
 

 

St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church 
Madison, Alabama 

 
THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II 
OCTOBER 4, 2026 
8:30 & 11:00 AM 

 
 

The Rev. Emily Rowell Brown, Rector 
The Rev. Taylor Johnson, Associate Rector 

Tom Killian, Music Director 
Susan Fletcher, Organist 

 



 

2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

3 
 

Quiet before the service helps us to mark sacred space and time.  Please use this time to 
prayerfully prepare for worship. Please remember to silence your cell phone. 

 

Elements marked with * are included in the 11:00 am worship service. 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 
The Prelude Love Unknown (Ireland/Stearns) 

Processional Hymn #658  As longs the deer for cooling streams 

Opening Sentences, Standing  BCP 355 
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
Collect for Purity 
Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Gloria, #S-236, *Sung by all 
Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; 
you are worthy of praise; glory to you. 
Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; 
on the throne of your majesty, glory to you. 
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
Glory to you, beholding the depths; 
in the high vault of heaven, glory to you. 
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
Collect of the Day 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you.              
Celebrant Let us pray. 
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Almighty and ever living God, we thank you for your love in all creation, 
and especially for your gift of water to sustain and cleanse all life. Christ 
is the living water, cleansing, refreshing, and making all things new. So 
now we offer our thanks for the waters that bring beauty to all that we 
enjoy, the wild places, the bush, the mountains, coast and the sea. We 
give thanks and praise for all good lands, for the trees and pastures, for 
our plentiful crops, and for the living water that quenches them. Amen. 
The Lesson, Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 
A Reading from the Book of Exodus. 
Then God spoke all these words: I am the LORD your God, who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 
you shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for 
yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven 
above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under 
the earth. You shall not make wrongful use of the name of 
the LORD your God, for the LORD will not acquit anyone who 
misuses his name. Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For 
six days you shall labor and do all your work. Honor your father and 
your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that 
the LORD your God is giving you. You shall not murder. You shall 
not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear false 
witness against your neighbor. You shall not covet your neighbor’s 
house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female 
slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound 
of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking, they were afraid and 
trembled and stood at a distance, and said to Moses, “You speak to 
us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, or we will die.” 
Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid; for God has come only 
to test you and to put the fear of him upon you so that you do not 
sin.” 
Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 19 
1 1 The heavens declare the glory of God, * 

and the firmament shows his handiwork. 
2 One day tells its tale to another, * 

and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
3 Although they have no words or language, * 

and their voices are not heard, 
4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, * 

and their message to the ends of the world. 
5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; * 

it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 

6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens 
and runs about to the end of it again; * 
nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 

7 The law of the LORD is perfect 
and revives the soul; * 
the testimony of the LORD is sure 
and gives wisdom to the innocent. 

8 The statutes of the LORD are just 
and rejoice the heart; * 
the commandment of the LORD is clear 
and gives light to the eyes. 

9 The fear of the LORD is clean 
and endures for ever; * 
the judgments of the LORD are true 
and righteous altogether. 

10 More to be desired are they than gold, 
more than much fine gold, * 
sweeter far than honey, 
than honey in the comb. 

11 By them also is your servant enlightened, * 
and in keeping them there is great reward. 

12 Who can tell how often he offends? * 
cleanse me from my secret faults. 
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13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; 
let them not get dominion over me; * 
then shall I be whole and sound, 
and innocent of a great offense. 

14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 
heart be acceptable in your sight, * 
O LORD, my strength and my redeemer. 

The Epistle, Philippians 3:4b-14 
 

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Philippians. 
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 
circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of 
the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a 
Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness 
under the law, blameless. Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come 
to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I regard 
everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and 
I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be 
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from 
the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness 
from God based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his 
resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in 
his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the 
goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has 
made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my 
own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining 
forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of 
the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 
Lector  The Word of the Lord.   
People Thanks be to God.  
Sequence Hymn #458, Standing, sung by all  My song is love unknown (v. 1, 2, 7) 

The Holy Gospel, Matthew 21:33-46 
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
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People Glory to you, Lord Christ.   
Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who 
planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and 
built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another 
country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the 
tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and 
beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other 
slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. 
Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 
But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is 
the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ So they seized 
him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the 
owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 
They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, 
and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce 
at the harvest time.” Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the 
scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from 
you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. 
The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will 
crush anyone on whom it falls.” When the chief priests and the 
Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about 
them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because 
they regarded him as a prophet. 
Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.               
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
The Sermon  The Rev. Emily Rowell Brown 

The Nicene Creed, Standing  BCP 358 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, 
Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all 
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things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from 
the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the 
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has 
spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 
The Prayers of the People, Form III                                       BCP 387 
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;    
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
We pray for Sean, our Presiding Bishop; for Richard, our Bishop; for 
Emily and Taylor, our clergy; for Bob and Sam, our retired clergy; for 
our staff, vestry, and laity; and for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.  
We pray for our president, Donald; our vice president, JD; our governor, 
Kay; our mayor, Ranae; and for all who govern and hold authority in the 
nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
We pray for our Companion Diocese of Honduras and for their bishop, 
Lloyd; for the Food Bank of North Alabama; for First Stop; for the 
Episcopal Relief and Development; for Sawyerville; for the Huntsville 
Assistance Program; for the National Children’s Advocacy Center; for 
peace in Ukraine and the Middle East. Give us grace to do your will in all 
that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight.  
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We pray for those who are in areas of conflict and disaster who are in 
harm’s way. Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or 
trouble. 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
Give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy, especially 
Frances Nicholson Byrd Currie; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.  
Let us pray for our own needs and for those of others.  
The Celebrant adds a concluding collect. 

Confession of Sin  BCP 360 
Deacon Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Minister and People 
Most merciful God, 
We confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
The Priest stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of 
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

*Children’s Homily 

The Peace, Standing 
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Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
Welcome and Announcements 
The Offertory 
Instrumental Offertory (8:30) Venite (John Leavitt) 
Choral Offertory (11:00) Wondrous Love (arr. Arlen Clarke) 

 

Presentation Hymn #380, Standing, sung by all     The Doxology (vs. 3) 

The Holy Communion 
The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer B                     BCP 367 
The people remain standing. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People         We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth…Therefore 
we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name: 
Sanctus #S-130, *Sung by all 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 

Financial offerings are not mandatory; they are expressions of our thanksgiving 
towards God and an investment in St. Matthew's ministries. If you would like 
to give a one-time offering digitally, you may use the QR code here. Many who 
give choose to set up a recurring gift (a “pledge”). To pledge, email our office at 
office@stmatthewsmadison.org. 
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Standing or kneeling 
Celebrant   We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love 
which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to 
be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above 
all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you 
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and 
Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and 
made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of 
error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. On 
the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me." After supper he took the cup of wine; and 
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all 
of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 
for the remembrance of me." 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
Celebrant and People           
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
Celebrant   And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O 
Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this 
wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these 
gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood 
of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may 
be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring 
us to that heavenly country where, with Matthew and all your saints, we 
may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the 
Church, and the author of our salvation. By him, and with him, and in 
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever.  Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
The Lord’s Prayer, Said by all  BCP 364 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
8:30 only 
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
*Fraction Anthem #S-164, Sung by all 
Jesus, Lamb of God: have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer, redeemer of the world: 
Give us your peace, give us your peace. 
Invitation to Communion 
You are invited to receive communion in the Episcopal Church. If you wish to receive a blessing, 
please come to the altar rail and cross your arms over your chest. If you are interested in being 
baptized, please speak with the clergy after the service or contact the church office. If you would 
like clergy to bring communion to you, please notify an usher. 
During the distribution of communion, anyone who would like is invited to light one of the 
candles located in the back right transept as a symbol of prayer. 
Communion Hymn #394  Creating God, your fingers trace 
Communion Hymn #337  And now, O Father, mindful of the love 

The Postcommunion Prayer, Said by all, standing or kneeling              BCP 365 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
People Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously 
accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his 
Body and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant 
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
The Blessing, All standing  
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Closing Hymn #546  Awake, my soul, stretch every nerve 

The Dismissal 
Deacon Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  
The Postlude Voluntary (William Boyce) 

☩ ☩ ☩ 
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Remember in your prayers this week:  Jeff Anderson, Bob Bogard, 
Daryl Carpenter, Gina Centanni, Carmen M. Colon, Barbara Combs, 
Joan East, Molly Killian, Eileen Lewis, Sam McClain, David Newton, 
Jane Prince, Anne Sullivan, Mary Travers, Chuck, Lorna, and Roy 
Vickers, and Ray and Shirley White. 

Also pray for our friends and family members, especially: Ginger Eich, 
Anthony Hardin, Catherine Ott, Diana Parks, Mike Rice, Suzette Rice, 
Cathy Rasnick, Cathy Taveras, Christopher Taveras, Fran Woytowich, 
Angela Loehr and family. 

For the departed, especially: Frances Nicholson Byrd Currie  

 
The names placed on our prayer list are held in prayer by this parish 
throughout the week. We are happy to include all prayer requests. Names 
will remain on the list for four weeks. Please contact the office or clergy if 
you desire a name to remain on after four weeks or to be removed 
sooner. Apart from prayers for the departed, we ask that you have the 
person's permission before adding them to the list. 
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SERVING TODAY (8:30 AM) 
PREACHER: The Rev. Emily Rowell Brown 
CELEBRANT: The Rev. Taylor Johnson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC: Tom Killian 
ORGANIST: Susan Fletcher 
ALTAR GUILD:  Al Turner 
LEM: Barbara Carpenter, Kristie Scheuer 
LECTOR:  Jeanne Burch 
CRUCIFER: Kristie Scheuer 
USHERS: Angel Utt, Dennis Utt 
MEDIA MINISTRY: Geoff Beech 
HOSPITALITY: Kathy Hicks 
COUNTERS: Jeff Cooper, Cindy Byrd 
NURSERY: Amber Anderson, Mary Brown  
VESTRY OF THE DAY: Rebecca Franz 

__________________________________ 
 
SERVING TODAY (11:00 AM): 
PREACHER: The Rev. Emily Rowell Brown 
CELEBRANT: The Rev. Taylor Johnson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC: Tom Killian 
ORGANIST: Susan Fletcher 
ALTAR GUILD: Stacey Bagwell 
LEM: Jason Vaughn, Sheila Weaver, Terry Sampson 
LECTOR: Jeff Anderson 
EPISTOLER: Margaret Peterson 
INTERCESSOR: Paul Marques 
CRUCIFER: Carter Bagwell 
GOSPELER: Samantha Jones 
USHERS: Nancy Snell, Michael Barton 
MEDIA MINISTRY: Larry Stanberry 
HOSPITALITY: Terry Sampson 
COUNTERS: Melissa Barton, Alinda Coiner 
NURSERY: Amber Anderson, Mary Brown 
VESTRY OF THE DAY: Rebecca Franz 

LIVE STREAM SERVICE REMINDER – Please be mindful that the 11:00 
am service is live-streamed every week.  Therefore, names may be audible, and 
faces may be visible to anyone watching online. 


