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Welcome to the World of the Copper Coins of Akbar. 

 

Part I: The Fundamentals. 

 

As we progress through presenting our work published by Manohar 
Publishers of Delhi we receive a great deal of assistance from our cooperating 
research group. However with the coins of Akbar we are seeking assistance 
from outside our usual group. Many of the photographs provided for this 
series of Blogs have been provided by our cooperative team. 
 
We have thousands of photographs, thousands of pages of research and seen 
thousands of coins but Akbar's coins, notably at this stage his copper coins, 
produce a wonderment for research. 
 
Not only for research but also for collecting because many of them can be 
found quite cheaply. They contain on their inscriptions and great variety of 
historical evidence for Akbar's rule. However even the simplest appear to 
undecipherable to many collectors. 
 
With the advent of the overlay technique by co-author Tariq as demonstrated 
in our books that have found increasing favour with coin collectors, 
numismatists and the technical community at large we can bring to everyone 
the understanding of what is on the coins. The work will also be presented on 
Academia. 

  
  
 
  

 

 
  



 

 
  

Above is a rather simple but very special coin. It sits, by appearance, outside 
the norm. These are the small things we need to look at, check and 
understand. 
 
 
For collectors the copper coins present a wonderful opportunity to collect by 
many themes. These can be, just to name a few, by size, by mint, by year and 
by type of which there are a number. So welcome to our world and help us 
with our research so all can benefit. Perhaps you will discover something new!  

 
UNDERSTANDING THE CALLIGRAPHY ON THE COINS: THE THEORY OF 
CLOSET FIT. 
 

In the introduction we introduced a theme for learning inscriptions. That is the 
"THEORY OF CLOSET FIT". 
 

It is exceedingly difficult to learn and understand the language used on many 
coins from the sub-continent. To fully attribute and correctly collect the coins 
there is a need to understand what is inscribed on them. At least that is 
necessary if you wish to get beyond collecting just by size. Here what were 
once viewed as major problems start. Although in most cases the calligraphy 
is good certain what could be called liberties are taken. Letters can be missing 
or elongated in form, vowels can be missing or apparently misplaced and so 
the list goes on. 
 
 
With our development of actual colour overlays on the inscribed calligraphy 
we can demonstrate what is actually written on the coin to peel away the 
layers step by step but first we must learn the basic words that appear on the 
coins. Some coins have few words and other coins have many but each 
combination plays in part in ascertaining what exact type of coin it is. Of 
course we have further problems because in many cases the dies made for the 
coins are bigger than the coin flans themselves. So the aim of course is to find 
coins with the most complete inscriptions on them.  
 
Our first step in learning will be to learn to recognise the numbers on the 
coins. Then we will move on to learning the other words. This is a step by step 
process and after the simple process is completed we will be left, for the 



starting type of coins, with the mint name and at times an addition to the mint 
name which is called an epithet. The epithet describes and official title given to 
the mint town. These may change, added or dropped over time. 
 
So now we will learn the numbers. But wait numbers on some coins are written 
in numeric and on others in alpha (the date is spelled out) and on some coins 
in both which is great for checking. Oh wait more, on some other coins a new 
dating system is used. Relax we will work through each number step by step.   
 
THE REIGN OF AKBAR 
 

The notes below are taken from our general manuscript notes in our published 
books. The note of III next is Akbar's name denotes he is the third ruler of the 
Mughal Empire. The note of (NT 115) refers to the coding used for Akbar in our 
work. 
 

III. AKBAR (NT 115) 
ل الدین محمد اکبرجال  

 
Full Name HM Al-Sultan al-'Azam wal Khaqan al-Mukarram, Imam-i-'Adil, Sultan 
ul-Islam Kaffatt ul-Anam, Amir ul-Mu'minin, Khalifat ul-Muta'ali Abu'l-Fath Jalal 
ud-din Muhammad Akbar I Sahib-i-Zaman, Badshah Ghazi Zillu'llah 
 
Birth Name: Badr ud-din Muhammad Akbar 
 
Royal Lineage: Son of Emperor Humayun 
 
Date of Birth: 4 Rajab 949 (October 14, 1542) 
 
Place of Birth: Umarkot Fort, Sind 
 
Reign Years: 963-1014 (1556-1605) 
 
Date of Death: 24 Jumada t-Tania 1014 (October 27, 1605) 
 
Place of Death: Fatehpur Sikri 
 
Resting Place: Bihishtabad Sikandara, near Agra 

Akbar, on ascending the throne, immediately set about a coinage reform. The 
introduction of the gold Ashrafi and the silver Rupee in the same weight and 
style as the interregnal Suri rulers of Humayun's reign set the tone for the 
coinage tradition for the whole Mughal rule. Copper coins were minted from an 
increasing number of mints. There were variations in type and style of coins 
with round and square coins in silver and gold being introduced. The Kalma is 
placed on the obverse of the gold coins and remains on the new silver coins. 
Akbar also introduced a new method of dating in the thirtieth year of his reign 
called the Ilahi system in which the months from the Persian calendar were 
placed on the coin as a method of dating as well as the AH year. At this time a 
new statement was made on the obverse "Allahu Akbar Jalla Jalala" (which is 



commonly used by the followers of Islam, historically around the world. The 
statement literally means “God is the greatest, His brightness shines forth”. 
For the first time this statement was used on coins. 

 
THE COPPER COINAGE OF AKBAR (GENERAL NOTES) 
 

Following the Suri interregnum during the reign of Akbar's father Humayun, it 
was decided to follow the Suri introduced series of coins. 
Over the long reign of Akbar several new size series were introduced. These 
provided for a complete system of change for the users of the lowest value 
coins in the kingdom noting that coins of gold and silver were also produced. 
 
It should not be forgotten that humble money consisting for example of cowrie 
shells and bitter almonds were used as the lowest form of exchange. 
 
 
As in all currencies there is an exchange rate between sizes and metals. 
Although exchange rates did vary from time to time and place to place but for 
the purpose of this exercise an exchange rate of 40 Dam (the standard copper 
coin weighing on average just over 20 grams each) to 1 Rupee (the standard 
silver coin weighing approximately 11.5 grams each). The copper coins were 
produced in various weights and the weights were in direct relationship to 
their value. That is to say a coin of half the weight of another coin of the same 
metal was worth half the value. 
 
 
In fact over the reign of Akbar a number of series of copper coins were 
produced so that various combinations of change from transactions could be 
given. With this it has become convenient to call various coins by specific 
names. Some names actually appear on the coins while others do not. 
 
 

1. The Original or DAM Series. 
Noted on the coins by the word FALUS in general. When we investigate step 
by step their may be more added to each series. 
 
DAM 20.4 grams. (All weights approximately) 
HALF DAM 10.2 grams. Also called Adhela or Nisfi 
QUARTER DAM 5 grams. Also called Paulah or Damra 
EIGHTH DAM 2.5 grams. Also called Damri 
 
 
2. The TANKA Series. 
Here sits some confused because coins of both twice the weight of the DAM 
and equal to the weight of the Dam are called TANKA. 
 
TANKA 40.8 grams  
HALF TANKA 20.4 grams. Also called NEEM Tanka on the coins. Note: some 
coins of the DAM weight are inscribed "TANKA". 
QUARTER TANKA 10.2 grams. Also called CHARHARAM HISSA Tanka. 



EIGHTH TANKA 5 grams. Also called HASHSTUM HISSA Tanka. 
SIXTEENTH TANKA 2.5 grams. Also called SHANJDAHUM HISSA Tanka. 
 
3. The TANKI Series 
The one TANKI equals one fifth of the weight of a DAM or one tenth the weight of a 
TANKA 
 
TANKI 4 grams. Also called YAK Tanki 
TWO TANKI 7.8 grams. Also called DO Tanki 
FOUR TANKI 15.8 grams. Also called CHO Tanki 
 
4. The JITAL 
Once thought to be merely a coin of account it is by weight one fiftieth of a Tanka and 
therefore one thousandth of a Rupee.  
 
General Note. 
 
Other types will be found but as this is purely an introduction these will be added as 
special types when we progress through the series. 
 
The various sizes provide fertile ground for collectors. 
 

 

 

 

  
  

A DAM of Akbar carrying wonderful inscriptions. Now we are about to embark 
on a journey of discovery to decipher these magnificent coins.   
 



 

 
Zarb  Alf  Falus 

 

 

 
 Urdu Zafar Qarin 

 



 

 
A proforma page from our upcoming work on Akbar showing the coin above 

and mint number etc. 
 
A full dictionary will also be provided step by step as we work our way through 
the coins. This coin is wonderfully simple and shows on a beautiful clear strike 
all the information available.  



Learning to Decipher the Copper Coins of Akbar Part II: 

Learning to Understand Dates and Numbers 

On many of the copper coins of Akbar a date is inscribed on them. In general 

this occurs on many coins in one form or another. 

 

On the Akbar coins the general dating used is the Hijri year calendar. In 

general it can be said that the coins that can be described as being Akbar's 

occur in the reign dates that Akbar was ruler. This is not always the case in 

some coin series and in our upcoming book on the coins of the Jaunpur 

Sultanate posthumous issues of the last formal ruler are known. 

 

However with Akbar we have actually two series of numbering. 

1. The usual Hijri year dates. 

2. A new series of years called the Ilahi era (this will be fully discussed in 

our book). 

Perhaps to complicate matters more some of the dates are not written in 

numerals but are written in alpha and sometimes only one appears on the 

coin. So not only do we have to learn the numeric system but also how the 

numbers are written in, shall we say, long hand. So this essentially adds to our 

problems of course. Technically if both styles of dates are on the coins then 

they should agree. That is to say if 989 (AH) is shown as 989 it should agree 

with it written and nine hundred and eighty (and) nine, or at least in a manner 

that represents that number.  

 

But wait there is more. Because on certain coins we also have the month 

written on the coins. So now we need to learn how to read dates written on 

coins in two methods but also we need to learn the months. So the collecting 

and research possibilities here almost become endless.  

 

Colours used for this article are as follows. They may or may not be the final 

colours in our work. We again advise of the copyright holding of this work by 

Tariq and Needham. 

 



 

 

 The next part will continue the theme of dates on coins and will work through 

the months as shown on specific coins. It will also show some other specific 

words pertaining to dates. 

 

So let's look at first the numerals. 

 

 

 0 (Zero) 

It is generally seen as a dot or in this case a small square. It is solid. 

 

 

1  

At this time we will settle for this as 1. Care should be taken to clearly read the 

number because as we will soon see there can be confusion. 

 



 

 2  

 

3 

Now carefully look at how it can be confused with a 2 if not looked at carefully 

or the die is partially clogged for example. 

 

 

 4 

See how this may be confused with a 3 by casual observance. Now there is an 

alternative method as shown below. 

 

 



 

 4 (alternative) 

 

 

 5 

Here we have a representation of 5. It can be shown in a number ways but 

always an open in the centre circle or close to a circle that might even be 

incomplete, heart shaped etc. Can be confused with a 0. 

 

 

6 

This appears to be the number 2 shown in reverse. Indeed on some coins 

using this numbering system the die engraver does reverse the real number. 

 



 

7 

 

 8 

 

 9 

 

 988 

Here we have a complete date. 



 

 One. 

 

Two 

 

Three 

 

Four 

 



 

Five 

 

 Six 

 

Seven 

 

Eight 

 



 

Nine 

 

Sixty 

 

Seventy 

 

Eighty 

 



 

Ninety 

 

 Nine Hundred 

 

One Thousand  

 

Note: There is a technical discussion here as to whether alif (alf) actually 

represents 1000AH or 990AH however for this we will currently assume 1000. 

The technical discussion will formally appear in the upcoming book. 

 

 

One Thousand  

Note: Theoretical drawing. An image of sufficient quality is not yet to hand. 

 

 



 

 Wa  

Wa is placed in the series of numbers and it means "and". In general it will be 

written as nine hundred and seventy and two for example although it may be 

missing at times.  

 

 

 

 
  



Learning to Decipher the Copper Coins of Akbar 
Part III. The Ilahi Months. 

 

We now move forward to the last section of the dates and that is the months 

on the new series of coins that are dated by Akbar's Ilahi year system. 

 

Not only did these coins have a year inscribed on them but they also had the 

month of minting clearly inscribed on them. The twelve months of the new Ilahi 

year system can be seen and this makes for a fertile ground for collecting and 

recording these coins. 

 

A full explanation on the Ilahi system will appear in our upcoming publication 

however the broad basis is discussed below. 

 

The change may have been somewhat gradual at first however it escalated and 

in the 29th year of Akbar’s reign the Ilahi (meaning Divine for this exercise) Era 

commenced. However it took its actual start in year numbers from the date of 

Akbar’s accession to the throne, 28 Rabi-us-Sani 963 AH. 

 

The calculations were that of a true solar year and it was divided into 12 

months. The months followed that of the old Persian (Zoroastrian) calendar. 

 

 

 

  

 

From the year Ilahi 29 the coins took a major change in design with the reverse 

showing both the Ilahi year they were struck and the month they were struck in 

for most of the mints (It should be noted coin 177 from the British Museum 



collection shows Ilahi Year 28. It is possible to consider this coin a trial piece 

for the new style. 

 

On many coins the Persian word for month, Mah, precedes the inscription of 

the month name of the reverse of the coins. 

 

As we have essentially learned the dating methods in numbers we now learn 

the months and some other words that may be inscribed on coins relating to 

dates. 

 

 

 Farwardin 

 

 Ardibihisht 

 

 Khurdad 

 



 

Tir 

 

 

 Amardad 

 

 Shahrewa 

 

Mihr 

 



 

Aban  

 

Azar 

 

Di  

 

Bahman 

 



 

 Isfandarmaz 

 

So now we can see all the months available in the calendar. We can also see in 

this rather simple series of coins we have the year in numerals and two other 

words. 

1. One some of the coins the word Mah appears. This appears in two 

forms. 

2. The other word is ILAHI  

These will now be demonstrated. 

 

 

 Mah  

Note: This shows the first type. 

 

 

 Mah 

Note: This shows the second type. 



 

Ilahi  

Note: This shows the first type. 

 

 Ilahi 

Note: this shows the second type. 

 

As can be seen by the illustrations shown of Mah and Ilahi there are a number 

of methods of inscribing the same word.  

 

 

 

 Image of a coin with the overlay (rough trial) shown below. This coin weighs 

20.18 grams is 21mm in diameter and 8mm thick.  

 

 



 

 

 

 Ilahi (Year) 39 Month Amardad 

 

 

 

 
  



Learning to Decipher the Copper Coins of Akbar: 
Part IV Miscellaneous Words. 

 

For collectors and researchers we have covered a number of simple attribution 

steps. The two main ones are: 

1. The weights of the copper coins (metrology). 

2. The dates on the coins. 

 

Most of the coins produced at the time of Akbar do not have the ruler's name 

inscribed so we are guided by the date. So we now understand; 

1. How to read the AH dates written in both numerals and words. 

2. How to read the dates of the Ilahi era.  

 

Now we have the dates available we need to peel away the other words by 

demonstration to show what is actually left. What is left for the most part will 

be a series of words describing the sizes of certain coins. These can of course 

be checked by weighing them. Other words are merely descriptor or 

explanation words with specific meaning. 

 

We are peeling away the inscriptions to be able to define the other part of full 

attribution and that is the name of the issuing mint if it is inscribed on the 

coin.  

 

So let's start with the "other words". 

 

 

 
  



 

 Falus 
In this sense the simple meaning of the word Falus is "copper coin". The 

calligraphy shown is the standard form. Can you find another form? 

 

 Zarb 
Zarb means "struck". That is to say the coin was "made" as a highly simplified 

meaning. 

 

 Sikkah 
Sikkah means (for simplicity's sake) "a piece of metal that is used for a coin". 
Full explanations will be given in the forth coming book. here we are trying to 
show a simplified understandable version of process. Sikkah is shown in the 

same colour (provisionally) as the word Zarb. 
 

So we can have, but not always, a coin legend inscription that can say Sikkah 
Zarb Falus. "A piece of metal struck as a copper coin" would be a reasonable 
translation. 
 
Because we have difficulty in describing obverse (front) and reverse (back) of 
these coins we will for call the obverse for these early type coins the side that 
contains the word Falus.  
 



So we have a number of combinations all that contain the word Falus. 
 

1. Mint + Mint Epithet + Zarb (Falus does not appear here but because of the 
type we place it here). 
2. Mint + Mint Epithet + Zarb + Falus 
3. Mint + Mint Epithet + Zarb + Falus + Date shown in numeric 
4. Mint + Mint Epithet + Falus 
5. Mint + Mint Epithet + Falus + Sikkah 
6. Mint + Mint Epithet + Falus + Sikkah + Zarb 
 
So here for collectors and researchers we have a wonderful range of  different 
types of coins to collect before we even look at things like mint names. 
 
For the purpose of our work these words appear on the obverse (front) of the 
coin.  
 
Now let us look at the back (reverse) of this style of coin. 
 

 

 Fi 
Fi is a preposition with a number of meanings such as "in, on, at, by, during 

and like" meanings. It can be translated as "best fit" preposition. 
 

 

 Tarikh 
Tarikh is another interesting word with a number of meanings such as 

"history, chronology, dating etc."  
 



 

Sanah 
Sanah in this case means simply "year". 

 
So now we also find that when Sanah and Tarikh appear the preposition Fi is 
with them. So for the illustration of Tarikh above can you see the calligraphy 
for the work Fi?  
 
Now on the reverse we can have the following combinations. 
1. Date in Alpha 
2. Date in Alpha + Numeric 
3. Date in Alpha + Fi Tarikh 
4. Date in Alpha + Numeric + Fi Tarikh 
5. Date in Alpha + Fi Sanah 
6. Date in Alpha + Numeric + Fi Sanah 
7. Date in Alpha + Fi Sanah + Fi Tarikh 
8. Date in Numeric + Fi Sanah + Fi Tarikh 
 
Here we have for the simple series a complete collection range and that is 
without even looking at the final attribution piece of the puzzle which is the 
mint (and mint epithet if present).  
 
Now we move to the TANKA and TANKI series from the Ilahi era to complete 
the simple coins of Akbar. 
 
Please note again that these are working drawings following our methods first 
introduced in our books published by Manohar (and other prior working 
studies). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Learning to Decipher the Copper Coins of Akbar 
Part V: Tanka, Tanki and Jital 

 

Late in the reign of Akbar the Great during the Ilahi years three new types of 

were introduced. 

 

1. Tanka 

2. Tanki 

3. Jital 

 

In Part I of this series (Welcome to the World of the Copper Coins of Akbar) we 

introduced the metrology of the coins. It can be seen from that that the Tanki 

series departed from the 'standard" weight series. The full Tanka was double 

in weight to the old dam (Falus) and its dividers (coins smaller than a full 

Tanka) were in the usual series of halves and quarters etc. 

These coins have the rulers name inscribed on them so we have with the 

Tanka series: 

 

 

 

 TANKA AKBAR SHAHI 

 

 
 Tanka 

 



 

 Tanka Akbar Shahi 
Akbar Shahi (Emperor Akbar) is shown in red. So we have a Tanka of the 

Emperor Akbar. 

 

 Neem (Nim) 
Neem (Nim) means half. So technically this is half the weight of a full Tanka. 

 

 

Chaharam Hissa Tanka  
One quarter Tanka 

 



 

Hahtum Hissa Tanka 
One eighth Tanka 

 

 

 Shaharam Hissa Tanka 

One sixteenth Tanka  

Please note that there is a one thirty-second Tanka. This will be illustrated at 

another time. 

TANKI TYPES 

 

 Tanki (Version I) 

 



 

Tanki (Version II) 

 

Yak (one) 

Note: Because a black and white image was used a thin pink line was drawn 

over the word to highlight it better. 

 

Do (Two) 

 



 

Cho (Four) 

JITAL 

 

 
  Jital 

 
In our next part we will review the progress so far and give some coin 
examples to be worked on as some form of "homework". We will also discuss 
the equipment needed to start collecting. Then we will move on to some more 
obscure coins. 
Soon we will start on the missing link for our collectors, the mints. For this 
exercise we will expand our work with a chat board so we can work through 
what we have in our attribution records. 
 
  



Learning to Decipher the Copper Coins of Akbar 
Part VI: Collecting Equipment, Miscellaneous Coins 

and Test Examples 
 

 We now have the basic knowledge set to start to attribute coins that are the 

copper coins of Akbar the Great. However we do need some basic equipment 

to help us work through the attribution correctly other than learning some 

words inscribed on the coins. 

 

1. Something to weigh the coins. 

We know that there are a number of coin sizes and we have the list of weights. 

Remembering that weights of the copper coins are approximate given their 

method of production we still need to be accurate in our weighing. In recent 

times a new series of accurate electronic machines have become available and 

these are cheap. With this highly portable equipment we have an instant 

weight to check against our weight chart. 

 

 
 2. Something to help read the coins. A magnifying glass. 
Most of the copper coins of Akbar do not have his name on them so we need 
to check the dates to ensure the coin we have was issued during his reign. A 
magnifying glass of a small magnification, certainly no more than 4X, is a 
necessity. 
 



 

 
  

3. Perhaps a camera. 
With mobile phones in general use having a camera there is generally no need 
to purchase a specific camera unless you wish to become a dedicated coin 
photographer. There are many programs for image work available that can turn 
a poor photograph into one that is acceptable. 
 
4. Recording the collection. 
There are many ways of keeping track of a collection. The use of Excel 
spreadsheet style programs that allow for full attribution data, manipulation of 
data and photographs. However any reasonable system of data collation can 
be used. In future parts of our learning spreadsheets applicable to the copper 
coins of Akbar will be shown and this will help in an orderly method of data 
compilation. 
 
4. Care and storage of the collection. 
This will form a separate major section. The preferred supplier of a 
comprehensive storage system is Kointainers. 
 

HOMEWORK 
 

Before we look at some other types of coins let us do some homework and 
hone our newly acquired skills. Check out the following coins and see what 
you can attribute. Answers will be provided later. Note: We have not discussed 
mint recognition yet so the exercise is recognising what we have learned. 
 

 

 
  



 

 Coin 1 (above). Weight 20.63 grams. Diameter 21 mm. (Internal Ref. 984) 

 

 

 

Coin 2 (above). Weight 19.54 grams. Diameter 24 mm. (Internal Ref. 237) 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 Coin 3 (above). Weight 20.18 grams. Diameter 21 mm. (Internal Ref. 26) 
 

The three above should give a good start to proceeding through an attribution 
system. 
 
There are a small number of other legends written on a number of coins. These 
include the much discussed "Allahu Akbar" and the use of the term "Riwani" 
meaning current (or similar) from one mint. These will be viewed step by step 
at a later date.  
 
There are also a small number of coins with geometric patterns on them.  
 
We have also introduced in the photographs above the size of the coins. As 
can be seen they are rather "chunky" in the dam size and very large in the full 
Tanka size. 
 
The next step will take us into looking at the mints the coins were minted at. 
Some coins are "mintless". That is to say no mint name is engraved on the 
coin die. The mint name Urdu Zafar Qarin is used extensively on coins. This 
mint appears to be a travelling mint thus in any location it was temporary. 
Akbar greatly expanded the empire and perhaps needed a mint or at least the 
essentials of a mint to travel with his armies to instantly coin money in the 
style of his empire. The Urdu is often translated as "camp" being in general a 
moving settlement. The word is of Turkic origin and perhaps a more fitting 
translation to english might be "army". Therefore regardless of debate and for 
the purpose of this exercise it will be translated as "of the victorious army".  
 



There are also some square (or rectangular) coins generally termed "Malwa " 
issues of a different weight system. There are also coins of a similar shape 
from the mint of Ujjain and a small number of other mints. 
 
In the next section we will show a provisonal list of the mints of Akbar. From 
here we will move forward in three areas. 
 
1. A comprehensive advice on how our unique coin coding system (alpha 
numeric) works for researchers and collectors and supports our unique colour 
coding system. 
2. A new open chat type board to examine each mint step by step. 
3. Special sections on the blog following further coin collecting and Akbar 
topics. 
 
 
  



Learning to Decipher the Copper Coins of Akbar 
Part VII: The Coding System. 

 
Since the introduction of our colour coding system coupled with further 

coding initiatives and research in our continuing works published by Manohar 

Publishers there has been some "copying of style" but generally without 

substance.  The colours used on the main elements such as the rulers name, 

mint name and mint epithet have the same colours throughout any series as 

do the dates written in various forms.  

 

It is from here that one can see the FULL inscription on the coins and the 

variations, over time, to those inscriptions not just within one ruler but within 

each particular mint of that ruler. Each change is coding step by step.  

 

This presents specific opportunities to collectors and researchers in that 

patterns of change across mints, rulers and empires can be now researched. 

There has been for some considerable a disregard at many levels for the 

actual information held on the coins of the great sub continent especially hand 

struck coins. The tendency to collect "pretty" looking coins without regard top 

the completeness of the strike has aided in the down grading of the often 

exception care and rigorous controls that were taken over coin minting. 

 

In our work we therefore have specific inscriptions colour coded and also 

changes in "style" or inscription at the mint level. The coding levels are then. 

 

1. Dynasty 

For example Mughal, Delhi Sultanate etc. 

2. Ruler/Coin Issuer. 

Each ruler of the official line is coded as well as issues by others such as 

rebellion issues etc. 

3. Mint 

Each mint has a specific code.  

4. Each Coin Type Within the Mint Has a Specific Code. 

Each change in style of the coin by mint is followed so a whole collection can 

be built up of coins specific to that mint. 

5. Each Metal Type has a Coding Sequence. 

This falls within the series of number sfor the actual coin size. 

6. Each Coin Size Has a Code. 



For Akbar this becomes very important. Initially in general the coins follow the 

lead from the issues of the Suri inter regnum. We then move into new series 

that are actually named. For example we have the Tanka, Tanki etc. But some 

confusion starts because the word Tanka is used for both silver and copper 

coins. If we look backwards in time to both the Suri inter regnum and the 

various Delhi Sultanates and other kingdoms there are a series of weights and 

metals used for various coins. 

In various publications the standard weight term especially for copper and 

billon (generally a mixture of silver and copper in varying proportions) is the 

rati. The rati is a weight derived for the actual proposed weight of the rati seed. 

Although it is acknowledged that weights can be standardised by the issuing 

of specific weight standard objects such glass and metal over a series of 

different kingdoms the actual weight called a rati may not have been 

standardised. Others weights for example such as the maund certainly were 

not.  

Although if a coin is essentially of copper the final "purity" of the metal is not 

significantly important. The purity or fineness of the metal in gold and silver 

coins is certainly highly important in these times. Not only then do we have 

weight but also purity. Weight can be easily measured (or compared) by a 

simple balance and purity by a test that did require some training but was also 

extremely accurate for the time.  

When we record coins instead of calling them by the current common names 

used for the copper coins we will use a standard weight within the series and 

call it an UNIT. Units may have multipliers (larger denominations) and dividers 

(smaller denominations).  

Within each metal therefore it can be assumed that multipliers and dividers 

have a value equal to part of the standard unit they relate to. We now need to 

approach in a careful manner the relationship between the weights of the 

copper coins (the subject of this series) that were produced during the reign of 

Akbar. It has been established that we can accept the exchange rate of 40 

dams to the rupee. 

 

Double Unit: 40.8 grams Tanka 

Unit: 20.4 grams. Dam (sometimes called a Tanka) 

Four Fifths Unit: 15.8 grams  

Half Unit: 10.2 grams 

Two Fifths Unit: 7.8 grams 

One Quarter Unit: 5 grams 



One Fifth Unit: 4 grams 

One Eighth Unit: 2.5 grams 

One Twenty Fifth Unit: .8 gram 

 

There are a number of other possible dividers of the unit but this shows the 

sequence across the whole reign. From this we see an interesting occurrence. 

The two fifths unit (Do Tanki) becomes equal to a one hundredth of a Rupee. 

The one twenty fifth unit becomes one thousandth of a Rupee. The accounting 

and money was decimalised. But we also see that the Tanka was one twentieth 

and just as 20 shillings equalled one pound English so 20 Tankas equal one 

Rupee.  

 
  



Learning to Decipher the Copper Coins of Akbar 
Part VIII: The Mints and Various Notes 

 

Entered below is a list of mints for Akbar I (The Great). The is preliminary only. 

There can be some conjecture about the spelling of some of the mints and the 

list is by no means exhaustive. There are coins obvously from this era that 

remain "undeciphered" as to the mint.  

Next to the mint list is the mint coding. Some remain without codes while the 

finer details of each are checked step by step.  

 



 



 

  

 

 

  



 

 Urdu Zafir Qarin 

 

 From here we will move to the new interactive chat board when it is started. 

 

THE DICTIONARY 

This will we add to the new chat board but when substantially completed it will 

have a separate section of its own. The new translations of the coin 

inscriptions are done with due technical care and in sympathy with the correct 

feelings (mainly religious) of the times. 

 

OTHER NOTES ON THE COIN INSCRIPTIONS 

It is part of Islam that images of the coin issuers do not appear on the coins. 

From time to time the die engraver will show symbols or decorations which, in 

general, are space "fillers". There are a number of subliminal meanings shown 

on a some of the coins and this is true for the coins issued across Islamic 

lands. Extensive discussions and various correspondences have taken place 

to help to review and if necessary reclassify the meanings. The circle, the 

square, the Seal of Solomon and other designs hold specific meanings and in 

general these meanings have not been explored or fully explained especially in 

numismatics. When it is necessary each of these items will be fully explained 

drawing upon our technical research that has taken place over the last five 

years. 

 

 
 

 




