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July 9th, 2025 @ 7:00 PM
65 N Center St. Emery, UT 84522
 
Call to Order
Mayor Jack Funk called the Emery Town Council meeting to order on Wednesday, July 9, 2025, at 7:00 PM.
Pledge of Allegiance
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Patrick Sandstrom.
Minutes for June 11th, 2025
The minutes from June 11th, 2025, town council meeting were reviewed.
   Motion by Mistie Christiansen to approve minutes Kim Hansen seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 
Invoice Report
The council reviewed the invoice report. Patrick Sandstrom noted that everything looked normal and good.
   Motion by Pat to pay the bills, Seconded by Kim. Motion passed unanimously. 
Mayor Jack Funk

Morgan Hatch property
Mayor Funk explained he had mistakenly placed garbage dumpsters on a narrow strip of land that belongs to Morgan Hatch. The mayor proposed trading this piece of land for property directly behind the town instead of behind Hatch's property, with the exact same measurements. Mistie noted the property in question is shown on the zoning map as being in an "illegal island" and raised concerns about annexation issues since Morgan Hatch had previously not wanted to be annexed.
Vote on town council stipend increase
The council discussed increasing the stipend for town council members and the mayor.
   Motion by Mistie to approve the stipend increase for the town council and mayor. Second by Pat, Motion passed unanimously with all council members voting in favor. 
Councilperson Kim Hansen
Town Celebrations
Kim Hansen provided a detailed breakdown of upcoming town celebration events. She noted that:
· Chris Payne and young men will bring chairs and tables, Chris will do the prayer before dinner
· Zoe will sing the Star-Spangled Banner
· Russell and Linda Ogle were announced as The Grand marshals, with Jesse and Jack driving them.
· Poker stations were being organized, with some volunteers already assigned.
· A blow-up start/finish line was ordered for the 5K run, which is being sponsored by Synergy
· Softball teams will be determined by drawing names from a hat due to uneven distribution of players
Kim acknowledged Annie her hard work securing food trucks and vendors for the event.
Bingo/monthly craft night
Kim announced that bingo would not be held this month because Wendy Kramer is doing craft night next Tuesday, where participants will make wind chimes.
Covid funds
Kim reported that Jordan Leonard informed her the county still has COVID funds available and has allocated $30,000 for each town in the county for community development. The town needs to decide how to use these funds and provide a quote or bid by the end of August. The funds can be used for matching grants, building projects, or purchases without significant restrictions.
Several ideas were discussed for using the funds:
· Mayor Funk suggested using it to kill salt grass and put gravel across from the rec center
· Melissa Durfey mentioned potential for fruit trees after soil testing
· Kim Hansen noted alkali soil could be neutralized using ore produced by local companies
· Council also discussed a new playground as the current slides are cracking


Councilperson Mistie Christiansen
Planning and Zoning
Mistie reported on a recent Planning and Zoning meeting where they established general plan goals and discussed secondary goal categories. She noted the Planning and Zoning Commission does not see any reason to change the current zoning map. She mentioned the county doesn't have the town's zoning map online, and Kris clarified that a zoning map was previously approved when Mike was in office but may just need to be uploaded to the county website.
Councilperson Melissa Durfey
Town Beautification
Melissa announced a town beautification cleanup scheduled for July 19th at 9:00 AM. She encouraged those who cannot make it to the main part of town to tidy up around their homes. She will arrange for Annie to print flyers for the library and post office and will distribute bags for the cleanup.

Pioneer church update
Melissa reported during renovation, they discovered the church was insulated with burlap and old mattress ticking. They also found a marble during work. She noted there were many bats in the building and suggested installing bat houses since bats consume thousands of bugs nightly.
Melissa indicated the new siding should be almost complete by the town days .They will be selling memorial bricks and will have activities for children and a timeline display. She also noted the girls have worked hard maintaining the planters in town, including replanting them in front of town hall.
Councilperson Patrick Sundstrom
Animal Control
The council discussed issues with dogs in town. Melissa expressed concern about a pack of dogs running around town and asked about legal rights to shoot problematic dogs. Pat clarified that a person is authorized to shoot a dog only if it is on their property threatening themselves, their family, or their animals. He emphasized that if this action is taken, the person should ensure the dog doesn't leave their property and should immediately call the sheriff.
CVSSD
Pat mentioned that the last CVSSD meeting mostly involved reviewing an audit. He also reported that speed bumps were installed without any issues.
Town Maintenance- Rick Price - Post "in search of" town golfcart/SXS flyer, review Results?
Kris reported no one had inquired about the golf cart/side-by-side notice posted on the door. She requested permission to post the search notice in the newspaper, Kim said to wait a bit as other options may be available.
Fire Department- Chief's Report
· The fire department garage sale is scheduled for August 8th and 9th
· The department is busy with town celebrations, parades, fireworks, and fire watch duties
· They are setting up monthly training with First Set for both Emery Town and Emery County beginning in August
· They are working on Part 1&2 cert classes, noting there are only three certified firefighters in the entire county
· The DNR grant status is uncertain due to federal funding issues
· He requested spending approximately $1,500 of the budget $2,900 for wildland gear immediately
Open Agenda
New Business-Betty Moore with Fuller housing
Betty Moore from Castle Country Fuller Center for Housing presented information about their organization. She explained they provide no-interest loans to low-income, elderly, handicapped, for home repairs, with payments adjusted to fit their budgets. She announced their upcoming golf tournament fundraiser at Cardinal golf course and requested a donation for prize drawings. She also mentioned they need board members from Emery County and left applications for the program.
   Motion to sponsor a hole at the Fuller Center for Housing golf tournament for $150.   Motion passed unanimously. 
Old Business- Public input
· Glenys Sitturd reported she had begun trimming trees on Main Street. Mayor Funk expressed appreciation.                            
· Mayor Funk inquired about any complaints regarding the speed bumps and confirmed they are working effectively to slow traffic while not being too disruptive for vehicles traveling at the 25-mph speed limit.                                                                              
· Glenys Sitturd suggested adding a sign to mark the burn pile location at the dumpsters, as it is not easily visible. Mistie Christiansen agreed a sign should be added once the property issue is resolved.
Adjournment -Motion by Pat to adjourn the meeting. Kim Seconded Motion carried. 
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