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Welcome! Words in bold are said together. Today’s music is from With One Voice hymnal. 

Children are always welcome - they worship God too! Cloth bags with quiet activities are by the 
stairs to keep them engaged during worship. Our nursery is at the bottom of the stairs, to the left. 

Greeting  

Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. Congregation: And also with you. 

 The Lord’s Prayer 

We pray together with confidence the prayer our Lord Jesus taught us to pray,  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.   

 Confession and Forgiveness  

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
C: Amen.  

L: Let us return to God, confessing our sin the assurance of God’s abiding love. (silence for 
reflection) 

L: Compassionate One, C: you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, but our 
lives do not always reflect your love for the world. We do not show others the tender 
compassion you have shown to us. We do not welcome others with the radical 
hospitality you grant to all people. We oppress others, even though you have set us 
free again and again. We squander the abundant gifts of the earth. Transform our lives 
and guide us again in the way of the cross. Amen. 

L: Beloved in Christ, God’s arms are always stretched open wide to welcome home the wandering 
ones. In + Christ your sins are forgiven. You have a place in God’s house forever.  C: Amen. 

 Gathering Hymn – Here in This Place #718 WOV 

1.   Here in this place new light is streaming, now is the darkness vanished away; 

see in this space our fears and our dreamings brought here to you in the light of this day. 
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, gather us in, the blind and the lame; 
Call to us now, and we shall awaken, we shall arise at the sound of our name. 

2.   We are the young, our lives are a myst’ry, we are the old who yearn for your face; 
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We have been sung throughout all of hist’ry, called to be light to the whole human race. 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
Give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, Give us the courage to enter the song 

3.  Here we will take the wine and the water, here we will take the bread of new birth, 
here you shall call your sons and your daughters, Call us anew to be salt for the earth.  
Give us to drink the wine of compassion, give us to eat the bread that is you;  
nourish us well, and teach us to fashion lives that are holy and hearts that are true 

4.  Not in the dark of buildings confining, not in some heaven, light years away 
here in this place the new light is shining, now is the kingdom, and now is the day. 
Gather us in and hold us forever, gather us in and make us your own; 
gather us in, all peoples together, fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 

 Prayer of the Day — God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you 

embrace us all with your mercy. By our baptism clothe us with garments of your grace, 
and feed us at the table of your love, through Jesus, Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Scripture Readings  

Joshua 5:9-12  p. 171 
9The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.” And so that 
place is called Gilgal to this day. 10While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the 
passover in the evening on the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. 11On the day 
after the passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and 
parched grain. 12The manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites 
no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year.  
 Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 32  p. 440 
1Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.  
2Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no 
deceit.  
3While I kept silence, my body wasted away through my groaning all day long.  
4For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by the 
heat of summer.  
5Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not hide my iniquity; I said, “I will confess my 
transgressions to the Lord,” and you forgave the guilt of my sin.  
6Therefore let all who are faithful offer prayer to you; at a time of distress, the rush of 
mighty waters shall not reach them.  
7You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; you surround me with glad cries of 
deliverance.  
8I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go; I will counsel you with my 
eye upon you.  
9Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding, whose temper must be curbed with bit 
and bridle, else it will not stay near you.  
10Many are the torments of the wicked, but steadfast love surrounds those who trust 
in the Lord.  
ALL: 11Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy, all you upright in 
heart.  
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2 Corinthians 5:16-21  p. 940 
16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once 
knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in 
Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 
18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of 
reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 20So we are 
ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of 
Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of God. Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation (sung) p. 102, setting 1 

 *Please stand for the reading of the gospel. 

 The holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32  p. 850 
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2And the Pharisees and 
the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 3So he 
told them this parable: 11Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger of 
them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he 
divided his property between them. 13A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and 
traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14When he 
had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in 
need. 15So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to 
his fields to feed the pigs. 16He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were 
eating; and no one gave him anything. 17But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my 
father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18I will get 
up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 
you; 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.”’ 20So 
he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled 
with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 21Then the son said to him, 
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son.’ 22But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on 
him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us 
eat and celebrate; 24for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ 
And they began to celebrate. 25“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and 
approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 26He called one of the slaves and asked what 
was going on. 27He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, 
because he has got him back safe and sound.’ 28Then he became angry and refused to go in. His 
father came out and began to plead with him. 29But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these 
years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet 
you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But when 
this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the 
fatted calf for him!’ 31Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is 
mine is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and 
has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’”   

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  

Children’s Message 
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Sermon           David Ingram 

 Hymn of the Day – Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness #684 WOV 

Refrain: Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness calling and free; 
    Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

1.   You moved on the waters, you called to the deep, 

then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep; 
and over the eons you called to each thing; 
“Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings.” Refrain. 

2.   You swept through the desert, you stung with the sand, 

and you goaded your people with a law and a land; 
and when they were blinded with idols and lies, 
then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes. Refrain. 

3.  You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill, 
then you whispered in silence when the whole world was still; 
and down in the city you called once again, 
when you blew through your people on the rush of the wind. Refrain. 

4.  You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes. 
From bondage of sorrow all the captives dream dreams; 
our women see visions, our men clear their eyes. 
With bold new decisions your people arise. Refrain.

 Apostle’s Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 Prayers of God’s People   

Each petition ends “Lord, in your mercy,” please respond: hear our prayer. 

 Sharing the Peace – L: The love of God poured into our hearts, the saving grace of 
Jesus Christ, and the abundant life of the Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you. 

Offering  

 Mail: Lord of Life Lutheran Church, 1005 St. Nicholas Drive, North Pole, AK 

99705  
 Online: “giving” tab at www.lordoflifeak.com/giving or the QR Code  → 

 Phone app: download “Give Plus Church” search by zip 99705, choose Lord of 

Life, and follow the instructions. Giving is secure. 

 Offering Hymn – Precious Lord #731 WOV 

1.    Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand, 
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I am tired, I am weak, I am worn. 
Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light. 
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home. 

2.    When my way grows drear, precious Lord, linger near, 
when my life is almost gone, 
hear my cry, hear my call, hold my hand lest I fall. 
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home. 

3.    When the darkness appears and the night draws near, 
and the day is past and gone, 
at the river I stand, guide my feet, hold my hand. 
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home. 

Offering Prayer – Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures among 

us, opening your heart to the world. As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, 
deepen our commitment to sharing those treasures with others, through our Savior, 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 The Great Thanksgiving p. 107 

Holy, Holy, Holy p. 108 

 Christ’s Words of Institution and Communion   

Invitation to Communion 

L: All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread. 

Post Communion Prayer 

L: Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us new. Send us now to set 
tables of love and grace in our communities, that your liberating love might nourish the world 
into freedom, in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen. 

 Announcements 

• Wednesdays in Lent: 6:30pm Soup Supper/7pm Worship 
• New! Spring devotional books in book rack near church offices 
• Easter dates: Apr 13 Palm Sunday; Apr 17 Maundy Thursday; Apr 18 Good 

Friday; Apr 20 Easter Sunday 
• Coming up: Apr 25-27 Synod Assembly at Joy Lutheran Church, Eagle River; 

Apr 30 Fairbanks Mission NOLO Dinner/Auction 

 Sending Hymn – Borning Cry #770 

1.   I was there to hear your borning cry, I’ll be there when you are old. 
I rejoiced the day you were baptized, to see your life unfold. 
I was there when you were but a child, with a faith to suit you well; 
in a blaze of light you wandered off to find where demons dwell. 

2.  When you heard the wonder of the Word I was there to cheer you on; 
you were raised to praise the living Lord, to whom you now belong. 
If you find someone to share your time and you join your hearts as one;  
I’ll be there to make your verses rhyme from dusk till rising sun.  
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3.   In the middle ages of your life, not too old, no longer young,  
I’ll be there to guide you through the night, complete what I’ve begun. 
When the evening gently closes in and you shut your weary eyes, 
I’ll be there as I have always been with just one more surprise. 

4.  I was there to hear your borning cry, I’ll be there when you are old. 
I rejoiced the day you were baptized, to see your life unfold. 

 Blessing 

L: God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the reconciling Spirit + bless you now and 
forever. C: Amen. 

Dismissal 

L: Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you. C: Thanks be to God!   

Special Thanks to...    
Assistant Minister,    Reader,  
Usher(s)/Acolyte, Keil Family  Greeters, Paula Fritsche 
Video,      PowerPoint, Eileen Dubowski 
Communion Prep, Eileen Dubowski Fellowship,  

Birthdays & Anniversaries...  
3-30 Tim Schackman 
4-1 Missy & Dan Rees 
4-3 Lisa & Sean Garrison 


