
the fall of 1868, as a member of
the Senate Judiciary Committee,
Stewart took a leadership role in
the Reconstruction struggle for
“negro suffrage.”

“I read over all the various
propositions for suffrage,” he
later wrote, “and recognized that
the general tone of all the propositions for the protection of negroes was in harmony with the
sentiment of the campaign resulting in General Grant’s overwhelming (1868) victory.”
He then met with Grant, due
to be inaugurated as president on
March 4, 1869. The presidentelect agreed that a Constitutional Amendment was needed
and promised Stewart he would
promote the idea whenever the
opportunity arose, including a
mention in his inaugural address.
The next time the Senate Judiciary Committee convened,
Stewart moved that all negro
suffrage proposals be brought
to the committee for the purpose
of developing Constitutional
Amendment language palatable
to two-thirds of both the House
and Senate.
Committee Chairman Roscoe
Conkling, from New York, said
he would support the motion,

This house on Zion Street in Nevada City that was built in 1855 is
where Bill Stewart and his wife, Annie, lived following his time as
California attorney general. Later, they would settle in what became
the state of Nevada.
then amended it to make Stewart responsible for reviewing all
existing proposals and creating
final language based on his best
judgement, which set in motion
a process by which a Nevada
City pioneer would become author of the 15th Amendment.
Among the various proposals Stewart reviewed was one
from Congressman Jack Brooks
of New York, who asked that no
one be denied to right to vote
“by reason of his or her race,
color or sex.”
A similar proposal came from
Congressman George Julian of
Indiana, who wanted a clause
guaranteeing the right to vote,
“without any distinction or discrimination whatsoever founded
on race, color or sex.”
Women’s suffrage did not
find its way into Bill Stewart’s
proposed language, but if it had
–– and a sufficient number of
states had supported the idea ––
the statue being dedicated here
in 2020 might be of Bill Stewart,
not the Sargents.
On January 15, 1869, after
reviewing nearly a dozen suggestions from House and Senate
members, Stewart offered the

following for Senate Judiciary
Committee consideration: “The
right of citizens of the United
States to vote and hold office
shall not be denied or abridged
by the United States or any State
on account of race, color or previous condition of servitude.”
It was supported by the committee and full Senate, but not by
the House. When the Senate majority held firm to Stewart’s proposed language, a six-member
joint conference committee was
created with Stewart serving as
the Senate’s committee manager.
In an effort to get the proposed Constitutional Amendment adopted by Congress and
sent to the states for eventual
ratification, Stewart agreed to
drop three words from what he
had written: “and hold office.”
As Stewart explained several years later, “I was willing to
strike out these words, because I
believed the right to vote carried
with it the right to hold office.”
On March 30, 1870, the 15th
Amendment was certified. Eight
years later in 1920, Aaron Sargent introduced what became the
19th Amendment.
How many small towns in
this nation can boast of having
been home to two citizens who
authored Constitutional Amendments? Not sure, but I suspect
Nevada City stands alone in that
regard.
Steve Cottrell is a historian,
former city councilman and
mayor and a longtime Nevada
City resident. He now lives in
St. Augustine, Fla. He can be
reached by emailing exnevadacitymayor@gmail.com.
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Movies for Kids series starts June 12 at Del Oro Library to
hold book
sale July 7
Sierra Theaters will be showing kids’ movies on Tuesday and
Wednesday mornings from June
12 to Aug. 1 at the Del Oro Theatre in downtown Grass Valley.
A season pass for the eight
movies chosen for the 8th Annual Summer Movies for Kids
is $20; individual tickets cost
$3.50. Movies start at 10 a.m.
and the snack bar will be open.
This summer’s series will
benefit Brothers Big Sisters of
Nevada County, which provides
mentoring and support services
to children who face adversity
and helps them realize their full
potential. The Book Seller, Nevada County Fairgrounds, Yubadocs and Gold Country Gymnastics are the sponsors.
Advance tickets and season
passes are available at the Del
Oro box office at 165 Mill St. in
Grass Valley. For more information, call 530-272-1646 or visit
sierratheaters.com.
The movie schedule is:

“The Boss Baby,” an Oscar-nominated film starring Alec Baldwin and Steve Buscemi, will be shown on
June 19-20 at the Del Oro Theatre in Grass Valley.
• Jun 12-13:
The Lego Batman Movie
• June 19-20:
The Boss Baby
• June 26-27:
Smurfs: The Lost Village

• July 3 & 5:
Captain Underpants
(No show on July 4)
• July 10-11:
Despicable Me 3

Library to serve summer lunches, games
The Grass Valley Library is
feeding more than just minds this
summer by offering a free lunch
to all children ages 18 and under, courtesy of the Grass Valley
School District Child Nutrition
Services and the Nevada County
Public Health Department.
“We are excited to collaborate
with these organizations to feed
children in our community,” said
Suzanne Grass, food services
director for the Grass Valley
School District Child Nutrition
Services. “Many children do not
have access to healthy, nutritious
meals during the summer. This
is a fantastic way for families
to participate in learning activities while eating a nutritious
lunch.”
The Summer Lunches Program is a partnership between
the Nevada County Community Library, The Grass Valley
School District and the Nevada
County Public Health Depart-

ment. It will span the length of
the summer starting Thursday,
June 14 ending Tuesday, August
14. There is no income requirement to participate and all are
welcome. Each weekday at noon
children can come to the Library
for a meal and an interactive
activity. While adults will not
be provided a full meal, snacks
for parents and caregivers have
been donated by the Briar Patch
Co-p.
Rachel Schneider, the youth
librarian spearheading this project, has planned after-lunch
activities focused on learning,
movement and health.
“We wanted to make sure
that kids are having fun as
well as having a great lunch,”
Schneider said. The Grass Valley Library staff has planned
multiple entertainment options
for children and teens to enjoy
after their meal thanks to supplies provided by the California

Library Association. Activities
will include art projects, science experiments, yard games,
bubbles, and more. Children and
families are welcome to stay in
the library as long as they like
after lunch.
This program comes as a welcome need for families in the
Grass Valley area. Currently 60
percent of children in the Grass
Valley School District receive
free or reduced lunch throughout
the school year.
Jill Blake, director of Nevada County Public Health, said,
“Summer Lunch at the Library
is an important step towards increasing the food safety net in
our community. We are delighted to partner with the Grass Valley Library and the Grass Valley
School District on this project.”
For more information, contact
Rachel Schneider by emailing
rachel.schneider@co.nevada.
ca.us or calling 530-470-2695.

• July 17-18:
The Emoji Movie
• July 24-25:
The Lego Ninjago Movie
• July 31-Aug. 1:
Ferdinand

The Friends of the Nevada
County Libraries will hold its
next monthly book sale from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday, July
7, at the Doris Foley Historical
Library at 211 N. Pine St. in Nevada City.
The July sale will feature
books on art. Thousands of other
paperbacks and hardbacks also
will be available. Most cost between 50 cents and $3. Proceeds
go toward library materials, programs and equipment.
Gently used books can be donated at any Nevada County library branch or outside Raley’s
grocery in Grass Valley. For
more information, call 530-2651407 or email friends@ ncfol.
org.

Visit our website at:

NevadaCityAdvocate.online
e
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Karen Newell Young
& Stacy Drake

Around Town
Making music

Ginny Riffey has been appointed as Music in the Mountain’s interim executive director.
She will start work immediately,
overlapping until June 2 with the
present executive director,
and will continue
while
a search is
conducted for
her permanent
replacement.
Ginny Riffey
Riffey has an
extensive history with Music in
the Mountains in virtually all areas, including as a board member, chair of board development,
president of the Alliance volunteer organization, and as volunteer in many capacities. She has
already been working with the
MIM administration to stream-

line operations and improve
communications. In the past,
she served as executive director
of one of the auxiliaries of the
Navy Relief Society, a national
nonprofit dedicated to helping
service members in need.

The write stuff

Nevada City author Josh Weil
bested Pulitzer Prize winners
to land the coveted California
Book Awards with his short story fiction collection, “The Age
of Perpetual Light.” He has won
many awards,
this time over
“Less,”
by
Andrew Sean
Greer, a finalist in the California Book
Awards.
In
Josh Weil
2015, Weil was
the winner of the Dayton Literary
Peace Prize for his novel “The
Great Glass Sea” over “All the
Light We Cannot See,” that year’s
Pulitzer winner, Anthony Doerr.
The California Book Awards has
honored scores of writers who
later became famous, such as
John Steinbeck, Jared Diamond,
Joyce Maynard, Adrienne Rich
and Michael Chabon. Weil will
be honored June 12 at San Francisco’s Commonwealth Club.

Celebrants at a previous Humbug Day at Malikoff Diggins.

Celebrating Humbug

Malakoff Diggins Celebrates
52 years with Humbug Day,
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday,
June 9. The event, hosted by
Friends of North Bloomfield and
Malakoff Diggins, commemorates the Diggins’ Golden Olden
Days as park staff and volunteers
in period costume interpret its
historic past in North Bloomfield, which used to be called
Humbug. Activities will include
gold panning, games, contests
and crafts. The Buffalo Gals will
perform. For more information,
visit malakoffdigginsstatepark.
org.

Tapestry hosts author

The June Tapestry Network will host author Deneen
Troupe-Buitrago, who wrote
“Grow From Your Overflow,”
at its networking event Thursday, June 21. The event is at the
Tapestry Office at 133 Neal St.,
Grass Valley. Troupe-Buitrago is
an author, speaker and educator,
focusing on incorporating God
into your business.

State group meets locally

Nevada County Arts Council
invites the community to a public
meeting hosted by the California
Arts Council on Thursday, June

GRASS
VALLEY

7, at 10 a.m. The Arts Council is
holding one of its five meetings
here in Nevada County. Council
Members — along with senior
staff members including California Arts Council’s new executive
director, Anne Bown-Crawford
— will arrive from different
parts of the state for the all-day
session.

Around Town

features news from local residents
and organizations. You can send news
of noteworthy achievements, honors,
awards and scholarships to
karen.newell.young@gmail.com
or stacy@nevadacityadvocate.com.

Shops • Furniture
Clothing • Car Care
Restaurants • Stylists
Realtors • Wineries
Books • Home Decor
Sporting Goods • Movies
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‘James and the Giant Peach’ opens July 12
Sierra Stages will present the
childhood favorite “James and
the Giant Peach” based on the
book by Roald Dahl from July
12 through Aug. 4 at Nevada
Theatre in Nevada City.
The play, with words and
music by Benj Pasek, Justin Pau
and Timothy Allen McDonald,
tells the story of 4-year-old orphan James who accidentally
drops magic crystals by a peach
tree and then strange things that
start to happen.
The book “James and the
Giant Peach” was published in
1961 and launched Dahl’s career
as a children’s writer.
“I instantly fell in love with
the score upon hearing the 2015
cast recording, and immediately tried to figure out how
Sierra Stages could bring the
show to Nevada County,” Sierra
Stages music director Ken Getz
said.
The production will feature
young actors and should be enjoyed by younger audiences,
according to Peter Mason, the
managing director for Sierra
Stages.
“For ‘James and the Giant
Peach,’ in addition to casting a
10-year old as James, we have
four teenagers in the ensemble,”
he said. “Because Roald Dahl’s
book is well known, we expect
to have lots of kids in the audience. At the same time, the show
is entertaining and a lot of fun
for older audiences too. It’s a
great way for families to share
the unique and exhilarating ex-

Animal law
topic of June
19 seminar
Animal law will be the focus of the monthly Noontime
Legal Seminar that will be held
by from noon to 1 p.m. on Tuesday, June 19, at
Nevada County
Superior Court
in Nevada City.
Attorney
Fran Cole of
Grass
Valley
Fran Cole
will
present
the
one-hour
seminar that examines contracts,
criminal law, torts, property,
constitutional law, commercial
law, wills and trusts, domestic
relations, environmental law,
evidence, patent and tax law.
Cole is a partner in the Sacramento law firm Diamond, Baker,
Mitchell, LLP, and specializes in
business transactions. Locally,
she serves on boards and as legal counsel for nonprofits and is
a volunteer dog walker at Sammie’s Friends Nevada County
Animal Shelter.
The Nevada County Law
Library hosts the seminar, which
costs $15 for members of the
public and $30 for attorneys,
who will receive one hour of
MCLE credit. To enroll, call
530-265-7161 or email Law.
Library@nccourt.net and arrive
15 minutes early for registration.

The childhood favorite “James and the Giant Peach” is being presented by Sierra Stages at the Nevada Theatre in Nevada City.
perience of live theatre.”
The production will be directed by Robert Rossman, with

music direction by Ken Getz.
Scenic and puppet design is by
Teresa Shea, lighting design is

by Erin Beatie and Devin Cameron Jewett, and costume design
is by Leslie Dilloway.
The Nevada County cast
includes Bren Altenbach, Micah Cone, Kate Haight, Darrell
Hovander, Tina Marie Kelley,
Susan Mason, Danny McCammon, Dawn Simmons, Angela
Williams, Audrey Delgado, Katie Dorland, Triston Druktenis,
Vicki Goss, Jozi Gullickson,
Hailey Patrick, Reyn Smith,
Mimi Vishoot, and Jasper Waters.
The production also will feature a live theatre orchestra.
Performances are at 7:30 p.m.
on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays and at 2 p.m. on Sundays.
Reserved seating is available.
For ticket and more information,
visit sierrastages.org.
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Compline: Choirs started by LA trombonist
Continued from page 1
minds and bodies for slumber.
It is a calming, contemplative,
soothing service that dates back
to 379 AD.
And it is chanted monthly
here in Nevada City at Trinity
Church, one of only about 100
locations in the country where it
is regularly performed, mostly in
the Pacific Northwest and along
the East Coast.
“People keep discovering that
it touches a part of their souls
through the music and the text,”
says Jeff Reynolds, who started
the monthly service at Trinity nine years ago and conducts,
composes and arranges the music.
“It has its own intrinsic value,” he says. “By listening you
are transmuted to another place.”
The church is kept dark for
the service with candles providing the only light. The choir is
in the loft away from sight. In
medieval times, the service was
only 10 minutes long and the
chants were limited to a single
line of music with no harmony
and no rhythm connotation.
“It was so un-21st century,”
says Reynolds. “In the last half
century, by using more harmonized pieces, we’ve increased
the enjoyment. “
Trinity has four different
Compline choirs: two all male,
one all female, and a family
quartet. Although it’s popular
today to mix the sexes in the
choirs, in the beginning they
were separate.
“We have kept it alive by
mostly not having it mixed,”
says Reynolds. “Call us old
school, very old school.”
Reynolds sits at the dining

Check it out

The next Compline will be
held Sunday, July1, at 7 p.m.
in the Trinity Episcopal
Church at the corner of
Nevada and High streets
in Nevada City.
room table of his spacious home
in rural Nevada County trying
mightily to explain the simple
yet complicated musical notation of chants to a musician who
can’t read music, unlike his choir
members who must.
Finally, he resorts to singing
a short 500-year-old Moravian
chant in a warm, pitch-perfect
tenor.
“It is most humbling being
connected with Compline,” he
says. “It’s a perfect vehicle for
whatever talents I have.”
And if there’s anyone with
the chops to master an ancient
music and land it in the Sierras,
it’s Reynolds.
He retired here in 2009 after
spending 37 years playing bass
trombone in the Los Angeles
Philharmonic.
“It was a great job,” he says.
“There was a lot of touring. I got
to play for all the great conductors: Zubin Mehta, Leonard Bernstein and Carlo Maria Giulini. I
played on background tracks of
200 movies. I was in the church
choir where I got a lot of choral experience. I taught at Long
Beach State.
“Now that set me up for doing Compline. It overshadows
all that music.”
His first rehearsal had only
four men.
“It was hard to find what to

Compline chanters from Trinity Church in Nevada City include: front row from left to right: Jeff Reynolds, Daniel McCord. 2nd row: Austin McClintock, Anna Reynolds-Trabucco, Jim Reynolds. 3rd row:
Don Baggett, Allan Haley, Caleb Callaway. 4th row: Andrew Langdon, Mike Bloebaum, Toby ThomasRose, Bill Trabucco, Matt Reynolds, Robbie Merchant.
do. We got advice from other
groups.”
Among them were chanters at
St. Mark’s Cathedral in Seattle, a
fertile ground for Compline due
in part to the hall’s rich acoustics.
“The sound of the hall is what
makes it the most successful.
The hall becomes part of the atmosphere. It’s mystical, soothing. It comes from a level that’s
not in the here and now, not on
the same wavelength,” Reynolds
says.
“For people who come to
Compline, there’s nothing to do.
They are listeners.”
Despite the fact that the Com-

PHOTO BY MICHAEL YOUNG

Jeff Reynolds, standing in the Trinity Church choir loft, conducts,
composes and arranges the music.
pline performs in a Christian
church with music that is historically Roman Catholic, “it’s not a
religious thing. Most of the people who come are not from our
church. Most of the singers are
not from our church. You don’t
have to be in a religious order.”
The Complines are held in
Trinity at 7 p.m. on the first Sunday of the month and all Sundays in Lent.
“We get a pretty good audience,” Reynolds says. “The
church holds 90 but we’ve had
145 people show up. Trinity was
originally built in 1854, but it
burned down in 1859 and finally
rebuilt by miners in 1874, which
is what stands there now.”
Reynolds takes his visitor on

a tour of his property where he
built a 1,300-square-foot barn
whose only purpose is to house
his massive model train collection and display. It’s an amazing
sight with miniature mountains
and villages and 300 model train
cars.
He thumbs through a stack of
model train hobbyist magazines,
pointing out that his collection is
regularly featured. But then he
pauses to make clear what takes
priority.
“It’s a wonderful hobby, but
Compline is my passion. This is
my life right now. I’m 74. I’m in
the 11th hour of my ‘gig.’ Nothing in my lifetime has been as
important as this.
“Nothing.”

PHOTO BY MICHAEL YOUNG

Jeff Reynolds in the barn he built to house his collection of model
trains.
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Historian to lead tour of cemeteries
Have you ever been curious
about the missing headstones in
Pioneer Cemetery, or wondered
who built the beautiful tributes
to loved ones in the cemetery of
St. Canice?
Local cemetery expert and
historian Chris Ward will lead
the Doris Foley Library’s first
annual tour of the two cemeteries. The walking tour starts at 10
a.m. on Saturday, June 16, at the
library at 211 North Pine St. in
Nevada City.
After the tour ends around
noon, guests will return to the
library and be taught how to
search obituaries and records by
using the new Scan Pro 3000 microfilm scanners. Refreshments
will be served, and library staff
and volunteers will be on hand
to assist guests.
Those interested in attending
can register at mynevadacounty.
com/library or by calling 530265-1407. The Cemetery Walking Tour is a Nevada County
Library project that is supported by the Libraries Illuminated project of the California
State Library and with Califor-

St. Canice Cemetery will be one of two cemeteries featured in the Doris Foley Library’s first annual
walking tour on June 16 in Nevada City.
nia Library Services Act funding, which is administered by
the California Library Services

Board.
For more information, call
Tiffany Roberts at 530-265-

4606 or Jillene Davidson at 530470-2747.
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KVMR to
celebrate 40th
anniversary
July 21
KVMR Community Radio
will celebrate 40 years on Saturday, July 21, at Pioneer Park
in Nevada City with a Summer
Music Festival.
The day will feature seven
bands, two stages, and shared
memories from broadcasters
who have been with the radio
station since the beginning. The
music will be provided by bands
that have played an integral
part throughout KVMR history,
including Paul Kamm & Eleanore McDonald, The HeiferBelles, Grease Grit & Grime,
Saul & Elena Rayo, Brandy
Robinson, Achilles Trio and
Buck Love & the Humperheads.
Food, drink and crafts will
be available for purchase from
local vendors. Gates will open at
3 p.m., with the show beginning
at 3:30 p.m. Tickets are $10 at
the gate, with veterans half price
and kids under 15 free.
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Shops • Gifts • Restaurants • Home Decor • Clothing• Groceries
Books • Yoga • Jewelry • Bakery • Music • Health • Beauty

Invite more
shoppers to
your downtown!
Call 530-277-1880
or 530-559-6378

or email:
stacy@nevadacityadvocate.com
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Stay happy and healthy at the Yuba

Dr. Roger Hicks

To your
Health

Nothing says summer in Nevada County quite like a day at
the river. As the founding president of SYRCL and a board
member for more than 30 years,
the Yuba is dear to my heart. It’s
the best place I know of to recharge one’s spirit and cool off
on a hot day.
But a river can also be dangerous. While it may appear
calm, the current under the surface can be quite strong, especially early in the season. Every
year there are drownings or neardrownings in the Yuba. Some are
related to alcohol: people with
judgement or coordination im-

paired by alcohol jump or fall in.
Others occur when people are so
anxious to get back in the river
after a long winter they are simply caught unaware by the fastmoving river and swept away.
If you see someone in distress
and can help without endangering your own life, get that person out of the water as quickly
as possible and call for assistance. If the victim is unresponsive, open the airway and give
two rescue breaths by mouth to
mouth that make the chest rise.
If the person remains unresponsive, begin CPR. (Do you know
CPR?)
Each year, winter water
moves rocks and changes the
depth of pools. Be sure you
know how deep the water is at
your favorite spot this year before jumping in. Diving into the
Yuba is dangerous due to hitting
your head on the bottom and
ending up unconscious or with a
broken neck.
A common river injury is, unfortunately, cut feet from broken
glass. Please do not take glass to
the river. If you see any glass left
behind and can safely remove it,
please do. You could be saving
someone a trip to urgent care for

Dr. Marya Hicks, Dr Roger Hicks, Jesse Hicks and Linda Rachmel
have some fun in the sun on the Yuba River in Nevada County.
stitches.
Whether you drive to a picnic
spot near Bridgeport or hike the
back trails along Edwards Crossing, there are a few other things
to keep in mind to make sure you
have a safe and enjoyable time.
First, be sure to stay hydrated.
Our bodies are about 60 percent

water, and water is key to optimal functioning and peak performance. The first symptoms
of dehydration can be vague – a
headache or feeling tired, lightheaded, or cranky – rather than
the classic dry mouth and thirst.
But if you experience any of
these symptoms while playing

COLFAX

Attract more
shoppers
to your business
in Colfax!

Your ad could be on this page
for a low community ad rate.

Call 530-277-1880
or 530-559-6378
Nevada City Advocat e

outside, take a few minutes and
have some water, an electrolyte
drink or some other beverage.
Wear sturdy shoes. Slippery
rocks and unstable ground can
mean sprains, pulled or strained
muscles or broken bones. Consider taking a walking stick for
stability, slow down when the
terrain is uneven, and watch out
for exposed roots and jutting
rocks.
Take along plenty of snacks.
Protein bars, trail mix and fresh
fruit can replenish energy after exerting yourself in the outdoors. Just remember the Golden
Rule of the river – if you pack it
in, please pack it out!
A director of the Urgent Care
Association of America from
2011 to 2017, Dr. Roger Hicks
served as the Association’s treasurer and then secretary. He is
a founder and current board
member of the Urgent Care Assurance Company, a malpractice
company specializing in urgent
care. He is the founding President of the California Urgent
Care Association. He is also the
founding president of the South
Yuba River Citizens League and
served on SYRCL’s Board of Directors for 30 years
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Foggy Mountain: Owner seeks right kind of buyer

Continued from page 1
in in the morning, and not have
to call the shop every day I’m
not here,” she said.
Presently there is no time
frame for the sale because finding the right buyer is important
to Sorci. “You have to find the
right person, because I want it
to be a success. I want it to continue.”
Foggy Mountain opened in
1974 with the help of Mary Ellen’s mother, Marilyn DotySorci, who bought the building and worked in the store for
many years. Doty-Sorci was
a renowned violin player and
child prodigy from San Francisco, who made her debut at age
five at the San Francisco Opera
House, and eventually played
before President Franklin Roosevelt.
“She was a hard-working
musician herself, and played all
over the world,” said Mary Ellen.

PHOTO BY ANDREW WEDGBURY

Student Driver performs Sunday at the Foggy Mountain Music store party in Grass Valley.
Nevada County residents remember Marilyn Doty from her
many years of playing locally,
whether jamming with others in
an assortment of styles or playing with Celtic harpist Lisa Stine
in a violin-harp duo. Mary Ellen’s father was also a musician
and played with Tommy Dorsey,
amongst others.
The 19th-century building
that the store inhabits has gone
through many changes and modernizations but retains the historical feel of old Grass Valley.
In fact, the roof of the building
still has an 1800s fire-prevention
design.
“You have the roof rafters,
then you have bricks on top of
that, and then there’s dirt on top
of that, because of the fire problem back in the 1800s. If there
was a fire, the fire would burn
the rafters, and the brick and dirt
would fall and put the fire out.
And it’s still up there,” Mary Ellen said.
Over the years the music
business hasn’t really changed,
but the gear has, Sorci said. For
example, digital equipment has
taken over analog and requires
different support.
“It’s not like getting a guitar
and amp and just plugging it in.
You have to have digital interfacing, which leads to other gear.
We don’t get into software that
much because you can download
that on the internet, and it changes so quickly. But we do sell all
the hardware.”
As far as the internet is con-

cerned, it has influenced independent music stores, and Foggy
Mountain has taken the competition in stride with matching
pricing. But more importantly,
the store continues to offer the
hands-on experience that internet suppliers of instruments cannot.
“If it’s raining or snowing outside, it’s a lot easier to
sit there and just click to order
some strings or something like
that,” she said. “But when it
comes down to buying a musical
instrument, whether it’s a guitar
or drum or fiddle, you want to
play it. It’s really important that
somebody gets something that
fits them,” she said.
People visit and support the
store because they know they
will get answers to their questions and be shown an assortment of options, she noted. “After being in the music business
for so long and being founded
with my family and musical instruments, I have a pretty good
scope on what I think it’s like for
each individual.”
Mary Ellen debated her retirement for quite a while, discussing it with just friends and
employees, before the time had
come. Managing inventory, employees, customers and all the
hundreds of details that come up
had taken a toll on her.
“I’m past retirement age, and
I kept finding my feet hurt and I
just don’t have the youth and vitality I once had,” she said. “But
you know, I have good employ-

ees, and I would probably stick
around if somebody wanted me
to work part time, maybe for
another year, to make a smooth
transition.”
She emphasized that she still
loves what she does at the store,
it is one of her passions, and enjoys interacting with generations
of musicians that have come to
Foggy Mountain.
“The best part of this job is
talking to the musicians that
come passing through here. We
get all the people from the Center of the Arts, all the famous
and non-famous, and they’re all
really fun to talk to. And they all
have a story to tell you. We get
people from all over the world.
It’s really a great place to work,
and I’m really fortunate I have
that.”
Following a tradition that
started 40 years ago, Foggy
threw a parking lot party Sunday,
June 3, to celebrate Mary Ellen’s
dad’s birthday who was also a
fine musician. “We’ve done 40
of them,” she said with a laugh.
“Forty parties in 40 years!”
On an already hot day it was a
rockin’ affair with Student Driver, the Dave Roscon Band, and
special guests sitting in. Besides
hotdogs, soda, and ice cream,
there was a raffle of a ukulele
and a Fender acoustic, as well as
many other fun musical items for
players of all ages. A good time
was had by all, and after 44 years
there surely were many stories
being told behind the old building on West Main Street.

To
advertise
call

(530) 277-1880
or (530) 559-6378

15 | June 2018

COMMUNITY

PHOTO BY KIAL JAMES

The Nevada County Fairgrounds will be the site of five Music in the Mountains
SummerFest concerts.

MIM’s SummerFest runs
from June 23 to July 3
Led by Artistic Director Pete Nowlen
and resident conductor Ryan Murray,
the 37th annual Music in the Mountains
SummerFest will stretch over the course
of 11 days from June 23 through July 3
and welcome more than 65 professional
musicians and thousands of attendees to
the Nevada County Fairgrounds in Grass
Valley.
The 2018 program embodies the bold
spirit of summer – everything is singing
and alive. Beginning with Handel and
Bach and finishing with a spirited Patriotic Pops, SummerFest also includes
Brahms Serenade No. 1, Rachmaninoff’s
luscious 2nd Symphony, a tribute to
American greats and the songs of Leonard Bernstein and George Gershwin, and
the evocative and intoxicating songs of
thwarted love from Romeo and Juliet,
Carmen, and more.
For ticket and more information, call
530-265-6124, visit musicinthemountains.org or visit the box office from noon

to 4 p.m. Tuesday through Friday at 530
Searls Ave., Suite A, Nevada City.
The schedule is as follows:
• Garden Party at 6 p.m. Saturday, June
23, at Dunham Estate in Grass Valley;
• Brahms Serenade at 3 p.m. Sunday,
June 24, at Peace Lutheran Church in
Grass Valley;
• Summer Brass at 7 p.m. on Tuesday,
June 26, at Peace Lutheran Church in
Grass Valley;
• Rachmaninoff’s 2nd Symphony at 8
p.m. on Thursday, June 28, at the Great
Lawn, Nevada County Fairgrounds;
• Bernstein & Gershwin at 8 p.m. on
Saturday, June 30, at the Great Lawn, Nevada County Fairgrounds;
• Music of Love & Drama at 8 p.m. on
Sunday, July 1, at the Great Lawn, Nevada County Fairgrounds;
• Patriotic Pops at 8 p.m. at on Tuesday, July 3, at the Great Lawn, Nevada
County Fairgrounds.
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Museum: Current director started as a volunteer

Continued from page 1
under the auspices of Nevada City and
the Nevada County Historical Society, the
museum has worked to preserve Nevada
County’s transportation history and artifacts from the narrow gauge railroad era.
John Christensen, now director of the
museum, began volunteering in 1983 with
a few other members of the historical society and local railroad enthusiasts hoping
to find a way to enhance the memory of
the long-gone historical mining era railroad. It was not an easy ride.
They had visions of re-establishing a
segment of an operating railroad in Nevada County, but obstacles mounted as
property challenges, permits and financing issues intervened in plans for a museum. It took another 18 years for the dream
to materialize.
A train enthusiast since childhood
when the Santa Fe Railroad ran past his
backyard, Christensen said when he heard
the whistles blowing, he ran to the track.
I grew up with it,” he said. “I got the
bug really early. My uncle brought a Lionel train and set it up in our living room
and I took that engine to bed with me.”
He added: “The Southern Pacific Railroad also ran through my neighborhood
in Richmond and it was referred to as the
iron triangle since the tracks from both
railroad lines confined that section of
town near the old Kaiser Ship Yards.”
Christensen said many of the museum’s railroad equipment displays were
secured from post World War II abandoned railroads such as the Southern Pacific Narrow Gauge & West Side Lumber

PHOTO BY KAREN NEWELL YOUNG

Jim Fessler and director John Christensen flank Engine # 5, which starred in
more than 100 movies and TV episodes,
but was returned to the museum in 1985.

Company since their equipment was not
scrapped or disrupted by the war effort,
unlike the Nevada County Narrow Gauge
Railroad 1942.
He first acquired a 46-foot passenger
coach in Chico, which he was able to purchase through the historical society for
$2,000 in 1984. Another early milestone
was the acquisition of Engine #5.
“I began a publicity campaign to generate interest in acquiring Engine #5 from
Universal Studios” which helped him obtain the engine and other related railroad
equipment.
The engine, which had been sold by
the museum to Revue Studios in 1940,

PHOTO BY KAREN NEWELL YOUNG

Volunteer Ken Matthias and Jim Fessler ride the rails for railbus visitors at the
Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad Museum.
was used in more than 100 movies and
television episodes, such as “The Spoiler”
starring John Wayne as well as movies
like “Dawn at Socorro,” “Shenandoah,”
and “Rails into Laramie.”
Christensen traveled to Southern California along with the historical society’s
then-president Bruce Bollinger in early
1985 to arrange for its return. Lowell
Robinson, who owned Robinson Timber
Enterprises, sent two trucks to pick up the
engine and tender.
Throughout its 15 years, the museum
has had the support of hundreds in the
community and continues to be a major
attraction in the area. Despite a drizzling
rain, attendance on the Saturday of Memorial Day weekend broke all records,
with 193 railbus passengers, prompting
the museum to bring out its second bus
for three additional runs.
During 2017, the museum saw visitors
from 243 California cities, 35 states and
15 countries.
Madelyn Helling, who recently concluded 12 years as director of the mu-

PHOTO BY KAREN NEWELL YOUNG

John Christensen in the railyard.

seum, said “It’s important to preserve
this part of history. It’s our history and it
draws people to our community from far
and wide.”
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Read what some of our readers and advertisers
say about the Nevada City Advocate:

I’ve read the Advocate ever since it’s first issue. This issue says to me, “We have
an interesting, active, progressive, historic, caring community and we’re proud
of it—we invite you to experience it.” In a few words, the issue is great. Good
design, organization, writing. Great work.
Thanks. —Pat Barrentine
Thank you for your great work and your great paper that I read every month.
We are so lucky the Advocate is part of our community. I actually took pleasure
in paying for my ad with you. That’s because of how you present news and the
good feeling that I have when reading the Advocate. I also see that you have an
online PDF version of your paper. So my ad will be seen even wider which is
excellent news and well worth the price. Thank you Advocate for supporting a
thriving community! —Chula Gemignani

