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A lifetime of making music Business
At 82, the beat
goes on for
Jerry Grant
Michael Young
Nevada City Advocate
Jerry Grant was just starting
to catch his breath when I rolled
up to his Grass Valley home on a
warm Sunday afternoon.
He had flown in from Mexico on Wednesday, just in time
to make a Friday gig with the
local rhythm and blues band
Love Train in which he plays
saxophone as part of a three-horn
section.
The Mexico tour was exhausting: 11 days flying around the

country conducting one-night
performances with different orchestras in Mexico City, Guadalajara and Zacatecas.
The star of the show was Maria Callas, the famous soprano.
She died in 1977, but at these
performances she was brought
back to life by a hologram image
of her on stage.
It was if she were still alive,
with her radiant hair and beautiful gowns, singing famous arias
by Puccini and Verdi.
The real star, though, was
Grant, who had to lead a different “pick up” orchestra in each
city, aided by a “click track” of
her vocal recording that gave him
guidance through the score and
enabled him to sync the music
perfectly with the animated image on stage.
See Grant on back page

wants to
share its
journey

Magic Carpet
helps save lives
in other countries
Stacy Drake-Robinson
Nevada City Advocate
SUBMITTED PHOTO

Jerry Grant conducts the Music in the Mountains Chamber Orchestra in 2006 in honor of Mozart’s 250th anniversary and MIM’s 25th.

New thrift shop is on a mission
Sweet Life aims
to help those
with diabetes
Andrew Wedgbury
Nevada City Advocate

It seems there’s always one
more room to explore when you
visit Sweet Life Thrift, a new
thrift shop that not only offers
multiple rooms of clothes and
treasures but is dedicated to offering community diabetes assistance. Located on the ground
floor at 144 Hughes Road in
Grass valley, the non-profit shop
will help people in the county
access medications and supplies,
certified diabetes educators and
nutritionists, and other support
for those with diabetes.
Founded by Carolyn Maginot
to help diabetics by utilizing her
passion for the thrift store busi-

PHOTO BY ANDREW WEDGBURY

Carolyn Maginot is a diabetic who wants to help other diabetics with the proceeds from her store.
ness, the new shop shows the
attention to detail that she has
learned after a diverse career that
includes interior design, airline
reservations, personnel manager,
and manicurist.

When she was volunteering
at a local thrift shop the idea for
Sweet Life Thrift began germinating as she was learning the ins
and outs of the business.
“I had been a thrift shopper

and thought it might be fun to
work in one and had never gotten
around to volunteering. But there
was something about the energy
of that place – there was always
See Thrift shop on page 10

In late 2018, Paul and Eileen
Jorgensen, co-owners of the Magic Carpet in Nevada City, traveled
to India to support the culture and
preservation of the art of handmade rug weaving by purchasing
rugs from one of their Indian producers. Many of these rugs were
woven in small, rural villages and
are now on display at The Magic
Carpet.
One of Paul and Eileen’s passions is to educate people on the
art of carpet making. They used
their time in India to produce travelogues, for presentation in their
store during special events.
The first of these free video
presentations will be at The Magic
Carpet on Saturday, May 4th at 7
p.m. and is titled ‘Journey through
India: A Woven Love Story.’
“This year we went to Jaipur,
a center of Oriental rug weaving
where our producer, Yogesh Jain
lives. We decided we wanted to
take extensive footage, and document the traditional old ways of
making hand-woven rugs - from
the spinning of the wool to the
vegetable dying, to the weaving,
washing and blocking, so people
can actually see what it takes to
make a rug. In the old days, the
weavers drew up cartoons to map
See Journey on page 9
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Village Market Day set
for May 19 in Nevada City

The 2nd annual Village Market Day will be held from 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m. on Sunday, May 19,
in downtown Nevada City. The
event will put a spotlight on the
town’s shopping district and its
burgeoning food, craft beer and
wine scene as well as offering
restaurant discounts and shopping specials.
In addition, Village Market
Day will include over a dozen
vendors selling unique items.
Foodies will also find delicious
offerings such as Farm to Table,
pub faire, Thai, Italian, plus artisan chocolates and ice cream.
Art lovers can explore local galleries and history buffs can visit
restored Victorians homes. Local
entertainers and artists will be
there, too.
“After a long winter spent indoors, Village Market Day is a
wonderful opportunity for all of
us to head into town, catch up
with one another, and enjoy the
good weather,” said Eileen Jorgensen, owner of the Magic Carpet and event co-organizer. “The
event is a reminder of the importance of finding and celebrating
community.”
A map will be provided to
visitors who attend. They will
be available at the information
booth in front of the New York

Hotel, the Chamber office or
from various vendors. Vendors
interested in participating should
contact Rudy at rudy@thetruffleshop.com. For more information on the event, contact nevadacitychamber.com.

The California Arts Council,
meanwhile, recently selected 14
districts to serve as California’s
inaugural state-designated Cultural Districts. Nevada County
is home to two of them – Grass
Valley-Nevada City and Truckee.

The Madelyn Helling Library
in Nevada City will hold Travel
Talk Series programs in May and
June.
At 5 p.m. on May 23, Patricia
Levitan will revisit her trip to
Turkey with images of a country
rich in cultural heritage and history, and at 5 p.m. on June 13, lo-

cal travelers Marianne and Mike
Cartan will highlight the Camino
de Santiago with stories along
the trail.
The Travel Talk Series is
a program where community
members can share their recent
travel adventures from all over
the globe with other travel buffs

at the library in Nevada City.
This is done with a slide show
of photos and commentary about
the highlights of their travels.
For more information about
the program, call Jill Davidson
at 530-265-7050 or email her at
jillene.davidson@co.nevada.
ca.us.

“Good Fences Make Good
Neighbors: HOAs, Road Associations, and Mobile Home Parks”
will be the topic of the monthly
Noontime Legal Seminar held by
from noon to 1 p.m. on Tuesday,
May 21, at the Nevada County

Law Library at Superior Court
in Nevada City. The presentation
will be by local attorney Steve
MacFarlane.
The Nevada County Law Library hosts the seminar, which
costs $15 for members of the pub-

lic and $30 for attorneys, who will
receive one hour of MCLE credit.
To enroll, call 530-265-7161 or
email Law.Library@nccourt.net
and arrive 15 minutes early for
registration.

SUBMITTED PH0TO

Food, craft beer and wine from local businesses will be part of Village
Market Day in Nevada City.

Library announces Travel Talk presentations
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Jamal Walker, co-founder of Creating Communities Beyond Bias, at Love Walk 2 with a
supporter on Martin Luther King Day last January.

A racist act helps
unite a community
Grass Valley looks
forward to its third
‘love walk’
Karen Newell Young
Nevada City Advocate
It was an act of hate that triggered a
mini-movement of love in Grass Valley.
In September 2017, Jamal Walker’s
son, Imani, was walking down Mill Street
when a carload of white boys shouting epithets followed him from the Del Oro Theater to Main Street.
Shaken, Imani called his mother and
told her about the incident. When Imani’s
father, a longtime resident, heard the story,
he posted a live video of his son’s recounting of the experience and his own outrage.
It went viral.
After Walker’s post, more than 1,000
residents showed up in downtown for an
impromptu “love walk” to show support
for Imani and to condemn racism.
Since then, the town has continued to
show support with a second love walk,
held this year on Martin Luther King Day.
It was a daylong celebration of love and
tolerance.
Walker and his then co-worker at BriarPatch Co-op, Bill Drake, formed a group
to promote racial harmony and educate
residents about spreading the message of
love and tolerance.
A third love walk is planned for next
year and the Creating Communities Beyond Bias group has kept the momentum
going with panel discussions, church pre-

sentations and school workshops.
“When I first posted on Facebook, I
kind of called out our community,” Walker said after the incident involving his son.
“It’s bad enough that this happened, but
the fact that it was in the middle of the day
and nobody stepped forward was more upsetting.”
“We need to do better than this. That’s
not who we are as a community,” Walker
said in his posting.
“Drake and Walker decided that ‘we
ought to get a group of people to show
support for Imani,’ ” Walker said. “People chimed in. They jumped on it. It was
a love fest.”
“We made a decision to emphasize positivity and community support,” Walker
said. “We decided to leave politics behind.
That’s not what this is about. It’s about being better community members.”
In addition to the two love walks, Creating Communities Beyond Bias has hosted neighborhood summits, several forums
and workshops and a League of Women
Voters panel discussion on how white people can be better allies and events focused
on social justice.
The group has partnered with Creating
Community without Violence, the former
Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault
Coalition, which changed its name recently. Along with churches, schools and community groups, they vow to keep the spirit
of the movement alive.
Drake said although most of the community has been supportive of efforts to
promote harmony, occasionally they have
had some backlash. He said he has seen
a small number of residents “protesting
what we are doing, saying ‘what about
See Love walk on back page
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‘Walk for Rwanda’ set for May 4

Local trails and community
service come together at 9 a.m.
Saturday, May 4, in a fundraiser
hosted by Peace Lutheran Church
in Grass Valley.
Participants will “Walk for
Rwanda” on two local trails
that day – and they’ll be asking
friends and neighbors to sponsor
them.
Walkers will gather at 9 a.m.
at Peace Lutheran Church, 828
W. Main St. for a short rally, then
car pool to two trailheads. The
Litton Trail in Grass Valley and
the Deer Creek Tribute Trail in
Nevada City are fairly short and
level in most spots. Trail hosts
from Peace will offer support until 12 p.m.

Organizers
hope to raise
$2,000 to support grassroots
efforts that help
people create
public facilities
in Rwanda, inPastor John
Rutsindintwarane cluding health
clinics, schools
and small-scale businesses, said
Jim Line, chairman of Peace’s
Rwanda Connection Committee.
Every penny raised in the
“Walk for Rwanda” will support the work of the Rev. John
Rutsindintwarane – or “Pastor
John,” as Peace members call
him. Pastor John helped restart
the Lutheran Church in Rwanda

after the 1994 genocide and has
been active in helping Rwandans
build community infrastructure.
If you would like to participate, but are not available to walk
on May 4, contact Peace to sign
up for the alternative walk-a-thon
on May 11.
Donations may be made at
www.PeaceLutheranGV.org/
donate or sent to Peace Lutheran Church, 828 W. Main St.,
Grass Valley, CA 95945; write
“Walk for Rwanda” in the memo
line.
Trina Kleist is youth & outreach coordinator for Peace
Lutheran Church and may be
reached at tkleistwrites@gamil.
com or 530-575-6132.

Book launch party set for May 19

The public is invited to help
celebrate the launching of Sierra Muses Press and its first two
books from 3 to 5 p.m. on Sunday, May 19, at The Open Book
at 671 Maltman Drive in the
Brunswick Basin.
Sierra Muses Press is a small
collective Nevada County press
developed by and for members
of the Sierra Muses Writers’
Workshop: Jenifer Bliss, Leslie
Rivers, Mila Johansen and Shirley DicKard.
The May 19 event will include readings, refreshments,

Nevada City Advocat e

Leslie Rivers

Jenifer Bliss

music and mingling. The
featured books are Grandma Bunny, The Forest Herbalist by Jenifer Bliss; Fiery

Mila Johansen

Shirley DicKard

Star by Leslie Rivers, as well
as books in progress: Dear Lady
Astor by Mila Johansen, and
The Desk by Shirley DicKard.

Library to
hold book
sale on May 4

The Friends of the Nevada
County Libraries will hold its
monthly book sale from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. on Saturday, May 4, at the
Doris Foley Historical Library
at 211 N. Pine St. in Nevada
City.
The May sale will feature
DVDs, cookbooks as well as
books on health. In addition,
non-fiction, fiction and children’s
books are available for sale.
Most books cost between 50
cents and $3. Proceeds go toward
library materials, programs and
equipment.
Gently used books can be
donated at any Nevada County
library branch or outside Raley’s
grocery in Grass Valley. For more
information, call 530-265-1407
or email friends@ ncfol.org.
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Miners Foundry to celebrate 160th anniversary
Event takes a look back
May is National Preservation Month. The Miners Foundry
Cultural Center invites Nevada County to make the month of
May an opportunity for discovering/re-discovering, honoring and
sharing the unique heritage of our region. Historic preservation is
not only about preserving buildings and sites, but also the stories
and traditions connected to those places. Preserve the history, tell
the stories.
Nevada County Historical Society & Miners Foundry Cultural
Center present a free special presentation and discussion on
“The Miners Foundry — A Success Story for History, Arts &
Culture and Commerce” from 7 to 8 p.m. on Thursday, May 16,
at Sierra Presbyterian Church, 175 Ridge Road in Nevada City.

This year the building home
to the Miners Foundry Cultural
Center celebrates its 160th anniversary.
From its earliest days as a
machine shop it produced modern marvels such as the Pelton
Wheel, fabricated steel used in
WWII Liberty Ships, as well as
the spire of the Transamerica
Building in San Francisco. Today
serving as a major cultural center, the Miners Foundry continues to be at the center of Nevada
County’s history and future.
Its beautiful halls built of local granite and hand hewn timber
beams have inspired multiple
generations and continues to be
the home of more than 400 events
each and every year. These include signature Miners Foundry events such as The Foundry
Sings, Nevada City Craft Fair,
Fright Night, New Year’s Eve

Bash, Mardi Gras Masquerade
Ball, Nevada City Dance Festival, Jerry Bash and the Psychic
Fair.
Its names over time include
The Nevada Foundry (18591876), George Allen’s Foundry and Machine Works (18761907), The Miners Foundry &
Supply Company (1907-1957),
The American Victorian Museum (1974-1989), and today simply the “Miners Foundry.” This
venerable old stone building at
325 Spring Street with all of the
various enterprises that have operated within it over the years,
has always been intimately associated with Nevada County’s rich
heritage.
Paul Matson, former Miners
Foundry Cultural Center board
member and Nevada City Mayor, in an article from the Union
in 2017, he fondly recalled the

PHOTO BY BOB WYCKOFF

Charles Woods, seated, and his partner, David Osborn, at the American
Victorian Museum, in 1977.

American Victorian Museum
days when the Miners Foundry
and Nevada City experienced its
greatest artistic and cultural renaissance.
“In 1957 Nevada City received two new residents, David Osborn and Charles Woods.
They arrived with their knowledge of and passion for all things
artistic, Victorian, architectural
and historical. With its wealth of
intact, neglected Victorian buildings, Nevada City and Osborn/
Woods were a perfect fit.
At the outset they worked as
printers with Harold Berliner;
prominent attorney and longtime Nevada County District Attorney, George and Jean Mathis;
premier historical illustrators;
and Charlie Allert; founder of

the Nevada City Bike Race. A bit
later they opened a unique gift
shop bearing their name on Commercial Street, now known as J.J.
Jackson’s.
Together they vigorously opposed the construction of the
freeway though the center of
town during the 1960s. They fled
to the San Francisco Bay Area
to avoid watching the construction and the accompanying destruction of historic buildings.
They then dedicated much of
their life to helping Nevada City
recover from this project and
hosted workshops in the loft of
their store to help create Nevada City’s Historical Ordinance.
They guided the town into the
future through finding a vision
for itself, which honored and pre-

served its past.
They were on the original
committee to purchase and save
the Nevada Theatre. They designed and printed many Nevada
City Bike Race posters including the very first one, as well as
the program for “Golden Days”
which served to reopen the Nevada Theatre.
In 1972 they purchased the
Miners Foundry, christened it
the American Victorian Museum (AVM) and created a cultural
center which also housed their
extensive collection of Victoriana. It was restored in a historically accurate manner down to
the exterior details shown the
1881 engraving from Thompson
and West’s “History of Nevada
County” with lumber milled to
match.
During their tenure at the
AVM it grew into a powerful artistic force and opportunity for
the community. While there they
founded KVMR Community Radio. They featured performers
Paul Perry and Terry Brown from
City Opera in San Francisco,
who later went on to help found
Music in the Mountains.
David Osborn and Charles
Woods were visionaries, artists,
preservationists and dreamers
with a lot of talent to make things
happen. Their contributions went
a long way to help Nevada City
become the artistic, cultural and
historical jewel that it is today.”
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Nicholas Henry Shepherd’s photo stands test of time

Steve Cottrell

Our History
Last month’s history column
centered on Richard Oglesby
from Illinois, who arrived here in
1850 – initially to mine and later
becoming co-owner of a general
store at the corner of Main and
Court streets. Following his time
in Nevada City, Oglesby became
one of President Lincoln’s Civil
War generals, served two terms
as governor of Illinois and a term
as a U. S. Senator from Illinois.
It was Oglesby who came up
with the campaign slogan “Abraham Lincoln: The Rail Splitter.”
And in the summer of 1860, it
was the former Nevada City miner and store owner who placed
Lincoln’s name into nomination
at the Republican National Convention in Chicago.
Oglesby secured a lesser-known role in American history when he dropped by the White
House late on the afternoon of
April 14, 1865, to visit the president. Oglesby and Lincoln had
such a lengthy conversation that
the president and his wife were
late to Ford’s Theater.
And we all know what happened that night.
This month, I’d like to highlight Oglesby’s partner in the
Main Street general store – Nicholas Henry Shepherd, a native of
Washington, D.C., who settled
in Springfield, Illinois, about
the same time Lincoln made

his home there. Shepherd was a
druggist by profession, but later
became interested in photography and opened a daguerreotype
studio in Springfield.
Daguerrotype photography
was still a relatively new process
in the 1840s – brought to worldwide popularity by Frenchman
Louis Daguerre, for whom the
process is named. To create a
lasting image, (but no negative
for additional prints), a daguerreotypist would polish a piece of
silver-plated copper until it had
a mirror-like finish. Then, with
the subject seated and told not
to blink or flinch, a permanent
image could be created. It was a
complicated, multi-step process
involving chemicals, vapors and
rinses, but eventually a photographic image would appear on
the polished surface.
Prior to daguerreotype photography, people wanting to preserve their image for posterity
depended on artists and several
days of sitting while the artist
created a portrait. Daguerreotype
images took only a few minutes
and were very popular in the
United States until camera improvements were made in the
1850s and ’60s.
In 1846, Shepherd convinced
37-year-old Abraham Lincoln to
pose for the first known photograph of the future president. He
also convinced Mary Todd Lincoln to have her image preserved.
Lincoln had just won election to
the U. S. House of Representatives and, accompanied by
Mary and two sons, would soon
be headed East. But before they
left Springfield, the 32-year-old
Nicholas Shepherd wanted to
provide the Lincolns with sideby-side photographic images.
Fourteen years later, when
Lincoln was elected president
and they prepared for a return

PHOTO COURTESY LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

Abraham Lincoln, then 37, and Mary Todd Lincoln, 27, sat for these photographic images in 1846. They were
created by Nicholas Henry Shepherd, who ran a daguerreotype studio in Springfield, Illinois. Four years later,
Shepherd was a miner and store owner in Nevada City.

trip to Washington, D.C., Mary
Todd Lincoln advised a friend
that the two daguerreotypes
would be going with them.
“They are very precious to me,”
she wrote, “taken when we were
young and so desperately in love.
They will grace the walls of the
White House.”
In 1903, mattress manufacturer Gibson Harris – who, in 1846
had been in Springfield studying
law under Lincoln’s tutelage –
recalled the event and confirmed
that the images were the work of
Nicholas Shepherd. The matching daguerreotypes remained
with the Lincoln family until
1937, then donated to the Library
of Congress.
Oglesby went on to national
fame, while Shepherd eventually
got in the passenger stage business here, operating Shepherd’s

Accommodation Line and offering two trips a week between
Nevada City and Sacramento at
a fare of $8.00 each way. In November 1860, when Abraham
Lincoln was elected president,
Nicholas Shepherd was a Nevada
County rancher running cattle on
land adjacent to the Bear River.
The man who took the first
known photograph of our 16th
president seems to have fallen

through the cracks of history, but
I continue to search for information about his life after 1860.
If I find anything, I will let you
know.
Steve Cottrell is a historian,
former city councilman and mayor and a longtime Nevada City
resident. He now lives in St. Augustine, Fla. He can be reached
by emailing exnevadacitymayor@gmail.com

The Grass Valley Male Voice
Choir will hold their spring concert entitled “I Love You” at 2
p.m. Saturday, May 4, at Peace
Lutheran Church in downtown
Grass Valley.
The concert will present declarations of love in its many aspects
– from the love of home, country,
and the world to romance found
and lost. The title song features a
mash up of Larry Norman’s 70’s
hit “I Love You” with Louis Armstrong’s classic “What a Won-

derful World.” The repertoire includes the traditional songs “Aura
Lee,” “Think on Me” and “Down
By the Sally Gardens” along with
GVMVC favorites “You Are So
Beautiful,” “Embraceable You,”
and “What Matters Most.” Several other inspirational pieces will
round out the program.
Tickets are available for $20 at
The Book Seller in Grass Valley
or online at GVMaleVoiceChoir.
org/tickets. Student tickets are $5
and available online only.

Choir to sing about love May 4
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Clarinetist Terry Hastings and bassist Steve Nicholson take a break at OLLI Orchestra rehearsal at Sierra College in Grass Valley.

Orchestra to hold
free concert May 17
Nevada City audiences can choose
from a myriad of almost daily staged performances. Perhaps, that accounts for the
forward-thinking, blissful nature of this
community. OLLI Orchestra is among
those contributing to the arts-and-culture
fabric in Nevada County.
Steve Nicholson joined Osher Lifelong
Learning Institute, or OLLI, this year.
His 40 years of playing the bass guitar
provides a foundation for playing standup bass in the orchestra, but his “bowing
skills are challenged.”
He started playing in the pit with Sierra
Stages 10 years ago and bought his instrument seven years ago for a show that required an upright bass.
“Rose-May Mickelson, OLLI Concert
Mistress, suggested I join the OLLI group.
I attended the concert last fall, and everyone seemed to be having fun,” Nicholson
said. “The time I spend practicing and
playing with the orchestra is worth it many
times over.”
Clarinetist Terry Hastings also joined
OLLI this season. Retiring to her native
California, she was looking for ways to be
engaged while having fun.

“I played in high school concert band,
but other interests took over in college.
But I missed it. I had toyed with the idea
of taking up clarinet after a 50-year hiatus,
but I needed a non-intimidating environment – and OLLI Orchestra was it.”
OLLI Orchestra will perform Haydn’s
Symphony No. 104 “London” at a free
concert on Friday, May 17. Works by
Mozart and Schumann, and by American
composers Samuel Barber and Leroy Anderson are also on the program.
The concert begins at 7:30 p.m. and
runs 90 minutes with no intermission.
It will be held at Sierra College, Multipurpose Room N12, 250 Sierra College
Drive, Grass Valley. There will be signs
directing traffic to the parking lots and
there is no fee to park. The concert is free
though donations are welcome. For more
information, visit olliorchestra.org.
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Measles returns to U.S. and can be deadly

Dr. Roger Hicks

To Your Health
In the late 1950’s and early
1960’s, back when the U.S. population was 180 million, there were

3 to 4 million cases of measles each
year in America, along with 48,000
hospitalizations and about 500
deaths from measles.
A measles vaccine combined
with mumps and rubella vaccines
– the MMR – was introduced in
1963, and it quickly became a standard part of children’s health care.
By 2000, there were only 86 isolated cases in the entire nation, and
there had been no continuous transmission of the infection for more
than 12 months. The disease was
declared eliminated in our country,
and it is highly unlikely your doctor has ever seen a case of measles.
However, measles has been in
the news frequently in 2019 be-

cause it is making a comeback in
the U.S.
Measles is one of the world’s
most contagious diseases. It is
spread by coughing and sneezing,
or direct contact with infected nasal or throat secretions. The virus
remains contagious in the air for
up to 2 hours and longer on surfaces. That means the virus can still
infect others 2 hours after a contagious person has left the room.
An infected person sheds the virus
and is contagious for 8 to 10 days,
starting a few days before feeling
sick. Following an exposure, 90%
of susceptible people will develop
measles.
Symptoms usually start 10 to

12 days after exposure but can be
anywhere from 6 to 21 days. These
symptoms include a fever, loss of
appetite and just not feeling well,
followed by dry cough, runny nose,
and red or watery eyes. White spots
sometimes appear on the insides of
the cheeks. The illness might be
mistaken for the common cold if
not for its most well-known symptom – a rash that usually starts
on the face and head and spreads
downwards. It typically appears 2
to 4 days after the fever begins and
14 days after exposure.
The virus causes far more than
discomfort. Complications range
from mild ones, such as diarrhea,
to more serious ones, such as ear

infections, pneumonia, blindness,
and encephalitis (swelling of the
brain that can cause permanent
brain damages).
A significant number of people
who get measles die from it – about
150,000 around the world, according to the World Health Organization. However, once infected,
there is little to be done except to
let the virus run its course and to
take precautions to help prevent the
spread of the disease.
Most people born in the United States after 1970 received the
MMR vaccine and are immune to
the virus, however, segments of the
populations who are not vaccinated
See Hicks on page 10
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Journey: Second documentary this fall

Continued from page 1
out the location of all the knots,
with some rug having 200 knots
per square inch, but now that
process is with computers,” says
Paul.
“Cultural sustainability means
doing projects that keep alive the
art forms that have been going on
for thousands of years. These projects empower women in the rural
villages where they really can’t
work because there is no work to
be done,” says Eileen. “In India
and throughout the whole world,
people are leaving the rural areas
because it’s tough living there.
They go to the cities thinking life
will be easier, but it isn’t, so we
are seeing more people returning
to the rural areas where they came
from. Carpet weaving is a way for
people to stay in the villages and
to provide for their families.”
Paul and Eileen embarked on
the second leg of their trip to focus on other social projects that
The Magic Carpet supports.
They spent 12 days traveling
with a group of 500 people; 300
international volunteers and 200
students traveled by charter plane
to visit several rural hospitals that
are being built under the direction
of Sathya Sai Baba, a highly revered spiritual leader and world
teacher in India. These hospitals
specialize in pediatric congenital
heart disease.
“Sathya Sai’s message to us
and to the world is ‘Love All,
Serve All.’ His projects start in
the villages from where the tentacles of progress can spread far
and wide. Through The Magic
Carpet’s local and international
partners, we are providing funding in a small way to help make
pediatric heart surgeries possible
within the first year of life, when
the maximum benefit can be realized,” says Eileen.
“Education also goes along
with this effort, through a new
program called the Divine Mother
& Child Program. Volunteers go
into the villages and educate the
pregnant women about their need
for proper nutrition and health
care while still pregnant, even providing them with newly developed
protein drinks to meet the mother
and child’s nutritional needs.”
The hospitals are all free to the
villagers who otherwise could not
get the needed surgery for their
babies. Three of these super specialty hospitals have already been
built, with two more coming up
very soon. All of them are shaped
like the human heart.
“The hospitals are serving a
sector of India’s population that
has never been considered,” says

The Magic Carpet to show
‘Journey through India’
on May 4

Eileen Jorgensen poses with some of the weaver’s children at one of the
weaving villages in Jaipur.

Paul and Eileen next to Ashoka (far right), Dye Master of Himalaya Rugs
in Jaipur, with their producer Yogesh Jain (third from left) and two workers.

Paul. “At one of these hospitals
we visited in New Delhi, we were
entertained by kids from 4 to 7
years old and they all had undergone heart surgery. They were
holding signs saying “We love
you” and “We’re alive because of
you”, - it was very touching,” recall Paul and Eileen.
In the fall of 2019, Paul and Eileen will be presenting the second
documentary which will cover
Sathya Sai’s building of 30 free
rural schools in Karnataka State,
India. The Magic Carpet supports

this project by raising money to
fund their computer programs.
“We don’t even have Iphones!”
laugh Paul and Eileen.
The Magic Carpet finds great
joy in supporting the amazing free
projects that meet the real-world
needs of the youth and their families in the rural villages of India.
Simply put: Love All, Serve All.
For more information, visit
www.themagiccarpet.biz or call
530-265-9229. The Magic Carpet is located at 408 Broad Street,
Nevada City.

The Magic Carpet founders Paul and Eileen Jorgensen
recently returned from a twomonth trip to India and produced a travelogue showing
how rugs are made, as well as
portraying some of the cultural sustainability projects the
business supports.
The free presentation called
“Journey through India: A
Woven Love Story” will be offered at 7 p.m. Saturday, May
4, during The Magic Carpet’s
three-day, 30% off storewide
from Friday, May 3, through
Sunday, May 5.
The travelogue includes
a visit to several free pediatric hospitals in Northern
India that The Magic Carpet

helps support. With more than
150,000 babies born each year
with congenital heart disease,
these programs are a blessing
for the rural poor of India. The
travelogue tells the love story
of generosity and faith that
goes into building these hospitals. A portion of The Magic
Carpet’s sales goes directly toward these programs.
The free travelogue presentation is open to the public and
many of the rugs described in
the presentation can be seen in
a new exhibit called “Knot by
Knot-Woven Masterpieces.”
For more information, call
530-265-9229, visit themagiccarpet.biz or search for the
business on Facebook.
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Thrift shop: Steady flow of new items
Continued from page 1
something to do, there was no
standing around. I looked forward to going every single day,
which is amazing for any job. It’s
like Christmas every day.”
The energetic Maginot, who is
a Type 1 diabetic and is equipped
with an insulin pump, has always
felt that the diabetes community
is an underserved group.
“There’s so much misconception and misunderstanding about
diabetes, such as what is Type1
or Type 2, and body shaming, or
‘You ate too much sugar when
you were a kid,’ and so on,” she
said.
“What we’re trying to do is to
help people who need insulin and
supplies, to buy it. At this point
we’re not able to do that because
we just opened up, but we do
have test strips that have been donated and we give out, along with
lancets and sharps containers.
Anything that’s non-prescription
we can give out.”
She added that in the future
they hope to buy glucometers and
test strips at a discount and have
them on hand for those who need
them, as well as provide assistance in buying insulin. “I want
to be like Cancer Aid, the most
elegant model of thrift stores.
I was actually a client of theirs
when I had breast cancer, and
they paid for 80 percent of my

PHOTO BY ANDREW WEDGBURY

Sweet Life Thrift is located at 144 Hughes Road, Grass Valley.
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Carolyn Maginot stands outside her
new thrift store in Grass Valley.

medication, no questions asked.”
She also sees the shop as being a center for information and
referral for the diabetic. “Most
important is education. Meeting
with nutritionists and certified diabetes educators, people who can
actually break down your diet
and tell you what you need.”
Sweet Life Thrift receives
donations from all over the county and has seen an outpouring
of support from locals. One of
the most important aspects of a
successful thrift shop is having
a flow of new and interesting
items, and the interconnected
rooms give the thrift shopper an
extra added fun factor.

“I love the setup that we have
here, you wander through all
these rooms. I tell people if you
get lost, just holler and I’ll come
and find you. It’s like caving,”
she said with a laugh. ‘Oh, here’s
another room!’ is often heard in
the bustling shop. In addition,
the well-organized shop has
theme-inspired areas, such as a
Bo-Ho section of unique items.
All employees at the shop are
volunteers, and Maginot is working on getting more. “There’s a
core group of five people right
now and they are all exceptional.
They have worked in other thrift
stores and are dedicated and are
lovely with customers. I couldn’t
be luckier.”
Maginot emphasized that
Sweet Life Thrift also is an opportunity to do one of the things
she loves the most – working in a

thrift store with its continual ebb
and flow of stock and the interaction with customers.
“I love working at a thrift
store, and I’m good at it. There’s
a lot of things I’m not good at,
but a thrift store is my thing.
I’m very passionate about it. I
love the way it gets everyone involved,” she says.
In the future, she sees several ideas coming together for the
shop, including a lending library
of books and information for the
diabetic community, as well as
small group meetings and events
for people to discuss various issues.
Sweet Life Thrift is located at
144 Hughes Road, Suite D, Grass
Valley (across from the theaters).
For more information, call 530802-5288 or visit sweetlifethrift.
com.
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Hicks: More
unvaccinated
the in U.S.

Continued from page 8
are at risk of infection. People born
before 1957 were likely exposed to
measles and have developed their
own natural immunity. Anyone
who has had measles is also immune.
Measles is still common in other
parts of the world, and it is thought
that many of the recent outbreaks
in the U.S. were caused by travelers who picked up the virus abroad
and infect non-immunized individuals here. It is more likely to spread
and cause outbreaks in U.S. communities where groups of people
are unvaccinated. This is because
of community immunity, also
called herd immunity.
If a certain proportion of the
population is protected, the germ
– in this case, the measles virus –
doesn’t find enough susceptible
people to take hold in the community. So even if there is an isolated
case, no epidemic occurs.
This means that the fraction of
the population that has immunity
is protecting everyone, including
those who are too young to be
vaccinated and those who cannot
be immunized due to being immunocompromised. But to achieve
community immunity for measles
at least 90 to 95% of the population
See Hicks on page 11
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Nevada City bicycle Hicks: Vaccine 99% effective
race gets ready to roll
Continued from page 10
must be immune. A disease like polio is less
contagious, and only 80 to 85 percent of the
population would need to be vaccinated for
herd immunity to work.
If you are unsure whether or not you are
immune, you can be tested for immunity to
the disease by your primary physician or
an urgent care center such as Yubadocs. It
is especially important to know your status
if you plan to travel internationally or have
been exposed to others who may be carrying
the disease.
Unlike influenza vaccine, which reduces the risk of influenza illness between 40
to 60%, two doses of the measles vaccine

This year marks the 59th anniversary of
the Nevada City Pro/Am Cycling Classic,
the second oldest continuously running bicycle race in the country. 2019 makes history by returning to the original course designed by race founder Charlie Allert and
breaks with history by separating the event
from Father’s Day for the second consecutive year by holding it on Sunday, June 2.
“We see the return to the original classic course as way to preserve the history
of the race as we prepare for 2020 and the
60th running of the Nevada City Bicycle
Classic. It is something racers have requested, and we’re excited to return to this
popular format,” said Duane Strawser, the
longtime race director.
Established in 1961 by Allert, a native
of Dresden, Germany, the race combines
the founder’s passions of lithography and
bicycle racing. Artistic posters commemorate each race year – first designed by
Allert and continued by local and national
artists.
In addition, the 3rd Annual Nevada City
Mile will take place on the same route as
the bike race. Top short-distance track and
road runners of all ages will attend from
the West Coast.
The weekend also features the Gold
Country Cycling Century Challenge Road
and Gravel Rides sponsored by Gold
Country Rotary as a benefit for Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Nevada County and a
Brewfest on Saturday, June 1.
“We are excited to include the Second
Annual Brewfest and other community
events that warrant a dedicated weekend.
Fans, racers, family and friends will each
find something during this exceptional
time in Nevada City,” said Cathy Whittlesey, Nevada City Chamber of Commerce

executive director.
The Nevada City Classic is supported
by over 100 volunteers each year. Sierra
Express Bicycle Club and Racing Team
have participated for over 20 years, with
many members returning year after year to
help lay out the course, stack the hay bales
needed for safety and keep the constant
course monitoring and safety practices in
place.
“Many of us are dedicated cyclists who
love to ride. Volunteering for the Nevada
City Classic is a way to share our passion
for cycling with our town and also showcase it for visitors. It’s hard work, but great
fun.” said Karen Chizek, who along with
her husband, Frank, has helped prepare the
course since 1987.
For more information about the race
and other events, visit nevadacityclassic.
com.

After 15 years in downtown Nevada
City, Judi’s of Nevada City is closing.
The store is currently holding a sale and
all new spring and summer merchandise is
30% off and all other sale merchandise is
up to 70% off.
“I am so grateful for all the wonderful
support I have received from this community and for all the friendships I have made
over the years, so I find it bittersweet to
say farewell” said owner Judi Weiner. “We
have also enjoyed supporting the community with various fundraisers for local
non-profits. It’s been a great 15 years, and
I’m looking forward to new adventures”.

Judi’s offers clothing and accessories
selected for quality, style, individuality
and ease of care. Judi’s carries nationally
and internationally known lines and sells
items that are handcrafted by local artisans. Everything is now on sale, including
furniture and fixtures.
Judi’s is open from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday through Thursday and 10 a.m. to
6 p.m. on Friday and Saturday. The store
is located at 246 Commercial St. in downtown Nevada City. For more information,
call 530-265-6710, email judi@judisofnevadacity.com or visit judisofnevadacity.
com.

The 59th Annual Nevada City Classic Pro/
Am Bicycle Race will be run on June 2 in
downtown Nevada City.

Judi’s closing, puts
all items on sale

Below: Judi’s is downtown Nevada City is closing after being in business for 15 years.

is 99% effective. Measles vaccine does not
wane with age, and it is never too old to get
vaccinated.
A director of the Urgent Care Association of America from 2011 to 2017,
Dr. Roger Hicks served as the Association’s treasurer and then secretary. He is
a founder and current board member of
the Urgent Care Assurance Company, a
malpractice company specializing in urgent care. He is the founding President of
the California Urgent Care Association.
He is also the founding president of the
South Yuba River Citizens League and
served on SYRCL’s Board of Directors for
30 year.
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Grant: Television boosted his career
Continued from page 1
It was tricky.
“It got incredibly complicated. If we got ahead or behind
her, it would have been a train
wreck,” he said.
As would be expected, there
were technical problems. In
Zacatecas, the generator went
out. A new one couldn’t be delivered until the next day.
“ I became the human click
maker. I sang Maria’s part while
I conducted the orchestra. I really pulled that one off. We had no
choice.
“It was very grueling. I would
get up at 5 a.m., catch a plane.
Sometimes I had two or three
hours of rehearsal in one day. It
was physically and mentally demanding. I meditated to keep my
heart rate down. But I’m really
glad I did it.”
Not bad for a guy who’s 82
years old.
Grant has spent a career following a circuitous path through
the various disciplines of music
– performing, composing, scoring and conducting – in genres as
varied as classical, jazz, fusion,
television, movies and even the
early days of rock ‘n’ roll.
Born and raised in Detroit,
there was very little music in the
house except for radio. When he
was 5, he contracted tuberculosis
and was in a sanitarium until age
7. When he got out, he asked to
play an instrument but the doctor
told him he couldn’t because of
the TB. Three years later the doctor changed his mind, so Grant
got a paper route and earned
money to buy his first instrument,
a saxophone.
“I heard a song on the radio,
“Night Train” by Jimmy Forest.
It captivated me. I grabbed it by
both arms and jumped right in.
I was pitching for little league
baseball, but the moment I got
into music, everything else went
out the window,” he says.

PHOTO BY MICHAEL YOUNG

Jerry Grant with his saxophone
sitting on the steps of his
Nevada County home.

He started playing professionally when he was 16, began
writing his first arrangements at
17. He went to Wayne State University where he was exposed to
classical music. After college he
started recording rhythm tracks
for a fledgling R&B label.
He was drafted into the U.S.
Amy in 1959 where he was made
musical director of an army show
that toured the word.
After he got out, he went to
the University of Southern California where he enrolled in their
masters of composition program.
But he found it too rigid and not
helpful to his goals. So he quit
and started working with a private instructor.
The realities of life caught up
to him. He was married at this
point and needed money so he
took a job as a salesman for Hallmark Cards.
“I was their star salesman.
Very organized. I would work
from 9 to 1, then take the rest
of the day off and compose,” he
says.
But he was having a hard time
with the music business.
“I was in therapy. What happens if I fail? I couldn’t face
that,” he says.
So he moved to LA where he
was able to work in the record in-
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Grant in his office watching a video of Maria Callas projected as a
hologram.
dustry. He hooked up with a band
called Tapestry, a vocal performing group where he started writing and then joined the group as
a singer.
Next was a horn-based Blood
Sweat & Tears-style rock group
named Surely, Goodness & Mercy. “We traveled some, did an album which did nothing,” he says.
In an effort to stop the financial bleeding, he started teaching music theory and harmony
to high school kids. He started
a 12-member fusion band called
Spectrum for which he composed. It was a mix of classical,
jazz and rock.
But things started to change.
Television became his savior. He
started getting writing assignments for popular TV series. His
first job was for Charlie’s Angels.
No, he didn’t meet any of the
angels, but his next job was on
Magnum PI where he did meet
star Tom Selleck during post-production.
“He was a very cordial downto-earth kind of guy. I still have a
thank-you watch from him and a
Magnum PI jacket.
Meanwhile, his composing
experimentation with Spectrum,
which he calls his “laboratory,”
was leading to broader assignments for television and then animation.
His first soundtrack was for

an action/adventure movie called
“Bloodstone.” In 1995, he wrote
for a youth series called “The Secret World of Alex Mack” on the
cable channel Nickelodeon.
“Alex Mack was their most
popular non-animation live-action series for two years. There
was no orchestra, they used samples on synthesizers, which was
really expanding,” he says.
The business was changing
and Grant had perfectly positioned himself for it. By stressing
his composing but also keeping
active in performing and conducting, he was able to keep the
checks coming in.
During his prolific composing
and conducting career, he wrote
scores for some 500 television
episodes and six feature films.
Wayne State honored him
with a career achievement award
for outstanding alumni in 2013.
He’s been a visiting professor at
numerous colleges.
In 2003, he moved to Nevada
County with his wife, Corinne,
but you could hardly say he has
retired
He taught in the Young Composers Program for Music in the
Mountains from 2005 to 2016
and has accepted commissions
from it and InConcert Sierra.
Last year, he held a digital release party in the Nevada Theatre
for his latest fusion excursion en-
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Grant recording a TV show at
age 46 in Los Angeles.

titled “View from the Mountain,
Jerry Grant and the NuJazz Alternative Virtual Orchestra,” a hightech nod to a successful band he
formed in Los Angeles. In it, he
and four musicians supplement a
recorded “loop” of music he previously scored and recorded.
Currently, he’s writing a prelude, one of eight by local composers commissioned by pianist
Lynn Schugren that will reflect
the environment.
He plays in a sax quartet
called Sierra Society of Serious
Saxophoners. On July 20, he’ll
be performing with Love Train at
KVMR’s Woodstock Anniversary show at Pioneer Park.
He loves to perform live and
in studio because it means “hanging out with the guys,” but given
the choice, he prefers to compose.
“I knew early in my playing
that I wanted to design the building, not be one of the bricklayers,” he says.
Which brings us back to his
Detroit days in 1959 where he
was essentially hired to lay a
few bricks. The record label he
worked for was just getting started, had no hits, but wanted basic rhythm tracks from which it
would add the melody and vocals
when it figured out the songs
That record label was Motown.

Love walk: ‘Healing takes time’

Continued from page 3
rights for white people,’ that kind
of thing. There is some degree of
resistance.”
“All that stuff is out there,” he
added. “We have a ways to go in
in that regard.”
But for the most part, community support has been strong.
“Our focus is always in a positive direction of bringing people together celebrating love and
community,” Drake said. “I think
it’s a long slow process helping
community have a positive effective.”
Drake has a keen interest in
promoting race relations and
community harmony. He grew up
in the Jim Crow era of the segregated south to a family of white
supremacists and saw firsthand
how blacks were treated with institutionalized racism.
“There was a lot of legal-

At the last Love Walk in Grass
Valley, residents turned out to help
eliminate bias in the community.

ized racism. I went to all-white
schools, all-white churches, allwhite neighborhoods. My parents
were very prejudiced,” he said.
“As I got older and witnessed
blacks and whites interacting together, I started to reject my belief

system and much of it unraveled.”
In 2014, he wrote a book about
his emergence from bigotry titled
“Almost Hereditary: A White
Southerner’s Journey Out of Racism, A Guide for Unlearning and
Healing Prejudice.”
Drake says he still has vestiges of the racism he grew up with
and was passed down from generation to generation. “It would be
unusual to grow up in our country
and be without prejudice,” said.
“I believe white privilege exists
and institutional racism to be significant factors in perpetuating inequality.”
It won’t happen overnight,
Drake said in eliminating bias in
our community.
“I think it’s a long slow process
helping community have a healing effect,” he said. “It’s a slow
process being more accepting” of
others.

Find us on the web at:

NevadaCityAdvocate.online
e

