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Welcome! Words in bold are said together.

Confession and Forgiveness

Leader: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts up the lowly,
who fills the hungry with good things. Congregation: Amen.

L. Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.
God for whom we wait,

C: in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. We fail in believing
that your good news is for us. We falter in our call to tend your creation. We find our
sense of self in material wealth. We fear those different from ourselves. We forget that
we are your children and turn away from your love. Forgive us, Blessed One, and
assure us again of your saving grace. Amen.

L: God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the power of the Holy Spirit, +
your sins are forgiven. You are children of the Most High, inheritors of the eternal promise, and
recipients of divine mercy. God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. C: Amen.

Advent Candle Lighting

L: We praise you, O God, for this wheel of time that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s
advent. As we light the candles on this wreath, open our eyes to see your presence in the lowly
ones of this earth. Enlighten us with your grace, that we may sing of your advent among us in the
Word made flesh. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day
draws near. C: Amen. (light all four candles)

Gathering Hymn - Mary, Did You Know? (lyrics will appear onscreen)

Prayer of the Day — Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your
abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you
in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

Scripture Readings

Micah 5:2-5a p. 756

2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come
forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 3Therefore
he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of
his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. “And he shall stand and feed his flock in the
strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall live secure,
for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of peace. If the
Assyrians come into our land and tread upon our soil, we will raise against them seven shepherds
and eight installed as rulers. Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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Luke 1:46b-55 p. 832
46And Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord, +’and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, “8for he
has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call
me blessed; “*for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. >°His mercy
is for those who fear him from generation to generation. >'He has shown strength with his arm; he
has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. >?He has brought down the powerful from
their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; >3he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich
away empty. >*He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, >>according to the
promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Hebrews 10:5-10 p. 976

>Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings you have not
desired, but a body you have prepared for me; éin burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken
no pleasure. “Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of the book
it is written of me).” 8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in
sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the
law), °then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to
establish the second. 1°And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of
the body of Jesus Christ once for all. Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

The holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

Luke 1:39-45 p. 832
3In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, “‘where she
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. *When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting,
the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a
loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. “3And why has
this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? #For as soon as I heard the
sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. *°And blessed is she who believed
that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message and Sermon Pastor Curt Matz

Hymn of the Day—- O Come, O Come Emmanuel #257 (v. 1-4)

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

2. O come, O Wisdom from on high, embracing all things far and nigh;
in strength and beauty come and stay; teach us your will and guide our way.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

3. O come, O come, O Lord of might, as to your tribes on Sinai’s height
in ancient times you gave the law in cloud, and majesty, and awe.
Rejoice! Rejoice!l Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

4. O come, O Branch of Jesse, free your own from Satan’s tyranny;
from depths of hell your people save, and give them vict'ry o’er the grave.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.



Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of God'’s People
Each petition ends “Lord, in your mercy,” please respond: hear our prayer.
Offering — A basket for gifts is near the stairs for your use before or after worship

¢ Mail: Lord of Life Lutheran Church, 1005 St. Nicholas Drive, North Pole, AK
99705

0 Online: “giving” tab at www.lordoflifeak.com/giving or the QR Code ->

0 Phone app: download “Give Plus Church” search by zip 99705, choose Lord of
Life, and follow the instructions. Giving is secure.

Offering Hymn -0 Come, O Come Emmanuel #257 (v. 5-8)

5. O come, O Key of David, come, and open wide our heav’'nly home;
make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

6. O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer; O Sun of justice, now draw near
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadow put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

7. O come, O King of nations, come, O Cornerstone that binds in one;
refresh the hearts that long for you; restore the broken, make us new.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

8. O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

Offering Prayer- God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our
hearts and our lives to the service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we
meet you in this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen.

Christ’s Words of Institution and Communion
We eat and drink together at the end of the Eucharistic Prayer.
The Lord’s Prayer

We pray together with confidence the prayer our Lord Jesus taught us to pray,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven.
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Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Announcements

e While we transition, it's more important than ever that you, the congregation, step up.
Prayerfully consider saying yes when you see a request for help!

e Help us pay our fuel bill while you fill your freezer with wrapped, grass-fed, locally raised
beef cuts; sign up near the church office

e Today is the last day to bring your wrapped, labeled Adopt a Family gifts to the church

e Join us for candlelight service 3pm Christmas Eve and Christmas Carol PJ Sunday (yes, wear
your pajamas to church!) next Sunday — this is your chance to sing the carols you love most

©

Blessing and Dismissal

L: Go in peace. Christ is near. C: Thanks be to God!
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