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Willo set to celebrate 50 years Chamber

Roadhouse
restaurant keeps
raising the steaks
Andrew Wedgbury
Nevada City Advocate

Most mornings at the Willo
you can find Mike Byrne and
Nancy Wilson, along with Nancy’s brother, Pete, working with
their staff to hand-cut tender
steaks and prepare for the dinner
hour – to the tune of about 500
steaks served per week.
The venerable roadhouse
just outside Nevada City is well
known for a top-notch steak and
is now celebrating 50 years of
serving the community – and
over a million steak dinners.
Originally, a World War II

Quonset hut was moved to the
site in 1947 and named Bill Davis’ Hut, and the Willo Steakhouse came into being in 1969
when Frank Williams and Veda
Folden opened the dining room
adjacent to the bar.
A burger and a beer, the Gold
Miner’s Special, cost 60 cents
and the original sign for it can
still be seen in the dining room.
“When we were cleaning up outside, we even found the original
Bill Davis sign,” Wilson said.
The banquet room opened
in 1973, and in 1976 Ken and
Jeanne Hiebert combined the
dining and bar operations. Ken
still puts in some hours each
week with current owners Byrne
and Wilson, who took over in
2002.
For many locals, the Quonset
hut bar (with the 1950s shuffle
See Willo on back page

director
has seen
the change

Nevada City native
helps nurture town’s
transformation
Stacy Drake
Nevada City Advocate
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Nancy Wilson and Mike Byrne outside the Willo.

Business survives founder’s death

BroadStreet
Financial has new
team, same values
Stacy Drake
Nevada City Advocate
What started as a chance
meeting on an evening in Friar
Tucks in 1997 turned into a love
affair, marriage and business
partnership for the record books.
Paula Gleicher Greenstreet
carries on the business she and
her husband, Joe Greenstreet,
nurtured into BroadStreet Financial Group. Joe passed away
after a long illness with neuroendocrine cancer on Aug. 29, 2018,
leaving behind his family and
business that he started 47 years
ago.
“I was new in town working
See Broadstreet on back page
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Paula Gleicher Greenstreet in her Broadstreet Financial Group office in front of a tribute wall for her late
husband and business partner, Joe Greenstreet, who started out in business with an H & R Block office.
“This would have been Joe’s 47th tax season,” she says.

Cathy Whittlesey, executive director of the Nevada City
Chamber of Commerce, has seen
the town evolve from a sleepy
logging community with few
tourists to the regional destination it is today.
“Back when
I started with
the Chamber as
a part-time secretary in 1970,
there were a lot
of boarded-up Cathy
buildings and Whittlesey
the Chamber
of Commerce had a little office
upstairs in the City Hall building
between the City Council Chambers and the fire department,”
she recalled. “At that time, the
population was 26,000 in Nevada
County. Today, it’s 100,000.”
The town’s few shops were
mainly suited to the daily needs
of locals.
“In the early ’70s, logging
was the main industry. All the
kids got jobs at the mills because that was the only industry
around. There was a laundromat
downtown and five and dime in
the New York Hotel, a liquor
store on Broad Street, DiMartini Pharmacy and a barber shop
next to the Mine Shaft,” Whittlesey said. “The Union newspaper
was where Utopian Stone is now,
See Whittlesey on page 10
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CASA offers lifeline to foster children
Karen Newell Young
Nevada City Advocate
Sometimes it’s a toddler who
needs a dentist. Sometimes it’s
a kindergartener that has never
been to a library. Sometimes it’s
a teenager who has never been to
a dance because she doesn’t own
a dress.
These are foster kids who
don’t have anyone else to turn to.
They have been removed from
their homes because of abuse or
neglect. But in each case a CASA
volunteer will step in to meet
their needs.
Court Appointed Special Advocates help children whose fate
will be determined in Dependency Court. They are the child’s
voice and make recommendations that ensure services are provided and that the child will have
a safe and permanent home.
Child Advocates of Nevada
County, which is celebrating its
25th anniversary this year, does
more than represent the child in
court. They fill in for countless
needs for foster children who
have no one else to turn to.
Melinda Douros, program
manager for Child Advocates
Nevada County, said the needs of
the foster child are as varied as
the children themselves.
“The CASA takes up the slack
when there is no parent. They expand their world in many cases.
The kids have such a variety of
needs,” she said.
One child who showed interest in college came into the foster care system at age 8. CASA
showed her what’s possible. It
got her on the college track by
getting her into the classes she
needed to prepare for college.
“Their worlds are pretty
small,” Douros said. “But CASA
can show them a different kind of
life.”
The kids who are cared for
by CASA can have the simplest
or most challenging of needs.
When the program became aware
that foster kids had to cram their
clothes and personal things into
trash bags when they moved to

PHOTO BY KAREN NEWELL YOUNG

Nevada Union High School students participate in CASA’s Child Safety Puppeteers program, which helps young
children learn how to recognize and stand up to abuse.
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Melina Douros is the program manager of CASA Nevada County. “CASA
shows kids what’s possible,” she said. “They are introduced to a world they
might never have imagined without it,”

another foster family, an effort
was begun to provide suitcases to
replace the trash bags. The new
duffle bags are equipped with
toothbrushes, hairbrushes, deodorant and other person items.
Of the hundreds of volunteer
opportunities available in Nevada County, few are as challenging as court-appointed Special
Advocates. And yet the organization manages to attract volunteers from social workers, foster
parents, retired teachers, thera-

pists and other professionals.
“It’s a fascinating volunteer
opportunity,” Douros said. “But
there is a smaller pool of people
who can take this on.”
CASA volunteers receive extensive training – 30 hours by experts culled from social workers,
special education teachers, various clinicians, therapists, foster
parents and other professionals.
The volunteers befriend and
mentor the foster child, learning
about the child’s well-being from

those involved with his or her
lives and follow up with reports
to the court while advocating for
child’s interests.
“We tell interested volunteers that it takes about eight to
15 hours a month,” Douros said.
“It’s flexible and can be done on
your own time.”
“Volunteers are predominately people who have a background
in child welfare and people who
want to make a difference. They
are learning a lot about the judicial
system and about drugs and some
problems that disrupt families.”
There are a lot of people involved in a child welfare case:
doctors, parents, social workers
and teachers.
“CASA usually sees the child
more than anyone else. They focus just on that one child. That’s
the unique role of CASA. They
are the hub of the wheel,” said
Douros.
The CASA Program is a national organization. In Nevada
County, community members
have been helping children who
have been victims of abuse and
neglect since 1993. The local

program has 60 volunteers.
Volunteers stay with each case
until it is closed, and the child
is placed in a safe, permanent
home. For many of the children
served, their CASA volunteer
will be the one constant adult
presence in their lives.
Susan Larsen is the mother of a
foster child and an adopted child.
She and her husband first planned
to parent an additional foster child
but instead she joined CASA and
is helping a teenager navigate
through the academic world as
she prepares for adulthood.
“Our foster kids are some of
the most underserved youth,”
Larsen said. “It’s important to
have one person they can rely on.
“It’s rewarding to see the foster
youth evolve,” as CASA comes
into their lives, she said. Through
time and patience, she and her
foster child have developed a
close relationship, Larsen added.
“Lots of these kids are in very
difficult situations. Once they are
stabilized, they go from survival mode to living their life,” she
said. “They need to have someone consistent and that’s what
Casa does.”
CASA of Nevada County also
manages Foothills Healthy Babies, whose volunteers help families by providing referrals, parent
education and problem solving
for up to five years.
Welcome Baby is another
service under the CASA umbrella. By greeting moms and their
newborns in the hospital these
volunteers offer resources about
Baby and Me programs, KARE
crisis Nursery and breastfeeding
information
Another effort that keeps kids
safe is Child Safety Puppeteers.
High school students perform
age-appropriate puppet shows
that teach young children how to
recognize and stand up to abuse.
They use puppets to show when
it’s all right to be touched and
when it’s not OK.
“CASA shows kids what’s
possible,” Douros said. “They are
introduced to a world they might
never have imagined without it.”
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Chefs Bobby McKnight (top left), John Foley (top right), Manuel Hernandez (bottom left) and
Jason Jillson (bottom right).

Local chefs to compete in
Hungry Games for Rotary
Michael Young
Nevada City Advocate

Growing up in Mexico, one learned
how to cook from his father. Another has
a limit to how many flavors he puts in a
dish. Then there’s the chef who cooks in
the European tradition and the one who
prepares meals to go and seeks out local
artisans for ingredients.
These are the four local chefs who will
be competing for your palate as part of the
Nevada City Rotary’s “Hungry Games”
event Sunday, March 10, from 5 to 8 p.m.
in the Miners Foundry.
“Hungry Games” is a play on “Hunger
Games,” the movie about a violent dystopian future (remember Jennifer Lawrence
with that bow and arrow) that had nothing
to do with eating.
The Rotary event, on the other hand,
has everything to do with eating, cooking,
food, wine and music. The chefs will be
cooking on site and offering free tastings
of their food, which guests will vote on
to decide their favorite. And as they are
passionate about what they create, expect
some theatrics.
Bobby McKnight, who is chef at Bistro
221 in downtown Nevada City, formerly
owned the legendary Owl restaurant in
Grass Valley. He will be serving eggplant
lasagna with homemade sauce.
“Food fascinates me,” he says. “I love
sauces.”
Owner Melissa Bryant says her goal in
participating in the Hungry Games is to
“attract customers into buying tickets so
Rotary can give back to the community.”
Chef Manuel Hernandez, who has
worked at Maria’s in Grass Valley for 20

years, will be serving carnitas tacos made
with orange juice, beer and his secret recipe that his father taught him.
Says general manager Gina Ramos
Sidebottom, daughter of owner Maria Ramos: “My mom loves this community; we
just love being involved in everything it
has to offer. She’ll be there.”
Jason Jillson, owner of the recently
opened Ham Stand in Nevada City, prides
himself on local heritage animals, smoked
and cured in the European tradition. He
plans to serve a barbeque meat tasting at
Hungry Games that, like all his meats, is
sourced locally and served from scratch.
And in the European tradition, he has
a butchery in the back of his shop where
meats are hanging from the ceiling. “I’m
really excited to support the Rotary,” he
says. “It’s gonna be fun.”
Expect a “small-batch variety of appetizers and entrees” from the Purveyors
Pantry, located just across the street from
Bistro 221, says owner and chef John Foley.
Also a relative newcomer to the town,
Purveyors Pantry is a food emporium with
meals to go, jars of sauces and local artisans’ selections from places like Early
Bird Farms.
The Hungry Games also includes Nevada City and Szabo wineries that will
both offer free tastings. And there will be a
number of vendors offering items for sale,
like cookbooks, kitchen goods, Cheri’s
Hand Dipped Ice Cream and Dr. Sarah’s
Pies.
There will be silent auction items for
bidding.
Music for listening and dancing will
See Chefs on page 9
To Advertise
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Railroad museum to hold
Volunteer Open House
The Nevada County Narrow
Gauge Railroad Museum will
hold its annual Volunteer Open
House from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
5 Kidder Court in Nevada City,
which is near the intersection of
Bost and New Mohawk.
The museum is an all-volunteer run organization dedicated to
the preservation and restoration
of local transportation history and
artifacts from the narrow-gauge
railroad era.
Immediate opportunities are
available for docents, restoration
shop crew (machine shop knowledge and/or welding experience

helpful) railbus crew and gift
shop helpers. No previous experience is required, just a team
player mentality with a positive attitude and a willingness
to get involved. Training will
be provided on the job and
volunteer shifts of as little as
three hours per week may be arranged.
The museum’s centerpiece
exhibit, Engine No. 5 along with
its tender, has been moved to the
shop for a full restoration; preparations are in place for an addition to the restoration shop building; and efforts are under way to

construct an informational kiosk
on the spot marking the original
end of the line for the NCNGRR.
All this, in addition to the popular railbus rides and the growing
popularity of the museum as a
tourist destination requires additional volunteers to help with all
aspects of the museum’s operations.
For more information, visit
ncngrrmuseum.org or call 530470-0902. The Nevada County
Narrow Gauge Railroad Museum
is operated by the Nevada County Historical Society.

Climatologist Tim Duane will
speak about the “The Fate of the
World’s Climate Reefs” at 11:30
a.m. on Wednesday, March 27, at
the Alta Sierra Country Club.
The luncheon event will be
hosted by the Newcomer’s Club
of Nevada County, an organiza-

tion of more than 250 women.
Duane went to local schools
Seven Hills Elementary and
Nevada Union before attending
Stanford University where he
earned his bachelor’s, master’s
and doctoral degrees. His research is based on his experience

as a University of California professor for 27 years, and his study
of oceans and coral reefs around
the world.
For more information about
the luncheon, call Ann at 530432-9954 or visit newcomersnc.
org.

Climatologist to speak at
Newcomer’s Club lunch

Legal seminar to
focus on social media

“Our Lives Online: Social
Media in 2019” will be the topic of the monthly Noontime Legal Seminar held from noon to
1 p.m. on Tuesday, March 19, at
the Nevada County Law Library
at Superior Court in Nevada City.
Eric Little, an attorney from
Nevada City who represents
technology companies and startups, will discuss legislation in
Europe, the United States, and
California that aims to protect
privacy and limit the use of data.
The presentation will include an
examination of a recent incident
involving Nicholas Sandmann,
a student at Covington Catholic
High School in Kentucky.
This Noontime Legal Seminar
is open to attorneys and the public.
To enroll, call 530-265-7161 or
email Law.Library@nccourt.net.
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‘King of Kings’ silent classic screens March 24
Local organist to
provide live music
at free event
By Trina Kleist
Nationally acclaimed organist Walt Strony will perform live
musical accompaniment to “The
King of Kings,” Cecil B. DeMille’s silent classic, at 4 p.m. Sunday, March 24, at Peace Lutheran
Church in Grass Valley.
This 1928 general release edition is more carefully edited than
the 1927 premiere edition. Strony
plans to play works by Handel,
Wagner and more. Admission is
free, and a free wine-and-cheese
reception follows the movie.
Arts @ PEACE, the church’s
program of high-quality cultural
events, presents this event. Any
donations received are tax-deductible and will benefit Peace’s
Organ Fund. The church is raising
money to replace its aging digital
instrument with a new organ capable of using real pipes.
The combination of live music, a live audience and DeMille’s spectacular yet sensitive
portrayal of the ministry, passion,
resurrection and ascension of Jesus of Nazareth remains uplifting
90 years after its release, Strony
said.
Screenwriter Jeanie Macpherson worked 16-hour days and

ORIGINAL FILM CLIP

Actor Henry Byron Warner, center, plays Jesus of Nazareth in Cecil B. DeMille’s silent classic “The King of Kings.”

ORIGINAL FILM CLIP

Actress Jacqueline Logan as a vampy, pre-redemption Mary Magdalene

was devoted to “precise detail”
in following Scripture, according
to Daniel A. Lord, S.J., the film’s
official advisor from the Catholic
Church.
Strony selects music that forms
a bridge between the film and the
audience. “My job is to underscore
the emotions the actors are trying
to evoke,” Strony explained.
For more background on “The
King of Kings,” including speculation about a relationship between Mary Magdalene and Judas
Iscariot, visit PeaceLutheranGV.
org.
Trina Kleist is youth and
outreach coordinator for Peace
Lutheran Church, 828 W. Main
St., Grass Valley, Calif. She can
be reached by calling 530-2739631.
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The man who struck liquid gold
Steve Cottrell

Our
History

When 32-year-old James
Whartenby arrived here from
Philadelphia in 1849, he dipped
his pan in Deer Creek and
dreamed of becoming rich. A few
years later, he was a millionaire.
A successful miner? Sort of,
but his riches came from mining
liquid gold: water.
Whartenby’s first venture in
the water business came in the
spring of 1850 when he constructed a ditch about a mile west
of Nevada City and sold the water as it passed through various
dry-land mining claims. He was
among the first to realize that a
lot of money could be made by
transporting water directly to the
miners.
There were dozens of small
streams and gullies snaking their
way through the hills above Nevada City and emptying into
Deer Creek, but they were seasonal and dried up once winter
ended. That called for utilizing
an essential rule of economics:
Find a need and fill it.
Did Whartenby own the water rights and secure legal easements before digging his first
ditch? No, but he and others kept
building ditches and flumes and
miners kept paying for easy access to what they needed in order
to wash gold specks and nuggets

PHOTO BY MIKE ANDERSON

During his 20-year tenure as the company’s general manager, Nevada City pioneer James Whartenby had his
office in the South Yuba Canal Water Company building on Main Street –– home to the Nevada City Chamber of
Commerce since the 1970s.

from buckets of sand and gravel.
The 1880 Thompson & West
book History of Nevada County explains it this way: “Late in
April (1850), the little streams
and ravines and seasonal water courses gradually decreased
in volume and miners, who had
been washing their gravel at or
near their workings, were forced
to tote the pay dirt down to Deer
Creek and cradle or sluice it
there. Faced by the alternative
of carrying the gravel to running
water or bringing water to their
gravel, they chose the latter.”
Soon, several ditch companies
merged and the South Yuba Canal
Water Company was established
–– the first business in the history
of the United States incorporated for the purpose of supplying
water for mining gold-bearing
gravel.

Among the early investors
and officers of the SYCWC

was James Whartenby, who began amassing a fortune while
the company was netting more
than $1,000 a day from individual miners and mine companies.
With Whartenby as president and
general manager, the SYCWC
and its limited shareholders
reaped huge dividends. By 1862,
he was banking nearly $30,000 a
year –– about $900,000 in 2019
purchasing power.
With his office at the South
Yuba Canal building on Main
Street, (where the Nevada City
Chamber of Commerce is now
located), Whartenby served as
the water company’s president
and general manager until 1873,
at which point he relinquished
his position as general manager
and retired to San Francisco (but
held on to his shares of SYCWC
stock and retained his position as

talked to his parents and they all
agreed.
“They’re planning on following our example and keeping
it very much the same,” Rona
said. “The biggest change will be
just the licenses. Changes have
been a hallmark of the business
throughout the years.”
When asked about her plans
for retirement, Rona said, “A lot

of nothing.”
She has worked at Friar Tucks
since she was 24.
“It will be nice not to think
about, it,” Rona said. “I want to
find out who I am without the
restaurant.”
She wants to travel and have
free time. She and her friend,
Dave Hood, have booked a trip
to Tahiti for September.

PHOTO COURTESY SEARLS
HISTORICAL LIBRARY

James Whartenby, (1817-1890),
was a Nevada City miner who
acquired great wealth during his
years as general manager and president of the South Yuba Canal
Water Company.

Friar Tuck’s has new ownership
Friar Tuck’s fans needn’t
worry that the magic at Pine and
Commercial streets in Nevada
City will fade. Yes, it’s been sold
to Chad Paige, but it will continue to shine, said former owner
Rona Cook.
Rona and her daughter, Carissa Cook, said they found a
perfect fit with Paige, who has
been a bartender at Friar Tuck’s.

The Paige family is not planning
any big changes, Cook said, but
it will still be the friendly wine
bar and restaurant that has been
in business for 46 years.
Paige has been a bartender
for four years. Carissa, a former
manager who oversaw the Friar Tuck’s wine program, planted the notion of his ownership
and a conversation ensued. He

president).
In retirement, he acquired
commercial and residential property in San Francisco and Philadelphia –– his hometown, where
many relatives were still living.
In addition to buying several
buildings and lots, he purchased
thousands of acres of land near
San Jose and, for his personal
residence, had a large home at Ellis and Jones streets in downtown
San Francisco. And although he
spent freely, Whartenby led a
very private life.
In August 1890, the 73-yearold former Nevada City miner
and water company executive
became ill and died at his Ellis Street home. In his Last Will
and Testament, the unmarried
Whartenby requested that his assets be “converted to gold coin”
and divided among several relatives and friends.
Newspapers here and in San
Francisco predicted his estate
would likely approach one million dollars, but they were wrong
––the estate actually totaled more
than $1.4 million (nearly $40
million in 2019 dollars).
Following a spirited public
auction of his real estate holdings and liquidation of other
assets, cash payments ranging
from $5,000 to $80,000 were
distributed to nearly fifty people
in California and Pennsylvania,
including five old friends in Nevada City.
In addition, $3,000 was allocated to ship his remains to Philadelphia to be buried in Whartenby family plot.
Steve Cottrell is a historian,
former city councilman and mayor and a longtime Nevada City
resident. He now lives in St. Augustine, Fla. He can be reached
by emailing exnevadacitymayor@gmail.com.
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The Garcia Project will perform on March 17 at Miners Foundry in Nevada City.

Garcia tribute band to
perform on St. Pat’s Day
The Garcia Project, a nationally touring Jerry Garcia tribute
band, will perform at a St. Patrick’s Day celebration on Sunday, March 17, at Miners Foundry Cultural Center in Nevada
City. The Achilles Wheel Trio
will open the show, which starts
at 7 p.m.
The Garcia Project brings back
sounds from the classic shows that
the Jerry Garcia Band did from
1976 through 1995. The band
performs a different two-set show
each night. One night takes listeners back to 1977 with the mellow
explorations featuring Keith God-

chaux piano lines and soothing
Jerry and Donna vocals; the next
night might be a 1983 show with
full Hammond and Leslie organ
parts.
Using custom-built Tiger and
Travis Bean guitars along with a
full replica of Jerry Garcia’s “stadium” guitar amps, speakers and
effects, The Garcia Project’s Mik
Bondy recreates the tone and intention of Jerry Garcia’s guitar
stylings and along with vocalist
Kat Walkerson sing the songs
with heart and feeling.
The Achilles Wheel Trio features Paul Kamm, Jonny Mojo and

Shelby Snow, the singer/songwriters and front men of the Northern
California roots and world music/
rock and roll jam band. As an
acoustic trio, they bring the same
high energy and engaging stage
presence to a quieter place, combining a bit of country and bluegrass to the band’s famously hard
driving sound.
Doors open at 6 p.m. and tickets are available at Miners Foundry in downtown Nevada City, at
minersfoundry.org or by calling
530-265-5040. They also can
be purchased at the Briar Patch
Co-op in Grass Valley.

Cultural historian and author Joe McHugh will explore
the power of storytelling in the
multi-media presentation “Slaying the Gorgon: Message, Medium, Magic” in the Board of
Supervisors Chambers at the
Rood Center in Nevada City on
Wednesday, March 13, from 6 to
7:30 p.m.
Using commonsense language, imagery, historical exam-

ples and humor, McHugh will
examine how stories are told in
the modern age and how they
influence our beliefs and behaviors. His style provides audience
members the opportunity for reflection and discussion regarding
humanity’s need for stories and
the three fundamental aspects of
effective storytelling – message,
medium and magic.
McHugh is appearing cour-

tesy of Nevada County Reads
& Writes and Book to Action.
Nevada County Reads & Writes
is an annual collaboration between the Nevada County Superintendent of Schools and the
Nevada County Community Library.
For more information, visit
mynevadacounty.com/library or
call 470-2692.

Author to discuss power of storytelling
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Yubadocs receives urgent
care accreditation

Yubadocs Urgent Care in Grass Valley has
achieved accreditation through the Urgent Care Association, the highest level of distinction for urgent
care centers.
In August 2000, Yubadocs Urgent Care was
opened by Dr. Roger Hicks and Linda Rachmel, a
registered nurse. The center has seen more than
100,000 patients since then and is now the only accredited urgent care facility in Northern California
outside of San Francisco.
For more information about the urgent care clinic,
visit yubadocs.com or call 530-274-5020.
Dr. Roger Hicks and Rose Wood of Yubadocs hold
the certificate of accreditation from the Urgent Care
Association.

String quartet to perform

The St. Lawrence String Quartet will perform at 2 p.m. on Sunday,
March 17, at the Seventh-day Adventist Church at 12889 Osborne Hill
Road in Grass Valley. The chamber ensemble will perform Haydn’s
String Quartet in F Minor, Op.55, No.2 (“The Razor”), Beethoven’s
String Quartet in F, Op. 135, and Brahms String Quartet in A minor,
Op. 51, No. 2. For ticket and more information, call 530-273-3990.
The concert is being presented by InConcert Sierra.
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Urgent care vs. the
emergency room

One thing we all know about illnesses
and injuries is they can happen anytime.
Bones break and fevers spike at all hours
of the day and night, both during the week
and on weekends and holidays.
This has left people wondering how
they can get the care they need quickly
and efficiently, especially if something
happens “after hours.” Many go to their
local hospital emergency department for
treatment of problems that, while needing treatment that day, did not necessarily
constitute an emergency.
The increasing availability and popularity of urgent care centers has given
patients options but has also led to questions. When is it appropriate to go to an
emergency department, and when is an
urgent care clinic a better choice?
If you have a life or limb-threatening
medical problem, or an injury involving
an amputation or a severe wound, you
need an emergency department. Examples are a possible heart attack (with
symptoms including chest pain or left
arm or jaw pain), signs of a stroke (such
as sudden weakness or numbness on one
side of the body, slurred speech, severe
and unexplained headache, or loss of consciousness), severe shortness of breath or
bleeding, coughing up or vomiting blood,
and suicidal or homicidal feelings. If you
need an ambulance to get to a doctor, you
need an emergency department.
Emergency departments specialize in
managing catastrophic injuries and illnesses and must be staffed and equipped
to do so 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
That is one reason care in an ED is so expensive.
But let’s say you have an unexpected
illness or minor injury, like a cut finger or
a possible broken bone. You need attention now, but your problem is not life or
limb- threatening. You call your primary
care physician (PCP) but can’t get a timely appointment or learn that your PCP
doesn’t handle lacerations or fractures.
Or perhaps the office is closed, or, like

many people, you don’t have a local PCP.
An urgent care clinic is your best choice.
Wait times are usually shorter than in an
emergency department, and the cost of
treatment for the same thing is much less.
Urgent care centers specialize in
promptly diagnosing and treating such
sudden health care needs. Common urgent
care problems include simple fractures,
sprains and strains, lacerations, abrasions,
bites and boils. Urgent care clinics are designed for these and other common maladies, and you will avoid what is usually
the higher cost and longer wait time found
at the local ER.
Urgent care centers also regularly treat
eye, ear and throat problems along with
respiratory infections, gastrointestinal
disorders, sexually transmitted infections,
urinary tract infections. They can also
detect and provide initial treatment for
more serious problems that may require
a consultation or transfer. In addition,
they are a great resource for commercial
drivers license exams, camp, school and
sports physicals. Most treat workers compensation injuries, many provide travel
medicine consultations, vaccinations, and
dispense some prescription medications.
Like everything else in the world, the
quality of urgent care centers varies. A
good index of excellence for a health care
facility – far more reliable than Yelp! – is
whether or not it is accredited by a national organization. Accredited urgent care
centers must have x-ray, ECG and lab services available onsite and meet rigorous
quality standards.
Many people use the ER as a place
to receive non-emergency medical care
because their doctor’s office is closed or
because they don’t have a doctor. This
inappropriate use can overload emergency departments, contributing to long wait
times there and to our high cost of medical care.
There is little doubt that when illness
or health issues occur, patients want to
be treated as quickly as possible. The increased availability of urgent care facilities such as Yubadocs gives an affordable
and practical option.
A director of the Urgent Care Association of America from 2011 to 2017, Dr.
Roger Hicks served as the Association’s
treasurer and then secretary. He is a
founder and current board member of the
Urgent Care Assurance Company, a malpractice company specializing in urgent
care. He is the founding President of the
California Urgent Care Association. He
is also the founding president of the South
Yuba River Citizens League and served on
SYRCL’s Board of Directors for 30 years.

Continued from page 3
be provided by the Sgt Funky band in
the Osborn/Woods Hall. The band, which
has been together for more than 10 years,
plays a mélange of tunes from the 60s and
70s, some of which you may have forgotten you liked.
All proceeds from the event go to Nevada City Rotary community service initiatives. The club sponsors local youth
programs such as Girls Who Code, an
after-school program that encourages and
trains middle school girls for careers in
technology.

General admission is $25 in advance,
$30 at the door, which includes tastings
from the chef competition and local wineries. Tickets can be obtained at Inner
Sanctum, The Book Seller, Harmony
Books and from your Rotary Friends.
Raffle tickets to win $1,200 in restaurant gift certificates are $100 and will include one general admission ticket. The
raffle will be limited to 100 tickets, which
can be obtained at Inner Sanctum and
from Nevada City Rotarians. Raffle tickets will be available at the event and the
winner does not have to be present to win.

Dr. Roger Hicks

To Your Health

Chefs: Event has live music
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Whittlesey: Hallmark movie still paying off

Continued from page 1
the local PG&E office is where
Mama Madrone’s is now on
Broad Street, the Forest Service
was where the Nevada City Crystal Shop is now, and Berliner &
McGinnis Print Shop was where
Friar Tucks and Yabobo are now
on Pine Street. Osborn & Woods
shop was a big attraction where
JJJackson’s is now. There was
also a rock shop on the corner
of Pine and Commercial Street
across from Friar Tucks. It was
dirty as hell with piles rocks everywhere.”
So, what changed and when
did it shift?
“In the years 1975-80 after the
completion of the underground
utility and the gas light project,
tourism really started to pick up,”
Whittlesey said. “By then the
Nevada City Bicycle Classic was
well underway and a huge draw
every year.”
In 1978, Victorian Christmas
was developed and is now, according to Whittlesey, the City’s
signature event, drawing visitors
during the month of December
from all over the state.
“We started with one Sunday
with the other days, but still received complaints from wouldbe visitors that the Wednesday
night events were too hard to

PHOTO BY STACY DRAKE

Cathy Whittlesey (center) and her staff, Libby Bonomolo (left) and Cindy Moon (right).

attend. We added two more Sundays, and the event has grown
even more,” she said.
The 2006 Hallmark Channel
movie, “The Christmas Card,”
which was filmed in Nevada City
and Grass Valley, is still bringing
people to town from all over the
country.
Whittlesey was instrumental
in working with the producer to
help make it happen. His parents
were raised here, and he visited
here many times growing up. He

ARGALL WAY

SEARLS AVE.

BOST

RIDGE RD.

ZION ST.

SPD

To Downtown Nevada City

thought it would make the perfect
setting for a Hallmark movie.
“When he was here scouting a
large area for a sawmill to no success, he asked me if there was a
sawmill in the Nevada city area,”
she said.
Given her extensive knowledge of the area, Whittlesey was
able to take him to her friend
Dave Kubich’s mill and much of
the movie fell into place.
According to Wikipedia, “The
movie ranked as Hallmark Chan-
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nel’s highest-ever-rated telecast
on the date of its premiere. The
network also ranked No. 1 in
prime time that day, making it
the most-watched telecast on basic cable for the day.”
The Chamber office still gets
calls and visitors on a regular basis who say they came to check
out Nevada City after seeing the
movie.
“Just today, we sold the blueprints to the house in the movie.
So, it’s still garnering attention,”

HILLS
BUSINESS DISTRICT

Longtime volunteer Jean Wilson
greets visitors and phone calls with
a smile.

Whittlesey said. “This movie has
been far and away the best promotion of Nevada City we have
ever seen. It was a real surprise
and we are still seeing the results
12-plus years later and it doesn’t
matter what time of year it is.
“They all want to see where
you get the curly fries, where’s
the bench, where’s the sawmill.
It is unbelievable to me. I didn’t
think it would ever be the big
deal it has become.”
See Whittlesey on page 11

Nevada City’s Other Downtown
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Whittlesey: City’s support called critical

Continued from page 10
Whittlesey was born in the Miner’s
Hospital in Nevada City because her mother said they could get a discount since her
dad was a miner. She met and married her
husband, Nick, while they were attending
Sierra College in Rocklin.
“He was in my class at Nevada Union
High School, but he was from North San
Juan and I was too cool to be seen with
him then,” she said with a laugh. They
have been married 50 years, have three
children – Willie, Beth and Katie, who are
twins – and three grandchildren.
After taking a break from the Chamber from 1977 to 1984 to have her daughters, she returned as full-time Chamber
of Commerce executive director and now

works with 17 directors.
She attributes much of the success of
the Chamber to the city of Nevada City.
“They make this office available to us
at no cost, they share a portion of the TOT
tax with us, they offer us police and fire
protection at all our events and in general they supply us with economic stimulus
grants for promotion of our current and
new events.”
“I cannot stress enough how important
the city is to our success. We could not do
it without the support and cooperation of
the city,” she said.
After 41 years working for a board of
directors and all the merchants and businesses in town, Whittlesey said the job is
still fun.

Increase
your
reach!
To advertise call

530-263-7144 or
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Reach new customers from North San
Juan to Roseville, Sacramento and
Marysville and Yuba City
To advertise E-mail: ads@nevadacityadvocate.com
or call: 530-263-7144 or 530-559-6378

“When they were looking for an executive director in 1984, I was ready to
go back to work but was thinking more
along the lines of working for the county.
My good friend Barbara Hartnick, whose
mother had worked for the county, said to
me ‘do you want to staple and paperclip
all your life or do you want to have fun?’
She had a point. I love it, it’s fun. I love
the people, and I feel like we’re successful. I have 22 volunteers and three employees who make this work, and no one
has the attitude ‘What’s in it for me,’ and
that makes a huge difference. I think the

people of Nevada City buy into what we
do, they really like happenings in Nevada
City and take ownership of their town and
I’m happy we are part of that.”
The Nevada City Chamber of Commerce office is open Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturdays 11 a.m. to
4 p.m., Sundays 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
The office is located at 132 Main St., in
Robinson Plaza, downtown Nevada City.
For more information about the Chamber,
events and volunteer opportunities call
530-265-2692 or visit nevadacitychamber.
com.
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Willo: Couple purchased business in 2002

Continued from page 1
board) and dining area remain
a direct link to the early days of
the roadhouse business and that’s
exactly what Byrne and Wilson
like.
“We love that kind of history, that legacy and that’s one of
the things that attracted us to the
place,” Byrne said. “We’ve tried
to encourage that and preserve
that.”
Before purchasing the business in 2002, Byrne and Wilson
enjoyed traveling throughout the
foothills and when they decided
to move from the busy Bay Area,
they began the search for a legacy business.
“We traveled the foothills for
three years when we could, just
looking at everything – hydroelectric plants, grocery stores,
Airbnbs, whatever was out
there,” Byrne said.
They finally learned of the
historic Willo being for sale and
made an offer. Despite advice
from friends that being in the
restaurant business was tough,
they went ahead with the purchase.
“I think it was meant to be,”
Wilson said.
“We were looking for something that had character,” Byrne
said. “I remember growing up
and going to older places that I
enjoyed, traditional places, places that made you feel very comfortable.”
The Willo has become a Nevada County institution over the
years and has received recognition throughout the state as an
authentic example of the roadhouse-style restaurant.
Voted best steak year after
year by the readers of The Union
and named favorite roadhouse
by Sacramento Magazine, the
menu remains simple and unpretentious. Besides New York
steaks (and rib eyes on weekends), burgers, ribs and seafood
are featured along with the cus-

The familiar Willo neon sign on Hwy 49.

Mike Byrne and original Willo advertising.
tomary iceberg salad and homemade beans. And you’ll probably
be served by the same waitress or
bartender you’ve seen for years.
“Maggie’s been here 33
years,” said Wilson, “and Ken,
the old owner, is here today. He’s
80 and he bartends on Tuesdays
from 1 to 4:30. It’s a part of his
life.”
And in keeping with the Willo
legacy, it was important to keep
the menu virtually unchanged
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from previous years.
“We want to keep it pretty much as it has been,” Byrne
said. “We’ve tweaked it a little
bit, but we’ve been very careful
not to change the main thrust of
the whole thing. That’s been a
successful business model for 50
years. One mistake people make
when they purchase a historical
business like this is to come in
and change it. We had no intention of doing that.”
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Wilson pointed out that
many locals were worried that
the beloved restaurant would be
changed by new owners, but the
couple recognized the significance of keeping the place an
authentic piece of Nevada City
history.
“People know what they like,
and they expect to get it when
they come here,” Wilson said.
“So, we’ve kept it consistent.”
As an example, Byrne noted
that they do now offer a mixed
green salad with dinner, but it
will not replace the iceberg.
“We would have been crazy
to replace the iceberg with the
mixed green. We would have had
all kinds of problems and complaints,” he said.
Only small upgrades to higher quality ingredients have been
instituted, and the meat continues
to be the highest quality from
Midwest suppliers and then aged
at the restaurant.
Other improvements not readily visible to patrons are a new
insulated roof and an upgraded
air-conditioning system. The
latter significantly improves airflow, particularly since the open
grill remains a popular feature of
the dining room. Although many
diners prefer to have the cook do
the work, customers still have

the option of grilling their own
steaks at the grill.
“We have one customer who’s
been grilling his own steak here
once a week for the past 40
years,” said Byrne with a smile.
“His thing is, I like to cook, but I
don’t like to clean up.”
And he has a glass of wine
while he does it, added Wilson.
The comfortable familiarity of
the Willo remains one of the most
important aspects of the establishment for Byrne and Wilson,
and both want to see it remain an
easy place to socialize for locals
as well as visitors as it has in the
past.
Now, the couple is looking
forward to the 50th year anniversary this year and are collecting
ideas from customers and friends
for a celebration in the summer.
Could there be a brief return of
the Gold Miner’s Special?
“We’re just starting the planning, getting ideas from people.
Nothing definite, but we’ll do
something in the summer,” Wilson said.
“Once we get through the
winter and have that behind us,”
said Byrne, “we’ll put something
together. We’re asking our customers for ideas and writing them
down, so we’ll see what happens
this summer.”
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tax-extension season, Paula powered through against all odds and
managed to staff her business to
continue the current services of
tax planning and preparation and
business consulting, but she also
has plans to grow the business
into others area of specialty that
her new staff can now support.
“We are looking to the future
keeping alive the business mantra Joe built his business on over
the last 47 years that kindness
and people’s needs be above all
else. His easy-going, professional style coupled with his vast
experience and no-nonsense getit-done know how will live on at
BroadStreet Financial Group,”
Paula promised. “I had the best
mentor in Joe, and I know he has
helped pull my group together.
We are all excited about what
the future holds for BroadStreet
Financial Group and our clients.”
For more information about
BroadStreet Financial Group,
visit bsfg.net or call 530-2652860. The office is at 200 Providence Mine Road, Suite 110,
Nevada City. Appointments
available 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Broadstreet: Plan calls for more growth
Continued from page 1
for NVision as a product manager
when I met Joe at Friar Tucks. I
needed someone to do my taxes,”
she says with a laugh, acknowledging the irony.
The two married in 2000 and
soon after she was laid off from
NVision.
“I was so bored I was painting switch plates to match our
couch pillows, and Joe recognized the slippery slope I was on,
so he brought me in to work in
his office to help with his systems
upgrades and the front desk demands of his growing business.
‘You need a job,’ he told me.”
When Paula came on board,
they quickly set about to expand
the business with their BroadStreet Mortgage Services division. Paula operated that side of
the business until they moved in
2008 to their current location on
Providence Mine Road in Nevada City.
Paula then went through two
grueling years of training to become an IRS Enrolled Agent and
settled into tax preparation and
business consulting alongside
Joe for their 50 small business
clients and over 400 individual

The women of Broadstreet Financial Group (from left): Kristi Day, administrative assistant;
Paula Gleicher Greenstreet, senior tax advisor, Notary; Angie Bates, tax advisor; Valerie Spangenberg,
tax advisor; Jessie Downs, senior tax advisor.
clients.
“I lost a couple of clients
when Joe passed. It broke my
heart, but I was determined to
keep the business going,” Paula
said.
And keep it going she has.
Prior to the 2018 tax season,
between October and December,
Paula managed to pull together a
quality team of tax professionals
she dared not hope to get in such
a short time.

What makes Paula’s new
team so special is that they are all
women
“I needed one more enrolled
agent to replace Joe’s expertise,
and I found her. I needed good
tax preparers for our Schedule
C small business clients, and I
found them. I needed a knowledgeable front-desk person and
there she was. It all happened so
perfectly. I’m still in awe of how
this team of exceptional women

came together just when it was
needed,” she said. “When everyone was in place, I looked around
and went, wow – we’re all women.”
She does have one man in
the office, however, longtime
employee Andy Heyman who is
working part time in his 15th tax
season with BSFG this year.
In the face of losing her husband of 18 years and business
partner in the middle of the 2017

