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Assistant Minister = Blue

Welcome! Words in bold are said together.

Children are always welcome - they worship God too! Cloth bags with quiet activities are by the
stairs to keep them engaged during worship. Our nursery is at the bottom of the stairs, to the left.

Confession and Forgiveness

Leader: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who opens the heavens and draws near to us with
salvation. Congregation: Amen.

L: God is patient and merciful, desiring all to come to repentance. Trusting this promise of grace,
let us confess our sin. (silence for reflection)

L: Everlasting God, C: you love justice and you hate wrongdoing. We confess the fear,
greed, and self-centeredness that make us reluctant to work against oppression. We
are complicit in systems of exploitation. We choose comfort over courage. We are
careless with creation’s bounty. Look upon us with mercy. Turn our hearts again to
you. Make us glad to do your will and to walk in your ways for the sake of our waiting
world. Amen.

L: Hear these words of assurance: God clothes you with garments of salvation and covers you with
robes of righteousness. In the tender compassion of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. God’s
covenant Is eternal, and God'’s blessing rests upon us all. C: Amen.

Gathering Song - Come On, Ring Those Bells

1. Ev'rybody likes to take a holiday, ev'rybody likes to take a rest.
Spending time together with the family, sharing lots of love and happiness.

Refrain: Come on, ring those bells! Light the Christmas tree!
Jesus is the King, born for you and me.
Come on, ring those bells!
Ev'rybody say, Jesus we remember this your birthday.

2. Celebrations come because of something good, celebrations we love to recall.
Mary had a baby boy in Bethlehem, greatest celebration of them all.
Refrain x2

Lighting the Second Advent Candle

L: Praise to you, O God, who gives us courage to start again. You fasten righteousness around
your waist and baptize with the Holy Spirit’s fire. Bless us as we mirror your mighty fire in these
simple flames, and teach us to mirror your justice in the paths we prepare. We ask that peace
abound, until none hurt or destroy over all the earth. C: Amen.

Greeling — L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.

Kyrie and This is the Feast ELW p. 138 (Setting 3)
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Prayer of the Day — Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your
only Son. By his coming strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

Scripture Readings

Isaiah 40:1-11 p. 581

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that
she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand
double for all her sins. 3A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make
straight in the desert a highway for our God. “Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain
and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. >Then
the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the
Lord has spoken.” A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass,
their constancy is like the flower of the field. “The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath
of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass. 8The grass withers, the flower fades; but
the word of our God will stand forever. °Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good
tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear;
say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” 19See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm
rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 1'He will feed his flock like a
shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the
mother sheep. Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 p. 473

1Lord, you were favorable to your land; you restored the fortunes of Jacob.

2You forgave the iniquity of your people; you pardoned all their sin.

8Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, for he will speak peace to his people, to his faithful, to
those who turn to him in their hearts.

9Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, that his glory may dwell in our
land.

10Gteadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace will kiss each other.
11Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, and righteousness will look down from
the sky.

12The Lord will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase.

13Righteousness will go before him, and will make a path for his steps.

2 Peter 3:8-15a p. 988

8But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and
a thousand years are like one day. °The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of
slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. 1°But
the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise,
and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be
disclosed. 1Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you
to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day
of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt
with fire? 13But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where
righteousness is at home. “Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be




found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; °and regard the patience of our Lord as
salvation. So also our beloved brother Paul wrote to you according to the wisdom given him,
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
The holy Gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.

Mark 1:1-8 p. 812

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2As it is written in the prophet
Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; 3the voice of
one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,” 4John the
baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of
sins. °And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going
out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. ®Now John was
clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.
’He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to
stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. &I have baptized you with water; but he will

baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Children’s Message Eileen Dubowski
Sermon David Ingram

Hymn of the Day— Oh, Come All Ye Faithful #283

1. O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him, born the king of angels:
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

2. The highest, most holy, light of light eternal, born of a virgin, a mortal he comes;
Son of the Father now in flesh appearing!
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

3. Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exhultation, sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God in the highest:
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

4. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n!
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
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living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of God'’s People
Each petition ends “Lord, in your mercy,” please respond: hear our prayer.

Sharing the Peace — L: The love of God poured into our hearts, the saving grace of
Jesus Christ, and the abundant life of the Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.

Offering

¢ Mail: Lord of Life Lutheran Church, 1005 St. Nicholas Drive, North Pole, AK
99705

¢ Online: “giving” tab at www.lordoflifeak.com/giving or the QR Code ->

0 Phone app: download “Give Plus Church” search by zip 99705, choose Lord of
Life, and follow the instructions. Giving is secure.

Offering Hymn — Angels from the Realms of Glory #275

1. Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth;
once you sang creation’s story, now proclaim Messiah’s birth;
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king.

2. Shepherds, in the fields abiding, watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing, yonder shines the infant light.
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king.

3. Sages, leave your contemplations, brighter visions beam afar;
seek the great desire of nations, you have seen his natal star.
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king.

4. All creation, join in praising God, the Father, Spirit, Son,
evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One.
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king.

Offering Prayer

God our provider, by your merciful hand abundance springs up from the earth. Receive
and bless these gifts of your own bounty. Let them be a sign of your steadfast love and
faithfulness for all people, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving and Holy, Holy, Holy
Christ’s Words of Institution and Communion

L: In this meal, righteousness and peace meet together. Come, take your place at the table.
Post Communion Prayer

L: Generous God, in bread and cup you have revealed your glory for all people to see together.
Nourished by this meal, send us out to proclaim your good news of liberation and release, brought
to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior. C: Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer

We pray together with confidence the prayer our Lord Jesus taught us to pray,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Announcements

e Did you know... you can donate food boxes to someone needing a little extra help? Call the
office Wednesdays between 10 and 11:30am to sign up

AZ Couple considering relocating here requested a pen pal — contact office for email

Wed: 6:30pm Soup Supper/7pm Holden Eve Advent worship @

Please check lost and found box, near front doors

Beef shares available — proceeds to Lord of Life’s heat bill

Adopt a Family wishlists are up!

Help make our church pretty — donate $15 marked “Poinsettia”

Coming up: 12-17 12p-1:30pm Ornament Party; 12-24 photos before/after worship
(volunteer needed); 12-31 15t New Member Class after worship

Sending Song - What Can I Bring (lyrics will display on screen)
Blessing

L.: The God of peace bless you, the love of Christ sustain you in hope, and the anointing of the
Spirit + remain upon you now and forever. C: Amen.

Dismissal

L: Go In peace. Keep awake. C: Thanks be to God.

Special Thanks to...
Assistant Minister, Becky Peterson Reader, Janis Robertson
Usher(s), Keil Family Acolyte,
Video, PowerPoint, Eileen Dubowski
Communion Prep, Eileen Dubowski Fellowship,
Greeter,

Birthdays & Anniversaries...
12-10  Penny Warnke
12-11  Ann Dulany
12-16  James Dulany
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