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3rd Sunday in Lent 
March 7, 2021 

Lord of Life Lutheran Church, North Pole, AK 

Pastor Amanda Kempthorne 

(907) 488-6720 www.lordoflifeak.com 
Welcome to Worship! Words in bold are said together. 

Welcome – We will be sharing in Communion, please prepare bread and wine/juice. 

 Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We gather in the Triune name of God: who gives us their Word, whose promise makes us one 

people, who seals us with the Spirit. C: Amen  

(Invitation to confession and moment of silence) 

L: God, we confess: we have sinned.  

C: We have turned away from you, away from one another, into ourselves. We have allowed 

our love of you to be overshadowed by the fear of other things: death, suffering, weakness, 

and want. We do not love one another as you first loved us. Help us. Promise us that even 

this brokenness can be made well. Amen. 

L: Siblings in Christ, listen to this good news: God knew of our brokenness even before we knew it 
ourselves, and God’s promise rests on grace, not our response. Aligned with the ancient promise 
of a Messiah, Jesus Christ came among us, to live and die and rise again.  
For his sake, God forgives us all our sins. For his sake, God renews all God’s promises.  
For his sake, God remakes us as the body of Christ for the sake of the world.  
C: Amen! 

  Gathering Hymn – In the cross of Christ I Glory #324 

1.  In the Cross of Christ I glory, tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time. 

All the light of sacred story gathers round its head sublime. 

2.  When the woes of life o’ertake me, hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 

never shall the cross forsake me; Lo, it glows with peace and joy. 

3.  When the sun of bliss is beaming light and love upon my way, 
from the cross the radiance streaming adds more luster to the day. 

4.  Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, by the cross are sanctified; 
peace is there that knows no measure, joys that through all time abide. 

 Greeting and Prayer of the Day 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all, and also with you. 

God, Solid Rock, you carve out a path on which we can live rightly with you and 
each other. But the record shows our stubbornness. So, God, we pray: be 
stubborner. Oust our impulse to follow other paths. As many times as we turn from 
you, turn us back, again, again, until your will is done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Amen.  
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Scripture Readings  

 The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 

John 2:13-22 
13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he 
found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. 
15Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the 
cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16He 
told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my 
Father’s house a marketplace!” 17His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your 
house will consume me.” 18The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing 
this?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20The 
Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise 
it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking of the temple of his body. 22After he was raised 
from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture 
and the word that Jesus had spoken.  
 The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  

Psalm 19 
1The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.  
2Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge.  
3There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard;  
4yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world.  
In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun,  
5which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy, and like a strong 
man runs its course with joy.  
6Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them; and 
nothing is hid from its heat.  
7The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the decrees of the Lord are sure, making 
wise the simple;  
8the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the 
Lord is clear, enlightening the eyes;  
9the fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever; the ordinances of the Lord are true and 
righteous altogether.  
10More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than 
honey, and drippings of the honeycomb.  
11Moreover by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward.  
12But who can detect their errors? Clear me from hidden faults.  
13Keep back your servant also from the insolent; do not let them have dominion over me. 
Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great transgression.  
14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, 
O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.  

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 20Where is the one who is wise? Where is 
the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom,  → 
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God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For 
Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling 
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than 
human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.  
          Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

Exodus 20:1-17 
Then God spoke all these words: 2I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me. 4You shall not 
make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is 
on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow down to 
them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the 
iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, 6but 
showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my 
commandments. 7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the 
Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it 
holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all your work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to the 
Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or 
female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days the Lord 
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore 
the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 12Honor your father and your mother, so 
that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you. 13You shall not 
murder. 14You shall not commit adultery. 15You shall not steal. 16You shall not bear false 
witness against your neighbor. 17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not 
covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs 
to your neighbor.           Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 Children’s Message and Sermon    Pastor Amanda Kempthorne 

 Hymn of the Day – O Jesus, I have promised #810 

1.  O Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end; 
remain forever near me, my master and my friend. 
I shall not fear the battle if you are by my side, 
nor wander from the pathway if you will be my guide. 

2.  Oh, let me feel you near me; the world is ever near. 
I see the sights that dazzle, the tempting sounds I hear. 
My foes are ever near me, around me and within; 
but, Jesus, then draw nearer to shield my soul from sin. 

3.  Oh, let me hear you speaking, in accents clear and still 
above the storms of passion, that murmurs of self-will. 
Now speak to reassure me, to hasten or control; 
now speak and make me listen, O Guardian of my soul. 

4.  O Jesus, you have promised to all who follow you 
that where you are in glory your servant shall be too. 
And Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end; 
oh, give me grace to follow, my master and my friend. 
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 Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 Prayers of God’s People 

Each petition ends “God of promise,” please respond: hear our prayer.   

 Offering  

 Mail: Lord of Life Lutheran, 1005 St. Nicholas Drive, North Pole, AK 99705  

 Online: “giving” tab at www.lordoflifeak.com/giving or the QR Code  → 

 Phone app: download “Give Plus Church” search by zip 99705, choose Lord of 

Life, and follow the easy instructions 

 Offering Hymn – O Lord, Throughout These 40 Days #319

1.  O Lord, throughout these forty days  

you prayed and kept the fast; 
inspire repentance for our sin,  
and free us from our past. 

2.  You strove with Satan, and you won; 

your faithfulness endured; 
lend us your nerve, your skill and trust 
in God’s eternal word. 

 

3.  Though parched and hungry, yet you 
 prayed  
and fixed your mind above; 
so teach us to deny ourselves  
that we may know God’s love. 

4.  Be with us through this season, Lord,  
and all our earthly days, 
that when the final Easter dawns,  
we join in heaven’s praise. 

Offering Prayer – Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet 

us in our hunger with bread from heaven. Receive our response to the gifts you 
have given us and accompany us with your faithful love in Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 

 Communion   
The Lord be with you, and also with you. Lift up your hearts, we lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

* Eat and drink together at the end of the Eucharistic Prayer. 

We pray together with confidence the prayer our Lord Jesus taught us to pray,  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever, amen.  

http://www.lordoflifeak.com/
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 Announcements 

o March Newsletter is published on our website and print copies are available 
o Farm to Table boxes available Tuesday, let us know by tomorrow morning! 
o Council Meeting tomorrow night at 7pm 
o Wednesday Evening Prayer (7pm in-person and on Zoom – link on our website), we 

listen for God’s faithfulness in our own stories through the people who impacted us. 
o Resuming preparing 16 weekend lunches for NPE students 
o If you’d like to Serve on Sunday (reading, usher, press a button for power point), 

please notify the church office: office@lordoflifeak.com or 488-6720 

 Blessing and Dismissal 

L: Held in the promises of God, go to love and serve the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God.   

Special Thanks to...   

 Pianist, Carol Hughes  
 Reader, Evan Keil 
 Usher, Liz and Cliff Sandbo 

Power Point, Eileen Dubowski 
Video, Sam and James Aleshire  

 
“Promise Us”  Prayers by Barn Geese Worship is licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0 

All hymns used with permission, ONE License #733900-A 
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