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Holy Eucharist Rite II 
 

The Prelude      “God’s Time Is Best” (J. S. Bach)   Organist 
 

The Entrance Rite 
 

Opening Hymn: #401          “The God Of Abraham Praise” 
 

Opening Acclamation, all standing 
Celebrant   Blessed be God: ☩ Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People       And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Collect for Purity, prayed by the Celebrant 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
     
Gloria, #S-280   The following is sung, all standing 
Glory to God in the highest,  

and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father,  

we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world:  

have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

receive our prayer. 



For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High,  

Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
Collect of the Day 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People         And also with you.                 
Celebrant Let us pray.                    
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our 
learning: Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly 
digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed 
hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior 
Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Liturgy of the Word   

The First Reading                Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18   
A Reading from the Book of Zephaniah.  

Be silent before the Lord God! For the day of the Lord is at hand; 
the Lord has prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests. At 
that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the 
people who rest complacently on their dregs, those who say in their 
hearts, “The Lord will not do good, nor will he do harm.” Their 
wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. Though they 
build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant 
vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them. The great day of the 
Lord is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the day of the 



Lord is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there. That day will be a day 
of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, 
a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, a 
day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities and 
against the lofty battlements. I will bring such distress upon people 
that they shall walk like the blind; their blood shall be poured out 
like dust, and their flesh like dung. Neither their silver nor their gold 
will be able to save them on the day of the Lord's wrath; in the fire 
of his passion the whole earth shall be consumed; for a full, a terrible 
end he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.  

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God.  
 

The Psalm           Psalm 90:1-8, 12 

1 Lord, you have been our refuge * 
from one generation to another. 

2 Before the mountains were brought forth, 
or the land and the earth were born, * 
from age to age you are God. 

3 You turn us back to the dust and say, * 
"Go back, O child of earth." 

4 For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it 
is past * 
and like a watch in the night. 

5 You sweep us away like a dream; * 
we fade away suddenly like the grass. 

6 In the morning it is green and flourishes; * 
in the evening it is dried up and withered. 



7 For we consume away in your displeasure; * 
we are afraid because of your wrathful indignation. 

8 Our iniquities you have set before you, * 
and our secret sins in the light of your countenance. 

12 So teach us to number our days * 
that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. 

 

The Epistle                         1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians.  

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you 
do not need to have anything written to you. For you yourselves 
know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the 
night. When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden 
destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a 
pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you, beloved, are 
not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are 
all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night 
or of darkness. So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us 
keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at night, and 
those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to the 
day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and 
for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has destined us not for 
wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live 
with him. Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, 
as indeed you are doing. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God.  
 

 



Sequence Hymn: #9       “Awake, Awake To Love And Work!” (vs 4-6) 

The Holy Gospel                   Matthew 25:14-30 

Deacon ☩The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.   

Jesus said, “It is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his 
slaves and entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five 
talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his 
ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five 
talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more 
talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two 
more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off 
and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a 
long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with 
them. Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, 
bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me 
five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ His master said to 
him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been 
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; 
enter into the joy of your master.’ And the one with the two talents 
also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two 
talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ His master said to him, 
‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy 
in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into 
the joy of your master.’ Then the one who had received the one 
talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a 
harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you 
did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent 
in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his master replied, 



‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I 
did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to 
have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would 
have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent 
from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those 
who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but 
from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken 
away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 

The Sermon                   Deacon Lynn 
 

The Nicene Creed, all standing  

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 



        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the ☩ resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People       Form VI        

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.  

For all people in their daily life and work; For our families, 
friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

For our president, Joe, our vice president, Kamala, our governor, 
Kay, and our mayor, Paul; for this community, the nation, and the 
world; For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 
For the just and proper use of your creation; For the victims of 
hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 



For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; For 
those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; For all who 
proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and Glenda and Brian our 
Bishops; for Chris, our rector; Dillon, our associate rector; Lynn, 
our deacon; Karen, our postulant for Holy Orders; Lauren, our 
missioner to Kenya; for Steve, Sam and Bob, our retired clergy; for 
our staff, vestry, and laity, and for all bishops and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 

For the Church of the Province of Myanmar; for our companion 
Diocese of Honduras and their bishop, Lloyd; Global Ties; 
Episcopal Migration Ministries; for the people of Ukraine; and 
for the leaders of Israel and Palestine, that they may actively seek 
the welfare of all people, putting aside the hatred and violence 
resulting from past conflicts and past wrongs. 
 
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.        
The People may add their own petitions 

Hear us, Lord; For your mercy is great. 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.       
The People may add their own thanksgivings 

We will exalt you, O God our King; And praise your Name for 
ever and ever. 

We pray for ☩ all who have died, that they may have a place in 
your eternal kingdom. 
The People may add their own petitions 



Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; Who put their trust 
in you. 

The Celebrant concludes with a Collect.  

Confession of Sin 
Deacon       Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Minister and People 
Most merciful God, 
We confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Priest stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, ☩forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and 
by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
The Peace, all standing 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People         And also with you. 
 

The Welcome & Announcements 
 

Offertory  “Blessed Assurance” (Knapp/Bach/arr. Dobrinski)   Bells’ Angels, handbells 



The Doxology          Hymn #380 (vs.3) 

The Liturgy of the Table 
 

The Great Thanksgiving    Eucharistic Prayer C 
The people remain standing. 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People         And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People         It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
The Celebrant continues, 
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory 
and praise. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of 
interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and 
this fragile earth, our island home. 
By your will they were created and have their being. 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and 
blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers 
of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; 
and we turned against one another. 
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and 
sages you revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time 
you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to 
open for us the way of freedom and peace.         



By his blood, he reconciled us.  By his wounds, we are 
healed. 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with 
prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every 
generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them 
your glory, in their unending hymn: 

Sanctus & Benedictus, Hymn #S-130  

Celebrant and People                    
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,             
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,        
Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.           
Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna in the highest.           
☩Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.        
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 

The Celebrant continues 
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a 
new people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke 
the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 



Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you 
this sacrifice of thanksgiving,                 
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day 
of his coming. 

Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand 
at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of 
coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for 
pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy 
Communion make us ☩ one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may 
worthily serve the world in his name.               
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our 
great High Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your 
Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to 
generation. AMEN. 

The Celebrant then continues               

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant                    

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 



    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
The priest breaks the consecrated bread.   A period of silence is kept. 
 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People         Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Fraction Anthem, Hymn #S-164 
Jesus Lamb of God: have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer, redeemer of the world:  
Give us your peace, give us your peace. 
 
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in 

remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him 
in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 
 

Communion Hymn:    “Rejoice, The Lord Is King”    Bells’ Angels, handbells 
        
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as 
living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed 
us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send 
us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to 
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 



The Blessing, all standing  
 

Hymn: #390                “Praise To The Lord, The Almighty”  
 
 

The Dismissal 
Deacon Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of 

the Spirit. 
People  Thanks be to God.  
 

Postlude     Psalm XIX  (Benedetto Marcello)                     Organist 

 
☩ ☩ ☩  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11/19/23 Servers   
Vestry of the Day:   Lisa       
Nursery:    Anderson/Brown     
Ushers:    Stagner/R Sampson       
Readers:               L Lanier/B Loshuertos/M Harrison            
LEMs:    Carpenter       
Counters:    Mack/Byrd    
Acolytes:   A Utt/V Mullins/B Watson/B Mullins  



PRAYER NEEDS:  Please pray for St. Matthews’s members who are distressed in body, mind, 
or spirit: Norm Smith, Bill Byrd, Chuck Vickers, Dottie Aldredge, Gina Centanni, Terry 
Schuster, George & Sandra Burgess, Ray & Shirley White, Canellia Patterson, David 
Osmond, Colleen Turner, Dick Pendleton, Anna Post, Bev Ryberg, David Newton, 
Jane Prince, the King family, Mary Travers, Eric & Mel Seemann, Marie Lutz, Josie 
Cooper, Anne Sullivan, Judy Elkins, Lynda Johnston, David Lawrence, Rebecca Franz, 
Maurice Hale, Jack Brown, Bob & Eileen Bogard, Tyron Newton, Roger & Rhoda 
Kitchen, Maurice Hale, Scott Martin, Lynn Beasley, Diane Loehr, Pamela Muery, 
Roberta Anderson, Janice Combs. Also pray for our friends and family members, especially:   
Nancy Laws, Brenda Anderson, Diana Parks, Martha Bergmann, Chuck Sewell, Wes 
Patterson, Mike Rice, Samantha Rice, Richard Hattoway, Jenny Williams, Rosie Brown, 
Jack Cooper, Michael & Nancy Laws, Jewell Newton, Ginger Eich, Catherine S. 
Williams, Joe Allen, Caroline Thomas, Elyssa Nelson, Vaughn Cassell, Bill Fischer, Sally 
Flanigan, Theresa Richerson, family of Madison Gilbert, Scott Marbut, Todd Newman, 
Jessica Goodwin, Cathy Taveras, Taylor Christopher, Fran Woytowich, BB McCalpin, 
Bob & Peggy Wagner, Nancy Ford, Stephen Byrd, Bronwen Murray, Katie Ray, Sherry 
Sampson, Kate Winkler, Joe Frank Trevino, Emmy & Drew Champion, Ron 
Mandelbaum, Kim Right.   
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
 
Please complete and return this form to the church office or place in the offering collection 
plate NO LATER THAN Sunday, December  17th if you would like to provide a poinsettia 
for the church at Christmas, or a contribution to help with the cost of greening/decor.  
 
YOUR NAME: ___________________________________________PHONE #________________ 
Please print YOUR name(s) exactly as you want it exactly as you want it to appear 
  
Please print “IN HONOR” or “IN MEMORY” of and the name of the person(s) being remembered 
     

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
  
________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Total # poinsettias purchased ______ x $15 per plant  =  $_______________          
(Make check payable to the church, note for “Poinsettia” and fold inside this form.) 

I would like to help with the cost of greening the church  $________________Amount Enclosed 


