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7th Sunday after Pentecost 
July 19, 2020 

Lord of Life Lutheran Church, North Pole, AK 

 488-6720 www.lordoflifeak.com 
Welcome to Worship! We gather on the lawn (6 feet between families and 

wear masks until worship starts) OR in vehicles tuned to radio station 89.5 

FM. Words in bold are said together. 

GATHER (Welcome!) 

 Confession and Forgiveness   

Invitation to confession and time for private confession.  

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness 
endures from generation to generation. C: Amen.  

L: Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. (pause for silent confession) Reconciling 
God, C: we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in 
our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to 
believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our own 
benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. We 
sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 

L: Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through + 
Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. Let us live 
now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. C: Amen. 

Gathering Hymn  - Great is Thy Faithfulness 

1. Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, there is no shadow of turning with thee; 

thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not; as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be.  

Refrain: Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new mercies I see;  

    all I have needed, thy hand hath provided; great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me. 

 2. Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

join with all nature in manifold witness to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain. 

3. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 

Refrain. 

 Prayer of the Day 
Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and 

compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be 

rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, amen.  
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WORD 

Isaiah 44:6-8 

6Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: I am the first and I 
am the last; besides me there is no god. 7Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, let them declare 
and set it forth before me. Who has announced from of old the things to come? Let them tell us 
what is yet to be. 8Do not fear, or be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? You 
are my witnesses! Is there any god besides me? There is no other rock; I know not one.   

 Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.  

Psalm 86:11-17 

11Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your truth; give me an undivided heart to revere 
your name. 
12I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, and I will glorify your name forever. 
13For great is your steadfast love toward me; you have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol. 
14O God, the insolent rise up against me; a band of ruffians seeks my life, and they do not set you 
before them. 
15But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love 
and faithfulness.  
16Turn to me and be gracious to me; give your strength to your servant; save the child of your 
serving girl. 
17Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put to shame, 
because you, Lord, have helped me and comforted me. 

Romans 8:12-25 

12So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh— 
13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds 
of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15For you 
did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. 
When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God, 17and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we 
suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 18I consider that the sufferings of this 
present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. 19For the creation 
waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; 20for the creation was subjected 
to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation 
itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the 
children of God. 22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 
23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly 
while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope 
that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, 
we wait for it with patience.  
 Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

  The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

24He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone 
who sowed good seed in his field; 25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed 
weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore grain, then 
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the weeds appeared as well. 27And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, 
did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28He 
answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and 
gather them?’ 29But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along 
with them. 30Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the 
reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into 
my barn.’” 36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, 
saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The one who sows 
the good seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the 
kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sowed them is the 
devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are 
collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age.  41The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42and they will 
throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the 
righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!   
 The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  

  Children’s Message 

   Sermon          Pastor Amanda Kempthorne 

 Hymn of the Day – Praise and Thanksgiving  

1. Praise and thanksgiving, God, we would offer for all living, you have made good: 

harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard, hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood.  

2. God, bless the labor we bring to serve you that with our neighbor we may be fed. 

Sowing or tilling, we would work with you, harvesting, milling for daily bread.  

3. Father, providing food for your children, by Wisdom’s guiding teach us to share 

one with another, so that, rejoicing with us, all others may know your care. 

 4. Then will your blessing reach ev’ry people, freely confessing your gracious hand. 

Where you are reigning, no one will hunger; your love sustaining showers the land. 

 Baptism of Riley Matthew Nassuk  

 Presentation to the Congregation and Profession of Faith  

Do you believe in God the Father?  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?   I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?   I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen.  

 Thanksgiving at the Baptismal Font and Baptism of Riley  

 Celebration of Gifts and Congregation Welcome 
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Let us welcome the newly baptized. We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the 
mission we share: join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s 
creative and redeeming word to all the world.   

MEAL 

 Prayers of God’s People--Each petition ends “Lord in your mercy,” please respond: hear 

our prayer. 

  Offering  

 By mail: Lord of Life Lutheran, 1005 St. Nicholas Drive, North Pole, AK 99705  

 “Giving” Tab on our website: lordoflifeak.com or the QR Code  → 

 Phone app: download “Give Plus Church” search by zip 99705, choose Lord of 

Life, and follow the easy instructions.  

 Offering Hymn  - Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal  

1.  Bread of life, our host and meal, Jesus, feed us. Christ, by faith, to see and feel, feed us with 

your love.  

2.  Bread now break and wine now pour, Jesus, feed us. Make us one, our hope restore; feed us 

with your love.    

3.  Grant forgiveness in the feast—Jesus, feed us—for the greatest and the least; feed us with 

your love.  

4.  Thank you for this gift we share. Jesus, feed us. Save God’s children ev’rywhere; feed us with 

your love. 

Offering Prayer: God of all goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your 

faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. Water and word, wine and bread; these are the 
signs of your abundant grace. Nourish us through these gifts, that we might proclaim 
your steadfast love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our 
strength and our song. Amen. 

 Communion: We will take communion during the Words of Institution, please listen for 

those instructions. 

We pray together with confidence the prayer our Lord Jesus taught us to pray,  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen.  

SEND 

 Announcements 

We have donations coming in for our wood ministry; contact Pastor Amanda or Jo in the office if 
you can help! We have a truck—need chainsaws and people! 

http://www.lordoflifeak.com/giving


 

5 

A link was sent recently to receive Christ in Our Home daily devotionals via email. Didn’t see it? 
Check your Junk folder. It’s a limited time offer. 

Bible study has resumed Mondays at 10am, kitchen level at the church, with masks (as we enter) 
and then physical distance to ensure everyone’s safety.  

 Sending Hymn - For the Fruit of All Creation 

1. For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God.  

For these gifts to ev’ry nation, thanks be to God.  

For the plowing, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping, 

future needs in earth’s safekeeping, thanks be to God. 

2. In the just reward of labor, God’s will is done. 

In the help we give our neighbor, God’s will is done. 

In our worldwide task of caring for the hungry and despairing, 

In the harvests we are sharing, God’s will is done. 

3. For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God. 

For the good we all inherit, thanks be to God. 

For the wonders that astound us, for the truths that still confound us, 

most of all that love has found us, thanks be to God. 

  Blessing (from Romans 8:38-39) and Dismissal 

L: Go in peace, Christ is with you.  C: Thanks be to God.  

Special Thanks to... 

Worship Leaders: 
    Carol Hughes, our gracious and giving pianist  
    Cheryl Park, our Scripture reader 
    Usher volunteers: We need 2 every Sunday: 1 for the lawn, 1 for cars 

Fran Hradecky and Nancy Uptgraft for their help setting up for worship these past weeks 

The people behind the scenes:     
Jason Kempthorne for mixing the sound     
Camera operator so people can worship with us online!  
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