
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II 

FEBRUARY 1, 2026 
10:00 AM 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Quiet before the service helps us to mark sacred space and time.  Please use this time to prayerfully prepare 
for worship. Please remember to silence your cell phone. 

The Liturgy of the Word 

Opening Voluntary                               Merifield                            (Janet Correll) 

Entrance Hymn #555, Standing, sung by all                        Lead on, O King eternal 

Opening Sentences Standing 

Celebrant Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever.  Amen. 

Collect for Purity 
Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Canticle 13 #S-236, Sung by all  

Collect of the Day 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you.                  
Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth: 
Mercifully hear the supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your 
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Lesson, Micah 6:1-8 

Hear what the LORD says:  Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let 
the hills hear your voice.  Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, 
and you enduring foundations of the earth; for the LORD has a controversy 
with his people, and he will contend with Israel.  “O my people, what have I 
done to you?  In what have I wearied you? Answer me!  For I brought you up 
from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I 
sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.  O my people, remember now 
what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 

and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts 
of the LORD.”  “With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself 



before God on high?  Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, with 
calves a year old?  Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with 
tens of thousands of rivers of oil?  Shall I give my firstborn for my 
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”  He has told you, 
O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do 
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 15, Sung by all 

 
1. Lord who may dwell in your  |  tabernacle? * 
  who may abide up –  |  on your holy hill? 

2. Whoever leads a blameless life, and does  |  what is right, * 
  who speaks the  |  truth from his heart. 

3. There is no guile upon his tongue; 
 he does no evil  |  to his friend; * 
  he does not heap contempt up –  |  on his neigh – bor. 

4. In his sight the wicked  |  is rejected, * 
  but he honors  |  those who fear the Lord. 

5. He has sworn to  |  do no wrong, * 
  and does  |  not take back his word. 

6. He does not give his money in  |  hope of gain, * 
  he does not take a bribe a -  |  gainst the innocent. 

7. Whoever  |  does these things * 
  shall never  |  be overthrown. 

 



The Epistle, 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to 
us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I will 
destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will 
thwart.”  Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For 
since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, 
God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who 
believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim 
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to 
those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and 
the wisdom of God. For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 
God's weakness is stronger than human strength.  Consider your own call, 
brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not 
many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is 
foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world 
to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, things 
that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, so that no one might boast 
in the presence of God. He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who 
became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in 
the Lord.” 

Lector  The Word of the Lord.       
People  Thanks be to God.  

Sequence Hymn #593, Standing, sung by all      

                                                                       Lord, make us servants of your peace 

The Holy Gospel                                           Matthew 5:1-12 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.   

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, 
his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:  
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.   “Blessed 
are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.   “Blessed are the meek, for 
they will inherit the earth.   “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they will be filled.   “Blessed are the merciful, for they will 



receive mercy.   “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.  
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.   “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute 
you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.  Rejoice and 
be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you." 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.                   
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon                The Rev. Deacon Taylor Johnson 

The Nicene Creed, Standing                             BCP 358 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true 
God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through 
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance 
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he 
is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in 
one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People                                                                    BCP 387 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;    

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

 



We pray for Sean, our Presiding Bishop; Glenda, our Bishop; for our Bishop-
Elect and for a smooth Bishop transition; Susan, our Interim Rector; Taylor, our 
Deacon; Bob and Sam, our retired clergy; Lauren, our missioner in Kenya; for 
our staff, vestry, and laity; and for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.  

We pray for our president, Donald; our vice president, JD; our governor, Kay; our 
mayor, Ranae; and for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the 
world; 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

We pray for The Church of England; our companion Diocese of Honduras and 
their Bishop, Lloyd; Diocesan Convention; Department of Mission and 
Outreach; Parish Administrators; Parish Vestries; for the Food Bank of North 
Alabama, First Stop, Episcopal Relief and Development; Sawyerville; Huntsville 
Assistance Program; for peace in Ukraine, and the Middle East.  Give us grace to 
do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight.  

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.  

Let us pray for our own needs and for those of others.  

The Celebrant adds a concluding collect.  

Confession of Sin 
Deacon Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Deacon and People 

Most merciful God, 
We confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  



We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 
you in eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace Standing 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

Welcome 

Offertory Anthem, Sung by Choir                         Saw You Never in the Twilight 
                                                                                              (Susan Calvin Fletcher) 

Presentation Hymn 380  Standing, sung by all           The Doxology (vs. 3) 

The Holy Communion 
 

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer B                                  BCP 367 
The people remain standing. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People         We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth…Therefore we praise you, 
joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus #S-130 Sung by all 

 



Standing or kneeling 

Celebrant   We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you 
have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in 
your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, 
Jesus, your Son.  For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the 
Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have 
brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into 
life.  On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 
said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me." After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had 
given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my 
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

People   We remember his death 
            We proclaim his resurrection, 
            We await his coming in glory; 

Celebrant  And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of 
all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.  We pray you, 
gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to 
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified 
by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your 
Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with St. Matthew and all 
your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the 
Church, and the author of our salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 
for ever. Amen.  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 



The Lord’s Prayer, Said by all                                                                  BCP 364 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

Fraction Anthem #S-164, Sung by all 

Invitation to Communion 
Regardless of the denomination of your baptism, you are invited to receive Holy Communion in the 
Episcopal Church.  If you wish to receive a blessing, please come to the altar rail and cross your arms over 
your chest.  If you are interested in being baptized please speak with the clergy after the service or contact the 
church office. 

Communion Hymn #471                           We sing the praise of him who died 

Communion Hymn #437          Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 

The Postcommunion Prayer  Said by all, standing or kneeling                               BCP 365 

Celebrant    Let us pray. 
People        Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us 
as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us 
with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now 
into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and 
serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

The Blessing, all standing  

Closing Hymn #441, Standing, sung by all                 In the cross of Christ I glory 

The Dismissal 
Deacon       Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  

Voluntary                                    Psalm XIX                           (Benedetto Marcello) 

☩ ☩ ☩ 

 



Remember in your prayers this week: 

Bill Byrd, Chuck, Lorna, and Roy Vickers, Dottie Aldredge, Gina Centanni, Terry 

Schuster, David Osmond, Anna Post, Bev Ryberg, David Newton, Jane Prince, 

Mary Travers, Anne Sullivan, Judy Elkins, Lynda Johnston, Bob & Eileen 

Bogard, Roger & Rhoda Kitchen, Brenda Kirkendall, Chris King, Eileen Lewis, 

Molly Killian, Trudie Gruman, Ray and Shirley White, George and Sandra 

Burgess, Norm Smith, Keith Ulrich, Tyron Newton, Clarissa Dozier, Darryl 

Carpenter, Carmen M. Colon, Robert Sampson, Deborah Harrison, Dennis and 

Beth Blanco, Scott Cechovic, Beau Womack, Joan East, Jeff Anderson, Barbara 

Combs, Robby Brueggeman. 

Also pray for our friends and family members, especially: 

Brenda Anderson, Diana Parks, Martha Bergmann, Chuck Sewell, Wes Patterson, 

Mike Rice, Richard Hattoway, Jenny Williams, Rosie Brown, Jewell Newton,   

Ginger Eich, Catherine S. Williams, Joe Allen, Caroline Thomas, Elyssa Nelson, 

Bill Fischer, Sally Flanigan, Theresa Richerson, Scott Marbut, Todd Newman, 

Cathy Taveras, Fran Woytowich, BB McCalpin, Stephen Byrd, Bronwen Murray, 

Katie Ray, Peggy Wagner, Joe Frank Trevino, Emmy & Drew Champion, Ron 

Mandelbaum, Dave Knowles, Wade Allen, Emily Nebrig, Bobby Paysinger,   

Barbara Lemley, Steve Sands, Felicia Temple, John David Landin, Mike Bolton, 

Dr. Mark Bronner, Ashley Jenkins, John Freedman, Mark Anderson, Judy Tuck, 

Kathleen Glor, Ann Reid Cronin, Elizabeth Hodges, Jill Kanuchok, Mike 

Mumfrey, Joyce Lewis, Allan Scott, Christine Van Dyke, Christopher Taveras, 

Mike and Suzette Rice, Vaughn Cassell, Shannon Carpenter, Jarilyn Alleman, Jake 

Sowder, Cheryl Lavazza, Margaret McHugh, Shawn and Rachel Blanco, Jane 

Stanland, Wisam Safie, Diego Candia. 

 



Week at a Glance 

   Sunday, Feb. 1   The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

        10:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Nave 

        11:15 AM Annual Meeting, Nave 

        12:15 PM Chili Cookoff, Gruman Hall 

    Monday, Feb. 2  

          5:45 PM Scouting America Troup #628, Amy West 

          6:00 PM The Writer’s Nook, CE 2 

          6:30 PM Bells Angels rehearsal 

   Tuesday, Feb. 3    

          7:00 AM Men’s Breakfast, GH/Kitchen 

          9:30 AM Reunion Group, Kitchen 

          6:00 PM Warden’s Council Meeting, CE 1 

 Wednesday, Feb. 4    

         10:00 AM   Staff Meeting, Gruman Hall 

         11:00 AM   Reunion Group, Gruman Hall/Kitchen 

         12:00 PM   Noon Eucharist, Nave 

          5:30 PM   EYC Pizza Night @ Sam & Greg’s 

          6:00 PM   Choir rehearsal, Nave 

   Thursday, Feb. 5    

          9:30 AM   Ladies Bible Study, Gruman Hall 

     Friday, Feb. 6   Church Office Closed 

  8:30 AM – 12:00 PM Cleaning Service (Church Closed) 

 Saturday, Feb. 7   

  10:00 AM – 3:00 PM Ukrainian Bake/Craft Sale, Gruman Hall 

 

 

Financial offerings are not mandatory; they are an investment in our 

ministries. If you would like to give a one-time offering digitally or setup 
weekly, bi-weekly, or monthly offerings, you are welcome to use the QR 

code here.  



Bulletin Announcements – February 1 

Annual Meeting/Chili Cook-Off – The annual meeting will take place 
immediately following the 10:00 a.m. service this morning and will be followed 
by the annual chili cook-off in Gruman Hall. 

Pledge Envelopes – 2026 pledge envelopes requested during the stewardship 
campaign are available in the narthex. 

Gratitude Committee - Please nominate your fellow volunteers to be included 
on the new Gratitude sign in the narthex.  Check out who we’re recognizing this 
month! 

Christian Formation - If you have Sunday School–aged children, please 
complete a Sunday School Registration & Permission Form. Forms are available 
from Jen Woytowich at christianed1@stmatthewsmadison.org.  

_____________________________________ 
 
SERVING TODAY (10:00 AM) 

PREACHER: The Rev. Deacon Taylor Johnson 

CELEBRANT:  The Rev. Susan Sloan 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC: Tom Killian 
ORGANIST: Susan Fletcher 
ALTAR GUILD:  Kathy Barr, Stacey Bagwell, Donna Kleinjung 
LEM: Jason Vaughn, Kathy Barr 
LECTOR: Susan Fletcher 
EPISTOLER: Alfred Modrall 
INTERCESSOR: Frank Looney 
ACOLYTES: Samantha Jones, Ben Watson, Nora Ramussen, Miles Ramussen 
USHERS: Michael Harrison, Michael Barton 
COUNTERS: Michael Harrison, Sherry Cox 
HOSPITALITY: Kathy Hicks 
NURSERY: Amber Anderson, Mary Brown 
VESTRY OF THE DAY: Randy Centanni 
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