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4th Sunday of Advent 
December 20th, 2020 

Lord of Life Lutheran Church, North Pole, AK 

 Pastor Amanda Kempthorne 

 (907) 488-6720 www.lordoflifeak.com 
Welcome to Worship! Words in bold are said together. 

 

 Welcome – We will be sharing in Holy Communion online today. You are invited to 

gather what is available in your home – as Christ did at the celebration of Passover – bread in 
some form, and fruit juice or wine. We will eat and drink together after the Eucharist prayer.  

Confession and Absolution   

L: Blessed be God, Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit, whose coming is soon, whose forgiveness is 
sure and whose steadfast love endures forever. C: Amen.   
L: Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires.  
Loving and forgiving God,  
C: we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our best efforts, we have 
gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; we have not loved our neighbor; 
we have not been Christ to one another. Restore us, O God. Wake us up and turn us 
from our sin. Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 
L: People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and you 
are free – free from all that holds you back and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. May 
you be strengthened in God’s love, + comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the 
power of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen.  

 Sharing Christ’s Peace 

 Greeting   

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. C: And also with you. 

 Kyrie (sung from setting 4) 

 Advent Hymn – Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah #240 (v. 4) 

 Light four candles to watch for Messiah; let the light soften darkness. 
He is coming, tell the glad tidings. Let your lights be shining! 

 Advent Candle Lighting 

 Gathering Hymn – Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus #254  

1.  Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee.  
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art, 
dear desire of ev’ry nation, joy of ev’ry longing heart. 
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2.  Born thy people to deliver, born a child, and yet a king; 
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.  
By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 Prayer of the Day 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, 
free us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear 
your redeeming love to all the world, for you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 Scripture Readings  

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his 
enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of 
cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have 
in mind; for the Lord is with you.”  

4But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: 5Go and tell my servant David: 
Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6I have not lived in a 
house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been 
moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about among all the people 
of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded 
to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” 8Now 
therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from 
the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 9and I have been 
with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will 
make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a 
place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be 
disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I 
appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. 
Moreover the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house.  

16Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be 
established forever.  

 Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 

Luke 1:26-38 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 
27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s 
name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with 
you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this 
might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 
31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He 
will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him 
the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.”  
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34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your 
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her 
who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, 
“Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel 
departed from her.  

 The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  

Luke 1:46-55   

 (rather than read, we will play the Magnificat from Holden Evening Prayer) 

46And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48for 
he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations 
will call me blessed; 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 
50His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 51He has shown strength 
with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 52He has brought 
down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 53he has filled the hungry with 
good things, and sent the rich away empty. 54He has helped his servant Israel, in 
remembrance of his mercy, 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham 
and to his descendants forever.”  

 

 Children’s Message  

 Sermon        Pastor Amanda Kempthorne 

 

 Hymn of the Day – Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn  #242 

1.  Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn, angels herald it’s dawning. 
Sing out your joy, for soon he is born, behold! the child of our longing. 
Come as a baby weak and poor, to bring all hearts together, 
he opens wide the heav’nly door and lives now inside us forever. 

2.  To us, to all in sorrow and fear, Emmanuel comes a-singing, 
his humble song is quiet and near, yet fills the earth with its ringing;  
music to heal the broken soul and hymns of loving kindness, 
the thunder of his anthems roll to shatter all hatred and blindness. 

3.  In darkest night his coming shall be, when all the world is despairing, 
as morning light so quiet and free, so warm and gentle and caring.  
Then shall the mute break forth in song, the lame shall leap in wonder, 
the weak be raised above the strong, and weapons be broken asunder. 

4. Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, through dark the winter and cheerless, 
the rising sun shall crown you with light, be strong and loving and fearless. 
Love be our song and love our prayer and love our endless story; 
may God fill ev’ry day we share and bring us at last into glory. 
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 Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 Prayers of God’s People 

  Each petition ends “Lord, in your mercy,” please respond: hear our prayer.  

 Offering  

 Mail: Lord of Life Lutheran, 1005 St. Nicholas Drive, North Pole, AK 99705  

 Online: “giving” tab at www.lordoflifeak.com/giving or the QR Code  →  

 Phone app: download “Give Plus Church” search by zip 99705, choose Lord 

of Life, and follow the easy instructions

 Offering Hymn – What Child is This #296 v. 1-2 

1.  What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping?  

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are keeping?  

This, this is Christ the king, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary! 

2.  Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding?  

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here the silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you; 

hail, hail, the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mary! 

 Offering Prayer  

Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every season. Bless all 
that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. In the name of 
Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. Amen.  

 Communion   We eat and drink together at the end of the Eucharistic Prayer. 

L: Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:  
 C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

We pray together with confidence the prayer our Lord Jesus taught us to pray,  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever, amen.  

http://www.lordoflifeak.com/
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 Announcements 

• Wednesday Advent Worship at 7pm on Zoom! click the link, or call in at 253-215-8782 
and type in the Meeting ID: 954 4649 8888 and Passcode: 177669, or click this link:  
https://luthersem.zoom.us/j/95446498888?pwd=QmQ2VDNhSElzVUFZY1ZzWDFlTStpZz
09  

• The Rees family has again generously donated a steer to offset the church’s fuel bill. 
Reserve a 20 lb. share of grade A beef for $200 by emailing office@lordoflifeak.com 

• Christmas Eve Worship will be online at noon on the 24th, you can incorporate worship 
into your Christmas celebrations at any time! 

 Blessing and Dismissal 

L: Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.  

  

Special Thanks to... 

Pianist, Carol Hughes  
Reader, Brenda Sadler 
Power point, Jason Kempthorne 
Video, Curt Renner is running it! WOO!   
  (You could too! Let us know if you’re interested in learning!) 
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