Maundy Thursday, April 9t, 2020

Gathering

Tonight, we join a solemn journey of three days, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday,
& Holy Saturday, that has changed the world and our own lives. Followers of
Jesus have been taking this journey since his first followers took it, long ago.

On this night, Jesus took a towel and a basin, and washed his disciples’ feet. He
told them to do the same for others to show their love for him and for one
another.

On this night, Jesus and his followers gathered together to remember God’s
steadfast love from the beginning of time to the fullness of eternity.

On this night, Jesus broke bread and shared wine with his followers for the last
time, and invited them to remember him, to encounter him anew, whenever they
did the same.

This is the night of love.
Confession and Forgiveness

Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and
giving the peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin against
God and our neighbor and enter the celebration of the great Three Days
reconciled with God and with one another.

(Time for silent confession.)
Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As your called and ordained minister of the
church of Christ, but only by his authority, I declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day

Eternal God, in the sharing of a meal your Son established a new covenant for all
people, and in the washing of feet he showed us the dignity of service. Grant
that by the power of your Holy Spirit these signs of our life in faith may speak
again to our hearts, feed our spirits, and refresh our bodies, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

Scripture Reading
John 13: 1-17, 31b-35

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart
from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he
loved them to the end. 2The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of
Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper 3Jesus, knowing that the Father had
given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God,
4got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then
he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them
with the towel that was tied around him. ®He came to Simon Peter, who said to him,
“Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” “Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I
am doing, but later you will understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You will never wash my
feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” °Simon Peter
said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 1°Jesus said to
him, "One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely
clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” 1!For he knew who was to betray him;
for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 12After he had washed their feet, had
put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, “*Do you know what I
have done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I
am. 14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash
one another’s feet. °For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have
done to you. ®Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are
messengers greater than the one who sent them. ’If you know these things, you are
blessed if you do them.

31bJesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in
him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will
glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for
me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot
come.” 31 give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have
loved you, you also should love one another. 3°By this everyone will know that you are
my disciples, if you have love for one another.”



Maundy Thursday, April 9t, 2020

Sermon
Washing of Hands

On this night we have heard our Lord’s commandment to love one another as he
has loved us. We who receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to love one
another, to be servants to each other as Jesus became our servant.

Our commitment to this loving service is signified in the washing of feet,
following the example our Lord gave us on the night before his death. I invite
you to use the bowl in your home and wash your hands and the hands of those
in your gathering.

Prayers of God’s People

Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church,
the world, and all who are in need. A brief silence.

God of love, unite your church in its commitment to humble service. Make us
your faithful disciples. Speak words of truth and grace through us. Encourage us
in self-giving acts of kindness. Let us love one another as you have loved us.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of love, tend to flocks, fields, and vineyards. Bring favorable weather for
crops to grow. Guide the hands of those who cultivate, farm, and garden. Let the
earth flourish so that all may eat and be satisfied. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.

God of love, you give us a new commandment, to have love for one another. We
give thanks for organizations that respond to disasters and for agencies that
offer relief and humanitarian aid to populations in need, praying especially for
our Fairbanks Food Bank, the Rescue Mission, Love INC, and the Women's
shelter. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of love, give ear to all who call upon you for any need of body or spirit
(especially). Provide for those who do not have enough to eat, those who are
unemployed or underemployed, and those who rely on the generosity of others.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of love, you invite us to your table of mercy. Heal all divisions between
members of this assembly. Extend the hospitality of this table beyond these
walls, that your love and welcome be made known to all. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.

God of love, glorify your servants who walked by faith in this life and who now
feast with you. Inspire us by the sacrifice of those who were imprisoned,
persecuted, or martyred for their faith. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
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According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we
commend them to you; through Christ our Lord who taught us to pray...

Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Stripping of the Altar
Blessing

The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

The God of all grace *+ bless you now and forever. Amen.



