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25th Sunday after Pentecost 
November 19, 2023 

 Lord of Life Lutheran Church, North Pole, AK 
(907) 488-6720  www.lordoflifeak.com 

 
 Assistant Minister = Blue 

 Welcome! Words in bold are said together.  

Children are always welcome - they worship God too! Cloth bags with quiet activities are 
by the stairs to keep them engaged during worship. Our nursery is at the bottom of the 
stairs, to the left. 

 Confession and Forgiveness  

Leader: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, in whose image we are made, who claims 
us and calls us beloved. Congregation: Amen. (silence for reflection) 

L: Holy One, C: we confess that we are not awake for you. We are not faithful in 
using your gifts. We forget the least of our siblings. We do not see your 
beautiful image in one another. We are infected by sin that divides your 
beloved community. Open our hearts to your coming, open our eyes to see you 
in our neighbor, open our hands to serve your creation. Amen. 

L: Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us. Through 
+ Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are called to rejoice! Let 
us live in the promises prepared for us from the foundation of the world.  C: Amen. 

 Sharing the Peace – L: The love of God poured into our hearts, the saving grace of 
Jesus Christ, and the abundant life of the Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with 
you. 

 Gathering Hymn [intro] – Oh God, Our Help in Ages Past #632 v. 1-4 

1.   O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 
our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home: 

2.   Before the hills in order stood or earth received its frame, 
from everlasting you are God, to endless years the same. 

3.   A thousand ages in your sight are like an evening gone, 
short as the watch that ends the night before the rising sun. 

4. Time, like an ever-rolling stream, bears all our years away; 
they fly forgotten, as a dream dies at the op’ning day. 

Prayer of the Day — Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the 

earth and all its peoples, and you give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you 
with wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

http://www.lordoflifeak.com/
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Scripture Readings  

Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18  p. 765 
7Be silent before the Lord God! For the day of the Lord is at hand; the Lord has prepared a 
sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests. 12At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, 
and I will punish the people who rest complacently on their dregs, those who say in their 
hearts, “The Lord will not do good, nor will he do harm.” 13Their wealth shall be 
plundered, and their houses laid waste. Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit 
them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them. 14The great day 
of the Lord is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter, the 
warrior cries aloud there. 15That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, 
a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick 
darkness, 16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the 
lofty battlements. 17I will bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like the 
blind; because they have sinned against the Lord, their blood shall be poured out like dust, 
and their flesh like dung. 18Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on 
the day of the Lord’s wrath; in the fire of his passion the whole earth shall be consumed; 
for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.  

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 90:1-8, 12  p. 476 
1Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.  
2Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the 
world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.  
3You turn us back to dust, and say, “Turn back, you mortals.”  
4For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past, or like a watch in 
the night.  
5You sweep them away; they are like a dream, like grass that is renewed in the morning; 
6in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; in the evening it fades and withers.  
7For we are consumed by your anger; by your wrath we are overwhelmed.  
8You have set our iniquities before you, our secret sins in the light of your countenance. 
12So teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart.  

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11  p. 960 
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have 
anything written to you. 2For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will 
come like a thief in the night. 3When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden 
destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there 
will be no escape! 4But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like 
a thief; 5for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or 
of darkness. 6So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be 
sober; 7for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 
8But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and 
love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has destined us not for wrath but 
for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us, so that whether 
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we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 11Therefore encourage one another and 
build up each other, as indeed you are doing.  
 Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 The holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 

Matthew 25:14-30  p. 807 
14“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his 
property to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each 
according to his ability. Then he went away. 16The one who had received the five talents 
went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. 17In the same way, 
the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18But the one who had received 
the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19After a 
long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20Then the one 
who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, 
‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 21His 
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in 
a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 
22And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to 
me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, 
good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in 
charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 24Then the one who had 
received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh 
man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25so I 
was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 
26But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where 
I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to have invested my 
money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with 
interest. 28So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29For to 
all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those 
who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30As for this worthless slave, 
throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’   
    The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  

Children’s Message and Sermon        David Ingram 

Hymn of the Day – Rock of Ages #623 

1. Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in thee; 
let the water and the blood, from thy riven side which flowed, 
be of sin the double cure: cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r. 

2. Not the labors of my hands can fulfill the law’s demands; 
could my zeal no respite know, could my tears forever flow, 
all for sin could not atone; thou must save, and thou alone. 

3. Nothing in my hand I bring; simply to thy cross I cling. 
Naked, come to thee for dress; helpless, look to thee for grace; 
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foul, I to the fountain fly; wash me, Savior, or I die. 

4. While I draw this fleeting breath, When mine eyelids close in death, 
When I soar to worlds unknown, See thee on thy judgment throne, 
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in thee. 

 Apostle’s Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he 
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

Prayers of God’s People  

Each petition ends “Lord, in your mercy,” please respond: hear our prayer. 

 Offering  

 Mail: Lord of Life Lutheran Church, 1005 St. Nicholas Drive, North Pole, AK 99705  

 Online: “giving” tab at www.lordoflifeak.com/giving or the QR Code  → 

 Phone app: download “Give Plus Church” search by zip 99705, choose Lord of Life, 

and follow the instructions. Giving is secure. 

 Offering Hymn – Blessed Assurance #638 

1.  Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 

 Refrain: This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long: 
    this is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 

2.  Perfect submission, perfect delight, visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 

angels descending bring from above echoes of mercy, whispers of love. Refrain. 

3.  Perfect submission, all is at rest; I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
watching and waiting, looking above, filled with his goodness, lost in his love. 
Refrain. 

 Offering Prayer 

God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around your table, 
and shared your abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather 
these gifts, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your very 
self and care for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and 
Servant. Amen.    

http://www.lordoflifeak.com/
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 Great Thanksgiving 

 Christ’s Words of Institution and Communion   

L: There is a place for you at the banquet. Come and feast at Jesus’ table. 

 Post Communion Prayer 

L: Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the journey, 
strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and give us glad and 
generous hearts as we meet you on the way. C: Amen. 

 The Lord’s Prayer  

We pray together with confidence the prayer our Lord Jesus taught us to pray,  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Announcements 

• We have our Adopt a Family – watch for wishlists! 
• Thurs/Fri – OFFICE CLOSED 

• Want to buy LoL a Christmas poinsettia? Donate $15 marked “Poinsettia”       

• Coming up: Nov. 22 Annual Thanksgiving Food Box Giveaway & 6:30pm (?) 
Thanksgiving Eve service at New Hope 

 Closing Hymn – Mine Eyes have Seen the Glory #890 

1. Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord; 
he is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored; 
he has loosed the fateful lightning of his terrible swift sword:  
his truth is marching on. 

Refrain: Glory, glory! Hallelujah! Glory, glory! Hallelujah! 
 Glory, glory! Hallelujah! His truth is marching on. 

2.  He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat; 

he is sifting out the hearts of men before his judgment seat. 
Oh, be swift, my soul, to answer him; be jubilant, my feet! 
Our God is marching on. Refrain. 

3. In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea, 
with a glory in his bosom that transfigures you and me. 
As he died to make men holy, let us live to make men free, 
while God is marching on. Refrain. 
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 Blessing 

L: May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us 
beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad! The 
blessing of God, Sovereign, + Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always. C: Amen. 

Dismissal 

L: Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.   

Special Thanks to...  
Assistant Minister, Brenda Sadler  Reader, Janis Robertson 
PowerPoint,       Video,  
Usher(s), Becky Peterson    Acolyte,  
Communion Prep,     Greeter(s), Jo Small 
Fellowship,  

Birthdays & Anniversaries... 
11-19 Kevin Powers 
11-21 Mercedes Lindquist 
11-25 Morgan Boatman   

 
 

All music used with permission, CCLI #1899551-A and ONE License #733900-A 


