
 

 

Ash Wednesday 
February 17, 2021 

Lord of Life Lutheran Church, North Pole, AK 

Pastor Amanda Kempthorne 

(907) 488-6720 www.lordoflifeak.com 
Welcome to Worship! Words in bold are said together. 

Welcome – We will be sharing in Communion, please prepare bread and wine/juice. 

We will also be receiving ashes. You may participate with ash from your home, soil, or water. 

Psalm 51 

1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant 

mercy blot out my transgressions.  
2Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.  
3For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.  
4Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so that 

you are justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass judgment.  
5Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my mother conceived me.  
6You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret 

heart.  
7Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.  
8Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have crushed rejoice.  
9Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.  
10Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.  
11Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me.  
12Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit.  
13Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you.  
14Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, O God of my salvation, and my tongue will 

sing aloud of your deliverance.  
15O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise.  
16For you have no delight in sacrifice; if I were to give a burnt offering, you would 

not be pleased.  
17The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you 

will not despise.  
18Do good to Zion in your good pleasure; rebuild the walls of Jerusalem,  
19then you will delight in right sacrifices, in burnt offerings and whole burnt 

offerings; then bulls will be offered on your altar.  

  Gathering Hymn – Restore in Us, O God #328 

     1.  Restore in us, O God, the splendor of your love; 

  renew your image in our hearts, and all our sins remove.  

2.  O Spirit, wake in us the wonder of your pow’r,  

from fruitless fear unfurl our lives like spring-time bud and flow’r. 
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3.  Bring us, O Christ, to share the fullness of your joy; 
baptize us in the risen life that death cannot destroy.  

4.  Three-personed God, fulfill the promise of your grace,  
that we, when all our searching ends, may see you face to face.  

 Prayer of the Day 

Eternal God, you set the stars burning, started the earth spinning, and breathed life 
into dust. You, who began all things, know how afraid we are of the end. Let us 
hear in tonight’s dreadful promise – to dust you shall return – the echo of another: 
that through the cross and empty tomb, you bring us to abundant and everlasting 
life. Amen. 

 Scripture Readings  

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10  

... we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be 
sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.  

6:1As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. 2For 
he says, “At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on a day of salvation I have helped 
you.” See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 3We are putting no 
obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4but as servants of 
God we have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, 
hardships, calamities, 5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6by 
purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, 7truthful speech, and 
the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8in 
honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are 
true; 9as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and 
yet not killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having 
nothing, and yet possessing everything. 

         Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

 The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then you have 
no reward from your Father in heaven. 2“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet 
before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be 
praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 3But when you give alms, 
do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your alms may be done 
in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.  

5“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the 
synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, 
they have received their reward. 6But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the 
door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward 
you.  →  



 

 

16“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces 
so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 
17But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18so that your fasting may be 
seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will 
reward you.  

19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and 
where thieves break in and steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.  

 The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.   

 Sermon        Pastor Amanda Kempthorne 

 Hymn of the Day – Softly and Tenderly, Jesus is Calling #608 

1.  Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, calling for you and for me.  
See on the portals he’s waiting and watching, watching for you and for me. 
Refrain 

 Refrain: “Come home, come home! You who are weary come home.” 
Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, calling, “O sinner, come home!”  

2.  Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, pleading for you and for me? Why 
should we linger and heed not his mercies, mercies for you and for me?  
Refrain  

3.  Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, promised for you and for me!  
Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, pardon for you and for me. 
Refrain 

 Invitation to Lent and Confession of Sin  

L: ... we confess to you.  C: Have mercy on us, O God. 

 Imposition of Ashes  Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

 Prayers of God’s People 

Each petition ends “God of promise,” please respond: hear our prayer.   

 Communion  * Eat and drink together at the end of the Eucharistic Prayer. 

We pray together with confidence the prayer our Lord Jesus taught us to pray,  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever, amen.  

 Blessing and Dismissal 

Thank you to Carol Hughes, pianist; Jason Kempthorne, video;  
Kaylee Lindhag, power point 
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