West English/Priate
Accent Guide
Alden Michels - Dialect Coach

1) The Oh vowel is pronounced “uh-oo” with the placement much further back than with RP.  There is a large pitch shift down.
2) The “I” vowell (Ah-ee) in words such as “Like”, “might” etc.  is pronounced “Uh-ee” with the pitch changing either up or down depending on the emphasis of the next word.  
3) The “Ae” vowell in the words “cat”, “bat” etc. is not as far forward and tipping toward an “ah” sound, like the first syllable in the words “honor” or “wander”.
4) The R vowell is very similar to an american R, however, the L sound is still done with the tip of the tongue on the hard palate like other british dialects.  
5) There is a cockney-like manner of dropping consonants when moving quickly through a phrase and speaking them when emphasizing.  


Recordings

Long John Silver (Robert Newton) - He’s from Dorset and is the reason subsequent pirates talk the way they do - this is the source of Pirate accents.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yC_PR7YWQOc


Captain Barbosa (Geoffrey Rush) - Excellent for general affect, cadence, and rhotic Rs, but Mr. Rush is ignoring the Ohs and Is of the accent.  (Johnny Depp is giving a passable if not great cockney in these scenes)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hR8dhRcrzfM


Hagrid (Robbie Coltrane) - Excellent example of a West English Accent.  Look to Barbosa for affect, but to Hagrid for your vowels.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XXvlqsSeJ7Q


Samwise (Sean Astin) - A very soft, but still present west english accent. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BKIgv8AhffA

