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Fife adds another hotel to portfolio
After purchasing
the National, he
adds the Holbrooke
Karen Newell Young
Nevada City Advocate
In February, Jordan Fife purchased the historic National Hotel, which from time to time has
been rumored to harbor a ghost
or two. He got a taste of his own
medicine as new owner of the
Nevada City landmark.
As he was sitting in the hotel
bar, his cell phone suddenly levitated and fell to the floor. The
circuit breakers tripped, and he
heard strange noises at night.

Ghostly figures have also
been known to appear over the
years at the Holbrooke Hotel,
which was built as the Golden
Gate Saloon in 1852 and which
is considered to be the oldest
continually operating hotel west
of the Mississippi. But so far,
Fife, who is in escrow on the
Grass Valley property and expected to close Aug. 15, has seen
nary a spook.
Unlike the National Hotel—
which is closed until November
for extensive repairs, including a
new roof, a new rooftop terrace
restaurant and bathrooms—the
Holbrooke will stay open and
will be completed in phased renovations.
See Fife on page 5

Group ready to break
ground in Penn Valley
Andrew Wedgbury
Nevada City Advocate
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Jordan Fife’s company is closing escrow this month on the purchase
of the Holbrooke Hotel in downtown Grass Valley.

The Deadbeats just keep on truckin’
Nevada City tribute
band keeps the
Grateful Dead alive
Michael Young
Nevada City Advocate
The music never stopped. It
multiplied.
Twenty-three years after
the death of Jerry Garcia, the
Grateful Dead’s reluctant ruler,
a charismatic, creative lead guitarist and artful song writer, the
music he and the band created
that drew thousands of traveling
Deadheads has never been more
popular.
Garcia’s death effectively
ended the Grateful Dead. But it
didn’t end the music. Bands have
been springing up everywhere,
bands that either cover the music
note for note or pay tribute to the
music in interesting ways.

Tom Menig, the “Jerry” of the Deadbeats, at his Nevada County home.
There are now 547 Dead
bands around the world, according to one website that actually
names and locates them. They
range from multiple U.S. hot
spots in New York, Pennsylvania

Bike park
about to
spring to life

and Arizona to England, Japan
and even Israel, where a group
performs the songs in Hebrew.
Ground zero is California,
specifically the Bay Area, where
the group formed in 1965. But
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one of the best cover bands with
incredible musical chops and
a huge, loyal following is, you
guessed it, the Deadbeats right
here in Nevada City.
See The Deadbeats on back page

After years of planning, the
dream of having a professionally built bike park in Penn Valley
is close to becoming a reality
for a team of enthusiasts headed
by Richard Baker, John ‘Moss’
Quaglia and Lisa McCandless.
The Nevada County Planning
Commission has approved plans
for the Gateway Bike Park to be
built at Penn Valley’s Western
Gateway Park. Construction is
scheduled to be rolling by the
end of the year.
The genesis for the new park
started after Baker of Siteline Architecture in Nevada City went
with his son to the bike park in
Truckee about 2 ½ years ago.
“We enjoyed it so much. We
went up there numerous times in
the course of that year,” he said.
“While up there, I was so taken
by what a great community asset
that was and thought that idea
was something we should have
down here. I came back with the
goal of getting in contact with
people who would be interested
in getting that built.”
Baker noted that the Truckee
community bike park appeals to
a variety of ages and abilities –
from children on Strider bikes
without pedals, all the way to
more experienced riders looking
for challenging jumps and trails.
“There was a 65-year-old
woman on a brand-new jump
bike that she had just purchased,
with all the safety gear, with her
grandchild at the park. And you
See Bike park on page 4
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Artistic community remembers the ‘ambassador’
Andrew Wedgbury
Nevada City Advocate

It was standing room only at
the Open Book in Grass Valley
as friends, musicians, actors and
songwriters gathered on July 26 to
celebrate the life of Albert Martinez.
Almost 100 people came to
the bookstore to give spoken and
musical tributes to the well-known
musician who was active in many
areas of the community, open
mics, nursing homes, restaurants,
stage productions, and concerts.
A continuing theme that ran
through comments during the
night was how Martinez was generous with his time and talents,
encouraging others to pursue music and performing, and always
talking and making connections
for newcomers and locals alike.
He was instrumental in initiating musical opportunities through
open mics. He also started the
Songwriters Collective in 2016,
which sponsors the Songwriters
Showcase at the Open Book.
“He was full of ideas and
schemes, encouraging different
restaurants and bars to make a
home for music,” said musician
Gary Parks. “Finding musicians
and connecting them with opportunities to express themselves was
an essential part of his being.”
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Albert Martinez

Drummer Tom Agar said Martinez “set me on a course to get
re-engaged in the wonderful and
vibrant music culture we are all so
lucky to have here.”
Singer/songwriter Greg Case
of the Raw Blues band also echoed
the “musical ambassador” talents
of Martinez.
“I met Albert up here and he
immediately befriended me,” Case
said. “Through him I met the bass
player in my band and the Songwriters Collective, which I am a
member of, and he hooked me up
with gigs. He was a good friend.”
The original songs Case played
also touched on aspects of depression, which Albert had struggled
with in his life.
Many speakers that night expressed thoughts on Martinez’
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John Fox sings “I Shall Be Released”
by Bob Dylan at a memorial service
for Albert Martinez.

Poet Chris Olander reads at the
memorial that was held July 26 at
the Open Book in Grass Valley.

love of personal interaction.
“He really loved this community and had a passion for the people,” said Lucy Chang. “He was
one of the most loving, caring and
compassionate people I have ever
met.”
Jeannie Wood, executive director at Community Asian Theatre
of the Sierra, remembered how
he was always available to volunteer for a project, and how well he
worked with children.
“Whenever we had our student
matinees at the Nevada Theatre,
we always called Albert because
somehow he could command the
kids, they would always listen to
him.”
Parks also reinforced that Al-

bert enjoyed working with kids,
repairing bikes, and helping special needs children.
“Over the course of the 25
years that I knew Albert,” said
Pinky Zalkin, “whenever I needed
someone to sing to blind seniors
or homeless people or even politicians, Albert was always there.”
She continued her comments
with a poem by Irish poet John
O’Donohue called “O Bless the
Space Between Us.”
Musician John Fox said, “He
was very kind, he didn’t judge, and
it breaks my heart that he suffered,
that some of us didn’t catch that.”
He went on to play an emotional
version of Bob Dylan’s “I Shall Be
Released,” with the crowd singing

ARGALL WAY

SEARLS AVE.

BOST

RIDGE RD.

ZION ST.

SPD

To Downtown Nevada City
GOLD FLAT RD.

HILLS
BUSINESS DISTRICT

along on the chorus.
Poet Chris Olander read two of
his poems from his book “River
Light” and expressed how “nature
always puts me back in life, slaps
my face, and says ‘this is what
you’re here for, this is what you
have to do.’ It’s all about possibilities.”
Martinez’s friend of 24 years,
Kathryn Smith, spoke of shadow
and light in her remarks, of his tremendous energy, generosity and
creativity. “Because of his inner
strength he had a deep current of
depression most of us didn’t see
until very late. I invite all of you
to remember that each one of us
is a mystery. He finally followed a
deep downward trajectory, but like
many comets he left bursts of light
in his trail.”
The MC for the memorial evening was musician and organizer
Phil Missimore, and after playing
a few songs, he introduced the
many speakers and musicians (too
many to include here) that had
signed up to play.
Throughout the night there
was a variety of entertainment
that would have pleased Martinez
– folk, jazz, rock and poetry representing a talented community
finished off with a liberal dose of
jamming by a group of people that
had all crossed paths with “ambassador” Albert Martinez.

Nevada City’s Other Downtown
• Shops • Restaurants • Brewery

• Movies • Groceries • Personal Care
• Furniture • Martial Arts • Auto Repair
• Auto Parts • And More!
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‘Seeing Red’ takes
a trip back to 1912

Paul Emery and Miners Foundry will
present the Tony Award-winning San
Francisco Mime Troupe in a special twilight outdoor performance at 7 p.m. on
Friday, Aug. 17, in downtown Nevada
City.
Kicking off its 59th season, the San
Francisco Mime Troupe serves up laughs
and provides a surprising history of
American socialism from the perspective
of a time-traveling Trump voter in the political satire “Seeing Red: A Time Travel
Musical.”
Written by Rotimi Agbabiaka with
Joan Holden, with music and lyrics by Ira
Marlowe, “Seeing Red” features Mime
Troupe veterans Lisa Hori-Garcia, Keiko
Shimosato Carreiro, Michael Gene Sullivan, as well as Andre Amarotico.
“Seeing Red” opens on Election Night
2018 and Bob swears she’ll never vote
again. Decades of watching her town
get devastated by falling wages and outsourced factory jobs has made this former
Obama voter take a chance on the new
guy promising change – Donald J. Trump.
But it’s two years into his presidency
and Bob’s still waiting to start winning.
Tonight, she’s drowning her sorrows at
the neighborhood bar, telling anyone
who’ll listen that all politicians are liars,
the system is rigged, and nothing’s ever
gonna change.
Then along comes a mysterious stranger with an intriguing offer. He’ll show her
an America where working people of all
races and genders come together to demand a brighter future, where socialism
isn’t a dirty word. He’ll take her back to
1912.

The San Francisco Mime Troupe will
perform on Aug. 17 at Miners Foundry
in Nevada City.
As Bob finds herself back in the heyday of the American Socialist Party, she
realizes that she may have more in common with those blue state progressives.
She begins to ask: What will it take to
get people to stop voting against their
interests? How do we overcome the divide-and-conquer tactics that keep us
all down? When did America’s electoral
choices get so limited? And isn’t it time to
get off the swinging pendulum that’s left
us at our current impasse?
Tickets are $20 and available at Miners Foundry, 325 Spring St. in Nevada
City, Briar Patch Co-op in Grass Valley,
at minersfoundry.org or by calling 530265-5040. The doors open at 6:30 p.m.,
music starts at 7 p.m. and the show begins
at 7:30 p.m.

Rotary duck race Sept. 9
features $5,000 top prize

Several thousand racing ducks will
splash into the rapids of Deer Creek on
Sunday, Sept. 9, as the 49er Breakfast Rotary Club of Nevada City presents its 27th
Annual Gold Country Duck Race.
The Duck Race culminates a big Nevada City weekend that includes Revolutionary War re-enactments in Pioneer
Park on Saturday and Sunday and the
52nd Annual Nevada City Constitution
Day Parade through the downtown historic district at 2 p.m. Sunday.
49er Rotarians and other community
groups are now distributing Duck Race
entry tickets. A $5 donation allows holders to compete for a $5,000 grand prize,
$1,000 second prize and $500 third prize.
Many other prizes also will be awarded.
The duck race is centered along Deer
Creek at the foot of Broad Street. The
Race Festival with food, drink, music and
games starts at 1 p.m. in the Century 21
Cornerstone Realty parking lot, which
offers a “bird’s eye” view of the racing

ducks in the creek below. Admission is
free. Entry tickets will be available at the
event.
The toy duck competition begins at
2:30 p.m. The top 40 ducks in each of
five preliminary races qualify for the 5:30
p.m. Grand Prize Final.
The 2018 Ducktator (race director)
Jody Osceola said proceeds from the race
go directly to local and international Rotary projects, including the worldwide effort to eradicate polio.
“Matched with our hands-on efforts
and personal donations, your funds help
us make a difference here and in the
world,” she said.
The duck race is 49er Rotary’s largest annual fundraiser and benefits many
youth and community groups. Over the
years, 49er Rotary has raised more than
$1 million to benefit local and international service projects.
For more information, see a 49er Rotarian or visit 49erRotary.org.

Renting issues topic of legal seminar
Landlord and Tenant Rights will be
the topic of the monthly Noontime Legal
Seminar that will be held by from noon
to 1 p.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 21, at Nevada
County Superior Court at 201 Church St.
in Nevada City.
Attorneys Kathy Lindsay of Grass
Valley and Larry Montgomery of Nevada

City will present the seminar. The Nevada County Law Library hosts the event,
which costs $15 for the public and $30
for attorneys, who receive one hour of
MCLE credit.
To enroll, call 530-265-7161 or email
Law.Library@nccourt.net and arrive 15
minutes early for registration.
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Bike park: Creation has been a true team effort
Continued from page 1
had lots of people sitting around
having picnic lunches, watching
the kids ride bikes. It’s a great
environment for getting exercise, but also building community. I felt it would be a great
resource for this place.”
Baker and his team have been
working through the planning
process for about two years,
utilizing resources such as the
International Mountain Biking
Association (IMBA), Bicyclists
of Nevada County (BONC), the
Rotary Club, Nevada County
staff, the Western Gateway Park
and Recreation District, and other interested parties who were determined to see the idea become
a reality. He reiterated that to get
to this stage in development really took a team effort and credits
the hard work done by Quaglia
and McCandless over the years.

“Moss and
I got together
early on, and
he had already
identified this
location generally, and had
done prelimRichard Baker inary discussions with the
park Board,” Baker said.
Moss, he added, was instrumental in the early phases of the
project, and McCandless. was
very helpful, both because she is
a bicyclist and also because she
works for a consulting engineering firm.
“When we were asked to do a
biological report for the project,
she was able to help us out with
that, and she’s also very good
with all the other applications.
“We worked with IMBA to
come up with the initial study
of the location to determine if
the various bike park elements
that we wanted to have included
would work there” Baker said.
“Once that was completed we
worked with Nevada City Engineering to map the area and
develop a document that would
let us apply for a revision to the
master plan of Western Gateway
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Park.”
The initial application came
back with several revisions,
mostly due to the proximity of
the elements to neighboring parcels. But after meeting with district officials and hammering out
details, revisions were made to
address concerns.
“We had our Planning Commission meeting about a month
and a half ago and gained their
approval at that meeting,” he
said.
Building the park, to be directed by Mountain Trail Concepts and BONC, will take time,
volunteers and money. The site
is about 4-5 acres of undulating
terrain and will include trails,
dirt jumps, a pump track, a kid’s
pump park, all integrated with
attention to preserving existing
oak groves and foliage.
“Our goal is really to fit it in
with the existing vegetation and
topography, without bringing
in a lot of soil or moving a lot
of soil on the site,” Baker said.
“Creating the bumps and jumps
and berms within the topography
and fitting it in under the canopy of existing vegetation that is
there.”
Fundraising for the project
has been ongoing, with many
donations coming in through
gatewaybikepark.com, as well as
donations of services.
“My personal goal was to
gain approval and then help raise
the money,” Baker said. “The

next step is to build the thing,
and that’s not my specialty. Our
goal is to raise about $125,000
to build the elements of the track
and also have some money in an
account to be used to maintain
the track. To date, I’ve raised
about $35,000, so we’re on track
to making our goal.”
Donations received for the
park will be processed by BONC
and are fully tax deductible.
Construction on the new park
is in preliminary stages with
fire access roads and upgrades
to parking areas being required
before the park can open. Baker
predicted that work would start
this month, and would include
ADA-compliant parking, areas
for people with disabilities to
watch the bicyclists, a drinking
fountain, and an area where people can work on their bikes.
“Once those are in place,
we’ll build the very first element
of the park, which will be the
strider track and the pump track.
We hope to get that built in September,” Baker said.
Although it has taken years to
accomplish, the Gateway Bike
Park will become a reality by the
end of the year and should have
elements to ride by no later than
the early part of 2019. For bicycle enthusiasts of all ages, it not
only will provide an opportunity
to get out and ride on a professionally designed bike park, but
to enjoy some family time in a
beautiful location.
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Miners Foundry will be hosting Greg Brown on Aug. 30

Folk musician returning to Nevada City
Renowned folk artist Greg Brown will
perform on Thursday, Aug. 30, at Miners Foundry Cultural Center in downtown
Nevada City. Brown, who lives in Iowa,
recorded his last album “Hymns to What
is Left,” in 2012. He now considers him-

self semi-retired and tours occasionally. He
last performed in Nevada City in 2016. The
show starts at 8 p.m. For ticket and more
information, visit minersfoundry.org or call
530-265-5040. Tickets also are available at
Briar Patch Co-op in Grass Valley.

Music of the Talking Heads will perform reggae style at 8 p.m. on Friday,
Aug. 17, at The Center for the Arts OnTheGo concert at the Grass Valley Elks
Lodge at 109 S. School St. The band is
the brainchild of Jamaican-born Mystic
Bowie, best known as a vocalist of the
Tom Tom Club. For ticket and more information, call 530-272-5333 ext 14 or
visit thecenterforthearts.org. Tickets also
are available at the BriarPatch Food Coop
in Grass Valley

Mystic Bowie

Mystic Bowie coming to Grass Valley

Fife: Has several plans for Holbrooke

Continued from page 1
“The Purcell house and grounds (located in the back of the property) will be done
first,” Fife said. “Then we will move to the
lobby and restaurant, then the Iron Door” in
the basement of the hotel, which he plans as
a speakeasy. “Following this we will stage a
re-launch of the property.”
Fife said he has several ideas for the new
Holbrooke, which he sees as “the central hub
of the business community in town.” The
venue is already home to several community
service groups that meet for lunch.
Although both hotels will reflect their
time period, “the National is more Victorian
in style than the Holbrooke, which is more
California Klondike,” Fife said. By which he
means, more rustic.
He added that he hopes to use the front of
the Holbrooke as potential retail space. “We
want to bring people into shop, eat and use
the space for various uses.
“I want to be very conscious of buying

a historic property, yet still allow it to stay
open to meet the tourists’ needs and keep
jobs open.”
Fife says moving from Gold Rush-era
prospecting to hunting hotels in quaint towns
is the focus of his company, the National Exchange Hotel Co. It is reviewing other properties in historic towns, including Asheville,
N.C., and Carmel Valley, although none has
approached the escrow process.
He is about to launch a new chapter in his
life in another small town, Chico, where he
has been asked by CSU to be a guest lecturer.
“I go once a quarter to lecture to the business and hospitality school about entrepreneurship, design, architecture and business
management,” he said.
“It’s a very positive and rewarding experience to be able to share my knowledge
with younger people who may want to break
into the hotel management and business
startup field.”
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Robinson Plaza: The rest of the story

Steve Cottrell

Our History
I enjoyed Karen Newell
Young’s insightful article about
former city manager Beryl Robinson in the July edition of the Nevada City Advocate. He was city
manager for most of my first three
terms on the City Council, so reading Karen’s story with its photo of
Beryl standing in Robinson Plaza
brought back some fond memories
–– one in particular.
In the summer of 1999, I met
with fellow councilman Pat Dyer
and told him about something
I wanted to do. Pat agreed to
support the idea –– provided I had
the city attorney’s legal blessing.
City Attorney Jim Anderson
said if I did what I planned to do,
the city would probably not be accused of violating the state’s open
meeting laws –– unless, of course,
someone complained. That was
not exactly the sort of legal bless-

PHOTO BY DAVE CARTER

Beryl P. Robinson, Jr. –– a
native son and community
leader –– for whom Robinson
Plaza is named.

In September 1999, the nub of Main Street in front of the Nevada
City Chamber of Commerce was dedicated in honor of longtime
City Manager Beryl Robinson.
ing Pat was hoping for, but close
enough.
For our next council meeting, I
requested a closed session to discuss a personnel matter –– namely,
an evaluation of Beryl’s job performance. But my request specif-

ically excluded him from being in
attendance, and that did not please
Mr. Robinson. He was upset.
Beryl’s penetrating glares
during the public portion of the
meeting that night were a bit intimidating, but I was sure all
would end well. He was understandably upset at me for calling
a closed session to evaluate his
job performance without him being allowed in the room. He even
asked before the meeting if there
was something I should be sharing
with him. I told him everything
was fine. He didn’t believe me.
When we went into closed session, the only people in the room
were five councilmembers and the
city attorney. We talked for 10-12

minutes, then emerged from the
closed-door session and reconvened in public.
Beryl was seething, but not for
long.
To publicly report out what had
been approved in private, I introduced a resolution –– quickly approved by a unanimous city council vote –– affirming that the nub
of Main Street would henceforth
be known as Robinson Plaza.
Keeping that idea a secret from
Beryl –– and getting unanimous
approval from the three shocked
City Council colleagues who had
no idea why I had requested such
an unorthodox closed session ––
was one of the highlights of my 16
years on the city council.
It’s not easy to fool Beryl, but
Pat Dyer, Jim Anderson and I were
able to do it. Once.
Later, to celebrate Beryl becoming the longest-serving city
manager in state history, the
council supported placement of a
bronze plaque to publicly dedicate
Robinson Plaza. And I was given

the honor of writing the plaque
verbiage.
When the large bronze plaque
arrived, Public Works Director
Verne Taylor and I went in search
of a slab of granite upon which
to mount it. We drove to the City
Yard, where hundreds of large
granite pieces were in storage,
confident one of them would serve
our purpose.
After sorting through dozens
of large stones at the City Yard,
we took what we thought was the
ideal candidate down to the plazato-be. Once on the ground there,
however, it didn’t seem large
enough, so we decided to haul
it back to the City Yard and find
something more suitable.
While waiting at the Union &
Broad stop sign, I spotted the absolute perfect granite boulder for
the plaque. Unfortunately, it was
at the edge of the freeway onramp –– state property, not city
property.
Verne asked if I intended to
have his public works crew steal
the boulder, and I said sure –– why
not? They could replace it with the
one we had in the back of the city
truck. No harm, no foul. Right?
On September 16, 1999 ––
when the plaque was about to be
unveiled –– Verne tapped me on
the shoulder, nodded toward the
plaque and said, “Let’s hope the
State of California doesn’t interrupt our ceremony.”
So far, at least, the purloined
granite remains where Verne and
his crew put it in 1999.
Amen to that.
Steve Cottrell is a historian,
former city councilman and mayor and a longtime Nevada City
resident. He now lives in St. Augustine, Fla. He can be reached
by emailing exnevadacitymayor@
gmail.com.
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Sports means contact
and maybe concussions

Dr. Roger Hicks

To your
Health

August means the Nevada
County Fair is just around the
corner, and on its heels, another school year is about to begin. For student athletes it also
means it is time to get a sports
physical. The ideal time to get a
sports physical is 4-6 weeks before the season starts.
In the medical world, sports
physicals are known as a preparticipation physical exam, or
PPE. They help determine if it
is safe for a student compete in
a particular sport and may be the
first sign of a health issue that
may otherwise go undetected.
There are two main parts: a
medical history and a physical
exam. A good medical history
will let the clinician know about
any injuries, surgeries, and medical problems the student may
have had or has now, medical
problems that run in the family,
allergies (including to bee stings,
for example) and any medications the student is taking. Answering these questions helps
the clinician and will rarely
mean the student can’t play. The
second part of PPE is the physical exam, which includes a standard overall checkup of height,
weight, blood pressure, ears,
nose and throat, heart, lungs and
abdomen as well as an evaluation of your joints and flexibility.
You can use an urgent care
facility to get a sports physical if
you do not have a primary care
physician or cannot get in to see
one in a timely fashion.
Of course, once your doctor signs off on the physical, it
will not keep you from getting
hurt. There is a risk of sprains,
strains and bruises in any competitive sport, but certain high
contact sports – football, soccer,
field and ice hockey, rugby and
lacrosse, for example – carry a
higher risk of concussion.
Concussions are caused by a
blow to the head or the body that
is hard enough to cause the brain
to be shaken around in the skull.
You do not have to be hit in the
head or knocked out to have one.
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Concussions are an injury to the
brain and are potentially serious,
so should not be ignored. Most
concussions cause functional
disturbances rather than a structural injury to the brain. This
means they can be diagnosed by
an in-person exam, but not by
CT or MRI scans. Many organized sports, including those at
our local schools, now use concussion protocols that start on
the field or court and continue
on the sidelines. The guidelines
require that any player who has
sustained a concussion not play
anymore that day, and that she
or he be cleared by a health care
professional before returning to
practice or a game.
Some signs that an athlete
has suffered a concussion include any loss of consciousness,
a blank stare or stunned appearance, confusion, difficulties with
memory, speech or answering
simple questions. If the athlete
complains of headache, nausea,
vomiting, blurred vision or just
does not feel right, she or he
probably has sustained a concussion and should be checked
out by a medical professional.
Urgent care facilities are a great

place to undergo an examination
to rule out or verify a concussion
right after the injury.
Most athletes recover quickly
and fully. Typically, treatment
for a mild concussion will mean
removal from play, physical
and mental rest and an over the
counter pain reliever, if needed. A more serious injury needs
more immediate attention. If
there is any doubt, a visit to an
urgent care clinic such as Yubadocs is worth the peace of mind.
There is still plenty of time to
play outside this season. Have
fun and keep your head down!
A director of the Urgent Care
Association of America from
2011 to 2017, Dr. Roger Hicks
served as the Association’s
treasurer and then secretary.
He is a founder and current
board member of the Urgent
Care Assurance Company,
a malpractice company specializing in urgent care. He is
the founding President of the
California Urgent Care Association. He is also the founding president of the South Yuba
River Citizens League and
served on SYRCL’s Board of Directors for 30 years.
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Coffee shop
up and brewing

Karen Newell Young
& Stacy Drake

Around Town
Butcher shop
carves new niche

Jason Jillson opened The Ham
Stand, a Nevada City butcher shop, on July 17. Selling
bratwurst, bacon, sandwiches,
as well as potato salad, coleslaw
and pickles, the store purchases
meat from Rancho Llano Seco
in Chico and Five Dot Ranch in
Sonoma. He plans to offer lamb
from Jacobson’s in the future.
Business at the Butcher shop has
been brisk, Jillson said. “A lot
better than I expected.” He plans
to add catering to his services
at some point. Jillson moved
to Nevada City with his family
and his child attends Yuba River
Charter School. It was only after the move that Jillson decided to open the butcher shop. “It
seemed like the perfect thing to
do” for a career in this town.

The
Crumbunny
Coffee
Roasters has served its brew
since June 9 at 405 Commercial
St., Nevada City. Bennett Jones,
the sole owner, aims to bring a
“smooth, rich flavorful cup of
coffee to the town he fell in love
with. “Why wouldn’t you want
to live here. It’s a beautiful town,
pretty strong and diverse.” Jones
said the name of the shop came
from a mixed lab he nicknamed
Crumbunny due to his pet’s tendency to scarf up crumbs from
the floor.

Tapping into
the ‘gig economy’
Outlandish Experiences, an
online platform offering memorable experiences for travelers, is launching its website and
hosting a launch party to announce its new enterprise in Sierra Commons in Nevada City.
Owner Robert Trent “hopes to
attract creative, entrepreneurial
folks who can dive into the gig
economy, follow their passions,
and support their lifestyles,” he
said. Experiences will include
hiking, tours and magic shows.
The hospitality industry can also

PHOTO BY MARION CHARLOTTEPHOTOGRAPHY

Visitors at last year’s Wild & Scenic
Film Festival.

benefit from joining the Outlandish Affiliate Program. “There
will be plenty of photo opportunities as guides showcase their
experiences and the Outlandish
vibe takes over,” said Trent. For
more information, contact info@
outlandishexperiences.com.

Reel environmental
artwork

Artists are invited to submit their
environmental artwork for consideration for the 2019 Wild &
Scenic Festival in Nevada County. The festival, sponsored by
the Wild & Science Film Festi-

PHOTO BY MICHAEL YOUNG

Jason Jillson at the meat counter at The Ham Stand, a new butcher shop on
Zion Street in Nevada City.

val and the Nevada County Arts
council, runs from Jan. 17 to 21.
“Wild & Scenic Film Festival
uses environmental and adventure film to inspire activism and
we are seeking art submissions
that do the same,” said Melinda Booth, film festival director.
“Artists are encouraged to submit pieces that address a broad
interpretation of the theme of
‘environment’ and ‘activism.’
The featured artwork enhances
the immersive nature of the festival experience,” she said. Artists
can enter up five pieces per entry in a single category. The final

GRASS
VALLEY

deadline to apply is Nov. 15, but
discounts are available for earlier submissions. For more information or to register, visit www.
wildandscenicfilm.org/wild-scenic-art-exhibiton-2019.

Around Town

features news from local residents
and organizations. You can send
news of noteworthy achievements,
honors, awards and scholarships to
karen.newell.young@gmail.com
or stacy@nevadacity
advocate.com.

Shops • Furniture
Clothing • Car Care
Restaurants • Stylists
Realtors • Wineries
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Sporting Goods • Movies
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Nevada Food Access Saturday
County to be held on Aug. 11
Fair kicks
off Aug. 8
Tickets for the Nevada County Fair
are now on sale at the fair office that
is open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday
through Friday and from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 4, and Sunday,
Aug. 5. Tickets also are available at
NevadaCountyFair.com.
This year’s fair runs from Aug. 8
– 12 and it is filled with “Bushels of
Fun!”
Admission tickets purchased before 5 p.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 7, are
$7. After that, ticket prices are $9 for
adults, $7 for seniors, $5 for children
6-12, and free to children under the
age of 5.
Other presale offers include a
five-day pass with unlimited entry for
$30, an event parking pass for $25, or
a carnival ride bracelet (good for unlimited rides on any one day) for $25.
Tickets also are on sale for the
Flying U Extreme Rodeo on Wednesday, Aug. 8, Truck and Tractor Pulls
on Thursday night, Aug. 9, Monster
Trucks and Tough Trucks on Friday
and Saturday nights, Aug. 10-11, and
the Destruction Derby on Sunday
night, Aug. 12.
In addition, special promotions
will be held each day. They are:

The next Food Access Saturday
will be held from 10 a.m. to noon
on Aug. 11 at 440 Henderson St. in
Grass Valley. The program is open
to families and individuals who need
assistance but because they work are
unable to go to food distribution
sites on weekdays.
United Way of Nevada County
in partnership with Interfaith Food
Ministry (IFM) distributes the food

on the second Saturday of each
month.
So far, the program has served
more than 980 individuals with over
2,200 bags of food. In July, Food
Access Saturday marked its oneyear anniversary.
For more information on the program, contact the United Way be
calling 274-8111 or email admin@
uwnc.org.

• Wednesday: Scholar
Students Day
Free admission for Nevada County
Honor Roll students until 5 p.m.
(by invitation only from the Nevada
County Superintendent of Schools)
• Thursday: Community Day
Free coupon book with coupons for
Treat Street, souvenirs and the Draft
Horse Classic for the first 10,000
customers. Free admission for
disabled persons until 5 p.m.
• Friday: Family Friday
Free parking in Fair lots until noon;
One free carnival ride coupon for
first 500 guests
• Saturday: Military Appreciation
Day Free admission for active and
retired military (who show ID) until
5 p.m.
•S
 unday: Sunday Funday
Free admission for children 12 and
under until 5 p.m.
The Fair Office is located at Gate
1 at the Nevada County Fairgrounds
on McCourtney Road in Grass Valley.
For more information, call 530-2736217 or visit the website.

Reach new customers all
the way to Sacramento

e
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Rotarian from Kazakhstan visits Nevada City
Michael Young
Nevada City Advocate

The Nevada City Rotary Club
recently played host to Lyazatt
Alshinova, past president of the
Astana Rotary in the former Soviet Republic of Kazakhstan.
The visit was part of the Rotary’s International Friendship
Exchange where members visit
clubs in other countries to trade
ideas about how to work together
to make programs more effective
and successful.
Alshinova taught in Astana,
the capital of Kazakhstan, where
she founded a nonprofit organization dedicated to teaching

children from underprivileged
families. And through her Rotary
Club, she leads efforts to build a
playground that contains equipment for kids with special needs.
Her passion is to help disadvantaged children.
“I have three locations in
Astana, each one with 22 activities,” she said. “One thousand
kids now come to the clubs.”
Her trip to the West started in
Montreal where she met up with
Carolyn Feuille, the Nevada City
Rotary’s director of international
service, and the two attended Rotary’s International convention in
Toronto.
“I was inspired by the con-

vention in Canada,” Alshinova
said. She learned a lot about Rotary International, about fighting
polio and other diseases
They then traveled to Nevada
City where Feuille guided her on
side trips to San Francisco and
Lake Tahoe. Alshinova said she
enjoyed the warm reception from
Rotary members all week long
and the beauty of the community.
Alshinova said life was hard
growing up in Kazakhstan when
it was under Soviet domination.
Television and newspaper reports warned that America was
the enemy and wanted war with
the Soviets.
“The children became the

lost generation, getting involved
in drugs and being attracted to
criminal activities.,” she said.
“Many people lost their jobs,”
she added. “We didn’t know how
we were going to develop independence.
But she said things have improved throughout the region.
“The children are happier.
They are doing well in school.
We learned how to build new
lives, how to make our own businesses.”
Alshinova’s husband is a
landscape architect who owns
his own firm. Her children, who
were taught English at an early age with the goal of studying

abroad, have become successful.
Her daughter Kamilla, 24, is an
interpreter and her son, Daniyar,
30, got a degree from Arizona
State University in aerospace
engineering, paid for by the Kazakhstan government.
“Before, it was a closed country. People couldn’t go to the
U.S. or Canada. People in Kazakhstan don’t smile. They are
very serious,” she said.
“But if you want to change,
start with yourself. I want to
make a difference in my country.
I know how to work with children.
“What I’ve learned,” she says
with a smile, “is passion.”

Shops • Gifts • Restaurants
Home Decor • Clothing
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this page for a low
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Hospitality House Board President Leo Granucci, Treasurer Kathy Mollet, United Way Secretary Joanne Weatherly, United Way Executive Director Megan Timpany, United Way Board
Member Tom Myer and Hospitality House Development Director Debbie McDonald celebrate
the United Way’s $15,000 donation to Hospitality House.

United Way donates
$15K to Hospitality House

The Hospitality House recently received $15,000 from the United Way of
Nevada County to purchase a new van.
With the new Hospitality House Homeless Access Transport (HAT) van, homeless families and individuals will be able
to more readily access health services
and hopefully break out of homelessness
by having necessary services more readily
available. The van, which seats 8-15 passengers, will have scheduled morning and
afternoon routes with stops at appropriate
services.
Nevada County has identified four top
needs – transportation, access to mainstream benefits, food and safe stable housing. Through this project, United Way of
Nevada County hopes to alleviate some

of the barriers to accessing these needs.
Transportation is a big issue in this rural
area for homeless people who do not have
cars.
The money for the van came from the
United Way of Nevada County Community Impact Fund.
“Through the concerted efforts of the
United Way Board and staff, United Way is
making impactful change in the community,” United Way Executive Director Megan
Timpany said in a news release.
Hospitality House, which provides shelter, job training and other services to the
homeless, is located at 1262 Sutton Way in
Grass Valley. For more information, visit
hhshelter.org.
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The Deadbeats: Formed a year before Jerry Garcia died
Continued from page 1
“There are a lot of hippies in Nevada
City,” says Tom Menig, the “Jerry” of the
Deadbeats. “When things started going
south in San Francisco (in the 60s and
70s) this was the epicenter of the back-tonature movement.
“A lot of those folks still come to see
us.”
The Deadbeats, formed in 1994, a year
before Garcia died, have been a popular act even though they only “play out”
three or four times a year. Their big gig
of the year is the Jerry Bash, celebrating
his birthday. This year, it will be held at
Pioneer Park on Saturday, Aug. 4. It is
usually jammed.
Menig, soft-spoken and friendly, sits in
his home recording studio in rural Nevada County, talking about what it takes to
play like Jerry, how to master those solos,
those bends, those scales.
“I try to keep the feeling like Jerry,”
he says. “It’s a relatively clean tone. It’s
more a feeling in the way he approaches the music. His style changed over the
years. When he was young he was pretty
fiery. Older he was laid back. A little more
thoughtful.”
Menig, 61, was raised in Orange
County, close to Disneyland. “It was all
Disneyland to my young stoned mind,” he
says ruefully.
He started playing at age 12. Got a
fake ID at 18 and hit the open mic scene.
He graduated high school in 1975 and
split for Alaska to unload shrimp at the
docks.

PHOTO BY JOHN TABER

The Deadbeats performing: Gary Campus (drums), Jenn Knapp (vocals), Glenn Tucker (keyboards), Rob Kopp (drums),
Eric Menig (bass), Tom Menig (guitar) and Peter Wilson (guitar).
He then moved on to Humboldt County where he “got heavy into bluegrass,”
an interesting move since Garcia was a
bluegrass banjo player before forming the
Dead and many attribute that experience
to Garcia’s sound.
Menig became a major Deadhead in
high school. His first show was 1973,
UCLA’s Pauley Pavilion. But the spark
came by listening to Europe ’72, one of
the greatest live albums in any genre.
“My first guitar was a Japanese
12-string. I was never a rocker. Jerry was

my largest point of reference for electric
guitar.”
He says a friend claims he planted the
seed for Menig to form a Grateful Dead
cover band. Their first gig was at the Mad
Dogs and Englishmen Pub behind the National Hotel on Aug. 4, 1994.
“It was going to be a one-shot deal,” he
says. “But it continues to this day.”
Since then the lineup has pretty much
stayed the same except for the addition of
Peter Wilson who replaced Paul Kamm,
who left to perform with Achilles Wheel.
“The first year, we were just honing
it locally,” he says. “We loved the songs.
We had the sound right at the get-go. At
one point, we could perform 100 tunes.”
But then, just a year into the band’s
success, the unthinkable happened. After years of constant travel and some bad
health habits, Jerry died. The Deadbeats
soldiered on, although for some fans, it
was too soon.
“You would have these real dedicated
hardcore fans, the most serious, with their
arms crossed, in the back of the room,”
he says.
But by 1996, the mourning period was
over and the Deadbeats were in demand
regionally.
“We played the county fair in Oregon,
anywhere we could reach in one day.
There were a few cover bands back East
and in California, but not much.”
“The Deadbeats are at the top of their
game,” says John Taber, executive producer of KVMR’s Celtic Festival, who
once worked for Phil Graham in San
Francisco. He loaned Taber to the Dead

If you’re going
Jerry Bash 2018
Features The Deadbeats,
Moonalice, Joe Craven’s Trio,
Franklin’s Tower
Saturday, Aug. 4, 2 to 10 p.m.
Pioneer Park, Nevada City
Tickets $22 to $90
to “keep the people who knew Grateful
Dead separate from the people who the
Grateful Dead actually knew.
“It’s the music that holds the magic,”
he says. “If properly played, you’re going to find yourself with an audience. The
Grateful Dead played 12,000 shows.”
Wilson, the Deadbeats newest member, filling the role of the Dead’s rhythm
guitarist Bob Weir, or “Bobby,” is enjoying his new gig. “All the guys in the band
are friends, so it’s very natural to step in,”
he says.
“It’s the songs,” he added. “They make
people dance and twirl.”
Back in Menig’s studio, he is asked to
name his favorite Dead song. He hedges
a bit, saying he loves all the songs. But
we’re not letting him off the hook.
“OK, I guess it’s Stella Blue,” he says.
He picks up a 12-string acoustic guitar
and starts playing the haunting chords.
Thanks, I say. My favorite too. How
long will this Deadbeat thing go on?
“Until it’s no fun anymore.”

