St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church
Madison, Alabama

THE TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
HoOLY EUCHARIST RITE 11

OCTOBER 11, 2026
8:30 & 11:00 AM

The Rev. Emily Rowell Brown, Rector
The Rev. Taylor Johnson, Associate Rector

Tom Killian, Music Director
Susan Fletcher, Organist






Quuiet before the service helps us to mark sacred space and time. Please use this time fo

prayerfully prepare for worship. Please remember to silence your cell phone.

Elements marked with * are included in the 11:00 am worship service.

The Liturgy of the Word
The Prelude Prelude in F (C. V. Stanford)
Processional Hymn #7 Christ, whose glory fills the skies
Opening Sentences, Szanding BCP 355

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for Purity

Celebrant  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria, #S-236, *Sung by all

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers;

you are worthy of praise; glory to you.

Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name;
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.
Glory to you in the splendor of your temple;

on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim,;
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.
Glory to you, beholding the depths;

in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.

Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit;

we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.
Collect of the Day

Celebrant  'The Lord be with you.

People  And also with you.
Celebrant  Let us pray.



Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that
we may continually be given to good works; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Lesson, Exodus 32:1-14

A Reading from the Book of Exodus.

When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the
mountain, the people gathered around Aaron, and said to him,
“Come, make gods for us, who shall go before us; as for this Moses,
the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not
know what has become of him.” Aaron said to them, “Take off the
gold rings that are on the ears of your wives, your sons, and your
daughters, and bring them to me.” So all the people took off the gold
rings from their ears, and brought them to Aaron. He took the gold
from them, formed it in a mold, and cast an 1mage of a calf; and they
said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the
land of Egypt!” When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and
Aaron made proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a festival to
the LORD.” They rose early the next day, and offered burnt offerings
and brought sacrifices of well-being; and the people sat down to eat
and drink, and rose up to revel. The LORD said to Moses, “Go down
at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land of
Egypt, have acted perversely; they have been quick to turn aside from
the way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an
image of a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said,
‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land
of Egypt!”” The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how
stiff-necked they are. Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn
hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I will make a
great nation.” But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said,

“O LORD, why does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom
you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a
mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent
that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to
consume them from the face of the earth’ Turn from your fierce
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wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people.
Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore
to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your
descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have
promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it
forever.”” And the LORD changed his mind about the disaster that he
planned to bring on his people.

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23

1 Hallelujah!
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, *
for his mercy endures for ever.
2 Who can declare the mighty acts of the LORD *
or show forth all his praise?
3 Happy are those who act with justice *
and always do what is right!
4 Remember me, O LORD,
with the favor you have for your people, *
and visit me with your saving help;
5 That I may see the prosperity of your elect
and be glad with the gladness of your people, *
that I may glory with your inheritance.
6 We have sinned as our forebears did; *
we have done wrong and dealt wickedly.
19 Israel made a bull-calf at Horeb *
and worshiped a molten image;
20 And so they exchanged their Glory *
for the image of an ox that feeds on grass.
21 They forgot God their Savior, *
who had done great things in Egypt,
22 Wonderful deeds in the land of Ham, *
and fearful things at the Red Sea.



23 So he would have destroyed them,
had not Moses his chosen stood before him in the breach, *
to turn away his wrath from consuming them.

The Epistle, Philippians 4:1-9
A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Philippians.

My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and
crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. I urge Euodia
and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I
ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have
struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement
and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, beloved, whatever is true,
whatever is honorable, whatever 1s just, whatever is pure, whatever is
pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if
there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on
doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and
seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

Standing, sung by all
Sequence Hymn #A-73 (Allelnia ITI Songbook) 1 Have Decided to Follow Jesus

The Holy Gospel, Matthew 22:1-14

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Once more Jesus spoke to the people in parables, saying: “The
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding
banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been
invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he
sent other slaves, saying, “T'ell those who have been invited: Look, I
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have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been
slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’
But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to
his business, while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and
killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed
those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his slaves,
“The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go
therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the
wedding banquet.” Those slaves went out into the streets and
gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding
hall was filled with guests. “But when the king came in to see the
guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe,
and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a
wedding robe?” And he was speechless. Then the king said to the
attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” For
many are called, but few are chosen.”

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Taylor Johnson
The Nicene Creed, Standing BCP 358

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord,
Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from
the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
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With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has
spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and

apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness
of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the

world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People, Form III BCP 387

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for Sean, our Presiding Bishop; for Richard, our Bishop; for
Emily and Taylor, our clergy; for Bob and Sam, our retired clergy; for
our staff, vestry, and laity; and for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for our president, Donald; our vice president, JD; our governor,
Kay; our mayor, Ranae; and for all who govern and hold authority in the
nations of the wotld;

That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

We pray for our Companion Diocese of Honduras and for their bishop,
Lloyd; for the Food Bank of North Alabama; for First Stop; for the
Episcopal Relief and Development; for Sawyerville; for the Huntsville
Assistance Program; for the National Children’s Advocacy Center; for
peace in Ukraine and the Middle East. Give us grace to do your will in all
that we undertake;

That our works may find favor in your sight.

We pray for those who are in areas of conflict and disaster who are in
harm’s way. Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or
trouble;

That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
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Let us pray for our own needs and for those of others.
The Celebrant adds a concluding collect.
Confession of Sin BCP 360

Deacon  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Minister and People

Most merciful God,

We confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

*Children’s Homily
The Peace, Standing

Celebrant  'The peace of the Lord be always with you.
DPegple And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements

The Offertory

Instrumental Offertory (8:30) Andantino (Michel Angelo Rossi)
Choral Offertory (11:00) Itls1 (Carson P. Cooman)



Financial offerings are not mandatory; they are expressions of our thanksgiving
towards God and an investment in St. Matthew's ministries. If you would like
to give a one-time offering digitally, you may use the QR code here. Many who
give choose to set up a recurring gift (a “pledge”). To pledge, email our office at
office@.stmatthewsmadison.org.

Presentation Hymn #380, Standing, sung by all The Doxology (vs. 3)
The Holy Communion

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer B BCP 367
The people remain standing.

Celebrant  'The Lord be with you.

People  And also with you.

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It 1s right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth...Therefore
we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the

glory of your Name:
Sanctus #S-130, *Sung by all

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

Standing or kneeling

Celebrant  We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love
which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to
be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above
all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and
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Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and
made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of
error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. On
the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me." After supper he took the cup of wine; and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all
of you: This 1s my Blood of the new Covenant, which 1s shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this
for the remembrance of me."

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People

We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,

We await his coming in glory;

Celebrant  And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O
Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this
wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these
gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood
of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may
be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring
us to that heavenly country where, with Matthew and all your saints, we
may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the
Church, and the author of our salvation. By him, and with him, and in
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty
Father, now and for ever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
The Lord’s Prayet, Said by all BCP 364

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
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forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

8:30 only
Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

*Fraction Anthem #S-164, Sung by 4/l

Jesus, Lamb of God: have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer, redeemer of the world:
Give us your peace, give us your peace.

Invitation to Communion

You are invited to recezve communion in the Episcopal Church. If you wish to receive a blessing,
please come to the altar rail and cross your arms over your chest. If you are interested in being
baptized, please speak with the clergy after the service or contact the church office. If you would
like clergy to bring communion to you, please notify an usher.

During the distribution of commmunion, anyone who wonld like is invited to light one of the
candles located in the back right transept as a symbol of prayer.

Communion Hymn #316 This is the hour of banquet and of song
Communion Hymn #A-76 (Allelnia I1I Songbook) I Love to Tell the Story

The Postcommunion Prayer, Said by all, standing or kneeling BCP 365
Celebrant  Let us pray.

People  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously
accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing, A/ standing

Closing Hymn #556 (. 7-5) Rejoice, ye pure in heart!
The Dismissal
Deacon  Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People  Thanks be to God.
The Postlude Prelude on the Doxology (Johann Pachelbel)
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Remember in your prayers this week: Jett Anderson, Bob Bogard,
Daryl Carpenter, Gina Centanni, Carmen M. Colon, Barbara Combs,
Joan East, Molly Killian, FEileen Lewis, Sam McClain, David Newton,
Jane Prince, Anne Sullivan, Mary Travers, Chuck, Lorna, and Roy
Vickers, and Ray and Shirley White.

Also pray for our friends and family members, especially: Ginger
Eich, Anthony Hardin, Catherine Ott, Diana Parks, Mike Rice, Suzette
Rice, Cathy Rasnick, Cathy Taveras, Christopher Taveras, Fran
Woytowich, Angela Loehr and family, Jim Thomas.

The names placed on our prayer list are held in prayer by this parish
throughout the week. We are happy to include all prayer requests.
Names will remain on the Iist for four weeks. Please contact the office
or cletgy if you desire a name to remain on after four weeks or to be
removed sooner. Apart from prayers for the departed, we ask that you
have the person's permission before adding them to the Iist.
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SERVING TODAY (8:30 AM)
PREACHER: The Rev. Taylor Johnson
CELEBRANT: The Rev. Emily Rowell Brown
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC: Tom Killian
ORGANIST: Susan Fletcher

ALTAR GUILD: Sheila Cape

LEM: Andy Williams, Bonita Gainer, Bobby Williams
LECTOR: Janet Wetzel

CRUCIFER: Erin Bruce

USHERS: Vicki Dawes, Robert Sampson
MEDIA MINISTRY: Geoff Beech
HOSPITALITY: Barbara Carpenter
COUNTERS: Harry Tidwell, Rick Driesbach
NURSERY: Amber Anderson, Mary Brown
VESTRY OF THE DAY: Joel Simoneau

SERVING TODAY (11:00 AM):
PREACHER: The Rev. Taylor Johnson
CELEBRANT: The Rev. Emily Rowell Brown
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC: Tom Killian
ORGANIST: Susan Fletcher

ALTAR GUILD: Nancy Snell

LEM: Jason Vaughn, Karen Price, Michael Harrison
LECTOR: Dan Brown

EPISTOLER: Hayley Simoneau
INTERCESSOR: Angel Utt

CRUCIFER: Anna Maddox

GOSPELER: Emily Maddox

USHERS: Michael Harrison, James Weaver
MEDIA MINISTRY: William Sewell
HOSPITALITY: Rachel Wyatt
COUNTERS: Michael Harrison, Peggy Lane
NURSERY: Amber Anderson, Mary Brown
VESTRY OF THE DAY: Joel Simoneau

LIVE STREAM SERVICE REMINDER - Please be mindful that the 11:00
am service is live-streamed every week. Therefore, names may be audible,
and faces may be visible to anyone watching online.
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