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Nevada City gets historic donation
Former senator’s
grandchildren give
1,700 items to library
Karen Newell Young
and Stacy Drake
Nevada City Advocate
The Searls Historical Library
has become the beneficiary and
custodian of rare letters and documents from the life of Aaron Sargent, a Nevada City pioneer attorney and newspaper publisher who
went on to a career as a civic leader, congressman, senator and diplomat. The library has also become
the beneficiary of several letters
and other documents associated

with the life of his wife, Ellen.
As the great-grandson of Aaron
and Ellen Clark Sargent, Bill Sargent, 74, owned hundreds of artifacts reflecting their lives and the
world in which they lived.
“We had these items stored for
years, huge boxes that we donated
to Searls,” Bill Sargent said during
a recent visit to Nevada City. “We
didn’t know what to do with it all.”
Aaron Sargent served three
terms in the House, and from 1873
to 1879 a term in the U.S. Senate.
Throughout his years as a national
figure, Aaron and Ellen were ardent supporters of a woman’s right
to vote.
Because of their commitment
to women’s suffrage, the Sargents
See Sargent on back page

Town names tell stories
about a golden history
Karen Newell Young
Nevada City Advocate
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Bill Sargent talks about his family’s donation to the Searls Historical Library
while having a cup of coffee at Java Johns in downtown Nevada City.

A life of noteworthy successes
Aileen James helps
set the local tone
for classical music
Michael Young
Nevada City Advocate
At an age when most children
are barely toddling, Aileen James
was playing piano.
Her father loved church hymns
and would hoist her up next to
him on the piano bench where she
would tap out the melodies. She
was two years old.
At three, she could play with
both hands. Her mother, who
wanted her to do more than just
play by ear, signed her up for lessons with a teacher who specialized in pre-school children.
“I guess they call it being a
prodigy, but I didn’t think I was
different from anyone else,” she
says.
Aileen recalls her first recital at
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Aileen James stands between the two back-to-back seven-foot Steinway grand pianos in her Grass Valley home.

age three.
“It was a Christmas party at the
teacher’s home. We all had pieces
to play. When it was time for me to

The county’s
colorful start

play, I just made up a song on the
spot. I called it “Little Boy.” Why?
I have no idea. I had no brothers.”
She is asked to play it. She

hedges a bit, but finally walks
over to one of two back-to-back
seven-foot Steinway grand pianos
See Aileen James on page 2

They all started with the miners. Like the elusive gold nuggets
in the Mother Lode, towns that
began with fanciful names – Little
York, Red Dog, Hangtown, Gouge
Eye – all sprang from the prospectors’ camps.
The rough and tumble times
that made some people rich, also
caused both personal and environmental devastation. Many came
away from the minefields with
nothing and the hills were washed
away by hydraulic operations,
threatening farmers below. Others
became wealthy and helped cultivate communities that still exist
today.
Some, like You Bet, Rough and
Ready, French Corral and Gouge
Eye, are still populated regions,
proud of their mining roots. Others disappeared like so much gold
dust in the wind. Most towns did
not survive once the metal disappeared. But during the prospecting
days, mining camps were named
after animals, Native Americans,
business owners, barroom brawls,
or the hometowns where miners
hailed from. Others were named
after the luck the prospectors
hoped would follow them into the
gold fields.
“People had a lot of fun with
names in those days,” said Bernie
Zimmerman, chair of the Nevada
County Historic Landmark Commission. “After all, you could
name a camp anything you wanted.”
Like many historians, Zimmerman was drawn to the colorful names given to former mining
See Towns on page 9
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Aileen James: Returning to KVMR as special guest
Continued from page 1
in her beautifully appointed Grass
Valley home and plays a spirited
tune that is obviously more than
just a beginner’s lesson.
“No wonder the other kids
couldn’t stand me,” she says with
a modest smile. “I was one of
those precocious little brats.”
It was the beginning of a long
career of performance and teaching, moving three children from
town to town, to end up here in
Nevada County, where she is the
High Priestess of Classical Music.
She not only served twice on
the InConcert Sierra board of directors, but she also is the organization’s in-house musicologist and
pre-concert forum hostess where
she “demystifies the world of classical music and makes it more accessible,’ says Julie Hardin, executive director of InConcert Sierra
And from 2010 to 2016, she
was host of the popular monthly
“Classical Showcase” on KVMR
89.5 Community Radio, the only
primetime classical music and talk
show in the region.
The foundation for classical
music appreciation that she built
is about to expand to weekly on
Sunday evenings at KVMR with a
crew of broadcasters. She will be a
special guest on the show on Sun-
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Aileen James at the keyboard.

day, Oct. 14, from 5 to 8 p.m.
In so many ways, she has lived
a life that prepared her for her duties here.
“I love teaching. I’ve never not
loved it.”
When she was eight years old,
the family moved to Van Nuys and
her mother found Mae Gilbert Reese, a teacher in Hollywood who
Aileen studied with until she went
to college.

“She never made anyone feel
they were better than anyone else,”
Aileen says.
“I have emulated that lady all
these years. We kept in touch. She
did a master class and was still
teaching at 77. She lived to be 97
and taught right up to two years
before she died.”
Under Reese’s guidance, Aileen made her orchestral debut at
age 15 performing Tchaikovsky’s
Concerto No.1. She later had stints
at the Schubert Institute in Vienna
and the Royamount Music Festival in France. She also studied
with some of the great teachers in
classical music like Julian White
from Berkeley and Adolf Ballard
from Stanford.
But the crème de la crème came
in 1981 when she earned a rare
Doctorate in Musical Arts in Performance Practices from Stanford
University. It was a fellowship that
only took 15 students, and at the
time had never taken a pianist. She
also was a teaching assistant.
Stanford was the place she met
and eventually married Don Traeger, a physician who became the
love of her life.
Don was a big opera fan and
went to see a performance at
the San Francisco Opera with a
group that had an extra ticket. She

bought it even though it was one of
her least favorite operas.
“We went out afterwards, ate
and talked for two hours. That was
it. He later called and invited me
to see Tosca, Pavarotti, 20th row.
“I learned that opera was his
hobby but acting was his passion.”
He was involved in Palo Alto
community theater and invited her
to a dress rehearsal.
They dated for four years and
were together for 25 until he died
in 2003 after they had moved to
Nevada County.
She had earlier gotten a call
from Charles Woods and David
Osborn, fans of classical music, who had bought the Miners
Foundry in Nevada City.
“They loved it up here and said
it was the place for me,” she said.
“After we got here, Ken and Julie (Hardin) found me. They said
they were losing a key person at
InConcert who was very good with
students. They took one look at my
15-year history with the American
Pianists Association where I was
artistic director and said: ‘You’re
on the board.’”
She eventually agreed to do the
classical show on KVMR.
Her show was always precise
and well planned, her delivery
flawless. As engineer of her show,

I can attest that she never made a
mistake in six years.
“When I started, we were still
in KVMR’s old building. I loved
being next to Miners Foundry,”
she said. “I’ve always loved this
community. To be part of this is
very exciting.”
She also appreciated KVMR’s,
shall we say, “eclectic” personality
and programming. Her show was
followed at 10 p.m. by a program
featuring hip-hop and rap music.
“I always told people I’m between Amy Goodman and Road
Dog Radio.”
Hers is a life filled with classical music. It’s a love she has
passed down to her children,
Her son, Tom, lives in Burlingame is passionate about choral
music and owns a telescope business. She also has a daughter, Tamara, who has a degree in gerontology and daughter, Teresa, who
has three children.
“Tom once asked why I wasn’t
listening to classical music all the
time. I said it’s because it’s always
on in my head.”
OK, then, but why have two of
the most famous and most expensive pianos cheek to jowl in her
living room if there’s always music on in her head?
“Because I can.”
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Nevada City Rancheria Tribal Chairman Richard Johnson educates participants at the 2017
Nisenan Heritage Day. This year’s event will be held on Nov. 3.

Sierra College to host
Nisenan Heritage Day

The ninth annual Nisenan Heritage Day
will be held from 9:30 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. on
Saturday, Nov. 3, at building N11 at the Sierra College campus in Grass Valley.
This year’s event features Native dancers,
artisans, basket weavers and jewelers. There
also will be academic and Native-based educational opportunities. speakers and panels.
Directly following the day’s activities is a
special encore performance by the women’s
vocal ensemble Sacramento’s Vox Musica,
which will share songs of the Nevada City
Rancheria Nisenan. Shelly Covert, spokesperson for the Tribe, will join Vox as they
sing in Nisenan and English. The project is
the culmination of over two years of collaboration and music preservation efforts. The
concert takes place from 3 to 5 p.m. Tickets
are available at eventbrite.com for $25.
“We can learn more about a culture
through its songs,” Covert said. “This is a
rare opportunity to have a unique experience

during this historic concert.”
The morning’s keynote speaker is Peggy
Berryhill, co-founder of the Native Media
Resource Center. Berryhill began her work
in media by broadcasting a Native American
program for KPFA in Berkeley. From there,
she went on to produce documentaries for
National Public Radio and serve as program
director for two radio stations.
Panels will include the Nevada City
Rancheria Nisenan Language Class, Tattoo
Traditions of Native North America, and a
discussion among contemporary California
Native American artists.
Indian tacos will be available for purchase from between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.
“This is a great opportunity to experience
a taste of living history and a day of community building and cultural education,” Covert
said.
For more information: nisenan.org email
info@chirpca.org, or call 530-570-0846.

Jenny Darlington-Person will assume the position of Executive Director
of Music in the Mountains on Nov. 1.
She was born and
raised in Nevada County
and has been a part of the Jenny
Music in the Mountains DarlintonChorus since 2007. She Person
is a member of the MIM
Board of Directors, currently serving as vice
president of the Board.
“We are so pleased to welcome Jenny
to her new role at Music in the Mountains.
It seems that the planets have aligned for
us – first with Board member Ginny Riffey
quickly stepping in and so ably keeping the
boat afloat over the past few months and

now with Jenny’s selection. What could be
better than for someone who has grown up in
the MIM family to take over the helm?” said
Terry Brown, president of the Board.
Darlington-Person is an attorney with
experience in administrating programs and
managing employees and volunteers. She
has participated fully in all aspects of Music
in the Mountains, most recently being part
of the production crew for SummerFest, a
yearly festival held at the Nevada County
Fairgrounds.
“Everyone at Music in the Mountains
is excited and looking forward to her leadership for many years to come,” Brown
said.
For more information about Music in the
Mountains, visit musicinthemountains.org
or call 530-265-6173.

MIM announces new executive director
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Miners Foundry to host Halloween party Art Tour
Miners Foundry Cultural
Center in partnership with Sleazy Action Booking will hold the
Halloween bash Fright Night on
Saturday, Oct. 27.
The Halloween party celebrates its 40th anniversary with
an all-star local and semi-local
line up of bands, including the
headliner, Destroyer, a West
Coast Kiss tribute band. Wearing early-era costumes, the
band will perform songs like
“Deuce,” “Strutter,” “C’mon”
and “Love Me, I Was Made For
Loving You.”
Other performers include
Steady Static doing the songs of
Siouxie & The Banshees; Just
Like Heaven, the tribute to the
Cure, and Joan Jett & The Glitterhearts. The evening will also
feature the Vixens of Vinyl, DJ’s
Owen & Sugartroll (Shocks &
Struts), Gary The Clown, Hare
In the Moon reading tarot, and
Daughters of Diablo Burlesque.
The local tradition dates back

starts Oct. 11

The band Destroyer will headline Fright Night on Oct. 27 at Miners Foundry in downtown Nevada City.

to 1978 when Bobby Angel
coined the name and produced
the first five Fright Night’s at
the American Victorian Museum
as a fundraiser for community
radio station KVMR. The first
one cost $2 with a costume, was

Increase
your reach!
To advertise call
530-263-7144 or
530-559-6378

simulcast live on KVMR and
featured Mighty Dread, Harry
Harpoon and the House Wreckers, plus a special appearance by
the Phantom of the Opera.
Forty years later, it is now
considered one of the Miners

Foundry’s largest annual fundraisers.
Tickets are $22 in advance
at BriarPatch Co-op, Miners
Foundry, miners foundry.org or
by calling 530-265-5040 or $27
at the door.

Julie Baker of Grass Valley
was recently named executive
director of Californians for the
Arts and California Arts Advocates.
Baker, 51, is owner of Julie
Baker Projects, a consulting firm
specializing in arts management
and programming. She was the

executive director of The
Center for Arts
in Grass Valley
from 2009 to
2017.
“This is an
exciting time
for our orga-

Fifty-five studios and galleries featuring over 200 artists
will participate in the Fall Colors
Open Studios & Art Tour that
will be held from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. on Oct. 13-14 and 20-21 in
Nevada County.
The tour kicks off with a
free Preview Exhibit & Artist
Reception at 6 p.m. Thursday,
Oct. 11, at Ellu Gallery in Grass
Valley.
The tour offers a chance to
meet painters, printmakers and
photographers at their workspaces, view new works and private
collections, see demonstrations,
and buy original art.
The tour is sponsored by The
Center for the Arts in Grass Valley. For more information, call
530-274-8384, email openstudios@thecenterforthearts.org
or download the Fall Art Tour
Guide at openstudiostour.org

Baker hired to lead statewide arts groups

Julie Baker

nizations, and I am thrilled to
steward the growth and value
as we pivot from an all-volunteer organization to dedicated
leadership,” said Baker, who
was serving as the interim executive director for the organizations.
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Pamela Morey started the Bridge of Giving event in 2004. The 14th annual event will be held
Sunday, Nov. 4.

A bounty of beauty
Yuba River event has collected over 100,000 pounds of food
Andrew Wedgbury
Nevada City Advocate
For Realtor Pamela Morey, a project
born of her deep love for the Yuba River has
helped collect over 100,00 pounds of food
and almost $10,000 for The Food Bank of
Nevada County over the past 14 years.
The 14th Annual Bridge of Giving will
be held from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Sunday,
Nov. 4, at the old bridge across the South
Yuba River. The event offers the opportunity to donate non-perishable food items and
enjoy one of the area’s most spectacular attributes – the Yuba River.
“I live in North San Juan. So, I have the
good fortune to see the river every day. To
me, I think it’s like the pulse of the community, and I would often visit with people
who haven’t taken the time to enjoy the
river,” she said. “I come from a food background, and I looked at a way to combine
two loves.”
During the event people bring their food
items to the bridge to be lined up along the
railings for pick up by the food bank and
stay to enjoy time in a unique part of their
community, “feeding the community and
feeding the soul,” Morey noted.
“What I have discovered over the years
is that when people come down, it’s only 10
minutes out of town. They are so grateful
they took the time to do this,” said, adding
that many families and friends get together
at the fundraising event.
The need for donated food in the area
continues to grow. According to the Food
Bank, last year the organization fed approximately 3,000 families per month, representing about 8,000 individuals. The average
number of families has increased by almost
40 percent at the organization’s monthly
distributions.
“Doing this at this time of year, going
into a period when the need can be greater
for the Food Bank to have food for distribution, really starts the holidays off with
giving,” Morey said. “And it’s a particularly

pretty time of year, with the fall colors starting to come in. I built it around the idea of a
community event that families come to year
after year.”
When the Bridge of Giving event started
in 2004, 800 pounds of food was collected.
By 2015, 12,805 pounds of non-perishable
items were collected, along with cash donations. The event also offers various snacks
and baked goods for participants. Another
attraction for the event is when it occurs.
“It’s always on the first Sunday of November, which is Daylight Savings, so you
get an extra hour anyway. Why not take a
drive?” she said.
Morey said that depending on the weather people come from all over the area to participate.
“There was a lady that was close to 90
that lived down in Ponderosa Pines that
came to the event and she had not been
down to the river, to the bridge, since before
the bridge was closed. And it was one of the
highlights of her year. It’s that sort of thing
that makes me so happy,” Morey said.
She also shared the story of a friend, born
and raised in the area and living in Nevada
City, who had not been to the river since she
was in high school and had not been there
with her children.
“It was very sad, but I find that people
are more apt to do something if there’s
a goal and not just for themselves. They
wouldn’t just take the time to go to the river
for themselves, for the enjoyment, but they
will in order to support the Food Bank. And
in the end, they realize what a good day they
had at the river,” Morey said.
For many families and others, the Annual Bridge of Giving has become a planned
event each year, bringing together the beauty and grandeur of the Yuba River with the
act of helping others in need. Fall begins
a season of giving, and it makes sense to
not only help our community, but to help
yourself to some soul-satisfying Yuba time.
When was the last time you said, “I’ll meet
you at the River?”

The Redbud Chapter of the California
Native Plant Society will hold a sale on Saturday, Oct. 13, at the North Star House at
12075 Auburn Road in Grass Valley.
In keeping with this year’s theme, “Native Plants for Healing the Land,” the sale
will feature natives that can aid in situations
such as poor soil, increasing soil richness
and workability, low-water landscaping, retaining moisture, erosion, fire recovery and
improving wildlife habitat.
Plants at the sale will include popular
garden natives and hand-selected, locally
native and locally adapted low-water California trees, shrubs, perennials, grasses and
seeds from native plant nurseries. In addition, Redbud members have been growing
a wide variety of hard-to-find native plants.

Expert native-plant gardeners will be
available to share information on choosing
plants for specific needs and locations.
Featured at the sale will be Redbud’s two
books: “Wildflowers of Nevada and Placer
Counties, California” and “Trees and Shrubs
of Nevada and Placer Counties, California.”
Other plant books, Redbud T-shirts, and
“Native Plants Live Here!” garden signs
will also be available.
The sale is open from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30
p.m. From 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. is appreciation hour for members of the California
Native Plant Society. (You may join at the
door.) Bring boxes, or a wagon if you have
one.
For more information, visit facebook.
com/redbudplantsale.

Redbud Chapter to hold native plant sale
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Lola left lovers in her wake while here
Steve Cottrell

Our History
Did Lola Montez ever stay
at the National Hotel or enjoy a
champagne cocktail at the hotel
bar? No. By the time the National
Exchange Hotel opened for business in 1856, Lola was on tour in
Australia and never returned to
Nevada County.
Did Ms. Montez ever perform
at the Nevada Theatre? Yes and
No. (Kind of a trick question.)
Although Lola died in 1861, four
years before the present-day Nevada Theatre opened, she did
perform at an earlier version of a
Nevada Theatre at an entirely different location in town.
Lola Montez is one of the most
famous figures of the Gold Rush

–– man or woman–– although her
time here in Nevada County was
less than two years – August 1853
to May 1855.
Born Eliza Rosanna Gilbert in
County Sligo, Ireland, on February 17, 1821, she had hoped to
succeed as a singer. Unfortunately,
she failed to arouse much interest
from audiences, so she moved to
Spain and spent two years learning the language and the country’s
popular dances.
Emerging from her lessons, she
traveled to London in 1843, billing herself as “Lola Montez, the
Spanish Dancer” –– claiming her
father had been a Spanish nobleman and her mother a mix of Irish
and Portuguese blood. Truth be
told, her father, Edward Gilbert,
had been an officer in the British
Army and her mother, Elizabeth
Oliver, was the daughter of a former County Cork politician.
For the next two years, Lola
performed to mainly poor reviews, although her signature
piece –– the Spider Dance ––
drew attention. As she danced, she
would seductively lift her dress to

Patrick Purdy Hall, (1824-1858), a
San Francisco newspaper publisher,
married Lola Montez in July 1853
–– a marriage that lasted barely
four months.

knee height and pull a cloth-andcork spider from her petticoat.
Then she would ruffle through
more petticoats, plucking off additional artificial spiders in a tantalizing frenzy.
Most men enjoyed the provocative routine; many women
thought it was scandalous.
She called herself Dona Marie
Delores de y Montez –– shorted
to Lola Montez. And after a tour
of Germany in 1845 and getting
personally involved with Ludwig
I, King of Bavaria, she was proclaimed Countess of Landsfeld.
By 1852 and her relationship
with King Ludwig having ended, she sailed for New York City
then toured much of the East.
A year later, she set sail for San
Francisco, meeting her new love
–– newspaper publisher Patrick
Purdy Hull –– on the voyage from
Nicaragua to California.
Hull and Montez arrived in San
Francisco in May 1853, married
at Mission Dolores in July, and
moved to Grass Valley in August
after Hull sold his San Francisco
Whig newspaper.
As reported in the Daily Alta
that summer, “Mr. Hull was a fellow-passenger with the fascinating Countess on her trip to California; and the acquaintance then
formed fast ripened into an attachTo Advertise

530-559-6378

Lola Montez, (1821-1861), lived in Grass Valley from 1853-1855 and was
known for her seductive personality and provocative dancing.

ment which terminated fatally to
his bachelorhood.”
For Lola, it was her third marriage.
Unfortunately, wedded bliss
lasted only four months, at which
point Lola booted Hull out of the
Mill Street house and he returned
to newspapering in San Francisco. Then, in November 1857, the
33-year-old publisher was struck
down by a sudden, unexplained
paralysis and died the following
spring.
In early 1854 with Hull out
of the picture, Lola began a flirtatious friendship with Empire
Mine co-owner John Southwick.
She constantly dodged his pleas
for sexual intimacy, but Southwick never quit trying to win her
favor. In July 1854, he escorted
Lola and others on a camping trip
to Donner Summit that led to two
lakes being named in her honor,

as well as Mt. Lola –– at 9,147
feet, the highest point in Nevada
County.
In 1855, however, when Lola
left Grass Valley and sailed for
Australia, Southwick became extremely distraught and was eventually committed to the California
Insane Asylum at Stockton. Little
is known of Southwick’s life following his release from the Stockton facility, but he apparently left
California and never returned.
Nor did Lola Montez, the
Countess of Landsfeld, who died
in New York City on January 17,
1861 –– a month shy of her 40th
birthday.
Steve Cottrell is a historian,
former city councilman and mayor and a longtime Nevada City
resident. He now lives in St. Augustine, Fla. He can be reached
by emailing exnevadacitymayor@
gmail.com.
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Violinist to help kick
off MIM Classics Series

Music in the Mountains launches its 2018-19 Classics Series season on Thursday, Oct. 18, with
Tchaikovsky’s Violin Concerto
featuring Angelo Xiang Yu along
with the Sacramento Philharmonic
and Opera led by Andrew Grams.
“It is one of the most difficult
pieces to perform,” Yu said from
Columbia, S.C., before performing at the Koger Center. “The
technical demand is huge. You not
only need the perfect mental concentration, but the physical stamina to perform it non-stop for the
majority of the piece.”
Pete Nowlen, MIM artistic director, said the intimacy of the Don
Baggett Theatre in Grass Valley is
an ideal venue for the concert.
“I can’t think of any other place
where an audience member can be
guaranteed to be closer to a worldclass violin soloist like Angelo,
who plays with major orchestras

Angelo Xiang Yu

all over the world and the priceless
1729 Stradivarius Violin that he
performs on,” he said.
Yu grew up in Inner Mongolia
China. When he was 11, his family
moved to Shanghai for his training at the Shanghai Conservatory.

Since then he has won numerous
professional awards, including first
prize at the Bach and Audience
Prizes at the Menuhin Competition.
“Angelo is such a talented
young man with a very special
sound and a stage presence that
immediately connects with the audience,” says conductor Andrew
Grams. “I’ve never seen anything
like it in all of my years.”
To conclude the program,
Grams will lead the orchestra in
Schumann’s Fourth Symphony, the
result of a 10-year compositional
odyssey for one of the great composers of 19th century Germany.
For ticket and more information, visit musicinthemountains.
org or visit the box office at 530
Searls Ave. in Nevada City from
noon to 5 p.m., Tuesday through
Friday. Premium seating is $60,
open seating $40 and those 17 and
under can attend for free.

Library to hold used book sale Oct. 6
The Friends of the Nevada
County Libraries will hold its
monthly book sale from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 6, at the
Doris Foley Historical Library at
211 N. Pine St. in Nevada City.
The October sale will feature

books on crafts, quilting, biographies and horror. Thousands of
other paperbacks and hardbacks
also will be available. Most cost
between 50 cents and $3. Proceeds
go toward library materials, programs and equipment.

Gently used books can be donated at any Nevada County library branch or outside Raley’s
grocery in Grass Valley. For more
information, call 530-265-1407 or
email friends@ ncfol.org.

Reach new customers from North San Juan to
Roseville, Sacramento and Marysville and Yuba City
Nevada City
Advocatee

To advertise E-mail: ads@nevadacityadvocate.com
or call: 530-263-7144
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Organist to perform with the film ‘Hunchback’ Windows on

Nationally recognized organist
Walt Strony will perform live music to accompany “The Hunchback of Notre Dame,” the 1923
silent film starring Lon Chaney, at
4 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 14, in Grass
Valley.
Silent Movies with Walt Strony presents “Hunchback” for free
at Peace Lutheran Church, 828 W.
Main St. A free wine-and-cheese
reception follows. Both events
are produced by Arts @ PEACE.
Peace is raising money to buy a
new organ for the church sanctuary and any donations will be accepted gratefully.
Strony will perform original

The silent movie the “Hunchback of
Notre Dame” starring Lon Chaney
will be shown on Oct. 14 at Peace
Lutheran Church in Grass Valley.

compositions as part of a score
featuring French, Romantic-era
composers, including Camille

Saint-Saëns and Cesar Franck.
One original work is the theme
Strony plays when Quasimodo
makes his appearance ringing
church bells, he explained. “I
couldn’t think of anything already
written that would work for this,
so I wrote my own.”
In addition, Strony will perform on his own personal instrument. “I designed it for the Allen
Organ Co.,” he said. “It’s the only
one in California of its type.” This
performance offers a taste of the
sound that could be produced with
a modern digital-pipe instrument.
The 1923 film is based on Victor Hugo’s 1831 novel. The story

relates the suffering, hope and heroism of the deformed Quasimodo,
who rings the great bells of Notre
Dame Cathedral in 15th-century
Paris. His love for the kind and
free-spirited Esmeralda unfolds
against the backdrop of a beggar
army, an evil cathedral manager,
his saintly brother, a dashing captain, a festive ball and an attack on
the cathedral.
So far, nearly $20,000 has been
raised toward a new organ for
Peace Lutheran Church. In addition to being used in worship services, a modern digital-pipe organ
would be used by secular groups
that perform in the sanctuary.

History now
on display

The Windows on History
Project – A Look Back will be
seen in windows in downtown
Nevada City during the month of
October.
The images that capture the
streetscapes of Nevada City
from 1850 to 1920 are displayed
in shop windows in the location
where the original photo was
taken. For more information,
call Eileen Jorgensen at 530265-6415.

Shops • Gifts • Restaurants
Home Decor • Clothing
Groceries • Books • Yoga
Jewelry • Bakery • Music
Health • Beauty
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Towns: You Bet named by miners in a saloon

Continued from page 1
camps, many of which evolved
into communities.
“Each town has a story,” he
said. “I’m making my way through
the towns and recording them before they get forgotten. People are
curious about how some of these
places got their names – especially,
people not from around here.”
Zimmerman is researching and
recording early towns and their
history at Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission. Most
of the entries were originally posted by historian David Comstock
and updated by Zimmerman.
Here are some of the stories
about Nevada County’s quirkiest
named towns or settlements.

Relief Hill
Relief Hill is an unincorporated community in Nevada County
located roughly midway between
North Bloomfield and Washington.
The post office established in 1894
was named Relief, and the name
appears on some maps, especially
those from around the turn of the
19th century.
However, the town’s inhabitants and most historians called it
Relief Hill.
Prior to the Gold Rush, the area
was a summer home for the Southern Maidu Indians. The present Relief Hill Road is believed to be the
approximate location of a Maidu
trail.
There are two conflicting stories about how Relief Hill got its
name. One story is that it is located
at the spot where in 1847 a rescue
party met survivors of the Donner
party who expressed their relief.
Another story is that in 1853 four
miners were prospecting in the
area. They had no luck at mining
and were about to give up when relief came in the form of gold.
By the 1960s, the town site was
deserted. Not much but the cemetery remains.
You Bet
You Bet was established by
miners from across Birdseye Canyon in the nearby town of Waloupa. Lazarus Beard opened a saloon
there in 1857. According to local
lore, the Waloupa miners gathered
one day in Beard’s saloon to name
the new town. Whenever Beard
was asked about a proposed name,
he would reply “you bet.” After
much drinking, the miners decided
that You Bet sounded just right.
By 1864, the town had 40 to 50
buildings, including hotels, stores,
shops and saloons. A schoolhouse
was built that year between Red
Dog, a mining town about a mile
to the north, and You Bet.
Today, You Bet has about 50
residences and is located a few
miles from the old mining town.
It has a community church, but
no businesses. It was declared a
California Historical Landmark in
1975. All that remains of the Gold
Rush era are the scarred diggings,
some ditches and the historic cemetery, which contains gravestones
dating back to the 1860s.
Gouge Eye
Gouge Eye, originally named
Hunt’s Hill after the miner who
discovered it in 1852, was two

An image of Cherokee from the Gold Rush-era.

Built in the mid-1850s, the Fippin blacksmith shop in Rough and Ready is
still a working shop, but only for demonstrations on special days.

The Rough and Ready Grange was built in 1851 by the International Order
of Odd Fellows. It was destroyed by fire in 1854 and rebuilt.

The Grange today is primarily used for community events.

miles northwest of You Bet. It was
located on one of the deepest parts
of the rich Blue Lead channel of
gold-bearing gravel. In 1855, one

of the mining claims established
by French miners was “jumped”
and during the fight one of them
See Towns on back page
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Over $670,000 raised
for youth at county fair
A record-setting year for auctions with more than $670,000
raised for Nevada County youth,
7,500 exhibits, and many community partnerships made for a
successful 2018 Nevada County
Fair. Other highlights of the fair
included:
• Approximately 91,000 people
attended this year.
• More than $935,000 was
raised on Treat Street by 30 local
nonprofit organizations and food
vendors.
• The Ag Mechanics Auction
featured 48 custom items handmade by Bear River and Nevada
Union FFA students and raised
approximately $50,000 for the students.
• 214 animals were sold at the
Junior Livestock Auction, grossing $620,000 for Nevada County
youth.
• More than 11,000 attended
the fair’s five arena events – the
Flying U Extreme Rodeo, Truck
and Tractor Pulls, Monster Trucks
and Tuff Trucks, and KNCO’s Destruction Derby.
• Margaret Heywood, who is
100, visited the Nevada County
Fair for her 43rd consecutive year.
• 80 businesses sponsored and
partnered with the fair to fund services and projects like the shade
structure, landscaping, charging
stations, free shuttle rides, supplies

for special contests, shavings for
the sale ring, and the water bottle
filling station.
• As part of Community Involvement Day, the Foothills Lions Club provided free glaucoma
and vision screening services and
free hearing tests to adult and children. As a result, 19 individuals
received no-cost vision services
and 10 tested with the audiologist.
• More than 165 vendors and
concessionaires participated.
• The fair teamed up with local
libraries on their summer reading
program and provided carnival
ride tickets as prizes to children
who read during the summer.
During the fair time, more than
250 coupons were given to young
readers.
“The Nevada County Fair is
about the hardworking kids in
the barns, volunteers, community
partnerships, traditions and generations of families enjoying the
fair,” said Patrick Eidman, Deputy
Manager of the Nevada County
Fairgrounds. “It’s about showcasing talents and months of hard
work, giving back and having fun.
We’re proud of the 2018 Fair and
we thank the community for its
ongoing support and another successful year.”
The 2019 Nevada County Fair
is August 7 – 11.

United Way announces new board members

The United Way of Nevada County recently announced its newly elected members for the
2018/2019 Board of Directors.
The executive committee consists of Anna
Crockett, Board President; Mondae Hott, Vice President; Diana Bare, Treasurer; Joanne Weatherly,
Secretary. New community members on the board
are Greg Michna, Shannon Buehler, Tom Meyers,
Annette Geare, Kristen Long and Deborah Lewis.
“Our board is an integral part of United Way.
These individuals bring talent and a wealth of ex-

County book sale starts Oct. 1

Nevada County is holding its
23rd annual Book Sale from Oct. 1
to Nov. 6 at the Rood Government
Center Lobby at 950 Maidu Ave.
in Nevada City.
All proceeds from the sale
will go to United Way of Nevada County. Prices range from 50

cents to $4, and the sale is open
to the public from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday. There
will be a variety of books on hand,
including children’s, cookbooks,
fiction and non-fiction.
In addition, the county is accepting slightly used books for

ARGALL WAY

SEARLS AVE.

BOST

RIDGE RD.

ZION ST.

SPD

To Downtown Nevada City
GOLD FLAT RD.

pertise to our agency and community. Each member actively helps us accomplish our organizational
objectives,” Megan Timpany, Executive Director of
United Way, said in a news release.
Locally, United Way of Nevada County continues to make impactful changes through programs
such as Food Access Saturday, the Homeless Access Transport Van, a free health clinic, FamilyWize
discount prescription program and home-delivered
meals, including shelf-sustainable food for homebound seniors.

HILLS
BUSINESS DISTRICT

the sale through Oct. 26. Donated
books can be dropped off inside
the east door in the Rood Center
Lobby.
For more information, call
Lelia Loomis at 530-265-1498 or
email
lelia.loomis@co.nevada.
ca.us.

Nevada City’s Other Downtown
• Shops • Restaurants • Brewery

• Movies • Groceries • Personal Care
• Furniture • Martial Arts • Auto Repair
• Auto Parts • And More!

Attract more
shoppers to
your business
in 7 Hills!

Your ad could be on this page
for a low community ad rate.

530-559-6378
Nevada City Advocat e
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Now’s the time to take
a shot at flu prevention

Dr. Roger Hicks

To Your
Health

Shortly after putting away your summer toys and making room for flannel
shirts and boots in your closets, you
should also be thinking about getting an
annual flu shot to protect yourself during
the fast-approaching flu season.
When people talk about “the flu” they
can mean anything from the common cold
to “stomach flu,” meaning vomiting and
diarrhea caused by a virus. But the word
“flu” comes from “influenza,” a specific
virus that causes widespread outbreaks of
respiratory illness each winter.
In some years influenza has caused
worldwide pandemics, like the “Spanish
Flu” of 1918 during which about 500 million people were infected and at least 50
million died. There have been other pandemics since then, like the Hong Kong flu
of 1969 and the Swine flu of 2009, which
fortunately were not as severe.
But there is a vast reservoir of flu viruses circulating in animals – mainly birds
– that pose an ever-present threat for another pandemic. We have made tremendous advances in our understanding and
treatment of the flu since 1918, and there
is now a global influenza surveillance
system that includes 114 World health Organization members to detect flu viruses
with pandemic potential. Still, influenza
kills tens of thousands of people every
year in the U.S., including children.
Prevention is always the best route
in health care. Scientists throughout the
world, including at our own Centers for
Disease Control, recommend an annual vaccine as the best defense against
influenza. Because the virus constantly mutates, the vaccine must be updated
annually. And since flu epidemics occur
in the winter, our vaccine for the 20182019 flu season is derived from influenza viruses causing illness in the Southern
hemisphere’s 2018 winter, which is, of

course, our summer. Some years the virus changes dramatically after our vaccine
was made; in those years it is not as effective. But it always provides some protection and is recommended for everyone six
months of age and older.
Because the virus evolves, it is important to get a flu shot each year. And since
we never know when influenza will hit
our community, the earlier you can get the
shot, the better. It takes a couple of weeks
after vaccination for your body to develop
antibodies, so getting the shot in early fall
before the full onset of the flu season is
a good practice. October is a great month
to visit your health practitioner or urgent
care facility to be vaccinated, and most
insurance plans will cover the cost of the
shot.
Flu symptoms can be mild or quite severe, but usually start suddenly, and commonly include fever, muscle aches, headache, cough, mild sore throat, and fatigue.
Not everyone has all those symptoms, but
many people feel like they’ve been hit by
a truck. Sneezing and a stuffy nose can
also mean a bite from the flu bug, but they
are more likely indicators of the common
cold.
If you are feeling flu symptoms, the
good news is there is a rapid in-office test
for influenza, and influenza is one of the
few viral illnesses for which there is a specific treatment. Unlike antibiotics, which
kill existing bacteria, antivirals prevent
viruses from multiplying. To be effective,
these medicines, known as neuraminidase inhibitors, must be started early in
the illness – ideally within first 48 hours.
However, they still may be helpful even if
started later, especially for those at high
risk for complications – children younger than 5, adults 65 and older, and people
with underlying medical conditions. Antibiotics are ineffective against viruses.
But don’t wait for symptoms to occur.
Make a point of getting your flu shot early at a local facility such as Yubadocs and
enjoy a healthy and happy fall.
A director of the Urgent Care Association of America from 2011 to 2017, Dr.
Roger Hicks served as the Association’s
treasurer and then secretary. He is a
founder and current board member of the
Urgent Care Assurance Company, a malpractice company specializing in urgent
care. He is the founding President of the
California Urgent Care Association. He is
also the founding president of the South
Yuba River Citizens League and served on
SYRCL’s Board of Directors for 30 years.

Grass Valley starts new Farmers Market
Grass Valley has introduced a new
Farmers Market every Thursday from 4-7
p.m. through Oct. 25. The smaller market
is in response to both locals and farmers
who wanted a chance to continue the market after the end of the annual six-week
Thursday Night Markets that end in August.

The new market is located in downtown
Grass Valley at North Auburn and Main
Street, next to Foothill Flowers, and runs
the block toward Richardson Street. The
location offers plenty of parking and easy
access for those in a hurry. For more information, call the Grass Valley Downtown
Association at 530-272-8315.

Reach new customers from North San Juan to
Roseville, Sacramento and Marysville and Yuba City
Nevada City
Advocatee

To advertise E-mail: ads@nevadacityadvocate.com
or call: 530-263-7144
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Sargent: Family felt items belonged here

Continued from page 1
developed a warm and lasting
friendship with Susan B. Anthony,
Elizabeth Cady Stanton and other
women leaders of the time. At one
point, the senator paid a fine to get
Ms. Anthony released from jail
when she was arrested for refusing
to pay that fine while attempting to
register to vote.
In 1869, Ellen co-founded the
Nevada County Women’s Suffrage
Club and later served as the president of the California Woman Suffrage Association. And during her
husband’s six years in the Senate,
Ellen was treasurer of the national
women’s suffrage organization.
In January 1878, Senator Sargent introduced the 29 words
that would later become the 19th
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, allowing women the right to
vote.
The bill calling for the amendment would periodically be introduced by other senators, but never
gained majority support. Finally,
in 1918, 40 years after its introduction, the proposed amendment
made its way out of Congress and
was sent to the states for ratification. It would be adopted as the
19th Amendment on August 18,
1920.
Following Sargent’s term in the
Senate, he and Ellen made their
home in San Francisco where in
1887 Aaron died a month shy of
his 60th birthday. Ellen continued
to fight for women’s rights until
her death in San Francisco in 1911.
Nevada City’s Famous March-

Aaron Sargent

Susan B. Anthony

ing Presidents have honored the
Sargents for several years for their
support of women’s rights. Bill
Sargent was invited to attend this
year’s Constitution Day events
and spoke to the Famous Marching Presidents at Miners Foundry
after the September 9 parade. His
key message to the group was
“Read the Constitution.”
Bill Sargent now lives in
Galveston, Texas, and, like his
great-grandparents, has been active in politics for most of his life.
After retiring from the Navy,
Sargent served on the staff of two
members of the U.S. House and
one member of the U.S. Senate.
He also worked for the U.S. Department of Commerce for 30
years, which included 17 years
handling international trade legislation. From 2011 to 2012, he was
chief deputy clerk for elections for
the Office of the County Clerk of
Galveston. In 2012 and 2018, he
ran for a seat in the House of Rep-

resentatives but lost.
He and his two siblings were
not sure what to do with the many
items in the Sargent collection.
They figured weighing and appraising the items was a lengthy
and tedious task. They ended up
donating more than 1,700 pieces
to the Searls Library.
Included in the collection,
which has been indexed and is
easily accessible at the library, are
letters from Susan B. Anthony and
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, an invitation to meet King David Kalakua
of Hawaii, a request to attend a
dinner to honor President Ulysses S. Grant and his wife, several
letters of appreciation for civic involvement, as well as invoices for
items purchased: jewelry, liquor,
ash trays and umbrella stands.
There are also dress material samples for Ellen. Sargent’s wardrobe
and Christmas cards and drawings
by Aaron for inventions.
“Even though none of us live in

town in Nevada County that has
also been known as Patterson,
Melrose and Tyler. It is located
on the San Juan Ridge about four
miles east of North San Juan.
The San Juan Ridge sits atop an
ancient riverbed of gold-bearing
gravel, which made it one of the
richest California mining areas in
the second half of the 19th century. Archaeologists have found
signs of human habitation on the

Ridge, including the area around
Cherokee, dating back 5,000
years. At the time of the Gold
Rush, the Ridge was home to the
Nisenan and the Southern Maidu,
who had lived in various locations
along the Ridge for more than
1,000 years.
The Gold Rush came to Cherokee in 1850 when a group of
Cherokee Indians began mining
there and gave it its name. Mining
in the area proved profitable, and
the town grew quickly, especially
after the Grizzly Ditch brought
year-round water for mining.
Cherokee was the most active
mining center on the Ridge.
Today, all that remains of
Cherokee are the schoolhouse,
located on Sages Road just north
of Tyler Foote Crossing Road,
the historic cemetery and a lot of
land scarred by hydraulic mining.
However, just northwest of the old
town site, Ananda Village, a spiritual community and retreat center,
has thrived.

The March 30, 1882, cover of menu for banquet to honor Ulysses S.
Grant and his wife..
or around Nevada City, we agreed
that the personal items of my
great-grandfather and grandmother
belonged in the Searls Library,”

Bill explained. “The honor of his
accomplishments really belongs to
the area he represented in Washington, which is Nevada City.”

Towns: Rough and Ready survives today

Continued from page 9
lost an eye. After that the mine and
sometimes the town were called
Gouge Eye. By 1857, the town
boasted two saloons, a blacksmith
and stable, a butcher shop, a boot
and shoe store, and several grocery stores. Today, it is a historic
site.
Cherokee
Cherokee was a gold mining

Red Dog
Three young men settled Red
Dog Hill, a mine and campsite.
It was named by the youngest, a
15-year-old prospector. As mining operations grew, the campsite
became a settlement and then a
town with a population of 2,000

Rough and Ready Ramblers play every Sunday from 10 a.m. to noon
at the Grange..

before it was eventually abandoned. It was named either after a
zinc mine in Illinois, or the canine
that guarded the gold. Red Dog
is on BLM land and is listged on
the National Register of Historic
Places.
Rough and Ready
Lawlessness and hostility
marked the early days of Rough
and Ready, which was settled by a
mining company from Wisconsin.
Their leader named the company
after Gen. Zachary Taylor. The
future president was nicknamed
“Old Rough and Ready.” Anger
over the U.S. government’s “mining tax” led the town to secede

Visit us online!

from the nation in 1850 and was
renamed “The Great Republic of
Rough and Ready.” One of the
world’s smallest nations voted to
return to the union three months
later – on July 4th. Zimmerman
said that while many historians
believe that the secession actually
happened, he said the story is local lore. Fires devastated the town
over the years, although a few
original buildings remain, most
notably the Old Grange Hall.
Information
above
was
gleaned from various sites, including the Doris Foley Library
and the Searls Historical Library.
For more information, visit nevadacountylandmarks.com.
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