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Staser steers Toy Run to success The spy
Around 1,500 motorcyclists expected to ride for others on Dec. 8
Stacy Drake
Nevada City Advocate
At noon on Saturday, Dec. 8,
approximately 1,500 plus motorcycles from California, Nevada
and Oregon will start their engines for the 27th Annual Nevada
County Food and Toy Run.
The riders are staged at the
Rood Center in Nevada City,
proceeding down Broad Street
to Sacramento/Zion Streets onto
Grass Valley Highway, through
the round-a-bout onto Main
Street, up Mill Street to the Fairgrounds in Grass Valley, with an
estimated 10,000-13,000 people
cheering them on along the way.

When they arrive at the Fairgrounds, the riders are met by
hundreds of local area families
in need of food and toys for the
holiday season.
The event is organized and coordinated with the Nevada City
and Grass Valley Police and Fire
Departments, the Nevada County Sherriff’s office and the California Highway Patrol by Thom
Staser of Nevada City, who has
been organizing the event since
its inception in 1991.
“A buddy asked me 27 years
ago if I was going to the Sacramento Toy Run again that year,
and I said, ‘no, I think we can do
that here in Nevada County.’ ’’

“My buddy agreed. So that
first year, we had six weeks
to prepare and we managed to
round up 90 bikes,” Staser said.
“Within a couple years we were
up to 800 bikes.
“The Nevada County Food and
Toy Run is now one of the most
popular toy runs in the state and
bikes come from all over to participate,” he added. What makes
this event so appealing? “We
have the reputation as being the
safest Toy Run, in part, because
See Toy Run on page 12

Mike Bloebaum:
undercover to
Emmy awards
Michael Young
Nevada City Advocate

Thom Staser, the organizer and
producer of the Nevada County
Food and Toy Run, in this year’s
commemorative t-shirt

It’s bolo ties and bartending
PHOTO BY STACY DRAKE

Chris Towne enjoying
his retirement from
city government
Stacy Drake
Nevada City Advocate
Ever think there’s no opportunities for upcycling common
everyday items that might otherwise be relegated to the pile of
someone’s forgotten memories?
Things like jewelry pendants,
watches and toy cars.
Well, don’t tell Chris Towne
that. He repurposes forgotten
treasures to put his own spin on
bolo ties and is quick to add,
“these are not your grandfather’s
bolos.”
The path that has led Chris to
create his business – UpTowne
Bolos – has been as serpentine
as the ropes he uses for his bolos. He never had a clue he was
destined for his most current creative pursuit.

Chris Towne proudly displays his bolos in his booth at Victorian Christmas 2017.

Growing up in Hayward, California, Chris wanted to be a bartender when he was in his 20s.
But life got in the way and, instead, he became the water treat-

ment plant supervisor in Napa for
four years before coming to Nevada City and serving the community in the same capacity for
the next 24 years.

nobody
knows

SUBMITTED PHOTO

While serving as Nevada
City’s water treatment plant supervisor, he became a broadcaster and shared his love for music
See Towne on back page

Watch out! Look over your
shoulder. There’s a spy amongst
us.
Is anyone in this sleepy little
burg aware that one of its own
spent time in the 1960s teaching
South Vietnamese nationals how
to sneak into enemy territory to
get sensitive military information?
Or that upon returning to the
states, he enrolled in UCLA film
school and eventually won five
production Emmy’s, and still
shoots videos for local nonprofits, schools and performing arts
organizations.
But more on that later.
Mike Bloebaum, 77, and his
wife, Margaret, have just bid
adieu to a house full of out-oftown holiday guests and are trying to catch their breath when I
ring the doorbell of their woodsy
Nevada City home.
He offers me a glass of water.
We chat about the fire raging in
nearby Paradise before getting
down to business, serious business.
“In 1965, we were getting
more involved in Vietnam. President Johnson sent me a letter inviting me to join the Army,” he
says sardonically. “Instead, I enlisted in the Intelligence Corps.
A friend told me we’d end up in
Germany drinking white wine
and meeting the girls.”
See Bloebaum on page 13
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Night of Giving just keeps on giving

Shelter fundraiser to feature scores of performers on Dec. 22
Andrew Wedgbury
Nevada City Advocate

What started as a small fundraiser 13 years ago at Cooper’s
Aleworks has blossomed into a
major fundraising event for Hospitality House. Organized by Mikail Graham, this year’s “Night
of Giving” will be held Saturday,
Dec. 22, at the Miners Foundry
and feature more than 45 of Nevada County’s best performers.
The initial event in 2005 was
the result of Maggie McKaig of
Beaucoup Chapeaux reaching out
to Graham to help organize an
event to raise money for a homeless shelter getting started by U.
Utah Philips and Joanna Robinson. At the time, Graham was
co-managing the popular club and
he thought it was a good idea.
“Basically, we got a whole
bunch of friends we knew and
had them come down and play for
free. We told them of the cause
and how it would be, and we
thought we’d raise maybe a couple of hundred bucks. It would be
cool,” Graham said.
The event that night raised

Organizer Mikail Graham in front of Utah’s Place in Grass Valley.

over $11,000.
“People were standing on the
bar. It was one of those electric
nights – everything was warm and
fuzzy, things were flowing, it was

just a good time. And I thought,
‘Wow, this thing has legs, we need
to look at this.’”
The next year the event was
moved to the Miner’s Foundry in

PHOTO BY ANDREW WEDGBURY

Nevada City to serve a larger audience and raise more funds for
the Hospitality House Community
Center. The need for a permanent
emergency homeless shelter had

been apparent for years, and once
the organization had finally come
into being volunteers and donations would be its lifeblood.
Today, Utah’s Place is a 69bed facility that serves homeless
individuals and families in Nevada County by providing a place to
sleep, shower, do laundry, have
meals and receive job training and
case management. At last year’s
Night of Giving, $78,000 was
raised.
“It was just one of those things
that kept growing and growing,
with more and more people showing up and more people wanting
to perform as the years rolled by.
Utah passed before he ever got to
see Utah’s Place come to its full
fruition to where we are now,”
Graham said.
The project has morphed into a
labor of love for Graham as time
has passed.
“For everybody involved it’s
all about a big hometown Christmas party showing solidarity for
the cause. It’s where people chip
in whatever they can afford, they
come out and socialize, and we
See Graham on page 14
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The Colla Voce Youth Chorus performed in a free mini-concert on Dec. 5 at Peace Lutheran
Church in Grass Valley. The church will host two other concerts in December.

Peace Lutheran Church
to hold free mini-concerts
Find relief from the rush at free concerts offering music of the season at Peace
Lutheran Church in Grass Valley.
The free mini-concerts start at 5:30
p.m. on Wednesdays in December and last
for 30 minutes. No offering will be taken;
these concerts have been a gift from Peace
to the community for more than two decades. Following each concert, the event
will transition to Holden Evening Prayer,
a prayer service weaving song, chant,
prayer and Bible readings. All are welcome at both presentations.

Here’s the mini-concert line-up:
• Dec. 5: Colla Voce Youth Chorus.
• Dec. 12: Bells of Peace handbell
choir; plus, alto soloist Judy Kenney will
sing “Sweet Little Jesus Boy” – a ballad
made famous by Mahalia Jackson.
• Dec. 19: Walt Strony, an organist at
Peace, and Thomas Greathouse, musical
director at Emmanuel Episcopal Church
in Grass Valley, will perform.
Peace Lutheran Church is located at
828 W. Main St.

Sierra Master Chorale
names new music director
InConcert Sierra has selected a new
music director of the Sierra Master Chorale and Orchestra after a year-long search
that included more than 20 candidates
from around the world.
Alison Skinner will take the baton
from founding member Ken Hardin, who
announced more than a year ago that he
will step down after holiday concerts in
December. He will continue as artistic director for InConcert Sierra.
“It was an exceptionally difficult decision,” Executive Director Julie Hardin
said in a new release. “All of the candidates were outstanding and brought a
wealth of experience, and enthusiasm.”
Through Skinner’s auditions and interviews, the search committee, board of
directors and the choir felt that her personality already fit the culture of the Sierra
Master Chorale.
“Ken and the choir, as well as the board
of directors and staff, are looking forward
to embracing Alison as our new music director and making sure that she receives
all the support and tools she needs to make
the transition seamless,” Hardin said.
Skinner said she was impressed with
the organization Ken, Julie and the board
has created, the scope of what they do and
how both InConcert Sierra and the choir
are well organized.
“Working for an organization that has
such a great foundation is amazing,” she
said.
Skinner brings with her more than 12
years of choral experience. For the past
eight years, she has been the artistic director for the Davis Chorale. She is also choir
director of Unitarian Universalist Church
of Davis.
“I just love conducting a choir. I like
the energy in the room when you have a

Alison Skinner replaces Ken Hardin,
who will conduct his final concerts on
Dec. 15-16.

committed group of people,” Skinner said.
The Sierra Master Chorale and Orchestra Holiday Concerts on Dec. 15-16 at the
Seventh-day Adventist Church in Grass
Valley will be Ken Hardin’s finale with
the choir. Skinner will assume leadership
in the spring and is already working on the
choir’s performance in May.
“I love programming and am already
thinking about what music I want for the
spring concerts,” she said.
Sierra Master Chorale is an 80-voice auditioned choir comprised of local singers.

Visit the Advocate online at:

NevadaCityAdvocate.online
e
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Holiday concert to feature Cornish carols
The Male Voice Choir will perform on Dec. 15 and 18 at Peace Lutheran Church in Grass Valley.

Songs about the Nativity,
gift-giving, merry-making and
Santa Claus comprise the 2018-19
season’s Christmas concert of the
Grass Valley Male Voice Choir –
“Sing We Now of Christmas.”
The program begins with the
Cornish carol “Sound! Sound!”
sung in Grass Valley since 1876
and reminding the audience of the
choir’s Cornish heritage. Beautiful

melodies of Biebl, Racha minoff,
and Tchesnokoff will mix with music of more contemporary names
such as Forrest, Althouse and the
choir’s Darrell Crawford. The program ends with the audience joining
in to sing traditional carols.
The Male Voice Choir is the direct descendant of Cornish miners’
choirs that sang in Grass Valley
for more than 90 years. Eleanor

Kenitzer, the group’s founder, is
an experienced choral conductor
who revived the Cornish singing
tradition locally in 1990 with the
Cornish Carol Choir, whose songs
can be enjoyed at downtown Grass
Valley’s Cornish Christmas events.
Choir members – a non-auditioned group – are men who love
to sing in a group of friends. New
members are always welcome.

Commitment to community is
a core value of the choir, fulfilled
by its revenue-sharing partnerships
with local nonprofits and churches, including the Forever Young
Chorus, Hospice of the Foothills,
Emmanuel Episcopal Church, St.
Canice and others, which will sell
concert tickets to their members as
a fundraiser.
The Choir’s two performances

are both in a new holiday venue for
2018: Peace Lutheran Church Fellowship Center, 828 W. Main St.,
Grass Valley, on Saturday, Dec. 15,
at 2 p.m. and Tuesday, Dec. 18, at
7:30 p.m.
Advance tickets are available for
$20 at GVMaleVoiceChoir.org or
at The Book Seller in Grass Valley.
For more information, email SingWithUs@GVMaleVoiceChoir.org.
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NC Craft Fair to
feature 65 vendors

Miners Foundry in Nevada City will host the 8th annual Nevada City Winter Craft Fair.

The 8th Annual Nevada City Winter
Craft Fair will be held from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 9, at Miners Foundry
in downtown Nevada City.
This year’s fair received 130 vendor
applications from throughout Northern
California. Event organizer Naomi Cabral
narrowed the pool to 65 artists with priority going to fine craftsmanship, showmanship, sustainability and innovation. Cabral
also ensures that each category – jewelry,
housewares, body-care products, children’s
items, ceramics, textiles, etc. – are equally
represented.
“As usual our holiday show brings a

good dose of whimsy to suit the season,”
she said. “I’m also seeing a renaissance
of modern folk art being demonstrated by
makers like Sierra Stitchcraft, Bitterwitch
Apothecary, The Wild Wooden Spoon along
with gifts that bring simplicity and peace to
your life like Yoke Handmade clothing and
Kara Rane mandalas.”
A no-host full bar serving seasonal favorites will also be available.
Tickets are $5 and children 12 and
younger get in for free. They are available
at minersfoundry.org, Miners Foundry and
Briar Patch in Grass Valley, or by calling
530-264-5040.

The Nevada County Community Library has expanded its Student Success
card program, a partnership between the
Nevada Joint Union High School District
and the library that has resulted in library
cards being available to all high school
students in the district without fines or a
fee.
Bear River High School, Nevada
Union High School, Silver Springs High
School, North Point Academy, Nevada
Union Tech, and Ghidotti Early College
High School students now have the cards
that are valid at all branches of the library
system. With the cards, they can check out

up to three items at a time and have access
to library databases, ebooks and other online resources.
“We’re really excited to reduce barriers
to students accessing our books and other
resources to support learning and a love
for reading,” said Lisa Nowlain, youth librarian. “With the Student Success cards,
we’re looking forward to seeing new faces
in the library, and the Nevada Joint Union
High School District staff has been great
partners.”
For more information about the program,
contact Rachel Tucker at Rachel.tucker@co.
nevada.ca.us or call 530-470-2695.

Library expands Student
Success card program

Nevada City
Advocatee

Reach new customers from North San Juan
to Roseville, Sacramento and Marysville
and Yuba City

To advertise E-mail: ads@nevadacityadvocate.com
or call: 530-263-7144 or 530-559-6378
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How a highway fight helped keep NC on the map

Steve Cottrell

Our
History

There’s been a lot of talk recently regarding State Route 174.
Although the 13-mile stretch
connecting Grass Valley with
Colfax has been considered for
widening and realignment for
several years, some people who
live along the route oppose major
alterations.
But major alterations might
not be an issue today if Chicago
Park boosters had prevailed 92
years ago.
When the Nevada County portion of the Tahoe-Ukiah
Highway was being mapped out
in the early 1920s, the new crossstate route was designed to run
through Nevada City and connect with what is now Interstate
80 at a point near Emigrant Gap.
But a less costly route –– from
Grass Valley to Colfax via Chicago Park –– was favored by frugal
Governor Friend Richardson.
The proposed Nevada CityEmigrant Gap road would intersect with the transcontinental
highway that became U.S. 40 in
1926, but, of course, be much
costlier than a highway to Colfax.
On November 24, 1925, at
the urging of Gov. Richardson,
a determined William Mixon,
Secretary of the State Highway
Commission, appeared before

A reported 75 automobiles made it to a point three miles east of Emigrant Gap for dedication of the Tahoe-Ukiah
Highway, but dozens became snowbound until plows and tow trucks were able to come to their rescue.

the Nevada County Board of Supervisors to explain why a road
to Colfax was preferred over the
longer route eastward from Nevada City.
Mixon claimed the shorter
route would merely be a “temporary” state highway until the
route from Nevada City to Emigrant Gap could be built. But supervisors knew if a state-funded
route to Colfax via Chicago Park
was constructed, the one-lane
trail leading east from Nevada
City would remain a rocky, rutted
county road –– perhaps for decades. And the economic impact
on Nevada City by routing a new
highway from Grass Valley to
Colfax via Chicago Park would
be devastating.
Mixon made his pitch and
supervisors quickly voted 5-0 to
oppose the idea.
Two weeks after Mixon came
here advocating the Grass Valley-Colfax route, an emergency
meeting of the State Highway
Commission was held at Marysville, attended by representatives

cjutline

Gov. Frank Merriam dedicated the
last link of the Tahoe-Ukiah Highway on Nov. 18, 1934 –– nearly nine
years after the route had finally been
approved.

In 1925, William Mixon, Secretary
of the State Highway Commission,
advocated for a two-lane state highway from Grass Valley to Colfax,
but eventually lost the argument.

from all counties through which
the Tahoe-Ukiah Highway would
run. The six counties unanimously supported the Nevada
City-Emigrant Gap route, but
Chicago Park farmers and or-

chard owners fought back. They
began lobbying Mixon and other
Sacramento officials, as did Nevada City community leaders.
On February 27, 1926, the
state commission relented and

agreed to stick to their original
plan for a two-lane highway from
Nevada City to a point near Emigrant Gap. If the state commission had, instead, decided in Chicago Park’s favor, Highway 174
would have become the major
highway between Grass Valley
and U.S. 40, (now I-80) –– wider
and straighter than it is today.
Although extending the route
east beyond Nevada City was
approved, Gov. Richardson had
reduced all highway funding in
the state budget, slowing transformation of a one-lane county
road into a two-lane state highway linking Nevada City with
the 3,390-mile transcontinental
highway.
Fortunately, Richardson’s successors –– Clement Young (192731) and James Rolph (1931-34)
–– were Northern Californians
who supported funding for the
new cross-state project.
Finally, on November 18,
1934 –– nearly nine years after the Colfax route had been
scrubbed –– the last Tahoe-Ukiah
Highway segment was dedicated
during a howling snow storm
three miles east of Emigrant Gap.
A reported 75 automobiles made
it to the ceremony –– more than
50 from Nevada City and Grass
Valley. But as the celebration
progressed and snow continued
to fall, the return trip became
problematic.
After then-Governor Frank
Merriam said a few words and
cut the ceremonial ribbon, he and
his party, along with a few select cars belonging to local VIPs
and press, were towed by a state
snowplow up the steep northside grade from Bear Valley to
a point where they could manage
their way to Nevada City. Dozens of other autos and their freezing passengers, however, were
snowbound until snowplows and
tow trucks arrived several hours
later.
But the last link of the 230mile Tahoe-Ukiah Highway was
open, and it didn’t pass through
Chicago Park.
Steve Cottrell is a historian,
former city councilman and mayor and a longtime Nevada City
resident. He now lives in St. Augustine, Fla. He can be reached
by emailing exnevadacitymayor@gmail.com.
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Foundry to host ‘Clara
and The Nutcracker’
“Clara and The Nutcracker” will be shown on Dec. 6-8 at Miners Foundry in Nevada City.

“Clara and The Nutcracker,”
Yelena Holt’s retelling of the
classic holiday story “The Nutcracker Suite” will be shown
from Dec. 6-8 at Miners Foundry
in Nevada City.
Holt’s tale of “The Nutcracker” follows Clara, whose Christmas present of a toy nutcracker
solider inspires a magical journey to a fantastical world of enchanting delights. These scenes
are set against the backdrop of
Tchaikovsky’s music, plus new
colorful costumes and a spectacular set that transports the audience through time.
“We have more dancers than
ever participating this year –

over 55,” said Holt, director of
the Holt Ballet Conservatory.
“The beautiful core work continues to develop as the dancers become more seasoned and
this year really represents the
best.”
This year’s cast features new
dancers along with audience
favorites in new roles. Miriam
Allen shines in her new role as
the Snow Queen, while Krista
Yazzolino makes her debut as
the Sugar Plum Fairy. Yazzolino studied with the Miami City
Ballet and Orlando Ballet
schools.
Returning dancers include
Christopher Selbie, as this year’s

cavalier. Nora Heiber reprises
her role of Herr Drossellmeyer.
Eighth-grader Tenaya Anderson
returns in the starring role as
Clara.
“Our collaboration with the
historic Miners Foundry makes
for a great evening, a great experience,” Holt said. “The Miners
Foundry is the perfect setting for
this holiday tradition.”
The shows on Dec. 6 and 7,
a Thursday and Friday, start at 7
p.m. while the show on Saturday,
Dec. 8, starts at 1 p.m. For ticket
and more information, call 530265-5040, visit minersfoundry.
org or go to Miners Foundry in
downtown Nevada City.
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KVMR’s Baker wins Elza Kilroy Award

Nevada City Chamber
honors his years of
community service
Michael Young
Nevada City Advocate

Steve Baker, KVMR community radio’s longtime program
director, has been awarded the
2018 Elza Kilroy Award for community service for his dedication
to keeping Nevada City’s listeners
informed and entertained.
“I am totally surprised and
honored,” Baker said. “I’ve al-

PHOTO BY MICHAEL YOUNG

KVMR’s Program Director Steve Baker sits behind the desk in his
notoriously cluttered office.

ways felt a sense of family and
community with KVMR. I’m
winning this award as a result of

the efforts of the entire station.”
The annual award, given by
the Nevada City Chamber of

Commerce, was established in
1969 to honor “a citizen whose
efforts help makes Nevada City
a better community,” said Cathy
Whittlesey, the chamber’s executive director.
Baker is beloved by the staff
and volunteer broadcasters for
his management skill in “herding
cats, dealing with impassioned
volunteers who are not employees, keeping them moving in the
right direction,” he said.
Listeners appreciate Baker
for his ability during fundraising
drives to come “on mic” at the
end of a membership show and
pitch with so much emotion and

impact that the phones seem to
start ringing out of nowhere. For
this, he is known around the station as the “hammer.”
During his reign, he has succeeded in moving the station “in
a more community-oriented vein
and away from the ‘me and my record collection format.’ I’ve been
able to get broadcasters to understand how important it is to get
fire, weather and other breaking
news to our listeners. ”
In fact, staying on top of breaking news, especially wildfires and
perilous weather, is one of the
station’s strengths and has made
See Baker on page 14
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The Luv Train will be performing at the New Year’s Eve bash in Nevada City.

Miners Foundry to hold
New Year’s Eve Bash
The 10th annual New Year’s
Eve Bash will feature the music
of Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers and soul and R&B classics
starting at 9 p.m. on Monday,
Dec. 31, at Miners Foundry in
Nevada City.
Headlining the evening is Petty Luv, a local tribute band dedicated to honoring Tom Petty and
the Heartbreakers.
Adding to the evening’s
festivities is Love Train, a sixpiece local dance band that plays
hits from artists like Wilson
Picket, Otis Redding, Aretha
Franklin, the O’Jays and Stevie
Wonder.
Guitarist/vocalist
Jonathan
Lyerly, and bassist/vocalist Karel Hendee form the core of the
band. They are joined by drummer Tim Bulkley and backed by
a three-piece horn section made
up of Phil Kember, John DeBoer

Increase
your reach!
530-559-6378

and Jerry Grant.
The doors open at 8 p.m. for
the event that is being presented
by Paul Emery Music and Miners Foundry. For ticket and more

information, visit minersfoundry.
org, call 530-265-5040 or go to
Miners Foundry in downtown
Nevada City or to the Briar Patch
Co-op in Grass Valley.
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Karen Newell Young
& Stacy Drake

Around
Town

Wedding bells
Longtime Nevada City Residents
Bob Buhlis and Austin Farrar
were visiting family here from
Richmond, Virginia., where they
now reside and stopped by their
Nevada City Rotary Club meeting on Nov. 15. Friends learned
that Buhlis, 82, is now retired
and Farrar, 73, is a wine consultant for Kroger. In more exciting
news, Rotarians learned the two
were in Nevada City to do some
jewelry shopping at Utopian
Stone—as in wedding ring
jewelry. They announced they
will be married in Richmond on
May 11, 2019. “They say I’m
robbing the cradle,” laughs Buhlis. Congratulations to them.

Sierra Master Chorale
members in Berlin
On Nov. 11, in honor of the
100th Anniversary of Armistice
Day and the end of WWI and

PHOTO BY STACY DRAKE

Austin Farrar (left) and Bob Buhlis announced their marriage for this
coming May.

Veterans Day, a few of our local
Sierra Master Chorale members recently participated in a
global chorus of “The Armed
Man, A Mass for Peace” in
Berlin, led by composer Karl
Jenkins and accompanied by
The UNESCO World Orchestra
for Peace. The 2,000-voice choir
represented 30 countries from
around the world. Jenkins invited any interested members of
the various choirs around the
world who had already performed the piece to come together to perform as an international
group for this special presentation in Berlin. Chris Newsom,
a Sierra Master Chorale member,

ARGALL WAY
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BOST

RIDGE RD.

ZION ST.

SPD

To Downtown Nevada City
GOLD FLAT RD.

has performed the composition
in Grass Valley for InConcert
Sierra and was excited to be able
to participate in the international
presentation. “Since Jenkins was
bringing people together from
all over the world, he needed
a choir of people who had already performed the piece
because there was no time to
learn it,” Newsom said. “It was
amazing how everyone just
knew what to do, it was beautiful.”

New gig for Graham
Mikhail Graham is taking the
reigns as the new general man-

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Members of the Sierra Master Chorale participated in the 100th Anniversary
of the ending of WW1 performance of The Armed Man - A Mass for Peace in
Berlin. L-R Jerry Maloney, Linda Maloney, Sarito Whatley, Christine Newsom.

ager for the
Center for the
Arts,
replacing Kimberly
“Pepper” Pepe,
who announced
her resignation
last year. GraMikhail
ham has been
Graham
controlling
the sound for the Center for 10
years. His mission is to bring the
Center up to modern standards
on sound. Graham, who was
one of the early KVMR broadcasters and continues to co-host
“The Beer Show” and executive
produce “The Other Side and

HILLS
BUSINESS DISTRICT

“The Good News Show.” He
also produces the annual Night
of Giving for Hospitality House.

Around Town
features news from local
residents and organizations.
You can send news of
noteworthy achievements,
honors, awards and
scholarships to:
karen.newell.young@gmail.com
or
stacy@nevadacityadvocate.com
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Antibiotics can be good
– and bad – for you

Dr. Roger Hicks

To Your
Health

When you or a loved one has
been feeling ill with a sore throat
or some sort of respiratory infection and decide to see a doctor –
hoping for antibiotics – it can be
frustrating to hear “I think it’s a virus and it needs to run its course.”
We all know how helpful antibiotics can be in certain situations.
But the reality is, the overuse of
antibiotics has become a global
issue that has compromised the
effectiveness of these life-saving
drugs and is threatening their future usefulness.
Antibiotics are compounds
capable of killing or inhibiting
the growth of bacteria. They
do nothing to other types of disease-causing
microorganisms,
such as viruses and fungi. The
first antibiotic was discovered
in London in1928 by Scottish
bacteriologist Alexander Fleming, who realized that bacteria
in one of his petri dishes were
being killed by an itinerant
colony of penicillium mold.
This may be why ancient Egyptians had a practice of applying a poultice of moldy bread to
an infected wound. Penicillin did
not become widely available until 1943 when it was produced by
U.S. drug companies for the battlefields of World War II.
Antibiotics have revolutionized medicine and saved millions
of lives. They are now widely used

in humans and in agriculture – approximately 80% of the antibiotics
used in the U.S. are given to farm
animals. But in the 75 years since
they have been in use, we have
learned a thing or two about them.
For one, unnecessary prescribing and overuse of antibiotics has
caused a resistance crisis. Bacteria
are living organisms that quickly evolve into strains resistant to
the antibiotics used against them.
Treating those resistant infections
can require higher doses or stronger antibiotics, but some bacteria
have become “super bugs” unaffected by even the most powerful
antibiotics available today.
According to the CDC, antibiotic resistance caused an estimated
23,000 deaths annually in the U.S.
alone. Many medical experts agree
that most antibiotics we count on
now will be useless 25 years from
now, the 100th birthday of this
type of medicine. The situation is
made more concerning by the fact
that the major drug companies
– Pfizer in 2011, then Sanofi, Eli
Lilly, AstraZeneca, and most recently, Novartis – have all stopped
doing research on the development of new kinds of antibiotics.
We’ve also learned that antibiotics can have a downside.
Antibiotics are one of the most
common causes of reactions to
medicines resulting in emergency department visits, especially for children. These include
allergic reactions ranging from
an annoying rash to a life-threatening condition like anaphylaxis. Antibiotics also kill the
beneficial bacteria that normally
live in our bodies. For example,
they upset normal vaginal bacteria that prevent yeast infections.
And they can cause an imbalance in the intestinal biome, the
gut bacteria that help with digestion, resulting in diarrhea, or
in worst cases, Clostridia difficile
or C. diff. Killing beneficial bacteria is similar to me to tearing out
a lawn – weeds can come in and

take over.
As a physician, I strive to use
antibiotics only when necessary.
This can be a challenge early in
the course of an illness, especially with people who come in to our
urgent care clinic knowing exactly
what they have, want and need.
Over the years, countless patients
have told me “Whenever I get a
cold, my doctor gives me antibiotics and I always get better.” That
reminds me of the truism known
round the world, “If you beat a
drum during an eclipse, the sun
will always come out.” Yes, you
always got better from your cold,
but it wasn’t because of the antibiotics.
Of course, it’s much better to
not get sick, so the best thing you
can do is to safeguard against contagious illnesses by taking precautions to prevent them in them first
place. Be vigilant about washing
your hands, avoid contact with or
wear a mask when you’re around
people coughing or sneezing, stay
home when you are ill and make
sure you are up to date on all immunizations.
Other things that may help are
a healthy diet, certain medicinal
herbs such as echinacea, and supplements like vitamin C and zinc
that may help boost your immune
system. If you do end up taking
antibiotics, be sure to complete
the course and then replenish your
system with probiotics.
A director of the Urgent Care
Association of America from
2011 to 2017, Dr. Roger Hicks
served as the Association’s treasurer and then secretary. He is
a founder and current board
member of the Urgent Care
Assurance Company, a malpractice company specializing
in urgent care. He is the founding President of the California
Urgent Care Association. He
is also the founding president
of the South Yuba River Citizens
League and served on SYRCL’s
Board of Directors for 30 years.

Sierra Academy to hold
fundraiser for students

The Sierra Academy of Expeditionary Learning will
hold its 5th annual Winter Wreath fundraising event
from 2 to 5 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 9, in its multi-purpose
room at 505 Main St. in Nevada City.
This is the primary fundraiser for the new high
school in the Nevada City Elementary School building.
All proceeds will go toward paying for line items
in the school’s budget not covered by state funds. For
example, every year each grade level takes on an expedition in learning that has a teaching focus and students participating in field work and partnering with
local agencies. These require backpacks, sleeping bags,
and gear. The fundraiser, which raised $5,000 last year,
helps to pay these expenses so all students can participate equally.
The Winter Wreath event also includes a variety of
functional bee houses made by tenth-grade students that
will be for sale. Along with the wreath and bee home
sale will be an expansive bake sale that includes hot coffee, cocoa and tea.
For more information about the event or the school,
call 530-559-4427 or email PTC@sierraacademy.net.
Bee houses made by students will be for sale at Winter
Wreath fundraiser on Dec. 9 in Nevada City.
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Toy Run: Planning a year-round task for Staser
Continued from page 1
we have the full support of local
law enforcement and they are
present every step of the way
to be sure the motorcycles stay
in tight formation and control
traffic, which is key to rider safety.
“Any excess food and toys
are given to the Nevada County
Sheriff’s Volunteer Department
headed by retired Cpl. Walt
Jones. They go into the North
San Juan Ridge area and the little
town of Washington to hand out
food and toys to needy families.
We keep it all in Nevada County,” Staser said.
Staser works with Head Start,
Big Brothers/ Big Sisters, the
Nevada County Department of
Social Services; they coordinate
with families that need community support that year.
“Because substance abuse
can be an issue with many of the
families in some form or another, there is never any alcohol or
marijuana or other drugs allowed
at the Rood Center or the fairgrounds,” he said. “We need to
respect the families and children
who are in this situation. Plus,
it’s a motorcycle event; there’s
no room for that if you’re riding
a motorcycle with 1,500 other
bikes and riders for obvious safety reasons.”
In 2011, the Nevada County
Food and Toy Run was recognized by the United States Congress and the state of California
for 20 years of ongoing service
to families in the communities
of Nevada City and Grass Valley and to Nevada County at
large by way of a 4th Senatorial
District Proclamation signed by
state Senator Doug LaMalfa and
a Certificate of Special Congressional Recognition signed by
Congressman Tom McClintock.
“We don’t charge to participate in this event,” Staser said.
“Through years of polling par-

A rider’s perspective heading down Broad Street in Nevada City in 2017.

PHOTO BY STACY DRAKE

Wedding fair
to be held at
fairgrounds
“A Wedding Affair for All Seasons” will be held from noon to 4
p.m. on Sunday, Jan. 20, at the Nevada County Fairgrounds in Grass
Valley.
The free wedding fair produced by Joy of Life Events will
include live music, cake and catering tastings, hourly bridal toss
giveaways, styled booths, rentals,
vendors offering discounts and a
swag bag for all registered brides.
The wedding fair will be held
in the Main Event Center and
parking is free.
For more information, visit
joyoflifeevents.com, email donna@joyoflifeevents.com or call
530-802-3023.

Show features
the art of
photography
PHOTO BY STACY DRAKE

The staging area for the ride at the Rood Center in Nevada City where participants enjoy free coffee,
donuts, water, and trade motorcycle stories while they wait to begin the ride.
ticipants, we understand that Staser, who drums up $250 do- have accomplished. At that point
the average amount of money nations from sponsors, designs I’m finished, but the next day I
riders personally spend on food the annual T-shirt and ride pin, start tallying the receipts, the day
and toys is over $200 per per- which are for sale in advance or after that I start paying bills and
son. Many tell me they spend at the staging area at the Rood the day after that … I start on the
that much because they just love Center. Post-ride festivities at the next year’s event.”
shopping for the families and Fairgrounds include food venFor more information about
some of them have been recip- dors, music and raffles. Many the Nevada County Food and Toy
ients of this type of anonymous community members and law Run, visit toyrun.org or email at
generosity in the past and they enforcement officials volunteer thom@toyrun.org. Donations of
want to give back. This event is their time to accept the toys and toys and non-perishable foods
so successful because, in the end, food and manage the distribution and frozen turkeys and canned
people aren’t just opening their to the hundreds of families in at- hams can be made at the Fairgrounds on Dec. 8. Park in the
pocketbooks, they are opening tendance.
“When I’m at the Fair- front of the Fairgrounds, not
their hearts in a big way and I
grounds, I spend my time min- where the bikes are in lot 4. Cash
won’t charge for that.”
Raising money to produce gling with the people and taking donations can be made yearthe event is a year-long job for in the whole scope of what we round at toyrun.org.

The Viewpoint Photographic Art Center will hold its 10th
annual juried show “TWELVE:
Work of Art” from Dec. 4 to Jan.
5 at 2015 J Street in Sacramento.
A special reception will be held
from 5:30 to 9 p.m. on Saturday,
Dec. 8.
This year’s exhibit title and
theme brings attention to the entire process of creating a photograph. More than 90 works of art
will be on display and most will
be for sale, according to a news release. The gallery’s hours are from
noon to 5 p.m. Tuesday through
Saturday.
For more information, call
916-441-2341 or visit viewpointgallery.org.

Find the perfect gift locally
under our trees!

e

To advertise call
530-559-6378
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Bloebaum: From spycraft to filmcraft

Continued from page 1
A seemingly good plan but
flawed. Uncle Sam had other
ideas.
“I went to basic training,
then intelligence school in Baltimore,” he says. “My first image
was guys marching in formation
with black briefcases. I knew this
was going to be an interesting experience,” he says.
He learned the basics of spy
craft – how to use miniature Minox spy cameras, how to melt
into the population, how to lose
a tail, how to use dead drops to
leave a message, live drops to
hand off orders.
“They dropped a bunch of us
in downtown Baltimore. There
were three guys tailing me, but I
lost them immediately because I
knew the city. It was one of the
funniest things I ever saw. We
were all trying to be cool with
dark suits and sunglasses,” he
says. “It was when James Bond
was big.”
Although they were trained
in European intelligence, every
one of them was sent to Vietnam,
where none spoke the language.
They were spread all over the
country where their job was to
meet Vietnamese nationals, assess their willingness to spy for
the U.S. and then recruit them.
“I had the distinction of recruiting the first spy,” he says.
“He was teaching English to
Vietnamese. I walked into his
classroom, introduced myself
and we became friends.”
Bloebaum then turned him
over to a special agent and headed to the city of Hue where he
had several people lined up, that
is until he contracted encephalitis
from a mosquito bite and almost
died in the hospital.
He was medically discharged
from the Army six months later.
It was a turning point in his life.
Born in Missouri where his father was an itinerant preacher and
mother a secretary, they moved
around a lot until his parents split
and he and his mother moved
back to St. Louis.
Music was a big part of his
life. He sang “boy soprano” in an
Episcopal theater. As he started
taking academics seriously, he
enrolled in Washington University in St. Louis to study English
literature.
In 1963, he switched to New
York University to study television production but realized that
was not what he wanted to do.
He returned to St. Louis and
got a job in an advertising agency
writing copy for clients like Budweiser.
“They put me in charge of the
(Boston) Celtics away games that
Budweiser was sponsoring. It
was fabulous. My partners were
(legendary sports broadcaster)
Harry Carey and (Celtics player and coach) Bill Sharman,” he
says.
It was just about this time that
the military draft caught up with
him. But now, two years later,
with his discharge from the Army
in hand and his spying days over,
he needed to determine the next
step.
He decided to give film
school another try. He enrolled at
UCLA.
“It was 1967, the height of

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Mike Bloebaum poses in a forest in Vietnam during the war. He was a spy for the U.S. military, recruiting nationals
to give information.

his work on the Patty Hearst
trial, a documentary on medical
issues called Medix, and a news
show called “Follow-Up.” But
the business was insecure, so he
decided to get into education,
teaching at the California community college level.
“I really enjoyed working
with young people,” he says.
When a job came up as dean
of the communications at Pasadena City College, he took it.
He retired in 2004 and moved
here. He joined the board of di-

PHOTO BY MICHAEL YOUNG

Bloebaum in his office at his Nevada City home. Three of the five Emmy
awards he has received are on a shelf next to him.

student discontent about Vietnam
and here I am in UCLA, one of
the nests of the discontent, especially the film kids. With short
hair, I felt out of place.”
Despite his appearance, he
shared the politics and attitudes
of the left.
“My first 16 mm film was
about farm workers uprising in
Delano, California, with Caesar
Chavez. It was called ‘Manual
Has a Union.’ It won awards at
student film festivals,” he says.
“My next film was called
“Sideshow” about a circus freak

show that I shot in Memphis. It
won first place in the Esquire
Magazine Film Festival.”
Those films got him his first
job at MGM with the documentary unit.
“I was in heaven. They had the
best, - Irwin Rosten and Nicholas
Noxon, producers of the General
Electric documentary series on
NBC. They did three or four big
network documentaries a year. I
couldn’t have had a better learning experience.”
Over the next 10 years, Bloebaum earned five Emmy’s for

rectors of Music in the Mountains. He also wanted to do more
documentaries so he produced
“The Singing Life” with the Nevada Union Choir and Chanticleer, a professional men’s singing ensemble that performs all
over the world.
He also did films about Music
in the Mountain’s young composer program. In total, he has
done four documentaries and all
have been broadcast on PBS.
His current project is about a
vocal group in Sacramento called
RSVP, Reconciliation Singers
Voices of Peace. All the money
the group collects goes to underfunded charities. KVIE is interested in airing it, then sponsoring
it around PBS.
He gets a bit somber as he
talks about his time in Los Angeles where he lived for 20
years but never felt involved in
the community, never helped it
thrive.
“When you come to a small
town like this, you know how the
town works. You know people
are volunteering,” he says.
“If it just wasn’t for the damn
fires.”
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Baker: Has been with KVMR since 1993

Continued from page 8
it Nevada County’s official emergency media. Having a broadcaster in the booth 24/7 enables it to
keep listeners informed. The station partners with yuba.net, especially during dangerous wildfires
like the Camp Fire, to break in
with up-to-date information. Last
year, Pascal Fusshoeller, editor
and co-founder of yuba.net, won
the Kilroy award for her local
news website.
“It shows the importance of
media in Nevada County life,” he
said.
Baker has lived in Nevada City
since 1990, first as a volunteer
to help the station raise money
during a financial crisis and then
in 1993 as a broadcaster doing a
morning news show with the legendary Chamba Lane and later

with Michael Keene and Alison
Miller, who are both still on the
air and whom he describes as his
“mentors.”
He got a morning show in
1995, which he still helms on
Monday’s from 7 to 10 a.m. In
1998, he was named program
director and during his era he
has won three community radio
awards for his morning show, a
Fourth of July parade with the late
Utah Phillips and a post 9/11 special with Molly Fiske.
Baker, 68, was born in Moline,
Illinois, and grew up in various
cities in the Midwest where his father worked for J.C. Penney, then
Sears, first selling shoes and then
in management.
“I grew up loving radio,” he
said. “I had a make-believe radio
show that I programmed. I made

up DJ names, call letters. It was a
50,000-watt station. What I’m doing now is what was in my head
back then.”
But before finally casting his
lot with radio, Baker made a long
detour into the world of comedy.
He graduated from the University of Iowa and was working
at the Quad City Times in Davenport, Iowa, covering the police
beat and education and finally as
a rock critic.
In 1975, though, he left his job
at the paper and headed off to Europe for the summer with a group
of friends.
“When I came back there was
this comedy troupe. I thought they
were pretty funny. They asked me
to be their manager. It was cold in
Iowa, so I moved to San Francisco,” he said.

The Kilroy Award is one of
several annual awards that will
be presented by the Nevada City
Chamber of Commerce on Saturday, Feb. 2, at Miners Foundry.
Other 2018 recipients are:
Kial James of Nevada City
Scenics will receive the Dr. Leland and Sally Lewis Visual Arts
Award.
Mark Lyon, who conducts the

local Ghost Tours, is the recipient
of the 2018 Dr. Leland and Sally
Lewis Performing Arts Award.
Scott Weidert, the owner of
Heartwood, is being recognized
with the Annual Stan Halls Architectural Award for the improvement and renovation of his business.
The Bob Woods Trio will receive the Chamber’s 2018 Live

Music Award.
Tom Coleman, former owner of
the National Hotel, will be recognized posthumously with the David
Iorns Lifetime Achievement award
for his dedication and service to
Nevada City for over 40 years.
The awards will be presented
at the Nevada City Chamber of
Commerce 117th annual Installation and Awards Dinner.

“We went there in search of
fame, fortune and middle age. So
far, we’re one for three.”
The troupe was called Ducks
Breath. Baker spent over 20 years
with them as their manager. They
enjoyed a significant amount of
success in the early to mid-1980s
– lots of clubs, a considerable
amount of touring, book deals, a
contract with Rounder records.
And they were the house comedy group for NPR’s “All Things
Considered,” giving them national exposure. They did a daily comedy routine called Ducks
Breath Homemade Radio.
“We achieved pretty good
fame in the world we were in,” he
said.
It was enough to live on. But it
didn’t last forever.
In 1990, seeking a more rural

place to put a Ducks Breath office
and a side mail order business,
Baker moved into the New York
Hotel in Nevada City.
“I looked at four or five other
towns, but there was something
special about this place. It has a
great sense of the arts, a real sense
of community that you can’t find
in a lot of other places,” he said.
“We’re probably the only town
of 3,500 people who have built a
$4 million radio station with local
contributions.”
In fact, during KVMR’s fundraising to build that new home, a
group of Baker’s longtime college
friends pooled their money and
named a studio control board. It is
inscribed:
“Friends of Steve Baker.”

Continued from page 2
get to dispel some of the myths
about homelessness.”
He noted that many people feel
that because Hospitality House
is here it’s a magnet for drawing
homeless from urban areas, which
is not the case.
“The majority of the people
that are there lived here for five
years or longer,” he said. “We already have our own homeless situation.”
Graham went on to say that
many individuals and families
on limited incomes have found
it increasingly difficult to find
affordable housing in our area,
even with rent vouchers. “You’ve
got people with a $900 housing
voucher who cannot find a place
to live. They’re discriminated
against because they are homeless, even though they have this
voucher.”
For Graham, the 13th Annual
Night of Giving not only takes a
step in addressing these problems
but does it in a uniquely Nevada
City style.
“This year it happens on Dec.
22, a full-moon Saturday, from
4 to 10 with some of the great
names in entertainment and music
we have around. This year I even
have 13 new acts on two and a
half stages, with a tent outside between 6’oclock and 8:30 for people to take their dinner. I’ll have
buskers in there with heaters so

it’s comfortable.
“It seems I have to keep expanding to accommodate the
throngs of people that show up.
This really is the party of the year
that many people look forward
to.”
He also noted that this year
there are several “angel” donors
who will be triple-matching what
the event takes in.
Over 45 musicians and entertainers are scheduled, including
Lolo Gervais and the R&B Review, Paul Kamm and Eleanor
MacDonald, the Nevada Union
Choir, Cassidy Joy, Kimberly Bass, Darol Anger and Emy
Phelps, and many others. And, of
course, returning for their 13th
year, Beaucoup Chapeaux.
Besides the entertainment,
there is also a silent auction and
buffet dinner. Tickets are $20 (but
no one will be turned away) and
can be purchased at BriarPatch
Co-op, Bread and Roses Thrift
Store, or at the Hospitality House
website hhshelter.org, or by calling 530-271-7144.
“The main thing is give what
you can,” Graham said. “This is a
time where if you give five bucks,
it turns into 15. If you give $100,
it turns into $300. That’s a huge
part of what keeps the shelter going. The majority of the assistance
we get to keep the doors open is
from the community.”

Chamber to make award Graham: Hospitality
presentations on Feb. 2 House helps locals
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Holiday festivities to sparkle in December

Victorian Christmas, Cornish Christmas among many local events
Karen Newell Young
Nevada City Advocate
Victorian Christmas
Nevada City’s Victorian Christmas has
evolved over its 41 years into performance art,
with endearing performers – Cindy Moon as
the Walking Christmas Tree and her husband,
Jim, as the Toy Soldier, Cecil Snow, as the
chimney sweep – all frolicking around town
and making children laugh.
Played for over 15 years by local actor
Warren Nordendhal, Father Christmas hopes
to make dreams come true; he joins veteran
participants David Vertin, whose been driving the carriages at Victorian Christmas for
40 years, and the Scottish highland dancers,
the Gold Country Brass Quartet and some 100
other performers.
It’s all a spectacle against the backdrop of
1,000 lights, food, song and vintage costumes,
on Sundays, Dec. 9, 16 and 23, and Wednesdays, Dec. 12 and 19. For more information,
visit Nevada City Chamber of Commerce at
nevadacitychamber.com.
Throughout Nevada County, holiday
events fill the month of December with fairs,
tree-lighting ceremonies, concerts and craft
shows.

PHOTO BY THOMAS A. THOMPSON

Victorian Christmas festivities in Nevada City starts Sunday, December 9.

Cornish Christmas
Cornish Christmas in Grass Valley began
in 1967 to preserve the town’s heritage. Carolers, fire pits, mistletoe, costumes and food
vendors will entertain visitors every Friday
through Dec. 21 from 6 to 9 p.m. when Mill
and West Main Street will be closed to traffic.
A highlight of Cornish Christmas is the
Cornish Carol Choir, performing traditional
Christmas Carols. Some members are descendants of original Grass Valley Cornish Miners.
You can learn more about them and their Cornish history at the M3Mall, which provides
historical trivia along with Cornish king and
queen photo opportunities. Other entrainment
is provided by Nevada County Tommyknocker Cloggers, Sierra Cappella, Nevada Union
Choir and In Sync Dancers.
For more information on Cornish Christmas call 530-272-8315 or visit downtowngrassvalley.com.
Holiday Lights in the Park
In Penn Valley, Holiday Lights in the Park
will present the magic of hundreds of Christmas lights. This is the fourth year of the community tradition at Western Gateway Park,
presented by the Penn Valley Area Chamber
of Commerce. The Chamber reports that nearly 500 carloads of visitors view the lights each
year.
For more information call 530-432-1802
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Cornish Christmas in Grass Valley brings young and old to the old-fashioned celebration.

or visit pennvalleyco.org.

of Alfred Burt Carols arranged by composer
Mark Hayes. With help from executive direc-

Other events
For classical music fans, Music in the
Mountains Orchestra and Chorus features
Happy Holidays, a family-friendly event of
traditional holiday classics, favorite carols
and new compositions.
The Dec. 8 evening concert and Dec. 9
matinee will perform at the Amaral Center of
the Nevada County Fairgrounds featuring a
vision of holiday splendor with the 25-piece
professional orchestra and 80-member chorus
that will cover a variety of shorter pieces, including “Carol of the Bells,” “Silent Night”
and “First Noel.”
For more information, visit musicinthemountians.org or call 530-265-6124.
InConcert Sierra hosts Conductor Ken
Hardin at the podium for his last set of holiday concerts before his retirement from the
Sierra Master Chorale and Orchestra. He
has spent the last year tracking down permission to perform “Caroling, Caroling,” a set

To Advertise
530-559-6378

tor Julie Hardin’s, the couple was able to gain
permission to copy Hayes’ archival version
of the score. The result is the annual holiday
concert at the Seventh-day Adventist Church,
12889 Osborne Hill Road, Grass Valley. For
more information call 530-273-3990 or visit
inconcertsierra.org.
The Holt Ballet Conservatory and the
Miners Foundry presents “Clara and the
Nutcracker” portraying the classic holiday
story the “Nutcracker Suite” with a variety
of dancers at all levels, from youngsters making their stage debut as well as professional
guest artists. For more information, visit
minersfoundry.org.
The Nevada Union High School Chamber Choir, led by Rod Baggett, present its
Royal 2018 Madrigal Dinner at 7 p.m. Friday, Dec. 7, and at 5 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 8,
at St. Joseph’s Cultural Center, 401 S. Church
St., Grass Valley. This event is part dinner, part
comedy routine and part history presentation.
The evening transports visitors to the 16th
century, a world of knights, wizards, jesters
and kings and queens. The costumed drama
includes a multi-course dinner and various
royal entertainment. E-mail info@nuchoir.org
for more information.
The Madrigal Dinner is followed on Thursday, Dec. 13, by the Nevada Union choirs at
the Don Baggett Theater with holiday music.
The Winter Concert begins at 7 p.m., for
more information, visit NUChoirorg.
Theater lovers will enjoy the perennial holiday drama, “Scrooge,” Performed by Legacy
Presents at the Nevada Theatre. Times vary
until Dec. 24. For more information, visit legacypresents.com.
Holiday events also abound in Auburn and
Truckee. For information on those events, visit truckee.com or auburnchamber.net.
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Towne: After 28 years, it was time for Plan A
Continued from page 1
by hosting his weekly Thursday Music Magazine show on
KVMR for 15 years and sits on
the KVMR Program Committee
to this day. He also is a past recipient of KVMR’s Bill Tuttle
Lifetime Achievement award.
When he retired with 28
years of city government work
under his belt in 2013, he went
back to bartending school and
finally became a bartender.
“I tell people that I am finally back to Plan A. Somehow, I
went straight into Plan B for 28
years,” Chris says with his familiar laugh
When he began his 3 ½ years
bartending gig at the National
Hotel in Nevada City in 2014,
the owner at the time, Tom Coleman, told him he had to wear a
black string tie.
He replied, “can I wear a
bolo?” Tom agreed and while
Chris was repairing one of his
old bolo ties to wear the thought
occurred to him that he should
try making them.
And make them he has.
Chris has been crafting his
brand of bolo ties for four years
and emerged in the public eye in
the past two years by participating in Nevada City’s Victorian
Christmas. the First Friday Artwalks in Nevada City and other
events.
“I have always enjoyed attending craft shows and fairs.
I would say to myself, this seems
like it would be fun, but I didn’t
do any craft. I have never considered myself a very creative
person – until the bolos,” Chris
said. “I like the hands-on approach it takes to build the bolo.
I have to search for the pendants
which become the ‘theme’ of the
bolo. I find them at estate sales,
thrift stores, garage sales and if
I’m looking for something, in
particular, I may go to E-Bay.
I have to source the ropes or
cords, the hardware, the glue,
the tools – all of it. I even make
my own pegged frames that display the bolos at the craft shows.
I make everything from scratch.
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Chris Towne while bartending on
the last night the National Hotel
was open under Tom Coleman’s
ownership, “I love history and after
working for historic Nevada City
for 24 years I then got to bartend in
the Historic National Hotel. How
cool is that?”

I love that I am truly making
something from nothing in pretty much every component of my
bolo business. I find that very
satisfying”.
Chris will also make a bolo
out of a sentimental piece.
“I made a bolo for a guy who
had a Native Sons medallion,
which had been passed down in
his family. He wanted to make
a bolo out of it and it really was
beautiful when it was finished.”
Chris also assembles his bolo
ropes by buying the unadorned
cord and fitting it with the ends
and bolo attachments – one by
one. He thinks outside the box
and uses any kind of reliable
roping like, for example, decorative USB charging cable. Believe it or not, it’s surprisingly
amusing and fun with the USB
ends instead of a fancier bolo
end. He even uses vegan leather, which is made from cotton
and you cannot tell that it is not
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Chris Towne in his studio in Nevada City surrounded by finished bolos and
works in progress.

An array of Chris Towne’s future bolo ties.
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leather by looking at it.
Chris likes to proudly proclaim: “no animals were harmed
in making this bolo.” He also
uses chain, bootlace and braided
leather for his bolos.
Chris is gearing up now for
his run in the upcoming Victorian Christmas events that start,
Sunday, Dec 9, in downtown
Nevada City. He will be occupying his usual spot – on South
Pine Street in front of the Chocolate Shoppe.
“All in all this was a natural
process for me. I never planned
it. I am having fun creating and
building the bolos and interacting with the people at the craft
fairs. I really prefer to do my
business that way than online.”
Chris said. “My bolos are very
Nevada City – eclectic, no two
are alike, made from everyday
items from dominos, spark plug
gapper, watches, small thermometers, Hot Wheels toy cars,
I even made one from a small
abacus for someone. I’ve finished an Alice in Wonderland
series and next series is still undetermined. I’ll know it when I
see it.”
So, how’s Chris’ Plan A
dream working out these days
since the closing of the National?
Now, he’s living the best of
both worlds for him – creating
his bolos and bartending at the
Wild Eye Pub in Grass Valley
and always sporting one of his
bolo creations, which he enjoys
sharing with others.
“I like to see my customers
excited about their bolo,” Chris
says. “Bolos make a classy fashion statement and are an iconic
replacement for a conventional
tie in any situation”.
For more information about
UpTowne Bolos, email Chris at
hilojax@gmail.com, call 530559-3004 or visit him at his
booth during Victorian Christmas in Nevada City, which will
be held from 1:30 to 6 p.m. Sunday Dec. 9, 16 and 23 and from
5 to 9 p.m. on Wednesday, Dec.
12 and 19.

Cheers to all of you
We wish all of our regular contributors and thousands of readers the very best as
we head into the holiday season. In the past 9 years, your free monthly newspaper has run thousands of stories and photos of local people. It has been a joyful
experience for us to share that information with you. We also want to offer a
special thanks to the many advertisers who have graced our pages in the past
years. Happy holidays and cheers to all of you.
					
—the staff of the Nevada City Advocate
Publisher
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